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Ow tbe morning of the duel il chanced that cue of Burr's 
cousins arrived in town from Connecticut, and made his way, 
about eight o'clock, to Richmond Kill. Alexis, the factotum 
of the establishment, obeyed his Bummons at llie door, and 
showed liim into ihe library, tvbere he found Colonel Burr, 
alone, and engaged in his iiaual avocations. Burr received his 
young relative cordially, and, in every respect, as usnal. 
Neither in bis maDoer Dor in his convei'sation was there any 
evidence of excitement or concern, nor any thing whatever to 
attract the notice of his guest. Except the master of the 
bouse, not a soul in Richmond Hill yet knew aught of that 
morning's work ; nor indeed could it be said, in any sense of 
the word, that the master himself Xvieu what ho had done. 

In a few minutes breakfast was announced, and the two 
gentlemen went to the dining-room and breakfasted together. 
The conversation was still quite in the ordinary strain, Burr 
inqairing after friends in the country, and tho youth giving 
tbe information songht. After breakfast, tbo guest bade his 
host good>morning, and strolled oS toward the city, which he 
reached about ten o'clock. As bo walked down Broadway, 
he fancied be observed in passers-by tho signs that something 
extraordinary had occurred or was expected. Near Wall- 
street, an acquaintance rushed up to him, breathless, and said, 

"Colonel Burr bos killed General Hamilton in a duel tliic 
mominc." 
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** Why no he hasn't," replied the young gentleman, with 
the utmost positiveness, ^^ I have just come from there and 
taken breakfast with him." 

^^ But," replied the other, '^ I have this moment seen the 
news on the bulletin." 

The cousin, reflecting for a moment on the absolute serenity 
f Burr's manner, and concluding that he would cei*tainly 
have mentioned so interesting an occurrence if it had takcc 
place, was still utterly incredulous, and, denouncing the report 
as false, went on his way. Before turning into Wall-street, he 
found the whole city astir, and soon had reason to suspect 
that the bulletin was only too true. So completely could Burr 
command his features and conceal his feelings. 

Colonel Burr remained at or near Richmond Hill for eleven 
days after the duel. He was wholly unprepared for the excite- 
ment that arose. It never, before the duel, seemed once to 
have occurred to him that the public, which had seen with 
comparative indifference so many sanguinary conflicts of the 
kind, would discover any thing extraordinary in this one, 
whatever might be its result. He supposed, and had good 
reason to suppose, that, on the day before the duel, he was a 
more popular and a more important man than Hamilton. 
Was he not Vice-President ? Had he not just been voted for 
by a majority of the freeholders of the city, in spite of Hamil* 
ton's most strenuous exertions ? Yet, the day after the duel, 
the dying Hamilton had the heartfelt sympathy of every crea- 
ture in the town, and Burr began to be regarded with abhor- 
rence. " No one," said embittered John Adams, " wished to 
get rid of Hamilton in that way." 

Soon after Hamilton died. Burr found it would be best for 
him to retire awhile from the scene of excitement. On Fri- 
day, he wrote thus to his son-in-law : " General Hamilton died 
yesterday. The malignant Federalists or Tories, and the em- 
bittered Glintonians, unite in endeavoring to excite publie 
sympathy in his favor, and indignation against his antagonist. 
Thousands of absurd falsehoods are circulated with industry. 
The most illiberal means are practiced in order to produce ex 
citement, and, for the moment, with effect. 
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" I propose leaving tout) for a few days, and meditate also 
journey of some weeks, but whithor ia not resolved." 

A week later, he wrote to the same person, that the duel 
nad driven biin into n sort of exile, and might terminate in an 
leliial and permanent ostradsm. " Our moBt unprincipled 
Jacobins," he continued, "are the loudest in their lamenta- 
tions for the death of General Hamilton, whom, for many 
yeiirg, they have uniformly represented as the most detestable 
and unpiineipled of men — the motives are obvious. Every 
sort of persecution is to be exercised against me. A coroner's 
jury will sit this evening, being the fourth time. The object 
of this unexampled measure is to obtain an inquest of murder. 
Upon this a warrant will be issued to apprehend me, and, if I 
Hboald be taken, no bail would probably be allowed. Tod 
knoiv enough of the temper and principles of the generality 
f the officers of onr State government to form a judgment 
of my position. 

"The statement (by Van Ness) in the Morning Chvaiiide 
WftS not submitted to my perusal, I being absent at the time of 
the publication. Several circumstances not very favorable to 
the deceased are suppressed ; I presume, from holy reverence 
for the dead. I am waiting the report of this jury ; when 
that is known, you shall be advised of ray movements." 

On Saturday evening (July 2l5t), a barge lay off a little 
wharf behind Richmond Hill. At ten o'clock. Burr, sur 
rounded by a party of his fiionds, left his residence, and 
walked down to the river. The barge came alongside, when 
Burr, accompanied by his unswerving friend Swartwout, and 
n Bivorite servant, stepped on board. The boat was imme- 
diately pushed off, and ila prow tuined down the river. All 
night the bargemen plied their oars, while Burr and his com- 
panion lay in the stem, and, at intervals, slept. By nine 
a'clock on Sunday morning the boat was opposite the lawn 
af Commodore Truxton'e residence at Perth Amboy, in New 
Jersey. What occurred there was related by the gallant 
dommodore himself in a letter, which was published in the 
Enening Post a few days after. 

" On Sunday morning," wrote Commodore Truxton, " b» 
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tween the hours of nine and ten o'clock, I was engaged in my 
stadj, when a servant came and said a gentleman wanted to 
see me. Supposing it to be one of my neighbors, I desired 
him to ask the gentleman to be seated in the drawing-room 
for a few minutes, and I would wait upon him. Soon after 
Mrs. Truxton came in, and told me it was the Vice-President. 
I immediately went down stairs, and a negro boy walked up 
to me, whom I did not at that moment recognize ; he said 
that Colonel Burr was in a boat, and wished to see me. 1 
went out, and discovered the boat that landed the boy laying 
off at a short distance from the shore, and the bargemen on 
their oars, keeping a position opposite to my landing-place. 

^^ As soon as I approached near enough to the boat, the 
Vice-President and mvsclf exchani^ed salutations. The boat 
then came in, when he landed immediately, as did Mr. Swart- 
wout, whom he introduced me to, never having seen that gen- 
tleman before. 

" In walking up to my house, the Vice-President told mo 
they had been most of the night on the water, and a dish 
of good coffee would not come amiss. I told him it should be 
furnished with pleasure. As soon as we got on the piazza, I 
ordered breakfast, which was soon prepared, as the equipage 
of that meal was not yet removed below. 

" After breakfast, Mr. Swart wout returned to New York^ 
and the Vice-President asked me if horses were to be pro- 
cured to take him on his journey further southward. Not be- 
lieving, as it was Sunday (and as I was afterward informed), 
that he could be accommodated with convenience in this re- 
spect, I told him so, and that he must content himself where 
he was. On Monday morning, however, I ordered up my own 
horses and carriage, and took him to Cranberry, about twenty 
miles from this place, where he hired a carnage and horses to 
proceed with him to the Delaware, and I returned home. 
During the time Colonel Burr was with me, but little was 
said of the duel ; delicacy on his part, as well as mine, 
prevjnted such conversation. He appeared to me to feel 
much more sorrow and regret than I have observed in any 
other person on the occasion, though I have seen many 
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who expreisea unfeigned regret, and I was certain that they 
telt it. 

" In conversation I took an opportunity of observing my 
own feelings on the subject, and that General Hamilton I had 
esteemed as an invaluable friend, statesman, and soldier ; that 
as a politician, I admired him always, and, in fact, loved him 
as a brother. These expressions were made rather involun 
tarity, and I was sorry I made them, as they excited an in- 
creased emotion in the breast of Colonel Burr, which ought 
not to have been made by me, but it seemed unavoidable. I 
added, at the same time, that I had, and always had, an un- 
feigned and sincere regard for Colonel Burr, and that while I 
regretted the past event, I at the same time gave him a hearty 
welcome, as I should have done General Hamilton, had the 
late of their interview been reversed, and he had made me a 
visit. I have taken time and pains to recollect and relate, as 
nearly verbatim as possible, every material expression on the 
subject, introduced in consequence of the unfortunate catas- 
trophe, or that passed between us ; and hope it will prevent 
any further misrepresentation, at least as far as you can pre- 
vent it. 

^^The difference of these two gents' political opinions, I 
could not but know ; but notwithstanding thb difference, 1 
had often met them together when the demon of discord, in 
no instance, excited an expression or gesture in the one that 
could disturb the harmonious feelings of the other. But I al- 
ways observed in both a disposition when together to make 
time agreeable, according to the end intended by such meet- 
ings in society, at the houses of each other, and of friends 
and it was never, until the unhappy affair of a duel was an 
nounced here, that I could have believed such a business wa 
in contemplation between those gentlemen. 

^' No man, sir, can lament this sad event more sincerely than 
I do ; and particularly since I have examined the correspond- 
ence and other papers on the subject. But let the melan* 
choly lesson teach the inconsiderate that while any gentleman 
may express his opinion of men and things as he pleasea 
whether by letter or otherwise, under his own responsibility 
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th«t he shonld be cantioiis how he implicates or coAiinit* 

others ; who in good faith, perhaps, and in private converaiK 
tion, communicate sentiments never intended far the pubtio 
ear. That such conversations daily happen among gentlemen, 
there can bo no doabt ; but for the honor of society, they are 
bnt seldom promulgated to the world without permission, of 
by some uncommon accident." 

From Cranberry, Colonel Burr was conveyed in a light 
wagon to the ferry at Bristol, whence he crossed into Penn- 
sylvania, and so, by back roads, made his way, incog.^ to PhiU 
adelphia. News traveled slowly at that day. At a tavern in 
Pennsylvania, the landlo*'!, who knew the fugitive, accosted 
him by name, but was immediately silenced, and put on hie 
guard. Burr found that the duel, which had been fought 
thirteen days before, had not yet been heard of in tho village. 
Reaching Philadelphia in safety, he was welcomed to the 
house of his old friend, Dallas, and, at once, appeared in the 
streets, on foot and on horseback, exactly as if nothing wae 
the matter ; or, to use the language of the Trenton FtderciiU 
isty '^ he had the hardihood to show himself in the streets.** 
A slight indisposition having withdrawn him from public ob* 
iervation, for a day or two, he was reported to be danger- 
ously sick. '^ What !" exclaimed the pious Cheetham, ^ has 
the vengeance of God overtaken him so soon ?" 

The last days of July wore away, and Burr was still wait* 
ing to hear the result of the coroner's inquest. This was not 
rendered till the 2d of August, at two o'clock in the morning. 
John Swartwont immediately dispatched an express to Van 
Ness who was secreted in the country, and to Burr at Phila- 
delphia. Ho added, that the excitement was subsiding in New 
York, and that Burr's old friends were " rapidly traveling back 
to 1800. Governor Lewis," he said, " speaks of the proceed- 
ings openly as disgraceful, illiberal, and ungentlemanly. In 
shoit, a little more noise on their side, and a little further 
magnanimity on ours, is all that is necessary. In all this 
bustle, judicious men see nothing but the workings of the 
meanest passions." 

Warrants were immediately issued for the arrest of the 
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pHlf(!lp3T and ttie two aeconda. Burr foresaw fhnt, iu the pre# 
ent stute of the public mind. Governor Lcn-is would be com' 
pellod lo demand hi^ surrender from the Governor of Penn- 
gylvauin, wlio would bo obliged to order hU arrest. In ihis 
ejctremity, lie offered to surrender on condition of receiving M 
guaranty thnt he should be released on bait. This could ndi 
be. In tlio midst of a plensant renewal of hia flirtation with* 
Celeste, svhiuli protiiised now to have a Berions issue, ho waa 
compelled to make preparations for an immediate flight. " If 
any male Aiend of youi-s," he wrote to bis daughter, " should 
bo dying of ennui, recommend to him to engage in a duel and 
ft courtship at the (lame time." He tells her that the stories' 
afloat in the pnpers of attempts to aBsaasinate him arc aB" 
Inbles. "Those who wish me dead prefer to keep at a very 
respeetfiil distance." 

Had he no feeling, then ? Did he not deplore the domeStW 
ruin nhiuh the duel had caused? The reader who desires to 
be as just to an execrated as to an honored name, will girA' 
due weight t<> the cirenmstnncea of iho man. Before tW 
better feelings of the heart had time to wake, he became hin»- 
•lelf an object of what he thought persecution, and pcl'secl^ 
lion set on foot by political oneniics for party purposes. Ev6^ 
iTohn Adams thought that the prodigious demonstrations at 
respect and soiiow which the death of Hamilton elieited, wor^' 
paid to the Federalist more than to the man. It was, more- 
over, one of the ruling principles of Burr's life, inculcated by" 
word and example, to make little of life's miseries, and mtrefr 
of its pleasured. The man who made that wife a widow, and 
those eliildren fatherless, was not, as he thought, Aaron Burf, 
but Alexander Hamilton ; and if a similar or equal bercavei 
ment had occurred to himself, he would have accepted the 
ineviliiUe sti-oke, and gone on his way silent and composcdt 
He always made light of such unavoidable calamities as death, 
A letter which he wrote during one ol" the yellow-fever period* 
in New York, began like this: "We die reasonably fasll. 
Mrs. Jones died Inst night ; but then Mi-s. Smith had twint 
(his morning; so the account is oven." This soldierly hard" 
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Des8 of character he cultivated, and recommeuded, and, pei^ 
haps, sometimes affected. 

The charitable mind tha^ reflects upon this dael will curse 
anew that wretched system of morals wliich puts Honor for 
Honesty, and Pride for Principle ; but will not too severely 
condemn the man who, in common with tnousands of the bright 
est spirits of his time and country, received that system for 
lack of a better, and lived up to it — to his ruin. 

About the middle of August, Colonel Burr, accompanied 
by Samuel Swartwout (a younger brother of the indomitable 
John), and attended by his ^vorite slave, Peter, a good- 
humored blunderer of iiflcen, secretly embarked for St. Si^ 
mon's, an island off the coast of Georgia, then the residence of 
a few wealthy planters. He had old friends upon thb island, 
and the arrival of a Vice-President was itself an event to ex- 
cite the few inhabitants of a place so remote from the great 
world. He was welcomed, on his arrival, to a mansion luxuri- 
ous and hospitable, and the resources of the island were 
placed at his disposal. He was serenaded by the island's 
only band of music. He saw no more averted faces and low- 
ering brows, and heard no more muttered execrations, as he 
passed. His southern friends, he found, had very different 
feelings with regard to the duel from the people at the North, 
and the society of St. Simon's bestowed every mark of consid- 
eration upon him that hospitable minds could suggest. *"*" You 
have no idea," he wrote to Theodosia, " of the zeal and ani- 
mation, of the intrepidity and frankness, with which Major 
Butler (his host) avowed and maintained — but I forget that 
ihis letter goes to Savannah by a negro, who has to swim half 
a dozen creeks, in one of which, at leasts it is probable he may 
drown, and that, if he escape drowning, various other acci 
dents may bring it to you through the newspapei-s, and then 
how many enemies might my indiscretion create for a man who 
had the sensibility and the honor to feel and to judge, and the 
firmness to avow — ." 

After a month's detention at St. Simon's by the devastations 
of a hurricane, he crossed to the main land, and made his way 
irith immense difficulties, traveling four hundred miles of the 
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distance in an open canoo, to his daughter's home in South 
Curolin.i. He was almost black from exposure when he ar- 
rived. Theodosia had passionately Jongcd for liis comiiig. 
She and her husband were devoted to him, believed in him 
ntterly, and saAv the late afiUir only with hia cyca. Ten days 
of happy repose, and eovdial, intimate intercoui'se, passed too 
swiftly. Then ho set out on the long land-journey to Wash- 
ington, where he was resolved to appear on the assembling of 
Congress, and peiform his duty as President of the Senate. 

At Petersburg, in Virginia, Burr was snrprised by the 
vanuth of his reception. Tlie liot Republicans there, headed 
by a Mr. O'Keefe, renowned for tiie fury of his polities Mul 
of his temper (he afterward fell in a political duel) arranged a 
demonstration for the destroyer of the areh-foo of deniociaoy. 
An invitation from the Republican oiiizena of the place to a 
public dinner, was communioaled to Burr through tho mayor, 
and couched in terms audaciously flattering, and intended tc 
reject on the contrary feeling that prevailed in the northern 
States. Burr acoepted. Tho dinner was attended by fitly or 
Rixty Repubticane, who received, toasted, and listened to the 
Vice-President with entliumsni. Alter dinner, twenty of the 
hilarious Democrats accompanied liim to the theater, where 
the audience rose at his entrance and cheered. '* Virginia," 
he wrote to his daughter, " is the last State, and Petersburg 
the last town in tlie Stale, in which I should have expected 
any open marks of hospitality and respect." 

Wliile these scenes were passing in Virginia, two other 
StatCA were wwting to try him for murder. The duel having 
been fought in New Jersey, certain Federalists of that State 
saeceeded, three months after, in getting Dr. Mason, one of 
the clergymen who had attended Hamilton, to give testimony 
on which to found an indictment. Burr was indicted accord 
ingly. In New York, the evidence had been given by Bishop 
Hoore, who administered the communion to the dying man. 
But for those two clergymen's second-hand testimony, there 
woald never have existed a word of legal evidence that the 
4nel bad been fought. 

On reaching Washington, he was greeted with tho lidingi 
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9f tbia new iadiotni«nt. " You have doabllcM heard," \m 
wrote to his ()auglit«r, " that tliere has eubsisteil fur sonu 
time a contcDlion of a very singular nature between the two 
Sutea ofNuw York and New Jersey. • • • Tlio iubjeot 
in difputo is, which stinll have the houor of hanging ttiu Vice- 
freridcnt. • • • You uhail have due notiue of time asd 
place. Whenever it may be, you may rely oti a great con- 
course of contpaiiy, mucli g^yety, and muny rare sigiits." 

But the question was never decided. Commodore Biddle 
ind Attorney-General Dallas, wrote a joint Uater to Goveinor 
Ploomfield of New Jeraey, who was himself a particular fi-iend 
gMk-i^tt, urging him not to prosecute. The leading Repub- 
pHrScnatoi'S addressed a similar letter to the governor. It 
was soon understood, that though nothing favorable to Burr 
ifould bo openly done, he should not be molested. Among 
the otliuials, and in the society of Washington, during hta last 
winter there, be was received with, at least, as much consider- 
ation as before. The President seems to have been more com- 
plaisant than usual. He gave one or two appointments to 
Burr's particular friends, this winter. Genei'al Wilkinson was 
made governor of the newly-acquired territory of Louisiana, 
and Dr. Brown secretary ; the latter appointment being cer- 
tunly made at Burr's request. 

For the exit of this " well-graced actor" from the drama of 
public life, an imposing pageant was preparing. The !SeD- 
ate, during this session, was to try Judge Cliacc, who had 
been impeached by the House of Repreaentatives. Oliaoe 
was a Judge of the Supreme Court of the United StUes, an 
able, prejudiced, arrogant man, who, it was cliarged, bad 
grossly abused the authority of the bench in certain political 
trials. The impeachment cre.ited an intense interest, and the 
trial attracted a concourse of people to Washington. Under 
the direction of the Vice-President, the Senate Chamber was 
fitted up in superb style, with seats and subdivisions for all the 
dignitaries of the nation, as well as for foieign embassailort 
and spectators. The Senators, as judges of this high court, 
were placed in a grand semicircle, on each side of the Vice- 
President, an awful array of jndicjfel authonty. Temporary 
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galleries were erected, and draped with blue doth, pari of 
which the Vice-PrcsideDt, with his usual gallantry, appro* 
priated to the ladies. The scene presented, while the trial 
was in progress, as described minutely in the papers of the 
day, must have been extremely striking. 

The trial began on the 4th of February, and ended, in a 
verdict of acquittal, on the 1st of March. The dignity, the 
grace, the fairness, the prompt, intelligent decision with which 
tiie Vice-President presided over the august court, extorted 
praiM) even from his enemies. " He conducted the ti-ial," said 
a newspaper of the day, " with the dignity and impartiality 
of an angel, but with the rigor of a devil." There w| 
tng tide of reaction in his favor, during the closing 
his public life, which, taken at the flood, might have led, if not 
to fortune, yet to an endurable existence among his country- 
men. 

The day after the Conclusion of the trial, the Vice-President 
took formal leave of the Senate, in a speech which produced 
an unexpected and profound sensation. I find an imperfect 
repoit of it copied into Federal and Republican papers of the 
time, and in a monthly magazine published in New York. It 
appeared, also, in European papers, both English and conti- 
nental ; for the late events had made the names of Hamilton 
and Burr familiar to the whole world. The Washington 
federalist gave the original report, which was prepared, at 
the editor's request, by an unknown hand. The following is 
a copy : 

"On Saturday, the 2d of March, 1805," began the reporter, 
" Mr. Burr took leave of the Senate. This was done at a 
time when the doors were closed ; the Senate being engaged in 
executive business, and, of course, there were no spectators. 
It is, however, said to be the most dignified, sublime, and im- 
pressive that ever was uttered ; and the effect which it pro* 
duced justifies these epithets. I will give you the best account 
I have been able to obtain, from the relation of several Sena- 
tors, as well Federal as Republican. 

"Mr. Burr began by saying that he had intended to pasi 
Jbe day with them, but the increase of a slight indispositioa 
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had d(!termined him then to take leave of them. He touched 
lightly on some of the rules and orders of the House, and roo- 
ommcnded, in one or two points, alterations, of which ho 
briefly explained the reasons and principles. » 

'^ He said he was sensible he must at times have wounded 
the feelings of individual members. He had ever avoided en- 
tering into explanations at the time, because a moment of irri* 
tation was not a moment for explanation ; because hi» position 
(being in the chair) rendered it impossible to enter into ex- 
planation, without obvious danger of consequences which 
might hazard the dignity of the Senate, or prove disagreeable 
Mkl iiyurious in more than one point of view; that he had, 
therefore, preferred to leave to their reflections his justiflca- 
tion; that, on his part, he had no injuries to complain of: if 
any had been done or attempted, he was ignorant of the 
authoi*8; and if he had ever heard heftiad forgotten, for, he 
thanked God, he had no memory for inj|uries. 

" He doubted not but that they had found occasion to ob- 
serve that to be prompt was not therefore to be precipitate ; 
and that to act without delay was not always to act without 
reflection ; that error was often to be preferred to indecision ; 
that his errors, whatever they might have been, were those 
of rule and principle, and not of caprice ; that it could not be 
deemed arrogance in him to say that, in his ofllcial conduct, 
he had known no party — no cause — no friend ; that if, in the 
opinion of any, the discipline which had been established ap- 
proached to rigor, they would at least admit that it was uni* 
form and indiscriminate. 

" He further remarked, that the ignorant and unthinking 
affected to treat as unnecessary and fastidious a rigid attention 
to rules and decorum ; but he thought nothing trivial which 
touched, however remotely, the dignity of that body; and he 
appealed to their experience for the justice of this sentiment, 
and urged them in language the most impressive, and in a 
manner the most commanding, to avoid the smallest relaxation 
of the habits which he had endeavored to inculcate and estab- 
lish. 

** But he challenged their attention to considerations more 
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momentous than any which regarded merely their personal 
honor and character — the preservation of law, of liberty, and 
the Constitution. This House, said he, is a sanctuary ; a cita- 
del of law, of order, and of liberty ; and it is hero — it is 
here, in this exalted refuge — here, if any where, will resist- 
nce bo made to the storms of political frenzy and the silent 
arts of corruption ; and if the Constitution be destined ever 
to perish by the sacrilegious hands of the demagogue or the 
usurper, which God avert, its expiring agonies will be wit- 
nessed on this floor. "\ 

"He then adverted to those affecting sentiments which ^tm 
tended a final separation — a dissolution, perhaps for ever, of 
those associations which he hoped had been mutually satisfac- 
tory. He consoled himself, however, and them, with the re- 
flection that, though they separated, they would be engaged 
in the common cause of disseminating principles of freedom 
and social order. He should always regard the proceedings 
of that body with interest and with solicitude. He should 
feel for their honor and the national honor so intimately con- 
nected with it, and took his leave with expressions of pei*sonal 
respect, and with prayers and wishes. 

" In this cold relation a distant reader, especially one to 
whom Colonel Burr is not personally known, will be at a loss 
to discover the cause of those extraordinary emotions which 
were excited. The whole Senate were in tears, and so un- 
manned that it was half an hour before they could recover 
themselves sufliciently to come to order, and choose a Vice- 
President lyro tern. 

" At the President's, on Monday, two of the Senators were 
relatins: these circumstances to a circle which had collected 
round them. One said that he wishad that ihh tradition 
might be preserved as one of the most extra<ydinary events 
he had ever witnessed. Another Senator beinf asked, on the 
day following that on which Mr. Burr took his leave, how long 
ho was speaking, after a moment's pause, said he could form 
no idea ; it might have been an hour, and it might have been 
but a moment ; when he came to his senses, ho seemed to 
have awakened as from a kmd of trance. 
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^The characteristics of the Vice-Preeideot's manner seemed 
to have been elevation and dijs^nity — a consciousness of sape- 
riority. Nothing of that whining adulation ; those canting, 
hypocritical complaints of want of talents ; assurance of his 
endeavors to please them ; hopes of their &\ jr, etc. On the 
contrary, he told them explicitly that he had determined to 
ursue a conduct which his judgment should approve, and 
which should secure the suffrage of his own conscience^ and 
fae had never considered who else might be pleased or 
ised ; although it was but justice on this occasion to 
them for their deference and respect to his official con- 
duct — the constant and uniform support he had received from 
every member — for their prompt acquiescence in his decis- 
ions ; and to remark, to their honor, that they had never de- 
scended to a single motion of passion or embarrassment ; and 
so far was he from apologizing for his defects, that he told 
them that, on reviewing the decisions he had had occasion to 
make, there was no one which, on reflection, he was disposed 
to vary or retract. 

''As soon as the Senate could compose themselves suffi* 
ciently to choose a President pro tem.^ they came to the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'' Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of the Senate be 
presented to Aaron Burr^ in testimony of the impartiality, 
dignity, and ability, with which he has presided over their de- 
liberations, and of their entire approbation of his conduct in 
the discharge of the arduous and important duties assigned 
him as President of the Senate ; and that Mr. Smith, of Mary- 
land, and Mr. White, be a committee to wait on him with this 
resolution. 

" To which resolution Colonel Burr returned the following 
answer to the Senate : 

" Next to the eatisfaction ansmg from a consciousness ot 
oaving discharged my duty, is that which is derived from the 
approbation of those who have been the constant witnesses oi 
my conduct, and the value of this testimony of their esteem 
Is greatly enhanced by the promptitude and unanimity witl 
which it is offered. 
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** I pra^ yon to accept my rcspcctrul scknowledgmeiits, and 
the assurance of iny inviolable attaelinient to the interests and 
dignity of t!ie Senate." 

In remarking upon this report, Burr wrote: "It is trne, 
that I made a talk, as was decent and proper, to tlie Senate 
on leaving them foi-inally. There was nothing wriltnn or pre- 
pared, except that it bad been some days on my mind to say 
eometliing. It was the solemnity, the anxiety, the expeetit- 
tion, and tlie interest wliich I saw strongly painted i 
countenances of the auditors, that inspired whatever v 
I neither shed tears nor assumed tenderness; but I 
flow abundantly. The story in this newspaper is rathcrl 
vardly and pompously told. It has been gathered up, I pr^ 
siinie, from different relations of the facts. This iiews|>aper 
has been for months past, and, for anghl I know (for I read 
none of them), still is, one of the most ^buuve against A. 
Burr." 

Some of the Senators were not long in regiuning their com- 
posure ; for the usual resolution gi'anting a per|tGtuity of the 
franking privilege to the retiring Vice-President, was not 
passed unanimously — as such resolutions generally are, It 
vas doubtful, for a time, whetiier it would pass at all ; but 
was finally itassed by a voio of 18 to 13, 

On the 4th of March, Jeffcison, with the acclamations of a 
party, that was then almost tfie naSion, was sworn, a second 
Ume, into the presidential office. George Clinton, the head of 
^c family whom Burr regarded as his ohief enemies, became 
Vice-Pi-esident, Aaron Burr vanished from thtj political arena, 
never to re-appear thereon, except in the persona of those 
vbora he formed and influenced, and through whom, & quar- 
ter of a century later, he overturned the Virginian dynasty. 

During his absence at the South, Richmond Hill had been 
forced to a sale for twenty-five thousand dollai's, and the 
•mount appropnated to the payment of liifi debts. The sum 
realized was not enough ; lie still owed between seven and 
eight thousand dollara in the city, for which his person would 
be liable if ha should appear there. A few thousands we)« 
twed to him, which, as aSiuis then stood, could not bo ool- 
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lectcd. His library and wine wore still unsold. Probably, 
if a balance had been Btruck, it would have been found that 
he was about five thousand dollara less than solvent ; but, in 
effect, he was woi-se off than that ; for his debts were unequiv- 
ocal, his assets unavailable, his income nothing, his practice 
gone, his native and his adopted States both closed upon him 
He was what is commonly called a ruined man. 

" In New York," he wrote to his son-in-law, " I am to be 
4iafranchiscd, and in New Jersey hanged. Having substan- 
Jtod objections to both, I shall not, for the present, hazard 
\|||ier, but shall seek another country. You will not, from 
this, conclude that I have become passive, or disposed to sub- 
mit tamely to the machinations of a banditti. If you should 
you would greatly err. -^— and his clan affect to deplore, 
but secretly rejoice at and stimulate the villainies of all sorts 
which are practiced against me. Their alarm and anxiety, 
however, are palpable to a degree perfectly ridiculous. Their 
awkward attempt to propitiate reminds one of the Indian 
worship of the evil spirit. God bless you ever." 

Ho was full of confidence in himself and hope for the future. 
Many of his old friends went from New York to Philadelphia 
on purpose to visit him, after his return from Washington, 
and they found him the same gay, busy, indomitable Burr 
they had known in the palmiest days of his past career. 

What next, then V Ay, What next ? 

Every lover of gossip in the United States, or, in other 
words, every sane inhabitant of the United States, was asking 
this question in the spring of 1805. What will Burr do now? 
Where will he go ? For ten years past, he had filled a large 
place in the public view, and recent events had fixed all eyes 
upon him. In every part of the country, he had strong per- 
sonal friends, men who had supported and worked hard for 
him in hotly-contested campaigns — women who had loved his 
black eyes, and thought him a knight without fear and with- 
out reproach. His portrait hung upon walls, his bust stood 
upon mantels. Always a man of whom anecdotes were told, 
he was now the subject of a thousand preposterous rumors 
and the hero of a thousand groundless or exaggerated tales 
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H6 was regarded as a mysterious being, a man of un&thom« 
able parposes, and able to bend all things and persons to his 
will. The public mind was prepared to believe any thing of 
Burr, provided only that it was sufficiently incredible ! 

The reader is entreated to give due consideration to the fact 
just mentioned, for it is a clew which may guide us through 
the laybrinth we are about to attempt. I have groped in it 
long, as others have before me. It is tortuous and heaped 
with falsehoods, as surely no other ' passage' of history ever was 
before. I invite the reader to enter, and follow the path whioh 
lead me to — what looks like daylight. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

HE SEEKS A NEW COUNTRY. 

MnttAK A Ointt — BuiiK*8 Fbik^tm is Tins Wmrcsx OomrntT — Oktoesal Wn KuHKNl 
— Tub Grrat West ix 1S;)5<->Burb goes West — Narrative or Mattdsw 
Lyox — The Voyage down the Ohio — BLEXNERnASSErr Island — Qrako Ba- 
CEPnoM AT Nashvillk — Arrival ix New Orleans — New Orleans tokx — 
IIis Life there — Keturn Eastward — Bl'rr suspected by iub Spaniards— 
Journey through Kentucky — Letter of Clark to Wilkinson — Intervikw 
Betm'ern Wilkinson and Burr — Mysterious Letter prom Burr to Wilkiv* 
•on — Correspondence Between Burr and Blenneriiassett — Intbrvibw Bm- 
TWKEN ButtR and Jefferson — Fuetuer Spanisu Aoorsssions. 

On Monday the 29th of December, 1803, at noon, the tn- 
colored flag of France, which floated from the staff in the 
public square of New Orleans, and upon which tlie eyes of 
expectant thousands were fixed, began to descend. At the 
same moment, the stars and stripes of the American Union 
appeared above the crowd, and slowly mounted the 8ta£ 
Midway, the two standards met, and, for a minute or two, 
were lost in each otlier's friendly folds. Then, amid the thun- 
ders of cannon, the music of Hail Columbia, the cheers of the 
spectators, the waving of handkerchiefs and banners, the tri- 
color continued its descent to the ground, and the flag of the 
United States soared rapidly alofl, and flung out its folds to 
the breeze on the summit of the mast. 

Louisiana was ours 1 The mouths of the Mississippi were 
free ! The prosperity of the great valley was secure I The 
tide of emigration, for sixteen years held in check by the in- 
tolerance of the Spaniards, was now free to pour itself into 
the most productive region of the earth ! The insolence of 
the Dons, whom every western man had learned to despise 
and detest, was signally rebuked I 

Colonel Burr, now without a country, was one of the thou- 
sands who were looking westward, as the scene of a new 
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aareer. He was resolved, at least, to neo the region wbiob 
leemed to piesont to men of energy giich boundless opporli> 
fiitics. Hi; liad innny friends ni the West — old army acquaint- 
ances, members of Congress with wiiom lie liad acted, Senators 
over whom he had preRided. lu 179tt, >vhi>u tlio KcderalisU 
had delnytil the admission of Tennessee into tlio Union, Burr 
had been jsealoiw in her cause, and tliereby won great popu 
larity in the new State. General Jaoksoii had njipeaved on 
the scene aa her representative in Congress ; " a tall, Inolc, nn- 
eonth-looking personage, with long locks of hitir hanging over 
bis face, and u queue down hia Ixick tied in an oi?l-skin ;*liis dress 
nnenlar, his manners and deportment those of n rough back> 
woodsmun."* With him, it was natmal that Burr should be- 
come tiitimnte. Dayton, ibrmoily Speaker of the House, 
recently a Senator from New Jersey, a near velativo of Burr's 
old Elizabeth town fiiend, Matthew Ogden, went westward in 
lb e spring of 1 SOS. John Smith, n self-made man of spirit 
And talent, lately a Senator from Ohio, now one of the chief 
men of that vigorous young State, was another of Burr's 
Aienda, Matthew Lyon, a noted ultra Democrat ol that day, 
who had been est.ranged from Bitrr during the two intrigues 
of 1801, but was now well-disposed toward him because he 
thought IjiTn a perscuuted man, had also removed to the tar 
WesB. All over the valley of the Mississippi, there were men 
wbo resented the late proceedings in New York and Now 
Jersey, and wci-o ready to go all lengths in showing reapout 
to a man whom they regarded in the light of a martyr to 
Federal machinations and puritanic bigotry. 

Bnri-'s oldest friend in the West was General Wilkinson 
oommaDdcr-in- chief of the army, and recently appointed Gov 
•rnor of Louisiana. Wilkinson and Buit had climbed to 
getber the heights of Quebec, and formed, amid those scones 
the friendship which fellow-soldiers know. They had seldom 
met since, but had corresponded, conlidentially and in cipher, 
at intervals, for mnny years. In 1787, Wilkinson had emi- 
grated to New Orieans then a Spanish port, where, till 1791, 

* ReconcellMM of Albon Gnltatiu, quoted b^ Mr. Hildredth in bis Wiewrj 
<f lbs Unired States. 
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he had traded in tobacco, a subject, by residence, of the 'King 
of Spain. Not prospering in trade, he resumed his military 
career in 1791, and obtained command of the western posts. 

The character of this man was not unblemished. It is cer- 
tain that he was extravagant, fond of the table, fond of show, 
boastful, and otherwise weak. It was Wilkinson, the reader 
may remember, who, as aid-de-camp to Gates in 1777, blabbed 
to Lord Stirling an expression used by Conway to Gates, dis- 
paraging the generalship of Washington, which led to Con- 
way's ruin, and to much other embarrassment and difficulty. 
There is strong (but not convincing) evidence, that while hold- 
ing a commission in the American army, he had been a pen- 
sioner of the King of Spain. There was a party in the West, 
in 1796, who favored a separation of the westeni States fi'om 
the Union. Wilkinson was of that party, and had dreams of 
leading the revolt, and becoming, to use his own words, " the 
Washington of the West." The Spanish viceroy favored a 
project calculated to weaken a neighbor that was growing 
portentously powerful, and of whom the heme government 
was beginning to stand in dread. Unless the evidence on this 
point is flat perjury (which, indeed, it may be), Wilkinson was 
paid by the Spanish to promote the scheme, and drew up, for 
the viceroy, a list of the leading citizens of Kentucky known 
to be disaffected to the Union, who, he thought, would also 
accept money for the same purpose. Daniel Clark swears 
that he saw this list in Wilkinson's hand-writing, and that 
Wilkinson confessed, in effect, that he had been himself a 
pensioner.* 

The reader must be reminded that, during the administra- 
tion of John Adams, the Union, to backwoodsmen, had not 
the sacred charm it has since possessed. The noise of party 
contention filled the land. The Union, as Wilkinson himself 

* There is a portrait of General Wilkinson in the Hall of Independence 
at Philadelphia, which represents him as a portly, red-faced individoal, 
dressed in the blue and yellow uniform of the Revolution. The portrait oon* 
firms the impression, derived from the writings of the time, that he was a 
hon vtvon^ merry, oxtravaganti boastful — the last man for a conspirator 
though of easy virtue enough. 
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•aid, seemed to hang together by a thread, which any mo» 
mont might break. Westera men could not but spccubte 
np»m the effect a disruption would have upon their own polit* 
ical condition. Wilkinson may have thought of hastening the 
catastrophe, of founding a western republic, and of becom- 
ing its Washington, without being, in any sense of the word, 
a traitor. 

Nor, in 1805, was the great West quite content. The ac- 
quisition of Louisiana had reduced the malcontents to a very 
inconsiderable minority, but there were still those who were 
dissatisfied with the monopolizing of the great federal offices 
by the politicians of the East, and who thought it absurd and 
undesirable to be connected with a government whose capital 
was a two months^ journey distant. Nine tenths of the people, 
however, though they may all have grumbled a little, were 
attached to the Union, were proud of its President, were fer- 
vently devoted to the democratic ideas which he had made 
familiar to their minds. 

And now Aaron Burr was to traverse this magnificent do- 
main. A variety of projects lay half-formed in his mind — 
projects of land speculation, of canal-making, of settling in 
some rising city of the West in the practice of the law, of be- 
ginning anew his political life as the representative of a new 
State in Congress. If more ambitious schemes agitated him, 
they were concealed ; neither in his diary, nor in his volumi- 
nous correspondence, published or unpublished, is there the 
slightest reference to any but ordinary and legitimate objects 
during the year 1805. The project of getting himself elected 
a member of Congress, was not, it seems, his own idea. On 
this point we have the testimony of Matthew Lyon, who, when 
all the world was exculpating itself from participation in Burr's 
plans, wrote a graphic narrative of certain events which pre- 
ceded Burr's departure for th^ land of promise. Amid the 
heaps of dull, false, and semi-false statements which the events 
of the following year called forth, this narrative of a disinter 
ested witness is particularly interesting. I quote the mate- 
rial part of Mr. Lyon's deposition 

^S^me time in the winter, 1805, coming one morning (to 
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Washington) from Alexandria, by way of the navy- yard and 
passing by the house where General Wilkinson Hvccl, he calliid 
on nie to corae in ; aflcr congratulating him on his appoint- 
ment as governor, and some other conversation, Colonel Burr's 
name was mentioned. Colonel Burr had no claim to friendly 
attentions from me. I had no acquaintance with him before 
the contest conceding the presidential election. I had r^ 
sisted the solicitations of my friends, who wished to introduce 
mo to him in March, 1801, on account of his misconduct in 
that affair ; yet when I saw him persecuted for what I con- 
«idered no more than fair play among duelists, I advocated 
him ; this brought about an acquaintance, by no means inti- 
mate. In the course of the conversation between the general 
and myself, we regretted the loss of so much talent as Colonel 
Burr possessed ; wo viewed him on the brink of a precipice, 
from which, in a few days, he must fall ; from the second star 
tion in the nation, he must fall to that of a private citizen. 

"Tiie general entered warmly into his praise, and talked of 
a foreign embassy for him. This I assured him could not be 
obtained. The general then asked me if I could not think of 
something which would do for the little counselor ? I replied, 
that he might very readily become a member of the Congress, 
which was to meet the coming winter, and in the state of par- 
ties, considering the ecl&t with which he was likely to leave 
the Senate, he might very probably be Speaker. 

" The creneral was anxious to know how he could be elected 
to Congress. I explained. Let Colonel Burr mount his horse 
the 4th of March, and ride through Virginia to Tennessee, 
giving out that he intends settling at Nashville, in the practice 
of the law. Let him commence the practice, and fix himself 
a home there ; his renconter with General Hamilton will no 
injure him. Let him attend the courts in that district. Let 
him in July next intimate to some of the numerous friends (hif 
preeminent talents and suavity of manners will have made foi 
him) that he would willingly serve the district in Congi'ess 
They will set the thing on foot, and he is sure to be elected 
there is no constitutional bar in the way. 

^' As I finished thi« explanation, the general rose, and, in a 
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seeming ecstasy, clapped his hands on my shoulders, exclaim- 
ing with an oath, ' This will do ! — it is a heavenly thought — 
worthy of him who thought it !' He rang the bell, ordered 
his lioots, and said he would go instantly and inform the little 
counselor, and would call on me in the House in the course of 
two or three hours. He did so, and informed me he had, at 
Colonel Burros request, made an appointment for mo to caU 
on him. 

** I was punctual. Colonel Buit lived at Mr. Wheaton's, 
near the north side of Pennsylvania Avenue, not far from 
Rhoades's. It was in the evening. I knocked, or pulled the 
bell, several times, before a servant came, who informed me 
that Colonel Burr was not to be seen, he was engnged with 
company. I gave the servant my name, and directed him to 
go and tell Colonel Burr that I had called. Colonel Burr 
came, and invited me up staii*s, and requested me to sit with 
Mrs. Wheaton half an hour, when he would be with me. In 
about three quarters of an hour he came, and apologized for 
his delay. I observed to him that he had a large company, 
among whom I recognized the voices of Generals Wilkinson 
and Da3rton, although I had not heard of the latter gent'f 
being in to\vn. I hoped he had not hurried himself from 
ihera on account of seeing me ; that I had been well ente^ 
tained by Mr. and Mrs. Wlieaton, and would have been so an 
hour or two longer, if he wished to remain with his company, 

*^ Colonel Burr said the meeting was about some land con- 
cern in the western country ; that they had gone as far aa 
they could with it at that time ; my coming had been no in- 
terruption ; ho was very glad to see me, and soon commenced 
on the subject of the coming election in Tennessee. I re- 
peated what I said to General Wilkinson. He admitted the 
possibility of success in the course I pointed out ; but did 
not seem to be so much enamored with the project as General 
Wilkinson. He said he was obliged on the 4th of March to 
go to Philadelphia ; fVom thence he would go to Pittsburg, 
and thence to the western country by water. I offered him 
% passage in my boat from Pittsburg, ii he should be there 
vheu 1 should have done my business on the Monongahell^ 
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and descended to Pittsburg. I assured him, however, aL 
cb.ince of obtaining the election in Tennessee, would be jeop 
ardised, if not lost, by such a delay. He told me he had 
ordered a boat prepared for him at Pittsburg, and he talked 
ns if liis business at Philadelphia was indispensable, as well aa 
his voyage down the Ohio. 

** In stating this conversation, I give the substance of all 
the other convci'sations I had that winter with Colonel Burr, 
at Washington, except that, in some of them, the embassy was 
talked of. He observed, that my friend Wilkinson thought I 
would be a proper person, in a blunt way, to mention it to tho 
President. He asked me, if I dared tell tho President that 
he ought to send Colonel Burr on the foreign embassy talked 
of? I told him very bluntly, I would not." 

This ended the intercourse of the three friends in Wash- 
ington. Lyori started homeward. About tho 10th of Aprils 
Colonel Burr Ictl Philadelphia for Pittsburg, where he arrived 
after nineteen days' riding. 

The boat which he had ordered was ready, and on the fol- 
lowing morning he found himself floating down the Ohio. "Hxs 
boat was a rude floating house, or ark, sixty feet long and 
fourteen wide, containing four apartments, a dining-room, a 
kitchen with fire-place, and two bed-rooms, all lighted by glasn 
windows, and the whole covered by a roof, which served as a 
promenade deck. The cost of this commodious structure, ho 
found, to his astonishment, was only a hundred and thirty- 
three dollars. Of propelling power it had none, but merely 
floated down the swifl and winding stream, aided occasion* 
ally, and kept clear of snngs and sand-banks, by a dexterous 
use of the pole. In the spring, the current of the Ohio rushea 
along with surprising swiftness, carrying with it an ark or raft 
eight miles an hour. It would be a resistless torrent at tha( 
season but for its innumerable bends. Along its whole course, 
hills steep, picturesque, and lofty, rise almost from the bed of 
the river, and pour their streams headlong into it, whenever 
the rain falls or the snow melts. For hundreds and hundreds of 
miles, this most monotonously beautiful of rivers winds and coils 
Uself about among those never-varying, seldom-receding hill% 
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skirted by a narrow fringe of bottom lands. Those hills, soon 
to be " vine-clad," were then one forest ; those bottoms, now 
smiling with farms, or disfigured by the shabbiest of towns 
and villages, were then destitute of inhabitants, for hundreds 
oi miles at a stretch. 

Colonel Burr was always a swift traveler. Lyon had nearly 
two days' start, but was, overtaken by him in a day and ahalC 
The two boats, in the social fashion of the time, were then 
lashed together, and floated in company for four days. Passed 
Wheeling on the 3d of April, a neat, pretty village, of sixty 
or eighty houses ; where Burr observed several well-dressed 
women, who had the air of fashion and movements of '* f/oH 
others on the coast.'' Passed Marietta on the 5th ; where he 
saw houses that would be called handsome anywhere. The 
leading gentlemen of the place called to oifer civilities and 
hospitalities. The voyagers all walked several miles to see the 
mounds and other antiquities near Marietta, which quite pux- 
iled the voyager in chief — as they have wiser men. At Mari- 
etta the two boats parted company, and Burr continued his 
voyage alone. 

A few miles below Marietta, is the far-famed Blennerhassett 
Island. It is an island nearly three miles long, but so narrow 
that it contains less than three hundred acres of land. The 
river on each side is narrow enough to admit of conversation 
between the island and the shore. Beyond the river, on each 
dde of it, swell aloft, like dark clouds, the picturesque hills of 
the Ohio, forest-covered and forest-crowned, shutting in the 
little island from all the world. Here it was that Harman 
Blenncrhassett, an eccentric, romantic, idle, ^ shitUess' Irish- 
man, had contrived to expend forty thousand dollars (nearly 
all hif fortune) in building a house of original ugliness, and in 
laying out grounds remotely resembling those of country 
booses in the old country. The picture of this celebiated 
mansion saggesti, to one who has not read Mr. Wirt'8j>ration 
upon it| the idea of a semicircular barracks. A fair-sized, 
yery plain, two story wooden house, with curved wings of on« 
itoiy, the front connected into a whole by a piazza — is th« 
brief doscripUon of this celebrated abode. Th^ semioircalar 
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front WM one hundred and fonr feet from tip to tip. A lawn 
sarroiinded with trees and encircled by a carriage road, lay in 
front of the house. Further oif there were gardens, groves, 
fields, and bits of primeval wildeiness ; the whole forming a 
pleasant, but by no means a very sumptuous or beautiful, resi- 
dence. Aflor spending eight years in subduing the island 
wilderness, Mr. Blcnnerhassett still saw his work incomplete, 
and, what was woi*se, he was beginning to catch glimpses of 
the end of his purse. 

Colonel Burr had heard vaguely that some eccentric for- 
eigner lived upon this island, and, from curiosity only, landed, 
and moored his floating home to the shore. Learning thai 
the lord of the isle was absent, he and his companion strolled 
about the grounds awhile, and was about leaving when Mrs. 
Blcnnerhassett sent a servant to invite the strangers to the 
house, as her husband would soon return. Burr replied by 
sending his card, and declining the invitation, as he said curi- 
osity alone had induced him to land. The lady, upon learning 
the name of the stranger, came out to sec him, and so press- 
ingly invited him to stay, that he yielded, dined with the 
family, convened with them till eleven in the evening, and 
then continued his voyage. Mrs. Blcnnerhassett was an ener- 
getic, accomplished, amiable woman, but not remarkable for 
beauty or style. She was exceedingly pleased with her visitor, 
and remained his fast, admiring friend, through all the long 
series of events that followed this first interview. Her haa« 
band was equally captivated. 

Three hundred miles below is Cincinnati, then a town of 
fifteen hundred inhabitants (now two hundred thousand), 
which he reached in six days' floating. There he spent a day 
at the house of ex-Senator John Smith, and met his friend Day- 
ton, whose fortunes were to be bound up with his own. Prom 
the chief people of the place, he received the attentions which 
had greeted him everywhere west of the Alleghanies. 

At Louisville, then called the Falls of the Ohio, he again 
overtook Matthew Lyon. " There," continues Mr. Lyon, " I 
repeated to him that the delay he had made had ruined hia 
,>rospect of election, as that prospect depended solely on 
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domestication. At the falls, he changed his flat for a small 
boat, which he ordered to Eddyville (where I live), and rode 
to Nashville. 

"The newspapere described his arrival and reception there 
as one of the most magnificent parades that had ever been 
made at that place They contained lists of toasts, and great 
dinners given in honor of Colonel Burr, every body at and 
near Nashville seeming to be contending for the honor of hav- 
ing best treated or served Colonel Burr. 

"This I had expected; and when Colonel Burr called on 
me, on his way from Nashville to his boat, I inquired if any 
thing had been said about the election. He answered, ' Not 
one word.' I observed that he ought to think no more of it. 
In answer, he said he had little doubt of being elected delegate 
from Orleans Territory, but he would choose to be a member, 
and insisted that I should write to a friend of mine (who had 
paid him the most marked attention) to see if the thing could 
be yet set afloat, and to inform him he would be a resident in 
Tennessee. At the time of the election, he requested me to 
communicate the answer to him at Natchez. I complied with 
his wishes, the answer I received being unfavorable to him." 

Mr. Lyon adds, that what he did for Colonel Burr in the 
election, was done chiefly to oblige General Wilkinson Being 
asked whether, in his opinion. Burr was sincere in desiring an 
election, Lyon replied : " No doubt he would have been sm 
cerely rejoiced to have been elected." But he added, " There 
seemed too much mystery in his conduct. I suspected him to 
nave other objects in view, through which I could not pene 
trate. These objects I then believed were known to Greneral 
Wilkinson." 

At Nashville, he was the guest of General Jackson, ^' one 
3f those prompt, frank, ardent souls whom I love to meet," 
said Burr. He staid four days at Nashville. On the 3d of 
June, in an open boat provided by the general, he and his 
oompanion-secretary embarked ; and floated down the Cum- 
berland, two hundred and twenty miles, to its mouth, where 
they found the ark, and resumed their voyage down the Ohio. 

&cteen miles below the mouth of the Cumberland was Fort 
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Massac, a place of renown in the olden time, long one of ilie 
outposts of civilization. There he found General Wilkinson, 
on his ^^ ay to his government, and spent four days with him. 
The subjects of their conferences at this time, Wilkinson says, 
were perfectly legitimate. Himself, Buit, Dayton, and others, 
he declares, were deep in the project of making a canal round 
he rapids of the Ohio, at Louisville ; and this was much dis- 
cussed between them whenever they met. Land speculations 
were also talked of, and, more than all, the scheme of getting 
Burr into Congress. Wilkinson gave him lettei*s of introduc- 
tion to his friends in New Orleans, and, to expedite his voy- 
age, fitted him out *' an elegant barge, sails, colors, and ten 
oars, with a sergeant and ten able, faithful hands." 

The eight hundred miles from Fort Massac to Natchex, 
were accomplished in seven days. " Natchez," he wrote to 
his daughter, " is a town of three or four hundred houses ; the 
inhabitants traders and mechanics, but surrounded by wealthy 
planters, among whom I have been entertained with great 
hospitality and taste. These planters are, many of them, men 
of education and refinement ; live as well as yours, and have 
generally better houses. We are now going through a settled 
country, and during the residue of my voyage to New Or- 
leans, about three hundred miles, I shall take breakfast and 
dinner each day at the house of some gentleman on shore. I 
take no letters of introduction ; but, whenever I hear of any 
gentleman whose acquaintance or hospitalities I should desire, 
I send word that I am coming to see bim, and have always 
met a most cordial reception." 

June the 25th, sixty-seven days after leaving Philadelphia, 
the voyager, -whose occasional delays had been more than 
made up by his rapidity when in motion, landed on the levee 
of New Orleans. He was strongly prepossessed in favor of 
the place. " I hear so many pleasant things of Orleans," h 
wrote to his daughter, "that I should certainly (if one half of 
them aro verified on inspection) settle down there, were it not 
for Theodosia and her boy ; but these wiU control myfate.^^ 

The city then contained about nine thousand inhabitantai 
rhree hundred sea-going vessels, and six hundred river flat 



HE SEEKS A NEW COUNTBY. 41 

boats arrived annnally at its levees. Fonr forts, one at eaco 
angle of the city, half a mile apart, defended the city. Two 
of these wvre regularly-constructed fortresses, with fosse, 
glacis, and drawbridge. The two behind the city were stock* 
ades. Since the departure of the Spaniards these fortifications 
had been partly dismantled, but were capable, in a few weeks, 
of being restored to their original strength.* In 1805, the 

* Tho following 13 a description of New Orleans under Spanish rule, from 
a "Journal of a Tour in Unsettled parts of North Amoricii in 1796 and 
1797," by the late Francis Bally, F.R.S. It partly explains the hatred of the 
Spaniards which prevailed in tho western countr)* in tho early time: "Their 
houses aro gCRcrally built of wood, and boarded very plain in the inside, and 
mado very open, that there may bo a free circulation of air ; consequently 
they avoid all the inconvcnicnco and expense of paper, carpet?, llrcs, cur- 
tains, and hangings of diflfcrent kinds. Tho bedrooms aro fitted up in the 
same plain style, and arc furnished with nothing but a hard-stufftd bed, raised 
very much in \X\q middle^ and covered with a clean, white sheet; and over 
tho whole there is a largo gauze net (called a &ar), which is intended as a de- 
fense against the mosquitoes, and serves tolerably well to keep oH* those tor- 
menting creatures. On this sheet (spread upon tho bod, and under the net) 
you lie down without any other covering, and (if it be summer-tune) with tho 
doors and windows open, so intolerable is tho heat of the c^'matc. During 
several days when I was hero, tho thermometer was at 117° in the shade. 
The dress of the inhabitants is also correspondent to tho furnituro or tlieir 
houses : being clothed in the lightest manner possible, and every uno in the 
manner which pleases him best, there is not (in theso new countries) that 
strange propensity to ridiculo every ono who deviates from tho forms wlilch 
a more established society may have prescribed to itself; but every ono, in 
tliis respect, * docth that which is right in his own eyes,* Some will wear the 
short linen jacket of tho Americans , others, tho long flowing gown, or the 
doak of the Spaniards ; some, tho open trousers and naked collar ; othcrti, the 
more modem dress, of tight pantaloons and large cravats ; some, with the 
white or black chip hat ; others, with tho beaver vmfX feathers^ afler the man- 
"^r of tho Spaniards : and so in respect to all other minuliio of dress. * * • 
Thcro is but one printing press in tlio place, and that is mado use of by the 
government only. The Spanish government is too jealous to suffer tho inhab- 
itants to have tlie (h>o exercise of it; for, however strange it may appear, yet 
it is absolutely true that you can not even stick a paper against the wall 
(either to recover any thing lost, or to advertise any thing for sale) without 
ha first having the signature of the governor, or his secretary attached to it : 
and- on all thoso little bills which are stuck up at the corni ^rs of the streets 
yoa see the word * Permitted' written by tlio governor or his agent • • • 
As to tho diveraioiis of the plioe, they consist principally in biUiarda, of whiQ> 
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obief defense of the place was a volunteer ooq)s of Americam 
and Creoles, commanded by Daniel Clark, the great merchant 
of tlic city, the founder of that prodigious fortune for wliich 
his daughter, Mrs. Gaines, has so long contended in the 
courts. 

Daniel Clark had emigrated from England in 178G, and bad 
grown in woallh with the ever-growing prosperity of the city. 
He had been ardent for the transfer of the province to the 
United States, was now the leader of the American party 
in New Orleans, and seemed to be a zealous friend of the 
Union. To liiin Colonel Burr ])resented the following letter 
of introducticm from General Wilkinson : 

"My Duau Sir : This will be delivered to you by Colonel 
Burr, whose worth you know well how to estimate. If the 
persecutions of a great and honorable man can give title to 
generous attentions, ho has claims to all your civilities and all 
your services. You can not oblige me more than by such 
conduct, and I pledge my life to you it will not be misapplied. 
To him I refer you for many things improper to letter, and 
which he will not say to any other. I shall be at St. Louis 
in two weeks, and if you were there, we could open a mine, a 
commercial one at least. Let me hear from you. Farewell, 
do well, and believe me always your friend." 

Tins epistle produced the effect desired. Burr became inti 
mate with Clark, as with all the important persons of the 
place. lie was received everywhere as the (jreat man ! Gov. 
ernor Claiborne (governor of Orleans Tenilorv) gave him a 
grand dinner, which was attended by as dislipguished a com- 
pany as New Orleans could assemble. Banquet followed 

thcro arc sovcral tables in tho town. ThU practice I presume tliey have 
adopted from the Americans, who (in the southern part of that continent) 
Ullow this amusement very much. They have a playhouse, which is rather 
small It consists of one row of boxes only, with an amphitheater in the 
middle, which Ls raised above tho pit, and over tho whole there is a gallery. 
Tho plays are performed in French, and they have a tolerable set of actors. 
The inhabitants are also musical, but this lies chiefly amona: tho French, 
rho gentlemen of tho pUice oflcn perform in the orchestra of the theater: in 
(act, there is no other music thcro but such as thev obtain in this Toluntarr 
wav." 
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Ixiiiqtiet ; Ate succeeded f%te ; ball followed ball. The French 
air that surrounded every thing, the French manner and tone 
of society, were as pleasing as they were novel to the traveler. 
The days flew switlly by. A la Sante Madame Alston^ was 
the first toast at nearly every table. Even the Ursulino nuns 
sent him an address congratulating him upon his arrival ; and, 
upon their receiving his polite reply, an invitation to visit 
their convent. He went. ^^The bishop conducted me to the 
cloister. We conversed, at first, through the grates; but 
presently I was admitted within, and I passed an hour with 
them, greatly to my satisfaction. None of that calm monot- 
ony which I expected. All was gaycty, %joU^ and sprightliness. 
* * * At parting, I asked them to remember me in their 
prayers, which they all promised with great promptness and / 
courtesy.** 

If Burr ever meant to settle at the West, in the practice of 
the law, it was this banqueting and lionizing, in my opinion, 
which made it (morally) impossible for him to execute that 
intention. He should have resolutely declined to appear in 
the West as a great pei*sonage. How could a man of Burr's 
cast of character, afler figuring at the head of cavalcades, after 
shining at balls and banquets, the observed of all obsen'ers, 
smiled upon by ladies, toasted, cheered, and followed by men 
•^ how could he take a little oftice at Nashville or New Or- 
leans, hang out a little tin sign, and subside into an ordinary 
!ittoi*ney and counselor at law ? A wise man could. But who 
is wise ? There is no position in human life more embarrass- 
ing, or more likely to be corrupting, than that of a man who 
is compelled to move in the conspicuous and costly spheres 
without possessing the requisite sum per annimi ! To be a 
poor man is nothing — is the lot of nearly all the men that 
live. But a crownless king^ a penniless prince, an ex-Vice- 
President, without home, country, employment, income — 
these are pitiable persons. They are dangerous, too. It is 
such who plan Boulogne expeditions, usurp thrones, start mad 
enterprises^ and turn the world upside down. 

Burr staid three weeks in New Orleans. Wilkinson said in 
^ letter of introduction, that Burr would make communi«3a- 
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dons to Clark which were " improper to letter?^ What were 
they ? Burr was not a person to waste three weeks in mere 
feasting and playing the great man. Wherever he was, what- 
ever lie was, lie was busy. He had the quickest, most active 
mind that ever animated five feet six inches of mortality. It 
is certain that he did something at New Orleans during those 
three weeks. Wliat ? 

The question has been answered, firet, by Wilkinson in his 
ponderous Memoirs ; secondly, by Clark in his angry octavo, 
entitled, "Proo/3? of the Coiraption of General James Wil- 
kinson^ and of his ConnectioJi with Aaron Burr ; thirdly, by 
Matthew L. Davis, speaking for Burr himself. Wilkinson 
says the reference in his letter of introduction, was simply to 
the election scheme. Clark declares that Burr confided noth- 
ing to him whatever. He says he liked Burr exceedingly, in- 
vited him to dinner, showed him every possible civility, but 
ht d not a svllable of confidential convei-saiion with him. In 

ft 

the most positive and circumstantial manner, he denies that 
he had then, or ever had, any participation in, or knowledge 
of. Burr's designs.* Davis, on the contrary, asserts that Clark 
and Wilkinson were both ardently engaged with Bun*; and 
that Clark agreed to advance fifty thousand dollars in further- 
ance of the great project. Other friends of Burr say that 

* Clark's own comments on Wilkinson's letter are as follows: " Tho things 
which it was improper to Utler to mo aro pretty plainly expressed in a com- 
munication made about the same time (by Wilkinson) to General Adair. The 
letter is dated, Kapids of Ohio, May 28th, 1805, 11 o'clock, and contahie these 
expressions : — 'I was to have introduced my friend Burr to you, but in this 
I &ilcd by accident. lie understands your merits, and reckons on you. Be- 
|>air to me and I will tell you ail Wo must have a peep at tho unknown 
world beyond me.' Tlio letter to me I think fully proves that some secret 
plan of Burr's was known to Wilkinson in May, 1 805. That to General 
A.dair leaves no doubt on tho subject. Immediately after tliis ho went to St 
Louis, whcro his very first act, before ho «Jid broken bread in the territory, 
was an endeavor to bring Major Bruff into his plans. Ho tolls him that ha 
bad a * grand schtme^^ that * would make tho fortunes of all ooncemed ;* and 
though Major BrufTs manner of rccoiving this overture put a stop to any fiu^ 
tber disdosuro, yet wo ma^* judgo of its nature, for it was introduoed hr • 
philippio against democracy, and the Ingmtltude of republican gOTen» 
ttonts.** 
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dark made two voyages to Vera Cruz, to spy out the ene» 
my's country. Clark admits having made the voyages (one 
in September, 1805, the other in February, 1806) ; admits 
having collected information in Mexico respecting the 
strength of the fortresses, the number of the garrisons, and 
the disposition of the people ; but asserts that his voyages had 
none but commercial objects, and that his inquiries were only 
prompted by curiosity. A witness deposed to having heard 
Clark say, that he would willingly join in a private scheme 
for the conquest of Mexico, provided the adventurers could 
tuni their backs for ever on the United States. " You, for 
example, might be a duke," was one expression which the 
witness swore he had heard Clark use in the course of the 
same conversation. 

The difficulty of arriving at certainty on this subject arises 
from the fact, that most of the existing evidence was given 
irfter the explosion I It was amusing, says Burnet (in his 
** Notes"), to see men who before the President's proclama- 
tion appeared, had been loudest in Burr's praises, and deepest 
in his schemes, making haste, after that bolt had shivered the 
project to atoms, to denounce the traitor at eveiy corner, and 
running to offer their services to the governor in defense of a 
distracted and imperiled country. 

My own impreasiony after reading all the procurable docu- 
ments, is, that neither Clark nor Wilkinson were really em- 
barked in Burr's Mexican scheme ; though both, up to a cer- 
tain point, may have favored it. Nor do I think that, during 
this visit to New Orleans, Burr himself did more than collect 
information, and cast a very wistful eye across the river to the 
domain of the hated Spaniards, who still held the western bank 
of the Mississippi. Of all the men in the territory, Clark and 
Wilkinson were the best informed respecting the affairs of 
Mexico. Both had traded with the Dons. Wilkinson, for 
many a year, had indulged the dream of leading an army to 
the capital of the Montezumas, and had made minute inquiries 
respecting the routes. All these stores of information were 
freely poured into the ear of a man fond of adventure, habito 
ttod to distinction, and destitute of resources. 
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lie could see for himself that the tie which bound the prov 
incc of Louisiana to tho Union was not strong. The French 
population, who liad f'w a few months enjoyed a reunion with 
their mother country, and had hoped that that reunion would 
bo perpetual^ merely acquiesced in tho recent cession. The 
Spaniards could not give up the hope of reg:uning the prov- 
ince. 

Sixtr years before, the map of what is now the United 
States, leflected glory chiefly upon the Spanish name. Except 
that along the Atlantic coast there appeared a narrow red 
stripe denoting the British colonies, that map was one ex- 
panse of green, the northern part of which was called Canada, 
the southern, Louisiana ; and the whole was claimed by tho 
French. A few years later, tho latter province, embracing the 
most productive part of the valley of the Mississippi, and the 
mouth of the river, upon which the value of all tho rest de- 
pended, was ceded to Spain. After half a century of posses- 
sion, the Spaniards had lost all their domain east of this river, 
but still hoped that the next European peace would give it 
back to them. Some of the Spanish oflicials remained in New 
Orleans for eighteen months after the cession, in expectation 
of that event. 

The American population, composed chiefly of young, ad- 
venturous men, had taken some umbrage at the central gov- 
ernment, and Burr must have heard expressions of this during 
his stay. 

Toward the close of July, ho bade farewell to his friends in 
New Orleans, promising to return to them ere long. To as- 
cend those great rivers of tho south-west was scarcely possible 
at that day. Daniel Clark furnished him with two horses, and 
a servant to bring them back, who attended him as far as 
Natchez. In tho gay society of that place, he lingered a 
week ; then, taking a guide, plunged into the dreary wilder- 
ness that lay between Natchez and Nashville, a distance of 
four hundred and filly miles. The path, where there was a 
path, was a famous Indian trail, which wound around stagnant 
lakes, along sluggish streams, and through dismal swampai 
At u^rtain seasons, it was infested by robbers who used to lay 
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in wait for boatmen returning to the Ohio laden with the pro- 
ceeds of tlieir last voyage to New Orleans. Tired and worn 
with this miserable journey, perf'^rined in the hottest season 
of the year, the traveler reached Nashville on the 6th of 
August, and was once more domiciled with General Jackson. 

Again, he was overwhelmed with attentions. lie was com- 
plimented, too, with a public dinner, which was attended by 
all that Nashville could boast of distinction and talent. 

He remained a week at the general's hospitable mansion. 
A two weeks' tour in Kentucky followed, during which, be- 
sides travei*sing another wilderness of a hundred and fidy 
miles, he visited Louisville, Frankfort, and Lexington, at all 
of which he was entertained with fatal distinction. He formed 
an acquaintance with Henry Clay, then in the dawn of his 
renown. Clay was strongly attracted to a man whom he, in 
common with most western men, regarded as the victim of 
persecution, and wliosc talents he admired. 

It was during this very tour in Kentucky that the antipathy 
of the men of the West to their Spanish neighbors was kindled 
to fury by what is known as the " Kemper difficulty." Baton 
Ronge, though chiefly inhabited by Amr ricans, was still held 
and garrisoned by Spaniards. The Am iricans, in the course 
of that summer, had formed a plot to '*' shake off the Spanish 
yoke,'* and to annex themselves to their countrymen on the 
other side of the Mississippi. For want of a competent leader, 
the plot failed, and the Spaniards, with their usual stupidity, 
were eager, not to conciliate, but to punish the "rebels." 
The three brothers Kemper, who had been the leading spirits 
of the rebellion, fled to the American side, where they estab- 
lished themselves. In their own houses, at midnight, they 
were seized by a party of Spanish troops, and conveyed across 
the line. They were soon re-captured; but this impudent 
violation of American soil touched the pride of the bordfci 
States keenly, and it was while every man was breathing out 
tLreatenings and slaughter against the insolent Dons, that 
Burr was traversing those States. If theUy he nad done what 
next year he attempted, the issue might have oeen diflTerent 
•^-ooold not but have been different. 
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Meanwhile, the impression arose that Burros presence in the 
West had something to do with these Spanish troubles, and a 
rumor to that effect soon found its way to the Spanish author- 
ities, wlio still had prisoners on the American soil. Septem- 
ber 7t]i, wo find Daniel Clark writing to General Wilkinson, 
a letter upon the subject. That epistle has been thought a 
master- piece of dissembling. The reader may try his pene- 
tration upon it: 

^' Many absurd and wild reports are circulated here, and 
have reached the ears of the officers of the late Spanish gov- 
eiTiment, respecting our ex- Vice-President. You are spoken 
of as his right-hand man, and even I am now supposed to be 
of consequence enough to combine with Generals and Vice- 
Presidents. At any other time but the present, I should amuse 
myself vastly at the folly and fears of those who are affected 
with these idle tales ; but being on the point of setting off for 
Vera Cruz, on a large mercantile speculation, I feel cursedly 
hurt at the rumors, and might, in consequence of Spanish jeal- 
ousy, get into a hobble I could not easily get out of Entre 
nous, I believe that Minor, of Natchez, has a great part in this 
business, to make himself of importance. He is in the pay of 
Spain, and wishes to convince them he is much their friend. 
This is, however, a matter of suspicion on my part, but the 
channel through which the information reached me, makes me 
suppose it. Power, whose head is always stuffed with plots, 
projects, conspiracies, etc., etc., etc., and who sees objects 
through a mill-stone, is going to Natchez, next week, to un- 
ravel the whole of this extraordinary business, and then God 
have mercy on the culprits, for Spanish fire and indignation 
will be leveled at them. What in the name of heaven could 
have given rise to these extravagances ? 

"Were I sufiiciently intimate with Mr. Burr, and knew where 
to direct a line to him, I should take the liberty of writing to 
him. Perhaps, finding Minor in his way, he was endeavoring 
to extract something from him. He has amused himself at the 
blockhead's expense, and then Minor has retailed the news to 
his employers. Inquire of Mr. Burr about this, and let me 
know at my return, which will be in three or six months. The 
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tile ia a horrid one, if n-eh told. Kentucky, Tennessee, tbo 
State of Ohio, and part of Gcori;ia and Carolina, arc to bo 
bribed with tlie plupdei' of the Spanish countries west of na, 
to separate from tlie Union, This ia but apart of the husiness. 
Heavens ! what wonderful things there will bo in those days. 
But haw the devil I have been lugged into the conspimov, oi 
what a-ssistance, I can be to it, is to inc incomprehensible 
Vous, qni saves tout, can best explain this riddle. Amoso Mr 
Burr with an Ojuconnt of it, but let not these great and import- 
ant objects, these almost imperial doings, prevent yon from 
attending to my land business. Recollect that yon, if you in- 
tend to become kings and ('mperort, must have a httlo more 
oonrideration for vassals ; and if we have nothing to clothe 
onrselvea with, for we can bo clothed by the prodncc of onr 
lands only ; and if Congress take the land for want of formal- 
ities, we shall then have no produce, and shall make a very 
shabby figure at your courts. Think of this, and praclioe thoss 
formalities that are necessary, that 1 may have from my Il- 
linois lands wherewith to buy a decent court-dress, when pre- 
•ented at your levee. I hope you will not have Kentucky 
men for yoar masters of ceremonies." 

To thli letter Wilkinson briefly replied ; bat only alluded 
to the rumor as " the tale of a tub of Burr," and passed to 
other subjects. 

Abont the middle of September, Burr reached St. Louis, 
where General Wilkinson was. What passed between them 
has been told only by Wilkinson, wbo says that he was then 
•truck and alarmed by the altered manner of his friend. 
**Burr seemed," says he, " to be revolving some pieat project, 
tlie nature of which he did not disclose. Speaking of the im- 
becility of tho government, Colonel Bnrr said, ' it would 
tnolder to pieces, die a natural death,* or words to that effect ; 
adding ' that tho people of the western country were ready 
fbr revolt.* To this I recollect replying, that if lie had not 
profited more by his journey, be had better have remiuned at 
Washington or Philadelphia. For surely, said I, my friend, 
no person was ever more mistaken I The western people diS' 
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affected to the goremracnt ? Tbey are bigoted to Jefferson 
and iemocraey ! and the conversation drop])e(l." 

Other conversation of this kind followed, and Wilkinson, 
according to his own account, began to fenr that Burr had 
conceived some dangerous and desperate enterprise. More than 
ever, therefore, he bestured liimself to promote his election to 
Congress. As evidence of this, Wilkinson adduces a letter of 
his to Governor Harrison of Indiana, dated September 19th. 
The part of it relating to Burr Is as follows ; ** Shall I say in 
return I have a boon to ask of you, of no ordinary import? 
No, I will not ! because the commutation would dishonor my 
application ; but I will demand from your friendship a boon, 
in its influence coextensive with the Union ; a boon, perhaps, 
on which that Union may much depend ; a boon which may 
serve me, may serve you, and dis-servc neither ; a boon, which 
from my knowledge of men, motives, and principles, will be 
accei)table to those whose politics we are bound to support. 
If you ask, what is this important boon which I so earnestly 
crave ? I will say to you, return the bearer to the councils of 
oar country, where his talents and abilities arc all-important 
at the present moment. But, you continue, how is this to be 
done ? By your fiat ! Let Mr. Parke adhere to his profes- 
sion ; convene your Solomons and let them return him (Col- 
onel Burr) to Congress. If you taste this proposition, speak 
to him, and he will authonze you to purchase, if necessary, an 
estate for him in your Temtory." 

Wilkinson says that, besides writing this letter, he warned 
a member of the cabinet, about the same time, to ^^ keep an 
eye upon Burr." But he also admits that between September, 
1805, and May, 1806, he received six letters in cipher from 
Colonel Burr, all of which contained expressions calculated to 
inculpate him (Wilkinson). Specimens of these will be given 
in a moment. 

In October Burr had left the far West. On his way east- 
ward, he called again at Blennerhassett Island, but found the 
master absent. 

In November he passed a week at Washington, when ha 
was received as cf old, dined with the President, and gave aa 
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sccoiinl of Ilia western travels to the company. In the coutm 
of cmi*>.'rsalion, at the President's tabic, lie chanced to men- 
tion tlinl a certain military rond, which figured on a map pro- 
pared by, or for General 'Wilkinson, bad no existence in rs- 
ality. Tlio next day, fearing- that this fact might injure the 
gencml in tbc President's estimation, ho made a point of call- 
ing at the White House to explain it asvny. From momben 
of the cabinet, ho learned that then rooukt be 710 tear with 



From Wasliinston he went South to meet his son- inlaw and 
Theodosia; rctnrninjr in December to Philadelphia. Thero 
he wrote ono of his mysterious leltora to Wilkinson, of which 
the following is a copy. The date is December 12lh: "About 
the last of October our cabinet was seriously disposed for war 
with the Spaniards ; but more recent accounts of the increas- 
ing and alarming .iggresRions and annoyances of the British, 
aad somo couiteous words from the French, have banished 
every siicli intention. In case of 8"ch waifare, Lee would 
have been commander-in-cliicf ; truth, I assure you ; he must, 
yon know, come from Virginia. The utmost now intended ii 
that sort of marine piracy which we hud with the Fiencfa 
nnder the former administration. Burr jiasscil a week at 
Washington, and has been hcio tea days. Reception as usual. 
He had discovered nothing which excites doubts of the con- 
firmation of Wilkinson's appointment. Secretary of Kavj 
apprehended no difficulty. Military establishment will not in 
crease nor diminish. On the suhjcct of a certain S|>ecu]ation, 
it 19 not deemed material to write till the whole can be com- 
mnnleatcd. The cii-onnistanco referred to in a letter from 
Ohio remains in suspense; the auspices, however, arc favorsp 
Ue, and it is believed that Wilkinson will give audience to a 
ddegniion contposcd of Adair and Dayton in February. Caa 
25 * • * he had in your vicinity at some few hours' 
BO^fication ?" 

One would certainly snppoae that men who corresponded 
Aus were acquainted with each other's plans. 

Xn this same month of D^cemoor, Burr wrote his fii-st lettei 
to nitiiuierhassett. It was a very innocent communicatioi^ 
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ibouglt the contrai'y lias been assevtcd. It began with rcgreti 
that lie bad not had the pleasure of meeting Ulenncrbassetl on 
the island, and inquired wliere and when tlicy uotild come to- 
gether. Its muin purport was that Bleniieihassett w.is too 
much of a man to be satisfied with tlie common-placo dctightd 
»f rural seclutuon. He sliould aspire to a career in whiuii lii* 
powers would be employed. His fortune, aheaily impoii'ed, 
would gradually dwindle away, and his children be lell dcsli- 
tme. The world was wide; he shonld go forth from hia ener- 
vating solitude in pursuit of Ibrtune and of honor. 

Tlie letter produced precisely thu cSect intended, Fl.tttei'ed 
by the notice of a di^ilingiiislied man, nnxious fur his decaying 
fortune, fired with a desire for distinction, Blenncrhassclt re- 
plied thai he should be g!ad to partidpate in any enterprise in 
wliich Colonel Burr might think proper to embark. He ad- 
mitted, upon his trial, tliat in making tliia advance to Colonel 
Burr, ho had in view two objects; namely, tlio procuring of 
lands in the Sonlh-west, and a militnry cntcrpiise agninst the 
Spaniards. He said that he siippoxed the ad mh list rati on shared 
the universal indignation agninst the Spaniards, and titat a war 
with Spain was impending; in which case Colonel Burr's mili- 
tary talents could not but be called into requisition. 

This letter vas dated December 2Ut, 1806, but did not 
reach Colonel Burr until the middle of February, 1800. At 
dial time his plans ncre in suspense, and he was in some doubt 
whether he should be ever able to .iccomplish them. For two 
months Blennci'hassetl's Ictlei' lay in his desk unanswered. 
Meanwhile, he had turned his thoughts in another direction. 
Once more, he sought the public service. 

In JefTcrson's Anas, under the date of April ISth, 1606t 
occurs the narrative of Colonel Burr's second application to 
the President for an appointment. This nariative is duubtlese 
essentially true, bit Jcfici-son admits that itwas wiittcn under 
feelings of resentment. Some of Bun's partisans in Kow 
York hod been agitating this spring a project for his return 
to tlint State, again to play the leading part in ita politirs. 
Among other means employed (but not by him), was the r(v 
vival of Burr's suit against Cheelham for libel ; the object 
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being to procure demonstrative proof that Burr did not, lit 
■ny maiiTior wliatevpr, intiiyiio for the prt'sidGnoy in 1801 
Some of l)ic depasitionH tnkcu for tliia purpose seemed to re> 
Sect upon Jcfftiison, and it una wliilo xmaning nuder ono of 
these, lliai lie peniied the following " nna :" 

"About a month ngo, Colonel Bnrr called on me, and en- 
tered into & convc'i'sniton, in utiiuli ho mf'ntioned, thai a littla 
before my coming iTito oflice, I had tviittcn to him a lettef, 
intimnting that I had destined him for a high employ, had ho 
not been placed by the people in a different one ; that he had 
Ngnified Ilia uillingncfs to resign as Vice-President, to give 
aid to the ndminintration in any other place ; that ho had 
never asked an office, however ; lie asked aid of nobody, but 
eonld walk on his onn legs, and take care of himself; that I 
hftd ahvnys used him tvith politeness, but nothing more ; that 
he aided in bringing on iho present order of things; that hd 
h&d Rnp])orted the administration; and lliat he could do mO 
mnch harm. He wished, however, to bo on different ground 
He was now disengaged from all pailicul.ir business — willing 
to engage in something — shonid be in town somo days, if I 
•bould have any tiling to propose to him. 

"I observed to him that T had ntwnys been sensible that he 
{iCBscsscd talents wliich might be employed gre.iily lo the ad. 
Vantage of the public, and that, ns to myself, I hud a conft 
dencc, tliat if he wore employed, he would use his talents fot 
the public good ; but that he must be sensible the public had 
vitbdrawn their conlidenco from him, and that in a govern- 
ment like oui-s it was nccessai-y to embrace in its administra> 
lion as great a mass of public contideuce ns jxissiblc, by eio* 
ploying those who had a character with the public of Iheif 
own, and not merely a secondary one ibrongh the executive, 

"He observed that if we believed n few newspapers, it 
migbt be supposed he had lost the public confidence, but that 
I knew how easy it was to engage newspapers in any tiling. 

**I obBer\-cd that I did not refer to that kind of evidence 
of hia having lost the public confidence, but to the late pre;^ 
Iflnibt election, whan, though in possession of the office of 
Vice-President, there was not a single voice heard for his i» 
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tuning it. Tiiat, as to any harm he could do mc, I knew nn 
CBUiio uliy lie ihoiild desire it, but at tlio same time, I fuared 
no injury which any man could do mo ; thai I never liad dons 
a single act, or been concerned in any trananction, wliich I 
feared to linve fully laid open, or wliicli could do me any hurt, 
if truly etfkted ; llial I liad never done a single tiling with a 
»iew to ray personal interest, or that of any friend, or with 
any other view than tliat of the greatest public good ; that, 
tberefure, no threat or fear on that bead would ever be a 
motive of action with me. 

"He has wnlinued tn town to this time; dined with me 
this day week, and called on me to take leave two or tbtee 
days ago. 

" I did not commit these things to writing at the time, but 
I do it now, because in a suit between bim and Cheetham, he 
has bad a deposition of Mr. Bayard taken, which seema to 
have no relation to the suit, nor to any other object, except to 
calumniate me." 

It is not surprising that Burr's friends should still resent 
this " ana," Doubtles.1, the mode of Bun's application is not 
as favorably stated as it would have been by Colonel Swart- 
wout. But I beg lo say that Jefferson's leply was unanswer- 
able and noble, worthy of the best and ablest American then 
living. Burr was riglit, too, ia laughing it to rcoiti. Hk< waa 
himself deceived as to his position and popularity by the en- 
thusiasm of his reception at the West. But the West was not 
then, is not yet, though it is going to be, the Nation. Vir* 
ginin. New England, Pennsylvania, and New York were the 
Nation in 1604, and in them it could with truth bo said that 
Colonel Burr had tost the public confidence as a politician, and 
much of the public respect as a man. 

From the time of this interview, Colonel Burr sot bis face 
westward, resolved, if possible, to execute the enterprise to 
which bis recent correspondence had so oflcn alluded. On 
the very day that Jellerson wrote the narrative just qnoted, 
Burr replied to Blennerhassetl's letter. He said lie had pro- 
jected, and still meditated, a '* speculation" precisely of tho 
oharacterBlenneihassett bad described, "It would have beet 
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tmbmilted to your conflidciation, iu October last, ifl hnd then 
httl tlio uiiod fortune to tind yon at home. Tlio business, 
howevor, in somti degree dcpcndii oii contingencies not witbin 
my control, nnd will not be oomnienced bufwie December, if 
ever. From this oircumstanee, ami as tlio matter in its pres- 
ent state can not bo satisfactorily explained by letter, the 
commiiiiieiitinn will bo deferred till a pcraonnl interview can 
be linil. Willi ihis view, I pi-ay to bo informed of your in- 
tended inovcmeiil* tlit ensuing season, and in ease yoii should 
visit New Oi'leans, nt what time and at what port yon may be 
expected on tlio Atlantic coast. But I must insist tliat tbcse 
intimnltcins bo not permitted to inlcn-iipt the prose eiilion of 
any pinna ivliich you have formed for yoiiraelf. No occupa- 
tion which will not take you off ilie continent can interfere 
witli that which I may propose. • * * \Vo shall have no 
war unless wo should he actually invaded." 

The " coiiiingencioB" referred to in this letter were chiefly 
pecuniary. All depended on the possibility of his rai«Dg a 
oonsiderable sum in cash, and a larger one in paper. 

The d.iy after answering BIcnnerhassett, lie wrote another 
letter in cipher to General Willtinson, of wliioli the following 
b a copy : 

"Tho execution of our project is postponed till December, 
Want of water in Ohio rendered movement iDiprnclioable : 
other reasons rendered delay expedient. The association in 
enlai^cd, and comprises all that Wilkinson could wish. Confi- 
dence limited to a few. Though tlils delay is irksotnc, it will 
enable us to move with more certainty and dignity. Buit will 
be throughout the United Slates this summer. Administration 
is damned, which Kandolph aids. Burr wrote you a long let 
ter Inst December, replying to a short one deemed very silly. 
Nolhmg has been heard from llie Brigadier sinee October. Is 
Cosion et Poites right? Address, Burr, at Washington " 

Tho "Brig.idior" was Wilkinson. "Cuaion,"wa3 Colonel 
Onslung, second in command under Wilkinson. " Portea" 
was Major Porter, another of the brigadier's otGcera. 

This letter contirms tho iroprcBsioiL that "our project," 
whatever it was, waa ooe in which Wilkinson ivaa aa muob 
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Implicated as Burr. Bot of all things in iho world, circtmv 
■tantial evidence is tlie luoat deceptive. That WUk'msoR 
knete what Biiit proposed, I can not doiibt ; but llml lie had 
nneqiiivocally engaged to join in the projeutt-d sjiet-ulalion, u 
a question upon wliieli tUcro may be two well-austauied otniv- 

Aa the spiing advanced, affairs in the Sonlli-west looked more 
and more tlii'eatening. The Spaniards added aggression to in- 
solence. It had been ^recd between the two governments, tliat 
until the boundaiy line should be settled by negotiation, each 
party should retain its posts, but establish no new ones, nor 
make any military movements whatever within the limits in 
dispute. But afler making several petty encroachments, the 
Spanish commander, early in June, advanced a force of twelve 
hundred men to within twenty miles of Nachitodies. In- 
stantly, Gcnei-al Wilkinson took measures for the defense of 
the frontier. He had only six bandied regiilarsDnder his com- 
mand, most of whom were hurried forward to the scene of 
expected warfare. The forts of New Orleans wei-c hastily re- 
paired. Every militiaman in the West was fiiibishing hla ac- 
coutrements, and awaiting the snmmons to the field. On the 
4th of July, 1800, there were not a thousand perxons in the 
United States who did not think war with Spain inevitable, 
impending, begnn ! The country desired it. A blow li'om 
Wilkinson, a woid from Jefferson, would have let loose the 
dogs of war, given as Texas, and changed the history of the 
two continents. 

But Napoleon, now stalking toward tfao summit of his 
power, hod iutijnated that a declaration of war against Spain 
would be considered a declaration of war against him. Pitt, 
his great enemy, liad just died. For the moment, Xapociou'i 
word was law everywhere in the world, out of the range of 
Britidi cannon. 
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PitEcisiXT when, pi'uciscly wliert>, ib was that Burr ooo- 
csivcd the ontcipriso upon whiali hU heart was uow fixed, he 
could not peilmpa himgolf have told. Frimi an early dny, 
•cbemes for revoluliouiung the ill gavcrDcd Spanish provinctM 
of America, Iiad been familiar to tho pcopio ol' the United 
States. Dining tho Revolution, General Miianda tiaa much 
in the Ameriuan cain)), firing the young otScci«, UnniiltoQ par- 
ticalarly, with his ou-n enthusiasm on tliis siihjeut ; and Burr 
maal oflen have heard Miranda's plans talked over by the 
eamp-firc. In this very year, 1800, Miranda sailed fiom Ncv 
York toVoncKucIa, with an expedition, to realize the dream of 
bia youth — to execute the purpose of hi» lifi.'. Ho failed; 
■nd liiilcd nr;ain ; and perished at last in a Spiinish dungeon. 
It was to this expedition that Wilkinson alluded, when lie said 
to BuiT at St. Loiii!!, that lie feared Miranda had taken the 
treado'it of hit mdiit!u Burr used to aay, that Wilkiason 
•aggestcd the plan of Ins expedition — not Miianda. 

It was no dieam of rep iibricani zing an oppressed pcopla 
that prompted Burr's enterprise. He had had enough of re- 
publics. His design was to conquer Mexico from the Span- 
iards; to eslabiisliiu that tine country, a strong, liberal, enlight 
ened government; to place hiniseUat the head of that govern' 
mont; and, if fortune favored, to extirpate t lie Spanish power 
on tho continent. That done, it would bo for the States wesT 
pf the Alleghaaies, in tho exercise of their right as iudepend 
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ent i»owerii, f.o decide whether they would remain in the 
Union, or join the new empire. If they should choose the 
latter, Burr might select New Orleans for his capital, and 
rule from thence the whole of the vast valley of the Missis- 
sippi. If they should prefer the former, the city of Mexico 
would be the center and seat of his power. But these details 
were merely dreamed of. The conquest of Mexico, the de- 
liverance of her people from an exacting and tyrannical gov* 
emment, the establishment of a dynasty worthy to rule so 
magniticent an empire, the formation of a court, which Theo- 
dosia should adorn by her beauty, and enliven by her talents, 
and where her boy should figure as the heir-apparent — these 
were the great objects of Burr's thoughts and endeavors dur- 
ing the year 1806. 

Whether the execution of the project should be attempted 
soon, or late, or never, depended upon the turn which affairs 
might take on the south-western frontier. If war broke out, 
nothing would be easier than to organize an expedition 
against Mexico. Thousands of adventurous spirits would 
hasten to enroll themselves under the banner of a popular 
chief, and the people of Mexico* were known to be disaf- 
fected. Burr had received assurances that the priests would 
bo passive if the church and its possessions were held inviolate. 
From certain commanders of Spanish militia, he had obtained 

* Ono of Jcflcrson*8 letters to John Jay, dated Marseilles, May 1787, 
contains some interesting information respecting the inhabitants of Mexico 
at about tlic period of tlio American Revolution, derived from a Mexican 
whom Mr. Jeflerson met in Paris. Tho following" is an extract : *• llo (the 
Mexican) classes and cliaractcrizcs tlio inhabitants of the country as follows: 
1. The natives of old Spain, possessed of most of tho offices of tho govern- 
ment, and firmly attached to it 2. Tho clergy, equally attached to tho gov- 
ernment. 3. Tho natives of Mexico, generally disposed to revolt, but with- 
oat iustructlon, \\'ithout energ}', and much under tho dominion of their priesta 
4. Tlie slaves, mulatto and black; tho former enterprising and inteliigr^nt, 
the latter brave, and of very important weight into whatever scale they thro^ 
Jbomsclvos ; but ho thinks they would side with their masters. 5. Tho con 
qnered Indians, cowardly, nojt likely to tako any side, nor important whicl: 
thoy take. G. Tho free I^lons, brave and formidable, should they interfem 
but uot likely to do so, as being at a great distunco." 
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proniiseB thai tti« moment lie eliould appear in Texas with a 
respectable body of troo|)s, lliey would order oiil their forces 
nnd join bim en masise. Coidd iheru but bo a bci^iiiiiiii!; of 
war made, or even a plausible show of it, he saw Ids way cleat 
to tlie liatis of the Moatezumas — to the throne of tbe Mont? 
inmas ! 

But there might be no war, or it might be long delayed. 

To provide ibr both these contingencies, a large ptii'ch&st 
of land was contemplated, far to the Bonth-wcst, beyond thi 
Mississippi, on the bauks of the river Washita, a brunch of 
the Hod river. There the choice spirits of the expedilioc 
would have, at least, a rendezvous and a refuge. There the 
chief could, if neccusary, fortify and maintain n position. 
There, if the grand scheme abnuld fail or bo abandoned, ho 
would found a colony composed of persons of weiillh, education, 
refinement and talent, who would embark capital in the most 
productive region of the South-west, and form tho most bril 
lituit, accomplished, and enlightened society on the continent 
Injnly, ISCO, this purchase was made. It comprised fonr bun 
dred thoiiMand acres, for wliieh Burr was to pay forty thousanif 
dollars, the first installment of which, Hve thousand dollars, 
ho did actually pay. In this purchase, several persons partici- 
pated, most of tvhom were near relatives or connections of 
Burr. One of his relatives in Connecticut, a descendant of 
Jonathan Edwards, advanced a great part of Ins savings for 
this purehnse, Mr. Alston, probably, furnished money; it is 
certain he endorsed paper (or his foiher- in-law. Bm-r's con- 
nections in Xuw York were not backward in aiding him. 
From one soiiro and another, a sum was raised wluoh, as I 
conjecture, did not exceed forty tlionsand dollai-s, though 
more was to be forthcoming, when needed. 

Who were his confederates ? Before all others, Ids daugh 
ter, who was devoted to the scheme heart and soul. To 
(chieve a career, and a residence, which she, her husband, and 
her boy oould share, were the darling objects with which 
fiiirr iiad gone forth to seek a new conntiy. She caught 
cogoi'Iy at his proposal. She saw in it tho means whereby her 
&ther oould win a glorious compensation for thn wrongs she 
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ill he hni enAitred, nnd obtitin a conspiouona triumph over 
all Iiis enemies. Her hiisbnnd, wliose mind Bun- had aided 
to form, and who tenderly loved Tlicoilosin, cnteicd into 
the enterprise with energy. In New York, it ibnnd nd- 
hcrenta among the yoitng ambitions men who had surrounded 
him in llie dnys of his glory. The Sn^aitwouts were in it. 
Marinns Willet, who was afterward Mayor of New Yoit 
was one of its pramoters, A Beore or two of otliei- Now 
Yorkers wore involved, in a greater or less degree. Doctor 
Erieli IJollmnn, n German, wlio had distinguished himself hy 
a gallant attempt to rescno Lnfiiyelto from prison, was one 
of Burr's most trusted confederates. Dayton was another. 
Colonel Dii|>iester was one of the leading ppiiits. General 
Jackson, a tliorongh-going hater of Spaniards, was enthusiastic 
in the cause. General Adair, of Kentucky, deep in Burr's con- 
fidence, approved his plans heartily, but was not personally en- 
gaged in them. Blcnncrhassett was completely captivated by 
an enterprise whioh was to enrich him and his children uithout 
his being subjected to disagreeable excrtioti. Upon his island 
the fii-st ]-eudczvoiia was to be made. Mrs. Blennerhassett, no 
less ardent, was prcpaiing to entertain tho chief and his 
daughter at her fantastic mansion; for it was settled that 
Thendosin should accompany her father, and that both she 
and Hrs. Blennerhassett should go with the ex|>cditton as far 
as Natchor. or New Orleans ; there to await tlie issue. Alston 
was to follow in afew weeks. Pi-obnbly, five hundred persons 
In all, knew somoihing of Bun's plans, and had entered into 
«ome kind of cngngement to follow his fbrtiines. There were, 
also, four or five thousand whose names wei-e on Burr's lists, 
and who, ho llmnght, would hasten to his standard, .is soon 
he should obtain a foothold on Spanish soil. 

During the first half of the year 1600 Burr resided at 
Philadelphia, in a style and situalion more obscure than was 
formerly his custom. He sought the society of men who 
had had cause to be dissatisfied with the govci-nment, such as 
Commodore Trnxton, who had been struck from tho navy 
list, and General Eaton, who could not get his claim against 
the government paid. To these men, as to others, he spoke la 
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■oDtnnptnonH tenna of tlie administration ; he said a separa* 
tion of ihe weatem States muat come, sooner or Inter ; he un 
fijIJed Ilia own plans, ami urged them to imite tlieir Ibrtunea 
wit)) his. Mr. Davis says that Bun* had repeated confei-cnces 
with Mr. Mei-ry, the Biilish miuister at Washington, who 
commiinicited the project to his government, and tliat Colonel 
Chai-lci Willinmsou, a well-connected SootcUraan, went to En* 
gland to promote the buainesa. " Fiom the encoiiiagcment 
which ho received," adds Mr, Davis, " it was hoped and b»- 
lioved that aBritish nnvnl squadron would have been t'urnishod 
in aid of the expedition, Tiie Catliolio bisliop of New Or- 
leans," ho adds, "was also eonsnlted, and prepared to promote 
the enterprise. He designated three priests of tlic order ol 
JcsnitH as suitable agents, and they were accordingly em- 
ployed. • • ■ The 8iipGi-ior of tho convent of Ursulins 
nuns, at New Orleans, was in the seeret. Some of the sister- 
hood were also employed in Mwxico." 

There is a vagueness about these statements winch looks io- 
Imtional, and lessens their credibility. Tha foHowing U more 
positive: " At tijis juncture (January (1, 1800), Mr. Pitt died, 
Wilkinson must have heard of the death of the premier late 
in the spring of 180D. From that moment, in Mr. Burr's 
opinion, Wilkinson became alarmed, and resolved on an 
Abandonment of the enterprise, at the sacrifice of his aasoci- 
■t«s." It may have been the news of Pitt's death, tlien, that 
prodnced the temporary suspension of the scheme, dunng 
iriiich Burr applied to the President for employment. 

OmitUng conjcuturea on points which tho issue rendered of 
BO importance, nothing remains but to naiTato the events of 
Uu) latter half of 1800, as they occurred. Never was an ad- 
venturer more sanguine of success than Burr was in July and 
Angust of that yeai-. The plot seemed well laid. Tho excel- 
lence of it was that both his schemes were geimine. Ue really 
had two strings to liis bow. If war broke out, he iruutd 
Buroii into Mexico ; if not, he would settle on the Washita ; 
knd wait for a better oppoitunity. In either case, ho was go- 
ing westward never to return. In eithci xise, a caicer opeiMid 
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Op before bim wbicb be believed in, and could have been eat 
isfied wiih. 

At llie end of July, bis preparations nt tbo East being com- 
plete, bis first moveratnt waa to send forward Samuel Sn-ait- 
wont, with a packet of letters and coram Hnit-atioiis, in cipher, 
to General Wilkinson, for the purpose, as lie saiil, of seeming 

concert of action between tliem. On the 20th of July, 
Swartwout, accompsinied by another adveatiirer, youny Og- 
don, ji son of Matlbeiv Ogden, of New Jersey, set out on bii 
long journey to the lower Mississippi. 

Six dnys after. Burr and liis diiugbtor, with two or tbreo 
friends, and a servant or two, followed, taking what tbey sup- 
posed to be their last farewell of the eastern world. As tliey 
floated down the Ohio, Burr tiould occasionally make detours 
into the adjacent country for the pui-pose of procuring recruits, 
and feeling tbc western pulse. It so clianced, that one of the 
first, if not the first, visit of this kind, had consequences of tbo 
utmost importance. 

It was to the bouse of Colonel Morgan, a name of renown 
in the West, a valiant old campaigner, who lived, with two 
stalwart sons, near Cannonsburg, Ohio, that tbis fiital visit waa 
made. Ci\ilities bad passed between 3Iorgan and Burr in 
former yearn, and tlic old patriot had conceived for Burr a 
very wann friendship, which bis misfortunes and " jwraecu- 
tions" had strcngthcued, As his custom was, Colonel Burr 
gave notice of bis coming, and the old gentleman, bui-sting 
— with4)Qsj»ilality, sent Icirtli his two sons to meet the expected 
guests. Coleucl Burr rode with one of the sons, and Colonel 
Dupieatcr with the^lTTer, Burr's eunversation surprised the 
young gentleman. Among other things, be said the Union 
could not last long; a separation of the States must ensue, 
as a iialuial consequence, in four or five yeai-s. Ho made 
minute inquiries respecting the militia and arms of the coun- 
try, and the character of the officei-s. One of Morgan's work< 
men, a Hue stent fellow, chanced to pass, and Burr said he 
wished lie had ten thousand such. 

After dinner, in the presence of a tionsiderahle company 
Burr talked iu a strain that sbocked and jiuzzled these good 
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people fltill more. " I gpokc," deposed Colonel Morgan, " of 
our fine country, I obst-ived tliat, when I first went west, 
there was not a sinsle liinuly boHvoon the Allcglinny mount- 
Bins nnd tbc Ohio ; and ihnt, liy :ind 1>y, wc ehunld have Con- 
greas stilhig in lliis neijjliborliond or Pittsburg." 

" No, never," snid Colonel Burr, " for in Icm than five years 
fon will bo totally divided from the Atlantio States." 

" Qod forbid !" exclaimed the old gentleuian ; " I hope no 
Baeh tiling will ever happen, at least not in ray litne." 

The oonversniion then turned to Bnrr'a fhvorito topic of 
the imbceility of tbc Federal government. The narrative of 
Colonel Morgan conlinnes thus : 

"Colonel liurr said, that with two hundred nien he conid 
drive Congress, with the President at its head, into the river 
Potomae; or that it might be done; and ho said with five 
btmdrod men, be could take possession of Now York, He 
appealed to Colonel Uupieator, if it could not bo done: be 
nodded assent, Tlntrc was a reply made to this by one of my 
•oofl, that he would be damned if they conId take our httle 
town of Cannonsbin'g with that force. Some abort time atler 
ttiia, Colonel Burr went out tiom the dining-room to the pas- 
■age, and beckoned to my son Thomas. WItat their convei-sa- 
tion was, I can not SJiy. boon after, ti walk was proposed to my 
■on's mill, and the company went out. When they returned, 
ono (or botii of my sons) came to caution me, and said, ' Yon 
may depend upon it, Colonel Burr will this night open himself 
to you. He wants Tom to go with bim,' After tho usual 
conversation, Colonel Burr went up stairs, and, as I thought, 
to go to bed. Mi'!>. Morgan was reading to me (as is usual, 
irhea the family have retired), when, about eleven o'utock, and 
after I had snpposed he bad been an hour in bed, she told me 
tlwi Colonel Burr was coming down, and as she had lienrd my 
son's conversation, sho added, ' Yoo'll have it now.' Cuioncl 
Burr came down with a candle in his band. Mrs. Morgan im- 
modtatcly retired. Tho colonel took his scat by me. He 
drew from bi» |>ocket a book. I suppose it was a nicmomn- 
dum*book. After looking al it, bo asked me if I knew a Mr 
Vign, of Fort Viuceut, a Spaniard. I replied, yes; I kne« 
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him ; I hid reasons to know him. One was, that I had r 
BODS to belk'vc that he was deeply involved in the British con- 
flpiracy in 1788, as I supjioiwd ; the object of which was lo 
separate the Stales ; and wiiieh General Neville and myself 
had suppressed. I called it a nefarious tiling to aim at the 
division of the States. I was cai'cfiil to put great emphasis 
on the word ' nefarious^ Colonel Burr, finding what kind 
of man he had lo deal with, suddenly stopped, thrust into 
his poeket the Imok which I saw had blank Icttres in it, an<l 
retired to bed. I believe I was pretty well understood. The 
next morning Colonel Burr and Colonel Dnptester went off 
before breakfast, without ray expecting it," 

In short, Colonel Burr, on this occasion as on others, com- 
ported himself precisely as a man having " trcosDnablc" de- 
signs would noC comport himself, unless he were mad or 
intoxicated. 

Not so thonght Colonel Morgan. He thought there was 
danger in what ho had heard. There was a court sitting in 
4he neighborhood ; he invited two of the judges to dinner, to 
whom he detailed all that Burr had e.iid and done. These 
gentlemen wrote a joint letter to the President, giving him 
the same information, and advising tliat Burr's futu)C move- 
ments be watched. Jefferson expressly says that tUs letter 
gave him the first intimation of Bnrr's designs. He acted 
upon the judges' suggestion by forwarding inforniiition to 
confidential pei-sons in the western country, and, sopn nflcr, 
by detaching a government cleric, named Graham, with orders 
to go in pursuit of Burr, and ascertain, if possible, what hia 
plana were. But in those days operations of this kind were 
slow. It was not until nearly the end of September that the 
judges' letter reached Washington ; and two months, there- 
fore, passed before Burr began to experience the results of his 
indiscretion ; during which his sSairs went on without inten 
ruption. In these days, a telegraphic dispatch would have 
finished the business in two hours, 

Maiietta was Burr's next halting-place. It happened that 
ho arrived there on the day of a general training of the mill- 
lia. Riding to the field, ho exercised a regiment io a few 
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HVoltititmB, fuid, hy his prompt, onergttiu mannitr, gave tKa 
multitude a bigh idea of liis niilitaiy talents. In the evening, 
he and Theodoaia attended a ball, where he completed the 
cooquefit of Marietta by the courtly grace of hta manners 
The belief waa general that be vas engaged in an expedition 
of Borae kind. The belief was equally general, that that ex- 
pedition WHS BaDctioned, or would be sanctioned, by the gov- 
umraent, and he was at no loss for recruila in Marietta. 

How far Burr guiltily inculcated the falsehood, that hii 
atterior destgnB were known and approved by the President, 
is atill somewhat uncertain. Davis, who knew him intimately 
for forty years, says he never knew him to tell a direct He / 
and oilier fHends of Burr have given me the same informa- 
tion. But Davia admtt^ that " by innuendoes or otherwise, 
Burr induced some to believe that his arrangements for the 
invasion of Mexico were with the knowledge, if not the ap- 
probation of the government." Strange perversion of morala, 
which could deem an indirect, or acted, Iklsehood, less an- 
worthy of a gentleman than a bold and downright lie ! 

Mr. Jefferson, who, with all bis admirable qualitiea, most be 
pronounced a credulous man, and who certa inly burned and- 
strove for Burr 'a conviction to a degree ea^tra ordinary aai_ 
unacc ountable , sent tbe following to the prosecuting attor- 
ney during tbe trial at Richmond : *' It is understood that 
whenever Burr met with subjects who did not choose to em- 
bark in his projects, unless approved by their government, he 
Mserted that lie had that appi'obation. Most of them took 
hifl word for it, but it is said that with those who would not, 
the following stratagem "was practiced. A forged letter, pur- 
porting to be from General Dearborne (Secretary of War), 
was made to express bis approbation, and to say that I wa« 
absent at Montlcello, but that there was no doubt that on my 
return, my approbation of his enterprise would be given. This 
letter was spread open on his table, so as to invite the eye of 
whoever entered his room, and he contrived occasions of send- 
ing op into hia room those whom he wished to become wit- 
nesi^es of hU acting under sanction. By this means he avoided 
committing himself to any liability to prosecution for forgery, 
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and gave another proof of being a great man in little thiuga, 
while lie ii really amall in great onca. I muat add General 
Dearbome'B declaratiou, liiat he never wrote a lutler to Burt 
ill Lis life, except ibat wben here, once iu a wiciter he iijiiiiUly 
wrote him a billet of invitation to diae." 

How much trnth there may be in this, I can not tell. Some- 
ttiing resembliug such a trick may have been resorted to 
oriue, and for some special purpose — but not for the purpose 
of overcoming the conscientiona suruples of patriots. Patriots 
of oonscienlious scruples never read letters which they find 
lying open in the apartments of other*. Nevertheless, Jeffer- 
Bon'8 main charge is undeniably true, namely, that the idea, in 
fome way, was given out, that the government secretly ap- 
proved of what Bnrr was doing. Burr would reply to thia, 
tliat his plana were based on the certainty of war ; and in time 
of war, private expeditions, designed to injure the enemy, can 
not but he approved by government. 

Leaving his daughter upon Blennerhassett Island, Burr bent 
all bis powers to preparing for the expedition. Contracts for 
fiileen large hatteaux, to be capable of transporting five hnn- 
dred men, were entered into at Marietta, and the work fortt^ 
with began. Quantities of flour, pork, and meal were pui- 
chased. On the island kilns were constructed for drying the 
com. Men were daily added to the rolls. They appear to 
have been engaged for an object which was to be cxplunod 
to them afterward, but all were to come equipped and armed, 
and to each was promised, as part of the compensation for his 
services, one hundred acres of land on the Washita. Blen- 
nerhassett was busy enough. To prepare the western mind 
for future contingencies, be wrote a series of articles in a 
neighboring newspaper, in which the advantages of a separa- 
tion of the western States from the eastern were discussed and 
exhibited. His island resounded with the din of preparation. 
Mrs. Blennerhassett, happy in the society of Thcodosia, full of 
confidence in her father's talents, was all o-glow with pleasant 
expectation. Burr was everywhere ; now at Marietta ; now 
at Ohilticolhe ; then at Cincinnati ) through Kentucky and 
Tennessee; everywhere g^ning adherents, and enlarging his 
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icqotuntaQce wkh men of influenoe ; received always as the 
great man. Six boats were set building on the Cumberland, 
and four tboueand dollara deposited with Genera) Jackson to 
pay for Ihem. In October, Mr. Alston arrived, and soon after, 
he, Theodosia, and Blennerhoasett, jonraeyed, by easy stages, 
to Lexington, in Kentucky, leading the energetic wife of 
Blennerhassett upon the inland, to superintend the great coiw 
cems there going forward. On their journey they found the 
country full of rumorB respecting Biu'r, and some scheme he 
waa said to have in hand ; but they also observed that these 
rumors were generally believed to be groundless ; and attrib- 
uted to the malice of Burr's old enemies, the Federalists. 

Before long, the press began, in a confused and doubtful 
tone, to sound the alarm. In the Western World, a news- 
paper published at Frankfort, Kentucky, there appeared some 
(uticles, in which, along with many errors, Burr's scheme wak 
shadowed forth, and he himself denounced as a traitor. The 
writer descanted on the disunion party of 1798, re-stated its 
plan of disunion, denounced anew the surviving members of 
that party, some of whom were in high place, and asserted 
that a gignntic conspiracy had been formed to revive and 
carry out the plan. All this, he avowed, was done through 
Spanish agents, who kept in pay some of the leading men of 
Kentucky, This forragn of truth and falsehood, though it 
oonvmoed few, yet added fuel to the flame of popular excit» 
ment. 

On the 3d of November, at Frankfort, Mr. Daviess, Altop- 
Bey for the tTnited States, rose in court, and moved that 
Aaron Burr bo oompelled to attend the court, to answer a 
charge to be made against him, of being engaged in an enter- 
prise contrary to the laws of the United States, and designed 
lo injure a power with which the United States were at peace. 
Hiis movement took every one by surprise. Daviess was a 
noted Federalist, and the motion waa at once concluded to bo 
V mere manifestation of party spite. As the news flew about 
tlie town, nine tenths of the people, it is said, sided instantly 
vith Burr, and indignantly denounced the attorney. Judge 
(niiia evidently sympalhtied with the popular feeling, on^ 



after deliberating on the motion for two days, denied it. Th« 
interesting scenes which followed this decision at Fiankrort, 
are apiriledly related by an eye-witnesa, or from information 
given by eye witnesses, in Collins's History of Kenluclty. 

"Colonel Bum was in Lexington at the time, and was in- 
formed of the motion made by Daviess in an incredibly sliort 
space of time after it was made. He entered the court-house 
shortly after Innis had overruled the motion, and addressed 
the judge with a grave and calm dignity of manner which in- 
ereaaed, if possible, the general prepossession in his favor. 
He spoke of the late motion as one which had greatly sur- 
prised him; insinuated that Daviess had reason to believe 
that he was absent upon business of a private and pressing na- 
ture, which, it was well known, required his immediate atten- 
tion ; that the judge had treated the application as it de. 
served ; but as it might be renewed by the attorney, in bis 
absence, he preferred that the judge should entertain the mo- 
tiou now, and he had volnntarily appeared in order to give tho 
gentleman an opportunity of proving his charge. 

" Nowise disconcerted by the lofty tranquillity of Burr's 
manner, than which nothing could be more imposing, Daviess 
promptly accepted the challenge, and declared himself ready 
to proceed as soon as he could procure the attendance of his 
witnesses. After consulting with the marshal, Daviess an- 
nounced his opinion that his witnesses could attend on the en- 
suing Wednesday ; and, with the concurrence of Burr, that 
day was fixed upon by the court for the investigation. 

" Burr awaited the day with an easy tranquillity which 
seemed to fear no danger, and on Wednesday the court-bouse 
was crowded to suffocation. Daviosa, upon counting bis wit- 
nesses, discovered that Davis Fioyd, one of the most imports 
ant, was absent, and, with great reluctance, asked a postpone- 
ment of the case. The judge instantly discharged the grand 
jury. Colonel Burr then appeared at the bar, accompanied 
by his counsel, Henry Clay and Colonel Allen. Colonel Burr 
arose in court, expressed his regret that the grand jury had 
been discharged, and inquired the reason. Colonel Davieai 
renlicd, and added, that Floyd was then in Indiana, attending 
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K Beimon of the tcmtorial legislature. Burr calmly desired 
that the cxuse of the postponement might be entered upou the 
record, as well as the reason why Floyd did not attend. He 
then, with great self-poBsesMon, and with an air of candor dif- 
Goult to be resisted, addressed the court and crowded au- 
dience upon the subject of the accusation. His style was with- 
out ornament, passion, or fervor ; but the spell of a great 
mind, and daring, but calm spirit was felt with singular power 
by all who heard him. He hoped the good people of ICen 
tacky would dismiss their apprehensions of danger from him, 
if any such really existed. Tliere was really no ground for 
them, however zealously the attorney might strive to awaken 
them. He was engaged in no project inimical to the peace or 
tranquillity of the country ; as they would certainly learn 
whenever the attorney should be ready, which he greatly ap- 
prehended would never be. In the mean time, although pri- 
vate business urgently demanded his presence elsewhere, be 
felt compelled to give the attorney one more opportunity of 
proving his charge, and would patiently await another attack, 

" Upon the 25lh of November, Colonel Daviess informed 
the court that Floyd would attend on the 2d of December 
following, and another grand jury was summoned to attend 
on that day. Colonel Burr came into court attended by the 
same counsel as on the former occaaiou, and coolly awaited 
the expected attack. Daviess, with evident chagrin, agiun 
announced that he was not ready to proceed ; that John Adair 
had been summoned, and was not in attendance, and that his 
testimony was indispensable to the prosecution. He again 
asked a postponement of the case for a few days, and that the 
grand jury should be kept impanneled until he could compel 
the attendance of Adair by attachment. 

" Burr, upon the present occasion, remwned wient, and en- 
tirely unmoved by any thing that occurred. Not so his coun- 
sel. A most animated and imfiassioned debate sprung up, in- 
termingled with sharp and flashicg personalities, between Clay 
imd Daviess. Never did two mere illastrious orators encooiK 
t«r each other in debate. The enormous mass which crowded 
/> BuffocalJoD the fioor, the galleries, the windows, the plat 
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form of the jadge, remained stitl and breathless for honn, 
viiile these renowned and immortal champions, stimulated by 
nmtnal rivalry, and each glowing in the ardent conviction ot 
right, encountered each other in splendid intellectual combat. 
Clay had the aympathies of the audience on his side, and wsa 
the leader of the popular party in Eentncky. Daviess viaa a 
Federalist, and was regarded as persecuting an innocent and 
unfortunate man trom motives of political hate. But he waa 
buoyed up by the full conviction of Burr's guilt, and the deln- 
mon of tlie people on the eubjcct ; and the very infatuation 
which he beheld around him, and the smiling serenity of the 
traitor who sat before him, stirred his great spirit to one of 
his most brilliant efforts. All, however, was in vain. Judge 
Innis refused to retain the grand jury, unless some baalnesB 
was broui^ht before them ; and Daviess, in o^der to gain time 
sent up to them an indictment against John Adair, which was 
pronounced by the jury 'not a true bill.' The hour bemg 
late, Daviess then moved for an attachment to compel the 
presence of Adair, which was resisted by Bnrr's counsel, and 
refused by the court, on the ground that Adair was not in 
contempt tilt the day had expired. On the motion of Daviess, 
the court then adjourned to the following day. 

" In the interval, Daviess had a private interview with the 
judge, and obtained from him an expression of the opinion 
that it would be allowable for him as prosecutor to attend the 
grand jury in their room, and examine the witnesses, in order 
to explain to them the connection of the detached particles of 
evidence which his intimate acquaintance with the plot would 
enable him to do, and without whioh the grand jury would 
scarcely be able to comprehend their bearing. When the 
court resumed its sitting on the following morning, Daviess 
moved to be permitted to attend the grand jury in their room. 
This was resisted by Burr's counsel as novel and unprecedent- 
ed, and refused by tho couit. The grand jury then retired, 
witnesses were sworn and sent up to them, and on the 5th of 
tiie month, they returned, as Daviess had expected, 'not a 
trne bill.' In addition to this, the grand jury returned into 
court a written declaration, signed by the whole of them, w 
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wnlch, from all the evidence before tbcm, they complete!} 
exonerated Burr from any design inimicat to tlie peace or 
well-being of the coantry. Colonel Allen instantly moved the 
eourt that a copy of Iho report of the gi-and juiy should be 
aken and inserted in the newspapers, which was granted. 
The popular current ran with great strength in his favor, and 
the United States' attorney, for the time, was overwhelmed 
with obloquy. 

" The acquittal of Burr was celebrated at Frankfort by a 
brilliant ball, numerously attended; which was followed by 
snother ball ^ven in honor of the baffled attorney, by those 
friends who believed the charge to be just, and thai troth, for 
the time, had been baffled by boldness, eloquence, and deloaion. 
At one of these parties the editor of.the iVesCem World, who 
had boldly Bounded the alarm, wasviolently attacked, with a 
view of driving him from the ballroom, and was rescued with 
difficulty. 

"Before Mr. Clay took any active pait as the counsel of 
Burr, he required of htm an explicit disavowal, upon his honor, 
that he was engaged in no design contrary to the laws and 
peace of the country. The pledge was promptly given by 
BoTT in language the most comprehensive and particillar. 
'He bad do design,' he said, 'to intermeddle with or disturb 
thetranquilbty of the United States, nor its territories, nor any 
part of them. He had neither issued, nor signed, nor promised 
a commission to any person for any purpose. He did not own 
A single musket, nor bayonet, nor any single article of military 
Btoreo, nor did any other peison tor him, by his authority or 
knowledge. His views had been explained to several dlatlD- 
gnished members of the administration, were v/ell understood 
aud approved by the government. They were such as every 
man of honor, and every good citizen must approve.' " 

Hr. Clay, there is reason to believe, went to his grave m 
the belief that each of these assertions was an unmitigated 
&lsehaod, and the writer of the above adduces them merely 
U remarkable instances of coot, impudent lying. On the con- 
trary, with one exception, all of Burr's allegations were true; 
•«d even that one was true in a £urrian sense. He did not 



own any arms or military stores. By the terms of his e 
ment with his recruits, every man was to join hint armed, just 
as every backtrooJsm&n was armed whenever be went fi'om 
home. He had not issued nor promised any commissions ; the 
lime had not yet come for that. Jefferson and hia cabinet un- 
doubtedly knew his views and intentions up to the ]ioint 
where they ceased to be lawful ! That is to say, they knew 
that be was going to settle in the western country, and that 
if the expected war should break out, he would head an on- 
tdaught on the Dons, His ulterior views may have been known 
to one, or even two, members of JeSerson's cabinet, for any 
thing that cin now be ascertained. The moment the tide 
really turned against this fated man, a surprising ignorance 
overspread many minds that bad before been extremely well- 
informed respecting his plans. 

To several other persons. Burr held similar language about 
this time. He told John Smith of Ohio, that if Bonaparte 
with all his army were in the western country, with the ob- 
jects attributed to himself, he would never see salt water 
again. November 27th, be wrote to Oovernor Harrison: 
" Considering the various and extravagant reports which cir- 
culate concerning me, it may not be unsatis&ctory to you to 
be informed (and to you there can be no better source of in 
formation than myself) that I have no wish or design to at- 
tempt a separation of the Union, that I have no connection 
with any foreign power or government, that I never meditsr 
ted the introduction of any foreign power or influence into the 
United States, or any part of its territories, but on the con- 
trary should repel with indignk' 'on any proposition or meas- 
ure having that tendency ; in fine, that I have no project or 
views hostile to the interest or tranquillity or union of the 
United States, or prejudicial to its government, and I pledge 
my honor to the truth of Ibis declaration. It is true that I 
am engaged in an extensive speculation, and that with me are 
associated some of your intimate and dearest frienda. The 
objects are such as every man of honor and every good citizen 
must approve. They have been communicated to several of 
the piincipal officers of our government, particularly to ona 
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in the eonfideiioe of the administration. He Las assnred me 
my views would be grateful to the administration. Indeed, 
from the nature of them, it can not be otherwise, and I have 
no doubt of having received your active support, if a personal 
communication with you could have been had." 

After his acquittal at Frankfort, Burr proceeded, with flying 
colors, to Nashville, where he was again received as a conquer- 
ing hero, and where another grand ball celebrated his deliver- 
ance from '^ Federal machinations." He addressed himself to 
the task of completing his preparations, fondly supposing that 
now every obstacle was removed. The plan was, for Blenner- 
hassett and his paily to float down the Ohio, in the fifteen 
batteanic that were building at Marietta ; and for himself and 
the Tennesseeans to descend the Cumberland. At the mouth 
of the Cumberland the parties were to unite. Burr to take the 
command, and the whole flotilla to proceed down the Missis- 
nppi in quest of what fortune might have in store for them. 

But alas I never was a fly more completely entangled in a 
spider's web than was this adventurer in the meshes of his 
own plot, at the moment when every body was congratulating 
him on his triumph, and when he saw the path to fortune and 
glory dear and bright before him. 
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THE EXPLOSION. 

^aI^tOi.'^ AaXIVal IK GximAL WiLK.'KBjicV OoMP — Tm CiPim Lrtem - 
ViL^iUbOsr 'Cbtsau Tits Bcnrm — Sexds Ikfo^m.-tioit to thk PbesiokicT'-' 
Tub rxou*JiMATiox — Wilxikson'b Measures — Toe Pcblio FnExzT — Soxina 
03r BLEXiorwnASsrrT Island — Drscext op ms KivKa — BbRR SnRREyDSM 
Gbavd Jubt BxruBB to Iitdict Hiu — His Fugut u^ ro tqb WiLDERXBas. 

The summer of 1806 was a busy one indeed with General 
Wilkinson. What with fortifying New Orleans, transporting 
troops to the Sabine, calling out tlie militia, preparing them 
for the field, and writing long dispatches to the Secretary of 
War, the portly general had had his hands full. lie had never 
before been so important a personage. Beside being the gov- 
ernor of a Territory, he was the commander-in-chief of the 
army ; and the critical relaiuions subsisting between Spain and 
the United States fixed upon him, for the time, the eyes of two 
nations. It was this — not Htt's death — which made him a 
traitor to Burr, if he was a traitor to Burr. 

Toward the close of September, he repaired in person to 
the neighborhood of the Sabine, where, for several weeks, a 
body of his troops had been confronting the Spanish camp. 
Every thing wore a more warlike aspect than ever, and the 
American soldiers were impatient to be led against the enemy. 
Wilkinson himself expected battle, so he said ; was expecting 
it daily ; when an event occurred which totally and instantly 
changed the current of his plans. This was the arrival in 
camp of Samuel Swartwout. 

If Wilkinson's account be true, the very means which Burr 
adopted to precipitate war, was the direct and oaly cause of its 
prevention. 

Misled by false information respecting the general's move- 
ments, Swartwout and his companion had been traveling tor 
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mne weeks, with all the rapidity possible in the ^ear before 
Fulton went to Albany in liis aleamboat. Leaving Ogden to 
continue hie journey to New Oileans, Swarlwout, on the 8th 
of October, came in sight of Wilkinson's quarters at Nachi. 
toclies, and inquired for Colonel Cueliing, the second in com- 
nand. Ho was conducted to the quarters of that officer, 
whicli were, indeed, at head-quarters. To htm he presented 
a letter from Dayton, which introduced Ogden to Cushing'a 
Bcqaaintance, hut mentioned Swartwont aa Ogden's traveling 
Goupanion. What followed the reading of this letter baa 
been related by Colonel Cushing himself in a formal depo^- 
tion : "Tbd gentleman informed me," he deposed, " that he 
was the Mr. Swartwoul mentioned in the letter, and I pre- 
sented him to General Wilkinson as the friend of General 
DaytoD, and requested him to take a seat with ds at table, 
which he did. Mr. Swartwout tlien observed that Mr. Ogden 
and himself) being on their way to New Orleans, had learned 
at Fort Adams that our troops and some militia were asaem- 
bHng at Nachi toches, from whence they were to march against 
the Spanish army, then in our neighborhood ; and that the 
otyect of his visit was to act with us as a volunteer. He re- 
nuined with us tor some time, and conversed on various topics, 
fcot said nothing which could excite a suspicion against him ; 
Md he left us, with a strong impression, on my mind that his 
business to New Orleans was of a commercial nature, and 
oould be oond-icted by Mr. Ogden during his absence. While 
be was in my quarters, I was called out on business, and was 
absent from live to ten minutes." 

During this brief absence of Colonel Cushing from the 
room, Swartwout seized the opportunity to give the general 
the important packet of which he was the bearer. As a speci- 
meo of the flal. contradictions with which every part of the 
evidence respeoting Burr's expedition abounds, it may be men- 
tioned that Wi'kinson asserts that the packet was slyly slipped 
into his band ; while Swartwout swears that, being alone with 
the general, he presented the packet to him in the ordinary 
manner. It w>a received in silence, and, soon after, Swart- 
wout left the peneral and strolled about the camp, comport- 
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iDg himself, in all reapeoU, as became his aesomed ohtrsoUr 
of ¥ohint«ar. 

It was not lill evcaiog that Wilkinsoo bad time and oppor- 
tunity to examine tiic important packet. He found it to oob- 
Bist of three letters, two of them in cipher, and one in ordinary 
uTiting. First, there was the following letter from Burr to 
Wilkinson, inlrodudng Swartwout. This was in common 
hand : " Dear Sir, Mr. Swarlwout, the brother of Colonel S., 
of New York, being on his way down the Mississippi, and 
presuming he may pass you at some post on the river, has re- 
quested of me a letter of introduction, which I give witi 
pleasure, as he is a most amiable young man and highly re- 
spected from bis family and connections. I pray you to afford 
any friendly offices which bis situation may require, and beg 
you to pardon the trouble whioh this may give you." 

Secondly, the packet contained the celebrated cipher letter 
trom Burr to the general, a copy of which, as given in Wil- 
Hnson's Memoirs, is as follows: 

" Yours, post-marked 13th of May, is received. I, Aaron 
Burr, have obtained funds, and have actually commenced the 
enterprise. Detachments from different points, and under 
different pretenses, will rendezvous on the Ohio, lat Xoveio- 
ber — every thing internal and external, favors views ; protec- 
tion of England is secured. T is going to Jamuca to 

arrange with the admiral on that station ; it will meet on the 

Mississippi. , England, , navy of the United States 

are ready to join, and Knal ordera are given to my friends and 
followe]*s : it will be a host of choice spirits. Wilkinson shall 
be second to Burr only, Wilkinson shall dictate the rank and 
promotion of his officers. Burr will proceed westward, lat 
August, never more to return ; with Lim goes his daughter; 
the husband will follow in October with a corps of worthies. 

*' Send forth an intelligent and confidential ti'iend with whom 
Burr may confer ; he shall return immediately with further 
interesting details ; this is essential to concert and harmony of 
movement. Send a list of all persons known to Wilkinson, 
west of the moDntains, who may be useful, with a note delin- 
eating th«ir obaraotera. By your messenger send me four or 



EXPLOSION. 



77 



five coRimJsMoiis of your officers, which yon can borrow under 
any pretense yoa plcaae ; they ehall lie returaed faithfully 
Already are orders to the contractors given to forward six 
mouths' provieiona to points Wilkinson may name : this shall 
not be used until the last moment, and then under proper in 
junctions. The project is brought to the point m long desired. 
Burr guaranties the result with his life and honor, with the 
honor, and fortunes of hundreds of the best blood of our 
country. 

" Burr's plan of operation is, to move down rapidly from 
tbe Falls on the 15th of September, with the first SOO or 1,000 
men in light boats, now conatincting for that purpose, to be 
at Xatiihez between the 6tb and 15th of December; there to 
meet Wilkinson ; there to determine whether it will be expe- 
dient in the first instance to seixe on or pass by Baton Ronge. 
On receipt of tliJs send an answer. Draw on Burr for all ex- 
penses, etc. The people of the country to which we are 
going, are prepared to receive us. Their agents, now with 
Burr, say, that if we will protect their religion, and will not 
subject them to a foreign power, that in three weeks all will 
be settled. The gods invite to glory and fortune ; it remains 
to be seen whether we deserve the boon. The bearer of this 
goes express to yon ; he will hand a formal letter of introduc- 
tion to you from Bnrr. Ue is a roan of invioliible honor and 
perfect discretion ; fonned to execute gather than to project j 
capable of relating fact« with fidelity, and incapable of relating 
them otherwise. He is thoroughly informed of the plans and 
intentions of Burr, and will diBclose to you as ia,T as you in. 
quire and no further. Ue lias imbibed a reverence for your 
character, and may bo embarrassed in your presence. Put him 
at ease, and he will satisfy you." 

Thirdly, as though to make assurance doubly sure, the fol- 
lowing letter from Dayton was brought to bear on the gen- 
erapB mind : 

" Dear Sir — It ia now well asaert^ned that you are to be dis- 
placed in next session, Jederson will affeot to yield reluct- 
Mlly to the public sentiment, but yield ho will. Prepare 
vouraeli^ therefore, for it. You know the rest. You are not 
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a man to despair, or even deapont], especially when sanh pros- 
pects offer in another quarter. Are yon ready? Are yonr 
numerous associfttea ready ? Wealth and glory, Louisiana and 
Mexico I I shall have lime to receive a letter from you before 
I set ont for Ohio. Onio. Addre&s one to me here, and another 
in Cincinnati. Receive and treat my nephew affectionately 
aa you would receive your friend Datton." 

It was late at night before Wilkinson had deciphered these 
iuttera sufficiently to have an idea of their drifl. His resolu- 
tion was taken without delay. Burr had overdone it ; had 
put more upon the general than he had the strength to exe- 
cute. The continuation of Colonel Cushing's deposition shows 
that, within a few hours after Wilkinson had mastered the con- 
tents of the packet, he committed himself to an exposure of 
ibe scheme. "The nest morning," says Cusbing, "I waa 
walking on the gallery in front of ray quarters, when General 
WillcinaoD came up, and taking me aside, informed me that he 
had something of a very serious nature to communicate to 
me. So much so that, altlioagb it was necessary to hold it 
in strict reserve for the present, be begged me to bear it in 
mind, that I might he able to make a fair statement of it at 
any future period. He then asked me if I knew, or had 
heard, of any enterprise being on foot in the western Stales. 
I replied that I had heard nothing on the subject, and asked 
him what the enterprise was to which he alluded. He then 
aaid, * Yes, my tiiend, a great number of individuals possess- 
ing wealtli, popularity, and talents, are, at this moment, asso- 
dated for purposes inimical to the government of the United 
States. Colonel Burr is at their head, and the young gentle- 
man who delivered you the letter last evening, is one of his 
emissaries. The story of serving as a volunteer is only a 
mask. He bos brought me a letter from Colonel Burr, which, 
being in cipher, I have not yet been fully able to make out; 
but I have discovered that his object is treasonable, and that 
it is my duty to oppose him by every means in my power, 
He assures mo that he has funds ; says the navy is with him ■ 
offers to make me second in command, and to give the o£Bceri 
of the army any thing I may ask for them ; and he requusta 
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ae to Mind a conSdential friend to confer with him at Nash- 
ville, in Tennessee, In fact, tie scents to calculate on me and 
the army aa ready to join to him.' 

" I then aslccd the general whether he had received any in- 
formation or inatriiction on this subject froni government, to 
whioh he replied that he had not, ajd that he must therefore 
adopt Buoh measures as, in his judgment, were best calculated 
to defend the country. Ho said he would immediately march 
to the Sabine, and endeavor to make hucIi terms with the Span- 
ish commander as would justify him in removing the greater 
part of his force to the Mississippi ; and that the moment this 
could ba effected, he would send me to New Orleans in a 
light barge, with orders to secure the French train of artillery 
ai that post, and to put the place in the best possible situation 
for defense, and that he would follow with every man that 
oould be epared from Nachitoches, with all possible exped.'. 
tioD. He told me that he would give the information he bad 
received, to the President of the United States, and solicit 
particular Instructions for his government, but as delay might 
prove ruinous, he would pursue the course before suggested, 
as the only means in bis power, to save the country, until the 
pleasure of the President could be known." 

At the last moment, then, Wilkinson shrank from the work 
expected of him. Hie probability is strong that he alwaya 
meant to do so. That he was a weak, vwn, false, greedy man, 
ia likely enough. That carried away by the magic of Burr's 
rewstless presence, and hoping the scheme would never involve 
him in its folds, he suggested, encouraged, and aided it, is 
Tery probable. That he had given Burr to understand in 
■ome vague way, that he would strike a blow whioh would 
begin a war, whenever it should be needed, is also probable 
That he chose the part he did choose from a calculation of ad 
vantages to himself, from motives mean and mercenary rests 
Upon evidence that convinces.* K^evertlteless, the fact re- 

* Ths oharge that WUlnnsoa sent a conBdeiitial sgsn^ Walter Burliag, to 
Ibxioo, to demaad of (be Vitxroy it,coiapcnsittioD of two hundred Ihouaaad 
doSan for his services m Boppresauil Bott'b expedition, ia tnippmled by the 
g eridence- 1. Tbe Vice-Queen of Uexico, in ISIS, after her bv 
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muna, that he df-i not " strike the blow ;" he did not involye 
two nations in T^r ; he did not shape his coarse according ta 
the wishes of Ar^-on Burr, instead of the orders of Tbomu 
JefferBOii. If be rfas s tnutor, he was a traitor to his confed- 
erates, not to his oounlry, his comrotseion, liis flag. True, the 
rountry, partionldrly the western States, desired war, and 
would have applauded faim for beginning it. But to a soldier, 
his country speaks only through the commands of its cbicC 

For ten days Swartwont remained in camp, during which 
Wlkinson seemed to favor and applaud the project, and ex- 
tracted from him all the information be possessed. Swartwont 
conversed freely, replying to all of Wilkinson's qnestioiu, wtlh- 
ont suspicion of his treachery. " I inquired," says Wilkinson, 
in his Memoirs;, *' what would be their coarse ? He siud, 
this territory (Louisiana) would be revolutionized, where the 
people were ready to join them, and that there would be some 
seizing he supposed, at New Orleans ; that they expected to 
be ready to embark about the lat of February, and intended 
to land at Vera Cruz, and to march from thence to Mexico, 
I observed that there were several millions of dollars in the 
bank of this place, to which he replied. We know it full 
well ;' and on remarking that they certainly did not mean to 
violate private property, he said they ' merely meant to bor- 
row, and would return it ; that they must equip themselves 
in New Orleans; that they expected naval protection from 

Great Britain ; that Captain , and the officers of our 

navy were so diagasted with the government, that they were 
ready to join ; that similar disgusta prov^led throughout the 

band's death, asicrtedit repcUedl/ to Colonel Richard BitTiial Eoenc, anlriah 
geDllemBD io the Uesicau aeniae. 2. Dr. PatiickMaDgan, an Irish priest and 
pralbator, who ierved na interpreter between the Tioeroj and Burling, testi 
Had, io wrilicg, to the samo cBect, adding, UiBt the application was contempt 
JOUSI7 refused bj tlio Vicoroj, and Burling ordered out of the couniry, 
3, Ckiloud Koone, who nllcrward practiced law in New Orleans, depoitd to 
having licard tbe gtutetDmia or the Tice-Quoen, as aToresaid ; and placed od 
pennaueut and legal record in New Orleans^ sdedsrstion oTttie Tice-Queen'i 
to tha same cIToct, sigued with her own hand ; also, a fonnal statement b] 
Dr. Mangan; and huaij, bia own affidavit All of those documents are dolj 
preMTved In How OrlMna &t the pToi>oi oKee. 
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w«t«ni «oantry, where the people were zealoiu io &Tor of 
the enteiprise, and that piiot-boat built schooiiers were con- 
tr&ot«(I ibr along our western coa.ft8 for their service,' " 

Swartwout left the camp on the 18th of October, and pro- 
ceeded on his way down the river, nothing doubting. Wil- 
kinson then Bet about sending information to the President. 
To conceal his object, he caused Lieutenant Smith to resign 
his commission on pretense of a desire to return to hia home 
in the East; and to him Wilkinson intrusted dispatches for 
Uie President. To pay liis expenses to Washington, he fur- 
nished him with live hundred dollars ; none too large a sum 
for a journey upon which a man might hare to buy a boat or 
two, and wear out two or three horsos. 

The messenger lefl camp on the 21st of October, and de- 
livered his dispatches to the President on the 25th of Novem* 
bftr. On the 27lh, Jefferson issued his pi'oclamation, and sent 
it flying through the States, paralyzing the enterprise as it 
fiew, and filling the country with consternation. It is notice- 
able, that neither in Wilkinson's dispatches, nor in Jefferson's 
proclamation, was the name of Burr mejitioned. Wilkinson, 
indeed, expressly and falsely wrote that he did not know who 
the prime mover of the conspiracy was. Ue admitted, after- 
ward, that he wrote a letter to Burr after the receipt of ihv 
dpher, but, upon reflection, pursued the letter and destroyed 
it. The Preiiident's proclamation merely announced that un- 
lawful enterprises were on foot in the western States ; warned 
All persons *'to withdraw from the same without delay," "as 
thoy will answer the contrary at their peril, and incur prose- 
cution with all the rigors of the law ;" and commanded all 
ofB(xt«, civil and military, to use their immediate and utmost 
exertions to bring the offending persona to condign punish- 
ment. 

While Wilkinson was still in some doubt what course to 
pursue, he received a letter from an acquuntance in Katohez, 
which (as he says) decided him. It stated that a well-authen- 
ticnted rumor was afloat, " that a plan to revolutionize the 
westetTi country has been formed, matured, and b ready to 
flxplode: that Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, Orleans, tind In 
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diaua, are combined to declare themBelvcs independent on l1 
16lh of November. Tbat proposals liave been made to aome 
of the most influential diaraetefs of Si. Louis, by an accred- 
itL-d agent of the conspiracy, to join in tlie plan," And pages 
more to the same effect. 

Then it was that the general, perceiving the golJen oppor- 
tunity, fully resolved to set up in the character of Deliverer 
of hia Countiy. He went to the Sabine, patched np an ar- 
rangement with the Spaniards, put every thing in train for the 
willidrawal of the troops (who retired cursing the general for 
ordering them away from an enemy tbey were eager to en- 
gage), sent forward an officer to begin the work of piepanng 
New Orleans for defense, and, on the 24th of November, ar- 
rived there himself to deliver a devoted province from spolia- 
tion and ruin. 

Prodigious was his seal, enormous were his labors, terrible 
and ridiculous was the excitement he created. The current 
belief was, that the " conspiracy" extended from one end of 
the Union to the other, embracing immense numbers of tht 
most wealthy and influential citizens ; that seven thousand 
armed men were on their way to the scene ; and that Burr, 
with a vanguard of two thousand, was then descending the 
river, and might be expected at any moment to fall upon the 
town ; that the city swarmed with his adherents, who only 
awaited hia arriv^il to throw off the mask and assist in the re- 
daction of the place. Martial law was proclaimed. Wilkin- 
son dispatched a lieutenant to the Biltish admiral at Jamaica, 
to put him on his guard against Burr's emissaries, A public 
meeti[ig was held, at which Wilkinson harangued the excited 
multitude, and gave them a narrative of Sivartwoui's mission, 
and of the dread secrets his acnteness had drawn fiom that 
agent of treason. Governor Claiborne, too, addressed the 
meeting, exhorting every citizen to etand to the defense of a 
country toppling on the verge of ruin. The volunteer bat- 
talion offered their services ; its ranks were swelled by bun 
dreda of recruits; and, dividing itself into companies, it 
paraded by day, and patrolled by night, giving the city tb« 
kppearanoe of a garrisoned town. New stoclcades were con 



THEEXPI-OBIOTT. 8S 

Btrticteil In all directions. A party of sixty men were sta- 
tioned at a point some distance above tlie city, and ordered 
to stop and tliorouglily overhaul every descending craft. 
Business n-as at a stiind-still. The crews of the vesficls in 
port, Amai-ican and foreign, volanieered to aid in Die defense 
of the city. 

Emboldened by the genera! terror, and supported by ordera 
from the President, Wilkinson soon began to make arrests, 
Swartwoiit, Bollman, Ogden, and Adair, were seized, and in- 
continently shipped, per schooner, to Bultimore. A hundred 
men gallantly surrounded the hotel where General Adair lived, 
and, seising him as he sat at table eating his dinner, bore him 
off in triumph to head-quarters. There were secret sessions 
if the legislature; there were proclamations from Governor 
Olaiborne, and from the governors of the adjacent territoriea. 
The Spaniards were in alarm. As the news sped on its way 
to Mexico, guards were doubled, forts were repaired, and gar- 
risons were increased. The western States, ^itated all the 
summer by rumors, soon caught the infeotiou of ihia new 
frenzy, and increased its virulence. 

A month passed. The new year was at hand. Xo signs of 
Uin flotilla yet. Wilkinson began to be uneasy. He waa 
growing ridiculous, and ho felt it. Burr's adherents, who 
eoroprised the Slite of the young American re.iidents, parlion- 
larly the members of the bar, recovered from the siimning 
effect of Wilkinson's vociferation, and ventured to oppose his 
violent and arbitrary proceedings. Half the month of Jana- 
■ry passed, and still no flotilla. The alarm subsiding, we find 
the grand jury presenting Wilkinsiyi's meamtrea as illegal and 
nnconstilutional, The press denounced bim too. Comforted, 
however, by a very long, complimentary, and confidential let- 
ter fi'om Jefferson, lie held his course, and ruled the territory 
with a high and mighty hand — to the wrathful disgust of 
majority of the American residents. 

By this lime the e.^ttern States had canght the alarm, 
Jefferson had received full particulars of Swartwout's mission, 
Bollman and Swartwout had reached the seat of govci-nrnent, 
bad been examined, and discharged for want of evidence — ■■ 



well tbey naiglit be, for not one unlawful act had been wc^ 
mitted by them. Special messages from ibe President, attrib- 
uting to IJurr designs the moat treasonable, were sent to 
Congreas, where tbey provoked oscited diacuBsIon. Military 
companies of Kow York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Boston 
wrote to the President, offering tlieir services. The Senate 
•ctually passed an act suspending the w;-it of Uabeas Corpus ; 
but the Uouse, recovering its serenity in time, rejected the 
measure by one hundred and thirteen to nineteen. 

While the public eKcitcment was at fever best, Genenil 
£atoD same forward with a deposition which raised it to the 
trailing point, and turned the tide of feeling so etrongly 
Against Burr that it was never reversed in his life-time, and 
haa not been reversed to this day. With General Eaton, 
Burr had conversed in the same style as that which had so 
shocked the honest Morgima ; and with the more freedom, as 
he knew that Eaton felt himself aggiieved by the govern- 
ment's delnying to compensate liim for his services and dis- 
bursements in Barbary. Very few weeks elapsed, a/ter this 
deposition bad been made, before Eaton's ac4;ount with thd 
government was settled by the payment of ten thousand dol- 
lars. In the trial, Eaton's evidence will be given at length. 
Here it Is only necessary to say that his wildly-exaggerated 
version of Burr's wild talk about a separation of the westeru 
States, and throwing Congress into the Potomac, was the tes- 
timony which, in connection with the cipher to Wilkinson, 
convinced the people of the United Stales that Aaron Burr 
was a tr^tor. 

To return to Blennerhasactt Inland. 

Graham, the government's confidential agent, in the per- 
formance of the duty intrusted to him, reached Marietta, 
vhere tlie batteaux were building, about the middle of No- 
vember, and immediately obtained an interview with Blen- 
nerhasselt. Pas^ng himself off as one of Burr's confederates, 
be soon got from that unsuspecting gentleman the informa* 
lion he desired. He found Blennerhassctt ail enthusiasm, and 
uoonscious that the enterprise in which he was engaged 
oould be seriously objected to by any one. It was the aettls' 



ttent on the Wasbtta that seemed to engage his Bttection 
most; the expedition to Uoxicc being a secondary and con 
ditional object. Graham, supposing him to be a dehidod man, 
tha tool of nrtfnl conspirators, presented himseir, at Jenglb, in 
bis trno character ; did his ntmost to persuade Blcnnerhassett 
to abandon the enterprise, !.iid inrormed him that any attempt 
lo descend the Ohio with an armed tbrtio would be prevented 
by the antborities. Biennerhaasett'a ardor was cooled for a 
day or two by this interview with Graham, but the opportune 
arrival at the island of a " corps of worthies," yonng adven- 
tnrers from the city of New York, revived his hopes. Hii 
wife, too, who was more eager for the scheme than he had 
erer been, ndding her eloquence, all his old enlhu«aam wai 
Boon rekindled, and he longed for the day of their departure; 

Graham, meanwhile, completed his inquiries at MariL>lta, 
»nd went to Chillioothe, then the capital of the Stale of Ohio; 
md, laying his inftirmation before the goTei'nor, asked the aid 
of the State in suppressing the enterprise. The legislature 
was in session. The governor sent them a secret message, to 
which they promptly responded by passing an act empower- 
ing him to use the resources of the State for the purpose de- 
rired. He proceeded lo act with energy. The militia of the 
distiict, under command of a major-general, were called onf, 
Md marched lo Marietta, where they captured the fifteen ha* 
teaux. To intercept parties from above, they were stationed 
along the banks of the river, where they occupied therosclvea 
WTth drinking whisky and playing npon one another practiod 
jokes. They were as rude, undisciplined a horde of young 
bxckwoodsmen aa have ever been assembled for mischief or 
fcr pleasure. The company in charge of the captured boaU 
were so careless that an attempt of a party of Burr's men to 
Ktake them came within an ace of succeeding. One of the 
fcoata was got safely away, hut before the others oould he set 
afloat, the militiamen were roused, and the party had to fly. 

Ilie islanders, astounded and dismayed by these events, 
knew not what course to take. Blennerhassett Ishnd, like aQ 
tiie islands of the Ohio river, being part of the State of ViP- 
jlfuio, Uiey felt thenwelres safe from the authoriUes of OfalO. 
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But early in December, the President's proclamation readied 
the neighborhood. Under its authority, the colonel of a mi- 
litia regiment in Wood county, Virginia, called out his men, 
with the intention of marching to the island, arresting the 
•vfaole band of confederates, and seizing their arms and stores. 
News of this movement was brought to Blennerhassett the 
day before the one named for its execution. As soon as night 
fell, four boat!) were hurriedly loaded, and the whole party of 
uonfederates, thirty or forty in number, embarked and made 
the best of their way down the river, leaving Mrs. Blenner- 
hassett and her two little boys, with some servants, to abide 
the storm of the morrow. It was arranged that she should 
procure their "family boat" from Marietta, and follow the fly 
ing band in a few days. 

The next morning, the expected irruption of wild militia 
took place. The colonel, finding the island deserted, left a 
smalt party in charge, and mardied across one of the giant 
"bends" of the Ohio to intercept the fugitives at the mouth 
of the Great Kanawha. Ascertaining that the boats had not 
yet passed that point, he stationed a company on the bank of 
the river with the strictest injunctions to watch all night. It 
was a cold evening in December, however ; the whisky-fiask 
circulated ; a drunken debauch ensued ; the flotilla glided si- 
lently by, and, before daylight, was beyond pursuit. A day 
or two after, a party of fourteen young men on their way 
down the river to join the expedition, were arrested near the 
island, and conducted to it for safe keeping. A ridiculous ex- 
unination took place, in one of Blennerhasset's gj-and apart- 
ments, before three county justices, to whom the young city 
gallants paid small respect. Nothing whatever appearing 
against them, they were discharged. 

It was during this examination that the spirit of license 
and riot brokt out among the militiamen. The lady of the 
mansion had gone herself to Marietta to demand her boat of 
the authorities, and the colonel of the militia, who was a 
gentleman and a soldier, was also absent. First of all, the 
men broke into the wine-cellar, and there drank themselve* 
iiito Vandals. Then, they ranged '.he house, destroying or dis 
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Bgariog wherever ihey went ; firing rifle-balls through painted 
Boilings, tearing down costly drai^ry, and dashing to piece* 
minors and vases. Then they ruahed, like ho many savages, 
about the grounds, destroying the ehrubbery, and breaking 
down trellises and arbors. The ornameatal fences were loru 
■way, piecenienl, to make fires for the eentinels at night. In 
the midst of ibis riot and deslruction Mrs. Blennerhassett re- 
lamed; but the embarrassments of her situatioD, and hei 
anxiety fur the success of the expeilition were snch, that she 
aiirveyed the ruin of lier abode with indifference. 

She had been refused ihe boat. In this dilemma, the party 
of young men who had just been released, and who were pre- 
paring to continue iheir journey, oSered her an apartment in 
theirs. In a few liours she was ready, and, December 17th, 
left her island in the hands of the lawless crew who had Ifud 
it desolate. 

Burr was still at Nashville. Gi-aham learning that boats 
for the expedition were building on the Cumberland, bast- 
eoed, after rousing Ohio and Kentucky, to put the powers of 
Tennessee on the alert. An express with the President's proo- 
lamalion reaehed the Governor of Tennessee on the 10th, and 
preparations were made immediately to seize the boats and 
UTCflt the men. But timely information reached the chief. 
Od the 22d, with two boats and a few men, armed only ao- 
oording to the custom of the country, he dropped down the 
Cnmberland. The next day Graham himself arrived at Nasi)- 
ville, to tind llie " conspirators" beyond liis reach. 

At the mouth of the Cumberland, the parties met; in all, 
thii'teen boats and about sixty men. Colonel Burr here briefly 
addressed the band of adventurers, drawn up on the bank of 
Uie Ohio. He said he had intended here to make an exposi- 
lion of his designs an J plan of operations, but the events which 
had occurred obliged him to defer doing bo to a tbture oppor- 
tanily. He should go forward, and had still confidence in th« 
■noccss of their enterpiise. 

Ignorant of Wilkinson's treachery, away went Burr with 
tis flotilla down the Ohio, down the Mississippi, stopping 
boldly at the forts on the banks, asking and receiving favora, 



aud oticasionallf picking up a recruit or two. He wore a Sisit 
ing fa«, and reassured every one by tbe cheerful serenity of 
his beavinj;. It was not unlit he readied Bayou Pierre, about 
thirty miles above Natchez, that he heard of the course which 
had been poraned by Wilkinson, and of the prodigious exdt» 
ment which his meaaures had created in the lower country. 
There, too, be read the proclamation of the Governor of Mie- 
fiiiisippi, charjpng hira and his followers with being conspira- 
tors against their country, and calling on tbe officers of the 
government to renew their oath of fidelity to the United 
States, and give their best efforts toward crushing this nefari- 
ous plot. 

Whatever his feelings may have been at the discovery. Col- 
onel Burr never for one moment lost his self-possession; but 
proceeded, on the very instant, to grapple with this new com- 
plication of difficulties. Ho wrote a public letter denying the 
truth of the governor's allegations, and asserting that he had 
no objects but such as were lawful and honorable. " It," snid 
he, " the alarm which has been excited should not be appeased 
by this declaration, I invite my fel low-citizens to visit me at 
this place, and to receive from me:, in person, such furtlier ex- 
planations as may he necessary to their satisfaction, presuming 
that when mj views are understood, they will receive the 
countenance of all good men." This letter, he requested, 
might be read to the militia, who were assembled for his ar- 
rest. 

But the excitement had risen to a height which could not 
be allayed by fine words. The news of Burr's ariival at Ba- 
you Pierre reached Natchez on the 14th of January, when the 
whole militia force of the neighborhood, who had been for 
weeks expecting the summons, seized their arms, and hurried 
to the rendezvous. In a few hours, two hundred and seventy 
five men were ready to embark. All one cold and dismal nighl 
they worked their way up the river to a point near where the 
dread flotilla was raoored. There disembarking, thpy were 
Joined by a troop of cavalry, and were soon in readiness to 
march against Ibe/oe. Il was thought best, however, first to 
ascertain if Colonel Burr was disposed to resist this fornudaUo 
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array, or would anrrender peacefully to the Inwful antnoritieR. 
For thU purpose, George Poindexter, the Attorn oy-Gen era! of 
the Tenitory, and Major Shields of the militia, viaited tha fiiv 
lilla, and )iad an intei'vicw with its commander. 

A letter from the acting governor was handed to Enrr, who 
read it, and spoke with iiome contempt of the public alarm to 
which it alluded. " As to any projects," said be, " which may 
have been formed between Gteneral Wilkinson and myself, 
heretofore, they are now completely frustrated by the perfidi- 
ous conduct of Wilkiniwn ; and the world must pronounce him 
a perfidious villain. If I am sacrificed, my pOrt-foUo will prove 
him to bo such." lie declared that, so far was be from hav- 
ing any design hostile to the Utiited States, he had intended 
to meet the governor at the general muster at Bayou f^ierre. 
Upon the Attorney-General's urging bim to surrender, he de- 
manded an interview with the governor. After Eome further 
colloquy, the parties sepsinted. Burr agreeing to meet Gover- 
nor Mead on the following day at a designated house near by. 

The governor came at the time appointed, and, after meet^ 
Hlg Burr, demanded his unuonditional surrender, and that of 
his whole party, to the civil authorities, and gave him tiAeen 
minutes to decide. Resistance being out of the question, Burr 
only requested that if Wilkinson should attempt to get posseL 
don of his person by a military force, it might be resisted. He 
Uien surrendered, and was conducted to the Dcigliboring towu 
of Wa^ington, whore two citiasena became sureties for his 
appearance at court on the following day, in the sura of ten 
thousand dollars. Hia men remained in the vicinity of the 
flotilla. 

A oonrt of justice was to Aaron Burr what his native heath 
WAS to MacGregor. On that Held he was invincible. It was 
only atler warm discussions that it was concluded that he 
eonld be lawfully tried in the Territory. The next step was to 
get him indicted for some oifense. A grand jury was impan 
neled, and witnesses were sent in to them. Imagine the feel 
tngs of the Attorney-General when he read the result of aU 
ktfl toils in the following presentments : 

" The grand jury of the MisMssippi Territory, on a dm in 
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restigatioii of the evidence brought before them, are of opin- 
ion that Aaron Burr has not been guilty of any ciime or 
misdemeanor against the Saws of the United States, or of ih'M 
Territory; or given any just cause of alarm or inquietude to 
the good people of the same, f 

" The grand jurors presenl( as a grievance, the late military 
expedition, unnecessarily, ns they conceive, fitted out against 
tlie person and property of the said Aaron Burr, when no re- 
sistance had been made to the civil authorities. 

" The grand juroi-s also present, as a grievance, destructive 
of personal liberty, the late military airests, made without 
warrant, and, as they conceive, without other lawful author- 
ity ; and they do sincerely regret that so much cause lias been 
g^ven to the enemies of our glorious Constitution, to rejoice 
at sucb measures being adopted, in a neighboring Territory, 
as, if sanctioned by the Executive of our country, must sap 
the vitnls of our political existence, and crumble this glorious 
fabric in the dust." 

It was of no avail for the Attorney-General to declare that 
auch pi'escntments were a disgrace and an outrage, nor for the 
judge to pronounce them impertinent and useless. The peo- 
ple were with the prisoner. Nothing approaching or resem- 
bling a breach of the law had been committed by him ; and, 
in short, the grand jury had made up its mind, and would not 
recede from its position. 

His companions were at pei-fect liberty. A Natchez news- 
paper of the time, commenting on this attempt to indict, says 
that " Burr and his men were caressed by a number of the 
wealthy inei'chanta and planters of Adams county ; several 
balls wei-e given to them as marks of respect and confidence." 
Also, " that the proceedings against the accused were more 
like a mock trial than a crimimd prosecution, and that, during 
the trial, Judge Bruin appeared more like his advocate than 
bis impartial judge," All of which is extremely probable. 

Having, as he thought, fully complied with his recognisances, 
Colonel Burrdemanded a legal release from the court. Thhi 
was refused. Learning that further and more arbitrary pro- 
ceedings were intended against him by the government ofli 
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Dials, and perceiving the utter bopelessness of attempting to 
procoed, and that his presence must embarrass, but could not 
assist this band, be resolved to fly. Disguising himself in the 
dress of a boatman, he crossed to the eastern side of the Missis- 
sippi and disappeared in the wilderness. 

At the meeting of the court on the following morning, he, 
f course, did not present himself, and tiiore was a great show 
of surprise. The governor, who, il is said, had connived at 
bis escape, promptly offered two thousand dollars for his arrest. 
Two or three days passed without any tidings of the fugitive, 
though the surrounding country was scoured by parties in 
search. At length, a colored boy was seen, opposite where 
the flotilla lay, riding one of Burr's horses, and wearing an 
overcoat that had been his. He was seized forthwith, and 
thoroughly searched. Sewed in the cape of the coat was 
found a note addressed to " C. T, and D, F." (Comfort Tyler 
and Davis Floyd, leading men in the expedition), which read 
as follows : " If you are yet together, keep so, and I will join 
you to-morrow night. In the mean while, put all your arms 
in perfect order. Ask no questions of the hearer, but tell him 
tU you may think I wish to know. He does not know that 
this is from me, nor where I am." 

In consequence of this discovery. Burr's men were arrested, 
placed under guard, and kept as prisoners until the alarm was 
over. But no further trace of the chief was seen iu the neigh- 
borhood. He had lefl the vicinity, and was making his way 
through a dismal wilderness, toward the port of Fensacola, 
whore lay a British man-of-war, in which he hoped to find a 
temporary refuge. 

Blennerh asset t, after bis discharge from custody, returned 
homeward, and bad reached Kentucky, when he was agun 
Arrested and committed to prison, on a charge of treason. 
Others of Burr's confederates, who had the means, returned to 
the eastern States, and forgot the dream of glory in the pui^ 
loita of civil life. A large number of the band remained in 
the Territory, supplying it, as the Attorney-General afterward 
remarked, with a superfluity of school-masters, musio-masters, 
*nd danoing-masters, for many years. The narrative of thesa 
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dvents, published in all the newspapers of the land, drew pab* 
lie attention to the south-western Territories of the Union, and 
attracted (says Dr. Monette, the historian of the Valley of 
the Mississippi) thousands of emigrants thither from the A^ 
lantic and western States. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



THE AEEEST. 






Om a cold evening iu February, two young lawyers were 
playing backgammon in a cabin of the village of Wakefield, 
Washington county, Alabama. The hour of ten had arrived, 
jud they vera stiil absorbed in the game, when the diatant 
tramp of horaea arrested their altention. Two travelers rode 
ap to the door, one of whom, without dismounting, inquired 
for the tavern. It was pointed out to him. He then asked 
the road to Colonel Hinson'a, a noted resident of the vicinity. 
One of the lawyers, Perkins by name, replied that the house 
was seven miles distant, the road exceedingly difficult to find, 
and there was n dangerous oreek to be crossed. 

While he was explaining the road, the light of their pine- 
wood fire flashed occasionally upon the countenance of the 
traveler, who bad asked ibe questions. Perkins gaeed upon 
the &oe as though it fascinated him. The eyes of the stranger 
sparkled like diamonds, as he sat, composed and erect, upon a 
superb horse, better caparisoned than was nsual in the wilder- 
ness. His dress was the rudo homespun of the oonntry, but 
the qnick eye of Perkins observed that iiis boots were fai' too 
^d^sntly shaped, and of matoriaU much too fine, to accord 
with the coarse, ill-cut, pantaloons from which they protruded. 

The travelers rode on. Perkins's suspicions were aroused. 
The striking features of the man with whom he had conversed, 
Ibe inrongruity of his dress, hia superior air, the lateness of 
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the hour for strangers to be abroad in a region so wild and 
unknown, all confirmed the impression which had been left on 
Lis mind. Rushing into the cabin, he exclaimed, 

" That is Aaron Burr I I have read a dcBcriplion of him in 
the proclamation. I can not be mistaken. Let ns follow him 
to Hiiison's, and take measures for his arrest." 

Hia companion, not bo easily moved, ridiculed the project 
of pursuing a traveler at so late an hour, merely on a conjec- 
ture ; and, in short, refused to go. But Perkins, not deterred 
from his purpose, hastened to a neighboring cabin, roused the 
sheriff of the county, and told him his story. In a few min 
utes the two men were equipped and mounted, and rode off at 
a rapid pace througli the pine woods. 

The raysterioua travelers, meanwhile, made their way to 
Colonel Hinson's residence. Hinson was absent from home, 
Hia wife, roused by ibeir halloo, rose, peeped through a smali 
window, and, seeing by their hoNters and accoutrements that 
they were slrangei-s, made no reply to them, but quietly closed 
the window, and relumed to bed. The strangers alighted 
and entered the kitchen, where a cheerful fiie was alill burning. 

Shortly after Perkins and the sheriff came in sight of the 
bouse. The former remained behind in llie woods, while the 
sheriff went forward to reconnoiter, agreeing to return to 
Perkins aa soon as he should have discovered any thing ol 
importance. According to custom, the sheriff hailed the 
house, when the lady, reassured by hearing a well-known 
voice, descended to entertain her midnight guests. 

The sheriff entered the kitchen, the strangers eyeing bim 
keenly. Supper was soon ready, and the party sat down to 
:t, Perkins, meanwhile, shivering in the woods, and wondering 
that his confederate dtd not return. As the meal progi'essed, 
the traveler with the sparkling eyes led the conversation in 
«» sprightly a manner, was so polite and grateful to the ladj, 
and made himself so agreeable generally, that the heart of 
,tbo sheriff relented. He came to arrest, and remained to ad- 
mire. The lady, too, was charmed with her guest's amiable 
manners. The repast ended, the captivating stranger returned 
to the kitchen fire, leaving his oompanioa at the table. Kow 
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A the sheriff's opportunity. Whispering hla suspicious to 
the Inily of tlio house, be induced her to muke the important 
in^niiy. 

" Havo I not," aaid slie to the traveler who «tlll sat at the 
tahle, *' the honor of enterlaiolng Colonel Burr, the gentle- 
man who hasj'ist walked out?" 

The individual addressed (a country guide) not being aa 
adept in diplomacy, showed palpable signs of erabarraaaraeDt 
at the qnestion. He made no reply whatever, but immcdi- 
klely rejoined his companion in the kitohen. The subject nas 
not resumed. After some further, and very agreeable courte- 
ous conversation, the strangera went to bed, and the sheri^ 
unwilling to encountPr the irapetaoalty of Perkins, and re- 
solved to tnke no part in arresting so amiable a gentleman, 
Btretohed himself before the fire, and slept. In the morning 
the traveler breakfasted, inquired the road to Peuaacola, 
thanked the lady, again and again, for her hospitable atten- 
tions, and rode off, the sheriff actually accompanying them 
U their guide for a short distance before returning home. 

Perkins remained at liiu post in the woods until his patience 
was exhausted. Suspecting, at last, that his confederate had 
&llen a prey to the blandishments of a man renowned for bis 
seductive manners, this indomitable non of the wilderness was 
only the more resolved upon effecting the arrest. Riding, 
irith furious haste, to Mannahubba BluftJ he borrowed a canoo 
tad s negro from a friend, paddled down the Alabama, and 
arrived, as the day was breaking, at Fort Stoddart. Rushing 
into the fort, he informed the commandant, Captain Gaines 
(afterward the well-known Major-Qeneral Gaines) of his sua- 
pioions. Gaines entered into Perkiua's project with such spirit, 
that by Sunrise, with a file of dragoons, he and Perkins roda 
out of the fort toward the Pensacola road. 

About nine in the morning, they met the two travelers da 
wending a hill, not more than two miles from Hinson's house, 
when Captain Gaines rode forward aud addressed the suspected 
paraonage. 

"I presume, sir," said he, "that Ihave the honor of address 
mg Colonel Burr." 
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" I am ft traveler in the coantr;," replied tbe stnoger, " 
do not recognize your right, to ask suob aquestioD." 

Whereupon, Gaines said, "I arrest jon at the instance of 
the Tedcrsl Government." 

"By what authority do yoo arrest a traveler upon the 
highway, on his own private business?" Eisked the stranger. 

*' I am an officer of tbe array," answered the captain. " I 
hold in my hands the proclamationa of the President and the 
Governor, directing your arrest." 

" Tou are a young man," rejoined the traveler, " and may 
not be aware of the responsibilities which result from arresting 
travelers," 

" I am aware of the responsibilities," said Gaines, " but I 
know my duty," 

Tiie traveler now broke into an animated and eloquent de- 
Dunciatioa of those proclamations, protesting his innocence, 
aaserting that tbe charges against him originated in tbe msi- 
levolence of bis enemies, and pointing out to Gaines the llabil- 
iticB he would incur if he should arrest him. 

But Gunes, assuming a severe aspect, replied, " My mind is 
made up. You must aooompany me to Fort Stoddart, where 
you shall be treated with all the respect due to odo who has 
been Vine-President of the United States, eo long as you 
make no attempt to escape from me." 

The traveler looked at him for a few moments, apparently 
surprised at this unwonted firmness; then, with an iaclioation 
of tbe head, indicated his willingness to accompany tbe young 
officer. He bade good-by to his guide, who returned to 
Wakefield, wheeled hia horse round, aud rode by the captain*a 
side towards the fort, conversing on the way, with his usual 
nonchalance, on ordinary topics. Arriving at the fort early 
in the evening. Colonel Burr — for Colonel Burr it was — was 
shown to a room, where he dined alone, and sat reading to a 
late hour, while the tread of the sentinel was heard without. 

In the night, it la related, be beard a groan in the room ad- 
joining. He left bia book, and, entering the apartment, saw 
the sick brother of Captain Gainea lying in bed. He spoke 
tenderly to the sufierer, inquired bis complaint, felt of hit 
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pulse, toH Iiira he liad traveled ranch, and knew sometliing 
of medicine, and offered his Bci'vices. The sick man revived 
under liis gentle touch and encouraging tones, and entered 
into conversation with \ih distingai.ihed niii-Hc. Burr madu 
many inquiries of tlie patient, who was a Clioctaw trader, re- 
specting the Indian!!, their ways, and commerce. The conver- 
sation was singularly cheerful and pleasant, arid completely 
won the good will of the sick merchant. 

The next day Colonel Burr was presented to the wife of 
the commandant, dined with the family, played several games 
of chess with the lady, and bore himself, in all respects, as he 
would have done in a drawinti-room of Philadelphia or New 
York. Every night he iiat by the bedside of Mr. Gaines, ad- 
ministering his medicines, and clieci'ing bim by his animated, 
intelligent conversation. The patient became warmly at- 
taclied to him, and mourned deeply over his many misfor- 
tunes ; bat, with all their intimacy and fondness, not the 
slightest allusion to Burr's situation ever passed the lips of 
either. Day by day, the prisoner mingled gayly in the nar- 
row circle of the fort, played his games of chess, won every 
«ne'9 heart, and appeared to give himself no concern respect- 
ing the future. 

Two weeks passed. Captain Gaines had resolved to send 
his prisoner direct to the seat of government, a ihousand 
miles di^itant, four or five hundred miles of which lay through 
a nearly unbroken wilderness. He had been busy during 
those two weeks in pieparing an expedition for the safe con- 
duct of the jirisoner, and on the Sth of March hi? arrangi^ 
ments were compiete., and the joarnoy was begun. The tears 
of the ladies residing at the fort fell fast as Coloni! Buit, es- 
corted by a file of soldiers, went down to the shore and em- 
barked on board the boat provided for the ascent of the 
Alabama. Ho had no enemies there. The men could have 
no ill-will to one whose offense had been a desire to terminate 
the hateful rule of the Spaniards; and women were always 
and everywhere his friends. As the boat, with its crew of 
soldiers, g^ded past the few houses on the river's bank, all the 
ladies, it is said, waved their handkerchiefs, except those who 



wero obliged to put those weapons to a tenderer ase. On« of 
the ladies of tlic Alabama named lier infiint Anion Dnrr ; 
and he was not the only young gentleman in the Soulh-wrtt 
who bore tliiongh life a similar record of the events amid 
which lie was bom. 

Above L.-ike Tenaau, the party disembarked, and the pris- 
oner was fonnally given into the custody of tho guard who 
were to conduct him through the wilderness to the Atlantic 
States. This guard consisted of nine men, commanded by 
the redoubtable Perkins, who had selected and equipped the 
party. Before taking the final plunge into tiic forest, Perkina, 
fearful of Burr's fascinating powers, and mindful of their re- 
cent effect upon his friend the fiheri^ took his band aade, 
warned them of the danger, required from each a solemn 
promise to steel his soul against the prisoner's winning arts, 
and indeed to avoid all converEatlon with him, except such &a 
should be strictly necessary. All having given their word of 
honor to the cflect required, the order was given to preparw 
for an immediate start. 

The prisoner still wore tho dress in whieh he had fled from 
th« Mississippi. It consisted, we are told,* of coarse, home- 
spun pantaloons of the color of copperas, ajacket of common 
drab cloth, and an old hat, with a broad, flapping brim. It 
wfts said, as he bestrode the superb horse which he had 
ridden at the time of hia capture, his hat hanging over hiv 
(aoo, but not concealing; his brilliant eyes, that his appearance 
and bearing were as distinguished as when, seated in the chur 
of oflicc, he had presided over the Senate of the United 
States. When the guard had mounted, and the word was 
given to march, he said good-by to the few by-standers in a 
cheerful voice, and took the place as.signed him In the file. 

The party struck into the woods by the Indbn trail, and 
marched, from necessity, in the Indian manner — the gigantic 
Perkins at the head of the line, the prisoner in tho middle. 

* UoBt of (bo fai^ta and mdcteats relating to Burr's arrest, were derired 
from llio oicellent liistory of Alftbflma, by Mr. A. 1. Picltett, who ooUocted 
thnoi trora eje-witnesses, or G^m persona to whom tbaj bitd been rdaled bf 
«]re-witiics9e& 
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At night, the only tent carried by tbe party was piti.Iicd and 
assigned to Burr, who slept guarded by armed men and lulled 
by iho bowling of innumerable wolves. He slept soundly. 
Rising nilh the dawn, the first to be in readiness for the day's 
march, he took his place with alacrity in the line. The men 
werp very attentive to his wants, and treated him with the 
respect due rather from an escort than a guard. He, on hit 
pari, was most eoui'teous to them, and a kind of silent fi'iend 
^ip grew up between them. 

It was a perilous and fatiguing march. For several days in 
sncceasion, the ehilling spring i-ains fell in torrents upon the 
unprotected horsemen, swelling the rivulets to nvers, and the 
ereeks to rushing floods. Sometimes, the whole party were 
ewimming their horses over a rapid stream. Often, they 
toiled wearily through mire, more dangerous than the flood 
itself. Hundreds of Indians thronged their pathway. But, 
amid angry elements, wild beasts, vast swamps, boundless for- 
ests, and treaolierous savages, the dauntlesa Perkins held hit 
course, marching swiftly at the head of his company, and iirg 
ingthem along at the ratu of forty miles a day. In thcjourne} 
through Alab.ima, Ba)'8 the historian of that State, the party 
always slept in the iroods, near ewaraps of reeds, upon which 
the hoi-scs, " belled and hobbled," fed during the night. " Af- 
ter break^t, it was their custom again to mount their horses 
and march on, with a silence which was sometimes broken by 
a remai'k about the weather, the creeks, or the Indians. Burr 
eat firmly in the saddle, n'as always on the alert, and was a 
most excellent rider. Although drenched for hours with cold 
and clammy rain, and at night extended upon a thin pallet, oo 
the bore ground, after having accomplished a ride of forty 
tnilea, yet, in the whole distance to Richmond, this remarka- 
ble man was never heard to complain that he was sick, or oven 
&tigued." 

It was ten days before they reached again the abodes of tbe 
white man. Occasionally, as thpy approached the scttleracnta, 
they would find an Indian in possession of a crossing place on 
a ri\er, with canoes for the conveyance of iravelere. Then, 
Ihey would place theii' stores in the canoes, and paddle ov«r, 
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leading their Bwimming horsea. The first roof tliat sheltered 
;he party was that of a Hmall lavem, near Fort Wilkinson, on 
the river Ouonec, about eighty milea IVom the boundary line 
between Georgia and South Carolina. The arnval of so ex- 
traordinary a party at this remote place of enterlainmont 
seems to have astonished the landlord. While breakfast was 
getting ready, and the guard and their prisoner were sitting 
quietly around the fire, ho began to ask them a series of ex- 
tremely disagreeable questions. Learning that tiiey came 
from tlie Tombigbeo settlement, he hit at once upon the pre- 
vailing topic, and asked Uie news respecting Aaron Buit, the 
traitor! Had he yet been arrested? Was he not a very bad 
mail? Was not every body afraid of him? To these and 
other questions of the kind, Perkins and his men could make 
no reply, but hung down their heads in extreme embarrass 
ment, lull of sympathy for their captive. Burr, who was sit- 
ting in a comer near the fire, raised his head, and, fixing his 
blazing eyes upon the unsuspecting landlord, said, 
"I am Aaron Burr — what is it you want with me P" 
The poor landlord, amazed at the information, and strnck 
with the majestic manner of the man, stood aghast, and, with 
out a syllable of reply, glided about the house, offering the 
party the most obsequious attentions. 

Two da38 more brought thcin to the confines of South Car- 
olina, where Burr from of old had been a popular favoiite, 
and where, on his visits to Theodosia, he had ever been 
warmly welcomed, and made many personal friends. Per- 
kins knew the difficulty he should have in conveying, with suoh 
B force as his, a prisoner like Burr through that State, and ha 
exhorted his men to renewed vigilance. By keeping well to 
the north, he avoided the larger settlements until he reached 
the district of Chester, which was only one day's mariib from 
North Carolina. As he approached the principal village of 
this distviot, he halted the parly, and changed the order of 
their march, placing two men in front of the prisoner, two 
more behind, and one at each side of him. In this manner 
they proceeded, without incident, until they passed near a 
tsveru, before which a considerable number of persons were 
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itani1>ng, wKiIe music ami dancing were htard from within. 
Here, Burr threw himself from his hoi'se, and exclaimed in » 
loud voice. 

" 1 am Aaron Bmr, under military arrest, and claim the pnv 
tection of the civil autboritiea." 

Pci'kina snatched hia pistols from his holster, sprang to the 
groimd, and in an instant was at the Bide of his prisoner. 
With a pistol in each hand, he sternly ordered him to r* 
mount. 

" I win not t" shouted Burr in his most defiant manner. 

Perkins, unwilling to shed blood, but resolute to execute 
the commission intrusted to him, Ihiew his pistols upon the 
ground, caught the prisoner round the waist with the rpsiat* 
less grasp of a frontiersman, and threw him into the saddle. 
One of the guard seizing the bridle of Burr's hoi'se, led him 
rapidly away, and the whole party swejjt through the viltawo 
in a moss, and disappeared, before the group of spectators h»d 
recovered fl-om their astonishment at the scene. 

A mile or two beyond the village, Perkins halted the party 
to cons'ilt with his comrades. Burr was wild with excitement. 
The indiQercDce of the people, the personal indignity ho had 
iuSered, tlic thought of his innocence of any violation of the 
law, the triumph his enemies were about to have over him, 
•11 rushed upon his mind, and, for a minute, unmanned him. 
Perkins used to say that, when the party baited, he found hia 
prisoner in a flood of tears, and that the man who led hia 
horse, touched by the spectacle of fallen greatness, was also 
crying. It may have been so. Never had moital man to en- 
dare more of what is called moriijication than Aaron Burr at 
that moment ; and if, ibr an instant, he lost that amazing selt 
command which he exhibited all ihrough hts unexampled Ta» 
fortnncs, it was pardonable, and it was but onec. 

After conversing with hia men, Perkins sent them forward 
with the prisoner, under tlie command of his lieutenant, and 
returned himself to Chester, where he bought a gig, and re- 
joined the party before night. Burr was then transferred to 
the vehicle, with one of the guard to drive, and, in that mai> 
ner. traveled the remtunder of the distance. At Frederiov 
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burg, Perkins wae met by orders from Waahington to oob 
9ey the prisoner to Richmond, wliere tho party arrived on the 
26th of March. They had accomplisiied tiic journey in the 
remarkably sbovl period of tiveniy-one daya. Arriving on the 
evening of Thursday, the prisoner was taken to tlie Eagle 
Tavern, where he remained, under guard, until Monday morn- 
ing. 

The morning afler hii arrival, ho wrote a short note to hia 
daughter, announcing the fact. "It seems," he added, "that 
here the business is to be tried and concluded, I am to be 
surrendered to the civil authority to-morrovr, when the ques- 
tion of bait is to be determined. In the mean time, I remun 
«t the Eagle Tavern." 

A letter which ho wrote to her some days atlor is worthy 
of note. It was long a puzzle in my mind, whether the fol- 
lowing passago was written in joke or earnest. It was un- 
doubtedly written in earnest. He really felljutt so respecting 
his own cliaracter and conduct : " Tou have read to very little 
purpose if you have not remarked that such things happen in 
all democratic governments. Was there in Greece or Rome 
a man of virtue and independence, and supposed to possess 
great talents, who was not the object of vindictive and unre- 
lenting persecution? Now, madame, I pray you to amuse 
yourself by collecting and collating all the instances to be 
found in ancient history, which you may connect together, if 
you please, in an essay, with reflections, comments, and appli- 
cations. • * * I promise myself great pleasure in the 
perusal, and I promise you great satisfaction and consolation 
in the composition." 

Theodosia, as may he imagined, waa overwhelmed by this 
new calamity. How fondly she had indulged in the dream that 
her father's misfortunes were at an end, and that she should 
see him the glorious and powerful head of a nation created 
by bis own genius I Or, if not that, yet the leading spirit of 
a prosperous and refined community, of which she, too, should 
be a member I For many days, she forgot her father's ooant- 
(ess exhortations to tbrtitude, and remained stupefied with 
forrow. She recovered bar serenity, ere long, and had then 
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M thonghi but to fiy to Richmond to be at his siilo during 
ttie Ecoiiea that wre before him. In a few weeks she and her 
hush.ind bejinn ibeir melancholy journey Dorthwaid. 

On Monday, Major Scolt, the maishal of the diGtiict, at- 
tended by two deputies, waited upon the prisoner, and, with 
the utmost respectfulness of manner, cnnducted him, " through 
Ui awfully silent and attentive assemblage of citiEcns,*' to an* 
Other apartment of the hotel, where he was brought before 
Chief Justice Maitihall for examination. This examination wa» 
merely preliminary to commitment, wliich was etienuously 
opposed by Burr and his counsel. 

In & brief but forcible speecli, Colonel Burr denied that 
there was the smallest ground for even an accusation against 
him. The country, he said, hud been causelessly alarmed, 
Wilkinson had alarmed the President, and the President had 
alarmed the country. He appealed to facta which were known 
to all ; to the history ofhis arrangements in the West ; to the 
promptness with which he had met every ch.irgc ; and to tho 
unanimity with which juries had acquitted him. If there had 
been any cause of alarm, It must have been known to tho 
people in that pait of the country where his oiFi'iise was said 
to have been committed. The manner of his descent of tba 
river was proof enough that his object was purely peaceable 
and agricultural. He declared that all his designs were hon- 
orable, and calculated lo be beneficial to the United States. 
His flight, as it was termed, had been mentioned as a proof 
of guilt; but it was only from the resistless arm of military 
despotism that lie had flt^d. Was it his duty to remain sur 
rounded by armed men assembled for his nnlawfiil captnre? 
He thought not. He took tho advice of his best friends, pur- 
sued the dictates of his own judgment, and abandoned a 
country where the laws had ceased to be the sovereign power, 
Tho charge slated in a handbill, that he had forfeited his re- 
eognizance, was false. He had forfeited no rccogniEance, If 
be had forfeited any recognizance, why )iad no proceedings 
tftkeu place for the breach of it ? If he was to he prosecuted 
for auch breacli, he wbhed to know why he was brought to 
tbia place} Why uot carry him to the place where the 
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bicacli happened ? More than three months had elapsed «nce 
the order (if government had issued to seize and bring him to 
lliut plnce ; yet it was pretended, that Bufficient time had not 
been allowed to adduce testimony in support of the proscca- 
tion. He ssked why the guard, who condncted him to that 
place, avoided every magistrate on the tiay, unless from a con 
vietion that they were acting without lawful authority ? Why 
had he been debarred the use of pen and ink, and paper, and 
not even permitted to write to his daughter? In the State 
of South Carolina, where he hapjiened to see three men to- 
gether, he demanded the iDterposilion of the civil authority ; 
it was from military despotism, from the tyranny of a military 
escort, that he wished to be delivered, not fiom an investiga- 
tion into his eondnct, or from the operation of the laws of his 
country. 

Alter an argument of three days' duration, the Chief Just- 
ice decided to commit the prisoner on the charge of misde- 
meanor only, leaving the charge of treason to be investigated 
by the grand jury. By this decision Colonel Bnrr was freed 
from the immediate apprehension of imprisonment. Fiv« gen- 
tlemen of Richmond gave bonds in the sum of ten iho'isand 
dollars for the appearance of the prisoner at the next circuit 
court of the United States, to bo held at Riuhmond od the 
22d of May. He was then discharged from custody. 

Innocent as ho was of the slightest, infraction of the law, he 
now saw that it was necessary to prepare for an arduous <^n- 
fliot in the court. It was not merely that the depoNtion of 
Blaton and the dispatches of Wilkinson bad turned the tide of 
public opinion so strongly against him, that an unbiased jury 
could not be found in all Virginia. The serious circumstance 
was, that the President, by his proclamations and by liis mes- 
Bages to Cot gress, bad conspiouously committed himself to the 
opinion of B irr'8 guilt. Ho had so frightened the country 
fiom its propriety, that to escape being overwhelmed with 
ridicuie, be must get his prisoner convicted of the fell designs 
which he had publicly attributed to him. Not that JeSerson 
had the least doubt of Burr's guilt. His familiar letters written 
in the spring of 1807, show that he implicitly believed tho 
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■toTy he liad told the people. "Burr's enterprise," wrote 
Jefferson, Jantiniy 1 Ith, " is the moat extraoidinary aiiioe the 
diysof Don Quixote. It ifl bo extravagant that those who 
know hU imdcrst.indiiig would not believe it if the proofs ad- 
mitted donbt. He has mcniit to place himself on the throne 
of MontL'zuma, itnd extend liis empire to the Alleghany, seiz- 
ing on New Orleans as the instrurat-nt of compulsion for onr 
western Stales." 

How nonsenwcal is this! What impossibi lilies does this 
cloaet-wise man attribute to his late companiun and rivall By 
what means imaginable could the western States be compelled 
to yield submission to a usui-per at New Oileana ? The States 
of thin Union are so constituted and ciroumstnnced, that tre&- 
aon of the kind attHbuted to Aaron Burr is a umple and man- 
ifest imposubility I There is no part of Jeffereon's long and 
glorious career in which he appears to so little advantage oa 
dating the period we are now considering. His mind was 
absurdly excited. One of his lettci-s to Senator Giles, wiitten 
K lew days nflei' Burr's first examination at Richmond, speaks 
of the trieka of the judges in hastening the trial so as in clear 
Burr ; rails at the Federalists, saying that Ihey were disap- 
pointed at Bni r's failure to rend tlio Union. -If) said he, Bnrr 
had succeeded ever so partially, the Fcdei'alists were read} 
to join him in the attempt to oveilhrow "this hated republic," 
and introduce " their favorite monarchy." At 6rGt, he adds, 
the Federalists accused the President of permitting *' treason 
to stalk through the land in open day ;" but now, they com- 
plain because he crushed it before it had lipeued to an overt 
act. " As if an express could go to Natchez, or to the mouth 
of the Cumberland, and return, in five weeks, to do which has 
never taken less than twelve." He proceeds to denounce the 
fedora] judges, of whom John Marshall was the chief, in a man- 
ner wbtub shows that philosophers are sometimes angry, and 
that sages are not always wise. He wrote also to Governor 
Rnckney of South Carolina, telling him that Alston was im- 
plicated with Burr, had traveled, solicited, endorsed for Bnrr; 
ind inquiring whether it would be advisable to take any mens- 
tirea agdnst him. In one word, the real prosecutor of Aaron 
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Burr, thronghout this business, was Thomas JeflTerson, Presi 
dent of tho United States, who was made President of the 
United States by Aaron Burr's tact and vigilance, and who 
was able therefore to wield against Aaron Burr the power and 
resources of the United States. 

It was not without truth, then, that Colonel Burr wrote in 
the early stages of the trial : *' The most indefatigable indus- 
try is used by the agents of government, and they have money 
at command without stint. If I were possessed of the same 
means, I could not only foil the prosecutors, but render them 
ridiculous and infamous. The democratic papers teem with 
abuse against me and my counsel, and even against tlic Chief 
Justice. Nothing is left undone or unsaid which can tend to 
prejudice the public mind, and produce a conviction without 
evidence. The machinations of this description which were 
used against Moreau in France were treated in this country 
with indignation. They are practiced against me in a still 
more impudent degree, not only with impunity, but with ap- 
plause ; and the authors and abettors suppose, with reason, 
that they are acquiring favor with the administration." 
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Tb£ court convent'tl on the appointed day, May 32(1, IBOT. 
Riclimond, itself a city of six tliousand inliabitants, and the 
eocial metropolis of Virginia, was thronged with stiangera — 
ail eager to witness the opening scenes of a trial more remark* 
able than any which bad yet taken place in the infant repub- 
lic. Besiitet the magnates of Virginia, Oenoral Jackson wan 
Ibere, full of wrath against the administration for its perse- 
cution of his innocent friend, the prisoner. The story that 
Colonel Burr, in his later yeais, used oHen to tell of General 
Jackson's mounting the steps of a corner grocei-y at Rich- 
mond, and declaiming furiously against Jcfibi'Xon for the part 
he bad taken in crushing the expedition and its author, is 
confirmed by the testimony of the moat distinguished of tha 
living public men of the United States, " As I was crossing 
the oourt-bouse green," said this gentleman to the writer, "I 
Lesrd a great noise of haranguing at some distance off. Inquir- 
ing what it ita-s I was told it was a great blackguard fiom Tcd- 
nossee, one Andrew Jackson, making a speech for Burr, and 
damning Jefferson as a persecutor." Besides Jackson, there 
were s number of Burr's friends from New York, and a host 
of persons from the West who bod been his confederates, and 
who were now sammoned as wituesBei against hinu Indud- 
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I, and lawyers, there were not less than 
n Riclimood who Iiail some ofBcial c 



Ing witiie§ses, jurym 
two liunilred person 
nectlon with tlie ttijl. 

The struggles for admission to the hall were tenible. So 
great was the number of distinguished persons claiming seats 
witliiii llio bar, ibat lawyers of twenty years" stinding were 
excluded from their accustomed places, and thought them- 
eelves fortunate to get wiiliin the walls. John Randolph, Sen- 
ator Giles, and many other public men, were present. Among 
the young gentlemen of the town who had succeeded in foro- 
ing their way into the room was Winfield Scott, then just ad- 
mitted to the bar. Ho stood on the massive lock of the great 
door, above the crowd, in full view of the prisoner, who ob* 
served and long remembered the lowering form of the most 
msgnifioent youth in Virginia. 

Two judges sat upon the bench, John Marshall, Chief Just- 
ice of the Supreme Couit of the United States, and Cyras 
Griffin, Judge of the District of Virginia. The Chief Justice, 
iu his tifty-second year (one year older tbnn the prisoner), was 
a tall, slender man, with a majestic head, without one gray 
hair, with eyes the finest ever seen, except Burr's, laige, black, 
and brilliant beyond description. It was often remai-ked dur- 
ing the trial, that two sueh pairs of eyes had never looked into 
one another before. The soul of dignity and honor, prudent, 
courageous, .nlive to censure, but immovably resolute to do 
right, John Marahall was the Washington of the bench. Not 
a brilliant man, not a great man, but an honest man, and a 
just judge. Jefferson, with his strange convictions of Burr's 
guilt, could not, and never could, comprehend the decisions 
of the Chief JusCicQ upon this trial. He so far forgot himself 
as to insinuate that party feelings influenced those decisions 
of the Chief Justice; as though John Marshall, the Federalist, 
could be biased in favor of the man who had deprived his 
party of its chief, and himself of an honored and valued 
friend! Gentlemen of the profession who witnessed the trial, 
who saw the effective dignity with which the judge presided 
over the court, who heard him read those opinions, so elabo- 
nte and right, though necessarily jirepared on the spur of 
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tbe moment, regarded it as the finest display of judiolnl Bkill 
■nd judicial rectitude which they had ever beheld. 

The coQnsel employed in the case comprised the ablest men 
of the bar of Virginia, with one powerful recruit from Mary- 
land. First in technicid rank, but neither tiret nor second in 
ability, was George Hay, the proseciUing attoiney. He wnfl 
Colonel Monroe's son-in-law ; a waim Jeffersouian ; much ad> 
dieted to the production of those long-winded political disqui- 
eitioDS of which ilio readeie of that age were so fond j a njOBt 
respectable and zculoua man, but, on this ocoasion, " over- 
weiglited." He did \i\» best with an impossible cause, against 
five of the ablest lawyeis of the day; bitt, with the aid of 
almost daily letters from Jeflerson, teeming with suggestions 
for the conduct of the case, l)e showed inoonipetence at every 
stage of the proceedings. Ho was assisted by William Wirt, 
iLen only tbirly-flve years of age, just rising into eminence, 
but greatly and justly admired at the Richmond bar for his 
splendid deulaniatioo. Among the lawyers assembled that 
day within tlio bar, there was not one whose rising to speaic 
so instantaneously linshcd the spectators to silence as his. A 
handsome, fortunate, happy, brilliant, high-minded man was 
William Wirt, the toil of whose life-time it was to achieve 
those solid attainments which alone make brilliancy of utter* 
tnce endurable in a court of justice. At the peittonal request 
of Jefferson himself, Mr. Will undertook to aid the prosecu- 
Uon, and he did it yeoman's service. Alexander MacRae, the 
third on the side of the government, was the son of a Scotch 
•parson who was distinguished in the revolutionary war, first, tor 
being himself a hot Tory, and, secondly, for being the father 
»>f seven sons, all of whom were ardent Whigs. MacRae was 
alswyer of respectable ability and a sharp tongue — sharp from 
lU-naiuit} more than wit. At the time of the trial he was 
Lieu ten a^^ Govern or of Virginia. 

On the other side, the array of celebrity and talent was 
imposing in the extreme. The real leader of the defense was 
Burr himself, though the burden of the work fell ujjon othei-a, 
Not a step was taken, not a point conceded, without his vx- 
presa concurrence. He appeared in court attired with sciU' 
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puIouB RcalneRfl, in black, nitli powdered hair and qneae. Illt 
manner ivas dignity itsulf — composed, polite, confident, im- 
pressive. He had ihe air of a mon at perfect peace wilh hira- 
oelf, and simply intent upon the business of the scene. It WM 
observed that he never laughed at the jokes of the counsel, 
wliich, at some Etagex of the trial, were Diiraerous and good. 
His fipceche§ were ebort, concise, exact. They were uttered 
with sufh impressive distinctness that there arc men now 
alive, iv'io, after the lapse of fifty years, con repeat jihrases 
and eectcncoa which they heard fall from his lips during the 
trial. lie was at liomo again. He was haodiiiig familiar 
weapons. The valley of the Mississippi was too much for 
him ; hut in a court of justice, with the law all on his side, with 
a judge who would decide according to law, and with such 
opponents as Hay, Wirt, and MacRae, he was master of the 
situation. 

Ho had four assistants, each of whom were preeminent at 
the bar for some one qtialificaiion, or set of qualifications, cal- 
cnlatcd to be of service in the detertse. Edmund Randolph, 
(second cousin of John Randolph) was the leader on Burr's 
side. He had been Attorney -General and Seoretaiy of State 
under Washington ; he had been Governor and Attoraey 
General of Virginia ; he was an elderly man of great expeii- 
ence, much learning, some talent, and over-awing dignity of 
manner. John Wickham, another of Burr's defenders, wb6 
perhaps, upon the whole, the ablest lawyer then practicing at 
the Richmond bar. He had learning, logic, wit, sarcasm, elo- 
quence, a fine presence, and a persuasive manner. In single 
endowments he was exci^lled, but no Other man possessed snch 
a variety of talents and resources as Wickhara. Another 
great man on Burr's side was Luther Martin, of Maryland, 
who, in the single particular of legal learning, was the lii-st 
lawyer of his day. His metnoi'y was as wondeifiil as his read 
ing, so that his acquirements were at instantaneous command. 
Burr had become acquainted with him at Washington three 
years before, during the trial of Judge Chace, in whose do- 
'ense Martin had greatly distinguished himself He entered 
mto the defense of Colonel Burr with a zeal which JefferaoK 
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Aongfit BO indecent and outrageous, tl'at he could only aocoun\ 
for it on the siippoBiUon that Martin was inipHcatud with Burr, 
He was, indeed, a somewhat coarse man, more loud than c\n- 
quent, and a mighty drinker; resembling, in many respects, 
I'rofissor Poison, the capacious Oxford receptacle of Greek and 
wine. Another of Burr's uounsel was Benjamin Botts (father 
of the well-known John Minor Botts, of Virginia), Mi'. Botts 
was the youngest man on the side of th<> dett>ns(;, but already 
eminent. His speciality was courage, nerve ; the " bravest 
of all possible men," I have heard him desonbed by a cotem- 
porary, There was also a ccrtun " Jack Bakei-," a lame man 
with a crutch, a merry fellow with plenty of "horse-wit" and 
an infectious laugh, no speaker and no lawyer, but the best of 
good fellows — who appeared at a later period of the trial as 
oonnscl for one of the accused. 

The report of the tiial, of which a brief account ifl now to 
be ^ven, fills more tlian eleven hundred closely-printed oc- 
tavo pages, and, of course, only the leading points, and the 
most interesting scenes can be given in the few pages that are 
appropriated to the subject in this volume. 

The coH] t was opened at half-past twelve. The very firet 
proceedings showed how general and how decided was the 
conviction of the priaoner'a guilt. The gentlemen who had 
been summoned to serve on the grand jury, upon being ques- 
tioned, all admitted that the proclamations of tlie President, 
Bod the deposition of General Eaton, had given them strong 
tropresdons against the prisoner. One of tbem was Senator 
Giles, who had moved in the Senate the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus ; another was an old political and personal en- 
emy of Burr's ; and all were prepared to believe him a traitor. 
One of the jurymen even volunteered the statement that, upon 
reading Eaton's deposition in the newspapers, he had ex- 
pressed himself with great warmth and indignation upon the 
■abject, and, therefore, feeling that it would be indelicate and 
hnproper for him to serve on the grand jury, begged to be ex 
eased. 

Colonel Burr said : " Under different circumstances I might 
thinlc and act differently j but the iudustry which has been 
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iwed through tliia country to prejudice ray cause, 1eav« ma 
very little uliance indeed of an imprirlial jury. There is verj 
little chance that I can expect a belter man .o try my cause. 
His desire to be excuaed, and his opinion that hia mind is not 
enlirely free upon the case, are good reasons why ho should 
be excused ; but the candor of the gentleman, in eaeepting to 
himself, leaves rae ground to hope that ho will endeavor to be 
impartial. I pray the court to notice, from the ticene before 
us, bow many attempts have been made to prejudge my cans?. 
On this occasion I am perfectly passive." 

This gcDllcnian was, accoidingly, not excused. To Mr. 
Giles and a few others of the most prejudiced among tht 
panel, Colonel Burr objected, and they were withdrawn. The 
celebrated .Tolin Randolph, being added to the panel from 
among the spectators, begged to he excused fur the same rea- 
son, namely, that he had an impression that the (trisoner was 
guilty of the crimes charged against him. He was retained, 
however, and named foreman of the jury. Late in the aA.et- 
noon the requisite number of jurors was obtained, and, hav- 
ing been duly sworn and charged, were conducted to ihn 
apartment prepared for them. 

Colonel Burr then addressed the court, and, in domg so, 
gave an intimation of the mode in which he had resolved to 
conduct the defense, and in which he did conduct it fi-om firsl 
to last. He naked the court to instruct the grand jury as to 
the admisaibility of certain evidence which, lie supposed, 
would be laid before them. Mr. Hay objected, and hoped the 
court would grant no special indulgences to Colonel Burr, 
who stood on the same footing with every other man who had 
committed a crime. " Would to Giod," exclaimed the pris- 
oner, " that I did stand on the aame footing with every other 
man 1 This is the first lime I have been permitted to enjoy 
the rights of a cilizen. How have I been brought hither?" 

The Chief Justice interposed, observing that such digressiona 
were improper. The day being far spent, it was agreed that 
argument respecting the duty of the court to instruct the 
grand jnry further, should be postponed. The court then ad. 
joumed to the following morning ; the mnltitnde dispersed 
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■nd tho prisoner, accompanied by hia counsel, returned to hb 
todgmga. 

Second Dai/ (Saturday). — Nottiing was done except recog- 
nizing some uewly-arrivcd witnesses. No witnesses were sent 
in to tho grand jury. It now appeared that nothing cfTectual 
Gonld he done until the arrival of Gcncial Wilkinson, who had 
been summoned, and was daily expected. It was thought by 
some that he would not dare to confront the man he was sup- 
posed to have betrayed ; and meanwhile, tho questions of tho 
day at Riciimond were, Hiis Wilkinson arrived ? Has Wil- 
kinson been heard fi-om ? What can have hecoriio of Wilkin- 
■on? Wilkinson was the great Expected — the Coming 
Uao. 

nUTd Day. — Mr. Hay was compelled again to announce 
that he had received no tidings of the general. Ho made an 
important motion, however, which exulted one of the most 
eloquent debates of the whole tiial. The prisoner, as the 
reader has been informed, was held to bail, on his iirst exami- 
nation, merely on the charge of misdemeanor^ in having in- 
cited a hostile attempt against a. nation with which the United 
States were at peaoe. To-day, tho prosecuting attorney 
moved the court that he be committed on the charge of high 
treason l " On his examination," said the attorney, " there 
was no evidence of an overt act, and he was committed for a 
misdemeanor only. Tho evidence is different now." Tho ef- 
fect of this motion, if granted, would be tho immediate inti-o- 
duction of vivd voce evidence, and tho commitment of the 
prisoner to jail, if the judge should deem the ovidcrtfce suffi- 
cient to warrant it. It was a home-tbrust, and tlie defense 
Bummoncd all its euei-gies to parry it. 

Mr. Bolts denounced the motion as a violation of an agree- 
ment which had been made between the opposing counsel, 
that each side should give the other notice of motions in- 
tended to be made. The counsel for the defense had not bwn 
notified of the present motion. "Tho faet is this," replied 
Mr. Hay, "Mr. Wilkinson is known 1o be a material witness 
In this proaecniion ; his arrival in Virginia might bo announced 
in tbis oity Ijefore be himself reached it, I do not pretend to 
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■ay what cffiict it miglit produce upon Colonel Burr's tuiid{ 
but certainly Colontl Biirr tvould be able to pfffct liiB escape^ 
merely upon paying the i-cco^iisance of his present bail. My 
only object llicn was to keep liis pcison safi-, until wo could 
have investigated tlie charge of tieasun ; and I really did not 
know but that, if Colonel Biut had been pruviuiisly afipriiied 
of my uiotiou, he might have attempted to avoid it. But I 
did not promise to make this communication to the oppoate 
counsel, because it might have defeated the very end for 
which it was intended," 

Mr. Wiekhnm, Mi', Randolph, and Mr. Botta were posillve 
and vehement in opposing the motion, as unprecedented, uu 
lawful, nnjiist, and cruel. Colonel Burr, they said, waa io 
court, rea<ly to go on with the iuvestigntion. The prosecu- 
tioa had liad months to prepare their cose, and to assemble 
their witnesses ; and stIU they were not ready. Tlipy desired 
to waive the prosecution, and institute, in its stead, an opprea- 
eive inquisition, against which the prisoner would have nn 
means of delcusc. 

In reply to these gentlemen, 3Ir. Wirt, for the first timet 
addressed the court, and spoke with remarkable fiuency and 
animation. That he believed Colonel Burr a gnilty man, is 
shown by the hai'shncsa of his manner whenever, throughout 
the trial, ho had occasion to refer directly to him. 

" Whore is the crime," said Mr. Wirt, " of considering 
Aaron Burr ns suliject to the ordinary operation of the human, 
passions? Toivard any other man, it seems, the attorney 
would h^vo been justifiable in using precautions against alarms 
and escapes: it is only improper when applied to this man. 
Really, sir, I recollect nothing in the history of his deport- 
ment, wliich renders it so very incredible that Aaron Bon- 
would fly fi-om a prosecution, 

" Sir, if Aai-on Burr be innocent, instead of resisting this 
motion, he ought to \ml it with triumph and exultation. 
What is it that wo propose to introduce 'f Not the rumors 
that arc floating thiough the world, nor the balk of tlio multi- 
tude, nor the Bpccolations of newspapers: but tLe eotcleneeof 
fact*. Wo propose that the whole evidence, exculpatory ai 
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*el] Bu accusative, shall come before yon ; instead of eicilinif. 
Ibis is the Inie mode of corrccling prejudices. The wjrliJ, 
wbicb it is S!iid has been misled and inflamed by falsehood, 
will now hear tlie truth. Let the truth come out, let ns know 
how muob of what we have heard is fiilse, how much of it in 
trno ; how miieh of what we fee! is prejudice, bow muHi of it 
is jostitied by fact. Whoover before tieard of such an appre- 
lienaion aa thai which is professed on the other Bido ? Preju- 
dice excited hy evidence / Evidence, sir, is the great corrector 
(rf* prejudice. Why then does Aaron Burr shrink from it? 
It is strange to mo that a m.in, who complains go much of 
bem);, without cause, illegally seized and transported by » 
military ofli(>cr, should be afraid to confront this evidence. 
Evidence can bo promotive only of truth. I repeat it then, 
ur, why does he shrinlc from the evidence? The gentlemen 
on the other side cnn give the answer. On our part, we are 
resdy to produce that evidence. 

"The gentleman assures us that no imputation is meant 
against the government. Oh, no, sir; Colonel Burr indeed 
has been oppressed, hag been persecuted ; but far be it from 
the gentleman to charge the government with it. Colonel 
Btirr indeed has been harassed by a military tyrant, who J* 
'theinstrumcnt of a government bound to a blind obedience? 
bttt the gentleman could not by any mean!) be nnderstood av 
iDtending to insinuate aiight to the prejudice of the govern- 
ment. The gentleman is understood, sir; his objeet is cor^ 
redly nnderstood. He would divert the public attention 
from Aaron Burr, and point it to another quarter. He irould, 
too, if he could, shift the popular disple.iaure which he has 
spoken of, fi-oni Aaron Burr to anotlicr quarter. These re- 
marks wore not intended for your enr, sir ; they were intended 
for the p-jople who surround ns ; they can have ni> effect npon 
the mind of the court. I am too well acquainted with the 
dignity, the firmness, the illumination of this benoli, to appre> 
hend any such consequence. But the gentlemen wc^ld liat 
Biwe the acuount of popular prejudioea; they would convert 
this judicial into a political question; they would make it • 
foeMion bMween Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. Tb« 
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purpose is well undei-stood, all- ; but it aliall not be served. 1 
will iiol degrade the administrntion of ihis country by enter- 
ing on tlieir dcfunse. Besides, sir, tliis is not onr business; at 
present we have an account to settle, not between Aaron Burr 
aiid Thomas Jefferson, but between Aaron Uin'r and tlio l.iws 
of his country. Let us finish his trial first. The administra- 
tion, too, will be tried before tlicir country ; before the woild. 
Tliey, sir, I believe, will never shrinlc, either from the evidence 
or the verdict. 

" Why is not General Wilkinson here ? Tlie ceriainly that 
Aaron Burr would be put upon his Liial, could not have been 
known at Washington till the 5th or Cth of April, Now, sir, 
let the gentlemen on the other side make a slight calculation. 
Orleans Is Raid to bo titleen hundred or sixteen hundred miles 
from this place. Suppose the United States mail, traveling 
by A frequent change of horses and riders, a hundred miles 
per day, should reach Orleans in seventeen days from the fed- 
eral city, it would be the 24th or 2Sth of April (putting all 
accidents out of the question) before General Wilkinson could 
have received his ordci-s to come on. Since thai lime nntil 
this, he h.is had thirty d.iys to reneh Richmond. Could a 
journey of fifteen hundred or sixteen hundred miles bo reas- 
onably pei-forraod in thirty daja? Who can bear a journey 
of fifty miles per day for thirty days together." 

Mr. Hay followed in an elaborate speech. To him, as to 
Mr. Wirt, the counsel for the defense, replied, and Colonel 
Burr concluded ihc debate in a ten minutes' speech. He de- 
clared himself, not only willing;, but anxious to proceed — but 
not to proceed iu llic way proposed. On a motion for com- 
mitment, exparte evidence alone would be introdnoed, and ho 
would not submit to go on at such disadvantage, when the re- 
sult involved such consequences to hiinselfl "My counsel," 
Raid lie, " have been charged with dedamation against the gov- 
ernment of the United States. I oertniuly, sn', shall not ba 
charged with declamation ; but surely it is an established prin- 
ciple, that no government is so high as to be beyond t1l6 
reach of eriticlsm^ and it is partiuularly laid down, ihnt thtii 
vigilatce is more peculiarly neoesaary, when any government 
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trntltntfis a prosecntion ; and one reason is, on accoant of the 
vast diKpropoi'tian of means whiuh exists between it and the 
Bccnscd. But, if ever there was a cnso wliich justified this 
vigilance, it is certninly tlie present one, wlien the government 
Las displayed such uncommon nctivtly. If, then, this govern- 
ment has been so peculiarly active against mo, it is not im- 
proper to make the assertion heio, for the purpose of increas- 
ing the circumspection of the court." 

He observed, that bo meant liy persecution, the harassing 
of any individual, contrary to the forms of law ; and that bis 
case, unfortunately, presented loo many instances of this de- 
scription. His friends bad been everywhere seized by the mil- 
itary authority ; a practice truly consonant with European 
despotism. Persons bad been dragged by comjiulsory proceaa 
before particular tribunals, and compelled to give testimony 
against him. His papers, too, had been seized. And yet, in 
England, where wo say they know nothing of liberty, a gen- 
tleman who had been seized and detained two hours in a hack 
parlor, had obtained damages to the amount of one thousand 
guineas. He said that an order had been issued to kill him, 
as he was descending the Mississippi, and scizo his property. 
And yet, they could only have killed liis person if he had 
been formally condemned for treason. Even post-offices had 
been broken open, and robbed of his papers, in the Missi»- 
uppi Terntory ; even an indictment was about to be laid 
against the postm,ister. He had always taken this for a felony; 
but nothing seemed too extravagant to be forgiven by the 
amiable raoralily of this government. "All this," said Colo- 
nel Burr, "may only prove that my case is a solitary excep- 
tion from the general rule ; that gaverameut may be tender 
mild, iwid humane, to every one b.it mo. If so, to be sure it 
18 of little consequence to any body but myself. But surely 1 
may be excused if I complain a little of such proccedinga." 
There seemed to be something mingled in those proceedings, 
which manifested a more than usual inclination to attain the 
ends of justice. 

" Our President is a lawyer, and a great one too. He oei* 
tftinly ougbt to kno\r what it is that constitutes a war. Six 
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nonthfi ago he proclaimed that there was a civil war. And 
yet, for six months have tht^y been hunting for it, and etill 
can not find one spot whero it existed. There was, to be sure, 
a most leriible war in the newspaiwis ; but no wheio else. 
Whun I appeared before the grand jury, in Kentucky, tliey 
iiad no chni'ge to bring against me, and I waa consequently 
dismissed. Wlien I appealed for a second time, before a 
gi-and jury in the MissisHippi Territory, iherc was nothing to 
sppear against me ; and the judge even told the United Status 
Attorney, that if be did not send up his hill before the grand 
jury, be himself would proceed to name as many of tbe wil- 
oefses as he could, and bring it before the court. Still there 
was no proof of nar. At lengib, however, the Spaniards in- 
vaded our territory, and yet, there was no war. But, sir, if 
there was a war, cert^unjy no man can pretend to say that tbe 
govemment is able to lind it out. The scene to which they 
bave now hunted it, is only three hundred miles distant, and 
itill there is no evidence to pro^e this war." 

He concluded by reminding the judge, that if he should 
then he committed to prison, he would be obliged by law to 
remain there until the next term of the couit, which would 
involve n del^y of six months. The argument then rested, 
and the court adjourned for the day. 

fourth Day. — The Chief Justice decided, with avowed re- 
Inetancc, that " if it was the choice of the prosecuting attor- 
ney to proceed with the motion" he might open his testimony ; 
but " the court perceives and regrets that the result of tbia 
motion may be publications unfavor.ihle to the justice and to 
the right decision of the case." Mi'. Hay then said that be was 
■truck with the observation of the court respecting " publica- 
tions," and he was willing to enter into negotiations with tbe 
oounselor for the defense with a view to avoid that "inconve- 
nience ;" that is to say, if they would consent to an amount 
of bail sufficiently large to insure the prisoner's appearance, 
he would forbear to avail himself of the decision just rendered. 
Colonel Burr's counsel demanding time for reflection, ihe 
tourt adjourned. 

Fifth Day. — Mr. Hay said he bad reueived a letter fron 
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the connsp] for tlie defense, positively refiisinc; to give additiou] 
bttil. He deemed it Iiia duty, iliereforc, to go on with ilio oit- 
amiimtion of \\'iinosscR, fur tlic purpose of securing the oom- 
mittncnt of Colonel Burr on the charge of treason. 

Non arose, as miglil have been foreseen, the vital question, 
vhat evicteuce was admissible f 

A lield-day ofargumeni ensued, in the course of wliicb Mr. 
Botts, in ii manner plain to the comprehension of non-legal au- 
ditoi-s, stated tlie law of the United Stntc.i respecting the crime 
of high treason. First, he said, it must be proved thftt there 
vna Dn actuni war ; a war consisting of acta, not of ijitentions. 
"In England," aaid Mr. Botls, "where conspiring the death 
of the king was treason, the quo animo formed the essence of 
the offense ; but in America the national convention lins con- 
fined ti'cason to the act. We can not liave a constructive war 
within the meaning of the Constitution. An intention to levy 
war, is not evidence that a war was levied. Intentions aro 
■Iways mutable and variable ; Uie continuance of guilty inten- 
tions ia not to be pn-sumed." Secondly, the war must not 
only have been levied, bnt the prisoner must be proved to 
have committed an overt (open, not coi'sr() act of treason in 
that war, "A treasonable intention to cooper.ile Is ao .evi- 
dence of nn actual cooperation. The act of others, even if 
in puranancc of his plan, would be no evidence against him. 
It might not be necessary that he shonld be present, perhaps; 
he must be, nt the lime of levying the war, ooSperating by 
ftct», or, ill the langu.igo of the Constitution, bo committing 
oveit acts." Thirdly, the overt act by the accused, in an ao- 
tnal war, mnst be proved to have been committed ivithin the 
diiiti-ict in which the trial takes place. Fomthly, the overt 
■ct must be proved by two witnesses. 

Tlie court sustained 'his view of the crime of treason, and 
refused to hear evidence of treasonable intention, until it wm 
first proved that an overt act of treason had been committed. 
Jnst as in a case of murder, the fact of the killing must be 
Aowa before other evidence has any rejev.ancy. That tlio 
eonnsel for the prosecntion were mortified and perplexed by 
this deoi^on, they took no pains to coneeal. They appeared ta 
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have drawn np their list of witnesses in tlie historical order; 
intending, first, to slionr the state of the prisonei'K mind when 
the alleged treason was conceived, and tlien to narrate its pro- 
gressive development in the order in which llie events were 
supposed to have occurred. The decision, besides excluding 
all tlioir choicest morsels of evidence, disairanged this com- 
ni odious scheme. 

Two of Blennerhassett's servants were examined respecting 
the events that took place on the island; an aflidavit from 
New Orleans was offered as evidence, but reject ed_; and then, 
without ha^'ing made the slightest progress, the coiatjid- 
journed. 

Sixth Day. — Luther Martin appeared, and took his place 
among Colonel Burr's counsel. The prosecuting attorney be- 
ing convinced, to-day, of the futility of his eflbits to commit 
the prisoner at the present stage of the cose, and the Chief 
Justice having expivased a strong desire that " the personal 
appearance of Colonel Bnrr could be secured without the 
necessity of proceeding with this inquiry," Colonel Burr 
agreed to give bail, " provided it should be understood that 
no opinion, on the question even of probable cause, was pro- 
nounced by the court by the circumstance of his giving bail." 
This was agreed to, and the bail was doubled. One of the 
new sureties was Luther Martin, who declared in open court 
that he was happy to have this opportunity to give a publio 
proof of his confidence in the honor of Colonel Barr, and of 
hia conviction that he was innocent. 

Days passed, and still there were no tidings of the portly 
Wilkinson. Hero were nine of tlie ablest lawyers of the 
country, however, and the eyes of an excited nation wera 
fixed upon them. Need it be said that there were motion 
enough, and talk interminable I There was talk desultory 
talk animated, talk violent, talk to the purpose, and talk dt 
gresfiive. Martin roared against the ndministraiion, like the 
** Federal ball-dog" that he was; and Wirt retorted in pol- 
ished and glowing declamation. Wtckham, Botts, and llao- 
dolph went, by turns, into the arena, and won the spplaoM 
of the bar and the crowd. One of the longest ai-guments waa 
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upon a motion made by Blut, that Iho couit issue a subpeetui 
duces tecimi to tlie Prcsiilcnt, requiring liim to fiirnisli qqt- 
tain papcis to itic cotinsijl for tlie dcletise, tinmcly, Wilkioion'a 
leltcr to the Prosidviit, dntcd October 2Iet, anil t)je orders 
issued by the goveininent to tlio array and nAvy during the 
Into excilemeiit. Tliesu pnperg (copies, of coiii'se) liad been 
apiilied fur by Golonol Burr liiinselt* during a recent visit to 
Wnsliinglon. Tliey wore refused. Ilis counsel had Binco ap- 
plied, but tliey h.id not been obtained. 

The letter applied for ivas the one in which Wilkinson siaid 
be did not Itnow wlio the prime ino\'cr of the conspiracy was, 
and tlio ovdei-s to the army and navy weio sneh as, in the 
OOiinsols' opinion, would have justified reshCance ou the part 
of Colonel Bnrr and his companions. 

" Wu intended to show," said Luther Martin, " in one of 
bis vehement harangues, " that these orders were oontrary 
to the Constitution and the laws, and that they entitled Colonel 
Burr to the right of resistance. Wo intended to show that 
by titis particular order his propeity and liis peison nere to 
be destroyed ; yes, by tiiese tyrannical orders the life and 
property of an innocent man were to bo exposed to destriie- 
lion. We did not expect llie originals themselves. But we 
did apply for copies ; and were refused under presidential in- 
Bliencc. In Neiv York, on the farcical trials of Ogden and 
Smith, the oHioei's of the govenunent screened themselves 
from attending, under the sanction of the President's name. 
Perhaps the siiuio farce may be repeated here ; and it is for 
this i-enson that we apply directly to the President of the 
Diiiled States. Whether it would have been best to have ap- 
plied to the Secretaiics of State, of the Navy and War, I can 
not 8.ay. All that we want is, tlic copies of some papers, and 
the original of anotliei-. This ts a pcuutiar case, sir. The 
Prendent has uuderalken to prejudge my client by deulariog, 
(hat 'of his guilt there can be no doubt.' He has assumed 
to himself the knowledge of the Supreme Being himself, and 
pretended to search the heart of my highly respected friend. 
Bo haa proclaimed him a traitor in the face of that country 
witch has rewarded him. He has let slip the dogs ot war, tht 
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hell-liounils of pereecntion, to hnnt dovra my iHetid. Asd 
would tliia President of tlic United Slatec, wlio has raised all 
tills absurd clamor, pretend to keep back the iiapci"* wliioli are 
wanted for this trial, where life itself is at eiaku ? It ia a 
eacrcd piinciple, tliat in all nich case*, the nocuscd lias a riglit 
to all the evidence whieli is necessary for his defense. And 
whoever withholds, willfnllj', information that would sar« the 
life of a person nhargcd wilh a capital offense, is-siibstnntisdl; 
a murderer, and so recorded in the register of hcavi-n." 

To which Mr, Wirt replied: "Ibej; to know what gentle* 
men can intejid, expect, or hope, from these perpetiiiil philip- 
pics against the government? Do they lliitter thcmsclTefl 
that this court feels political prejudices which hIII siipjilythe 
place of argument and innocence on the part of iho prisoner t 
Their conduct amounts to an insinuation of the sort. But I 
do not believe it. On the contrary, I feci tho firm and plea*- 
ing assurance, that as to the court, the beam of their judg- 
ment will remain steady, although the earth itsel f should shake 
under the concussion of pi'cjudicc. Or is it on the liy-standers 
that the gentlemen expect to make a favorable impression f 
And do they use the court merely as a cnnni, through whioh 
they may pour upon tho world tlielr undeserved invecdves 
against tho government? Do they wish to divide the popular 
resentment and diminish thereby their own quota? Before 
the gentlemen arraign the administration, let them clear the 
skirts of their client. Let them prove bis innocence; let them 
prove that he has not covered himself with the chmds of my»- 
tcry and just suspicion ; let them prove that he has been all 
along erect and fair, in open day, and that these charges against 
him are totally groundless and false. That will he the most 
eloquent invective which they can pronounce against tho proiv 
ecalion ; but until they prove this innocence, it shall bo in vain 
that they attempt to divert our minds to other objects, and 
other inquiries. We will keep our eyes on Aaron Burr nntil 
ho aatisSes our utmost scruple. I beg to know, sir, if the 
course whiuh gentlemen pursue is not disrespectful to the 
court itself? Suppose there are any foreigners here accoa- 
tomed to regular government in their own coantry, what exb 
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tbey infer from bearing the fedci-ul administration thiu ra- 
viled to the federal judiciary ? Hearing tlie jiidiciar)- told 
tbst the admin istraiion are " ItlooiJ hounds, linnling lliU mou 
with a kocn and savago thirst for blood ; that ihcy now sup- 
pose they have hunted hioi into their toils, and have liiin safe.' 
Sir, no man, foVeigner or citizen, who hi^nrn thla language ad- 
dressed to the court, and received with all the complacency at 
least which silence can imply, cmi make any inferences from it 
veiy honorable to the couii. It would only be inferred, while 
they are thus eaSercd to roll and luxuriate in these, gross ia 
vcctivca against the administration, that they are furnishing 
the joys of a Mohammedan paradise to the court as well as to 
their client. I hope that the court, for their own sakcs, will 
compel a decent respect to that government of which they 
themselves form q biancli. On our part, we wish only a fair 
trial of this case. If the man be innocent, in the name of 
God let him go ; but while we are on the question of his guilt 
er innocence, let us not sufler our attention and judgment to 
be diverted and distracted by the introduction of otiier sub- 
jects furei};n to the inquiry." 

Afler some days of debate, the Chief Justice gave a very 
elaborate opinion ou the point, and decided that the su^pcena 
duett tecum might issue. 

Jf the object uf this motion was to annoy thu President, it 
oertaiuly accomplished its purpose completely. Mr. JuSeraon 
was disgusted Nvith tiie motion, disgusted with the debate, and 
disgusted with the decision. " Shall wo move," he wrote to 
Mr. Hay, " to commit Luther Maitin as partkept criminia' 
with Burr? Grayball will fix upon him misprision of treason 
ftt letst, and, ni any rate, his evidence will put down this un- 
pi-incipled and impudent Federal hull-dog, and add anothei 
proof that the most clamorous defenders of Burr are all his 
socomplices. It will explain why Luther Martin flew so 
hastily to the 'aid of his honorable fliend,' abandoning his 
dionts and their property during a session of a principal court 
of Maryland, now tilled, as I am told, with the clamors and 
ruin of his clients." 

The Chief Justice's opinion was not less offensive to th« 
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President than Martio's pliilippics. He dcacatited, at lengtli, 
npon R pnssagc which intiinntcd thnt even the bodily |>rescnco 
of the President might be compelled by the court. Ua 
emphaiically denied this. "The Coustitiitioii," wrote tl;o 
Pi-eaident, " enjoins the Preadenl's constant agency In the con- 
cerns of six millions of people. Is the law paramount to this 
vhich calls on him on behalf of a single one ? Let us npply 
the judge's own doctrine to the case of himself and his breth- 
ren. The sheriff of Henrico (Judge Marshall's residence) sum- 
mons hitu from the bench to quell a riot somewhere in hia 
county. The federal judge ia, by the general law, a part of 
the poMC of the State sheiiff. Would the judge abandon 
major duties to perform lesser ones ? • • * The leading 
principle of our Constitution is the hidcpendence of the legis- 
lature, executive, and judiciary of each other, and none are 
more jealous of this than the judiciary. But would the exeo- 
ntive be independent of the judiciary, if he were subject to 
the commanda of the latter, and to imprisonment for diso- 
bedience, if the several courts could bandy him from pillar to 
post, keep him constantly trudging from north to south, and 
east to west, and withdraw him entirely from his constitutional 
duties ? * * * The judge says, ' it is apparent that the 
President's duties as ohief magistrate do not demand his whole 
time, and are not unrcmitthig.' If he alludes to our annual 
retirement from the seat of govcrment, during the sickly 
season, he should be told that such arrangements are made 
for canning on the public basincss that it goes on as uni-emit- 
tingly there as if we weie at the seat of government. I pass 
more hours in public business at Alonticello than I do here 
every day and it is much more laborious, because all must be 
done in writing." 

These passages show the more than official interest that Mi. 
Jefferson took in the events that were transpiruig at Rich- 
mond. They show who was the real prosecutor of the prison- 
er, and who inspired the eloquence and Beal of those who were 
delegated to conduct the cause. 

At length on the 15th of June, twenty-four days after the 
opening of the court, General Wilkinson, who had arrived oo 



TflK INDICTMENT. ]25 

the I3lh, cshausled nith the fatigue of his journej', appeared 
in court, Hia bearing, it w&a said at the lime, wns serene and 
commanding, while the countenance of tlio prisoner wore an 
expi-ession of inefihble contempt. Business now proceeded 
with more celeiity. Witnesses were sworn and sent to the 
grnnd jury in somes. Prodigious efforts were made by Col- 
onul Bnrr and liis counsel to exclude and vitiate tlie testi- 
mony of General Wilkinson. But, on the 24t!i of June, while 
Mr. Bolts was in the very net of urging the atlaohment of 
Wilkinson for procuring cvident-c by means violent, unlawful, 
and corrupting, the (.'omliig of the grand jury was nnnounoed, 
beaiing the result of their investigations. With their distin- 
guished foreman at the bead of iho procession, they niarobed 
into tbe coui-t-room and took their plaoctt, amid the bushed and 
intense expectation of a crowded auditoi-y. The grand jury, 
Mr. Randolph said, had agreed upon several itidictmonts, 
which he handed to the clerk of the coarl. The clerk took 
them, and read aloud the endorsements upon tbem, whiuh 
were as follows: 

" An indictment against Aaron BniT for treason ;" " an in- 
diulmcnt against Aaron Burr for a misdemeanor;" "an indict- 
ment agninst Herman Blcnnerhasselt for tronson ;" '' an indict- 
ment against Herman Eienncrhassetl for misdemeanor." 

The eyes of the auditors sought involuntarily the counte- 
nance of the prisoner. It was utterly unmoved ; his manner 
differed in no degree whatever from that whieli be had exhib- 
ited at every stage of the trial. A Richmond newspiipcr of 
the following day, however, announced to a country hungry 
fur exciting intelligence, that when ibc clerk read tbe first en- 
dorsement, the prisoner was thrown into a state of indescrib- 
able consternntion and dismay, 

Tiio grand jury retired. Mr. Botts concluded his speech. 
An attempt was made to show that the prisoner might still be 
held on hail ; but after debate, the Chief Justice decided that 
he was " under the necessity of committing Colonel Bun," 
Late in theaftcrnoon, through a concourse of hundreds of spec- 
ators wbo looked on in silence, Colonel Burr was conducted 
hs the inarsbal of the district to the city jail of Kichmoud. 
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Hia rust ttionght on being coDductcd to his apartment in Iba 
prison was to ailay llie nppretiensioiig whicli, lie well knew, 
Ihc news ol' liis imjnisonmeiit woulJ excite in tlio mind ofhii 
daughter. He wrote )icr a letter, showing the absurdity and 
groundlessness of the iudictinonts for treason. Ho mud, Ihey 
wore founded on the allegations, that " Colonel Tyler, with 
twenty or thirty men, flopped nt Biennerhasitett's Island on 
their way down the Ohio; that ihongh these men were not 
armed, and had no military array or organization, and though 
tboy did neither use force noi- threaten it, yet having set out 
with a view of taking temporary possession of New Orleana ou 
their way to Hexieo, that sutjh intent was treasonable, -and 
therefore a war was levied on Blennei'hassett's Island by con- 
ttruction ; and that, though Colonel Ban- was then at Frank- 
fort on his way to Tennessee, yet, having advised the measure, 
be was, by construction of law, present at the island, and levied 
war there." He declared, that of the tifty witnesses who had 
been examined by the grand jury, thiity had perjured them- 
Belves, " I beg and expect it of you," ho said in conclusion, 
"that yon will conduct yourelf as becomes my daughter, and 
that yon manilost no signs of weakness or alarm." 

On the following day, the grand jury indicted ex-sen»tora 
Dayton and Smith, Comfort Tyler, Israel Smith, and Davis 
Floyd Ibr tho same offenses. Hour after honr, tlic lawyers 
talked their best, and ocuaalonally, their loudest, upon the 
motion to attach Genei'al Wilkinson for contempt. In vain. 

The next day, on the opening of the court, the counsel of 
the prisoner presented a paper to the judges, staling that tbd 
^ty jail, where their client was con6ned, was unhealthy and 
inconvenient, and waa so constructed that he could not have % 
room to hitnsclf, which rendered it almost impossible fur his 
counsel to consult with him. TUey therefore prayed that bet- 
ter quarlei-s might be provided. The Governor of tlie State, 
under the advice of his coimsel, having offered apartments in 
the penitentiary near Richmond, the Chief JuMtlce ordered the 
prisoner's removal thither. This pioceeding seems to liavA 
filled np tho measure of Jeffei-son's disgust. " Before an in- 
partial jury," he wrote to Mr. Hay, " Burr's conduct wooU 
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MDvial liiiTisclf, were not one word of teaticnon; to be oSt'i-ed 
against liini. But to what n strttc will oiiv l»w be rejiici'd by 
party fecliiiga ia ihoac who aUiniiiisier it? Why do Dot Blen- 
nerliasHult, Dayton, and the I'ost, demnnd pvivnto and com- 
fortable lodgings 7 In a country where an equal ajiplication 
(rf'law to every condition of man ia fundamental, how could it 
be denied to them? How can it ever be denied to the most 
degraded raalefiictor ?" 

On ti-.e l-1tl) of June, the court, having been occupied for 
nearly two muntlia in getting the prisoners simply indicted, 
rested from iln lubora, and adjourned to meet ngnin on the 3d 
of August, The proceedings thus fur were immediately pub- 
lished in a thick, three-shilling pamphlet, which fteoms, if we 
may judge front the newspapers of that day, to liavc confirmed 
the country in its impressions of llie prisoner's guilt. 

For example — at a Fourth-of-July celebration in Cecil 
county, Miuylaud, the liillowiug were among the toasts : 

"The grand jnrors lately impaneled at Richmond to in- 
diet the traitors of Iheir country. May their zeal and patriot- 
Mm in the cnnae of liburty secure them a crown of immoital 
glory, and the fruits of their labor be a death-wound to all 
lions pira tors. 

" Lutlicr Martin, the cjt-attomey-general of Maryland, the 
mutual and highly respected friend of a convicted traitor. 
Uay his exertions to preserve the Catilineof America procure 
bim an honorable coat of tar, and a plumage of t'cathcrs that 
will rival in finery all the mummeries of Egypt. 

"Aaron Burr, the man who once received the confidence of 
s free people. May his treachery to his country exalt him to 
the Bcafibld, and hemp be his escort to the repnblic of dust 
and ashes," 

To llicso elegant effusions of patriotic hilarity, Lnther 
Sbrtin replied ivith a spirit and audacity never employed by 
public men of the present day in addressing the sovereign 
People, " Who is this gentleman," said he, " whose guilt you 
have pronounced, and for whose blood your parched throats 
■o thii-st ? Was he not, a few years past, adored by you next 
to your God? I mean your earthly god; for whether you 



believe in a deity who has any goveniment over your * repoth 
lio of dust and asliea,' I know not. Wcve you not, then, bin 
warmest admirera? Did lie not then possess every virtue i 
Had he then one sin — even a. singtc weakness of hun-.an nft 
turc ? He was tlien in power. He had then influcnoe. Ton 
would then have been proud of his notice. Ono smile from 
)iim would h^Bbrightcned up all your faces. One fiown 
from him wouI^^BC lengthened all your visages ! 

"Go, ye holida^^yc sunshine friends — ye time-servers — 
ye criera of liosannali to-dny and cnicifiers to-morrow — go, 
hide your hc^tds, if possible, from the contempt and detesta- 
tion of every virtuous, every honorable inhabitant of every 
dime !" 

lu Richmond itself, however, Colonel Bnrr had found friends 
enough. From the day of his arrival, he had been gi'owingin 
the esteem and good-wlM of those who attended the conrt and 
aaw his uniform urbanity and good humor. His situation in 
the pontentiary was extremely agreeable. Ho had a suite of 
three rooms in the third story, extending one hundred feet, 
where he was allowed to see his friends witliout the presence 
of a witness. His looms were so thronged with visitors, at 
times, as to present the appeaiance of a levee. Servants were 
continually arriving "with messages, notes, and Inqniiies, 
bringing oranges, lemons, pineapples, raspberries, apricots, 
cream, butter, ice," and other artidos — presents from thg 
ladles of the city. In expectation of his daughter's arrival, 
some of his friends in the town provided a hou^c for her ao- 
oommodalion. The jailor, too, was all civihty. Colonel Burr 
often laughed at the recollection of a conversation that took 
place between himself and the jailor on the evening of liia 
ariival. 

" I hope, air," said the jailor, " that it would not be dis- 
agreeable to you if I should lock this door after dark?" 

" By no means," replied the prisoner ; " I should prefer it, 
to keep out intrudera." 

" It is our custom, sir," continued the jailor, " to extinguisk 
all lights at nine o'clock. I hope, sir, you will have no objeo- 
tion to conform to that." 
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■"niat, mr," said Buir, "I am sorry to say, is iniposMble^ 
for I never go to hed till twelve, and ahraj'x bom two 
candles." 

" Very well, an-, just as you please," replied the jnilor, " I 
ebonid linve been glad if it lind been otherwise ; but, as yoa 
please, sir." ^^ 

Toward the close of July, lie received tiotj^^M Tlieodosia'a 
appi'oach, " Reinuniber," he wrote to beii^Hro agitations, no 
complaints, no fi'ars or anxieties on the rond, or I renounce 
thee," And again: "I want an independent and discerning 
witness to my conduct and to that of the government. The 
Aoenes which liave passed and iIiohc about to be transacted 
will exceed all reasonable credibility, and will hereafter be 
deemed Jlibles, unless attested by very high authority, I re- 
peat, what bis heretofore been written, that I should never 
invite any one, much less those so dear to rae, to witness my 
disgrace, I may be immured in dungeons, chained, mnrdered 
in legal form, but I can not be humiliated or disgraced. If 
Absent, you will suffer great solicitude. In my presence you 
will fee! none, ivhatevor may be the malice or the poiaer of 
my enemies, and in both they ubound." And again : "I am 
informed that some good-natured people hero have provided 
yoa a house, and furnished it, a few steps from my totoii-houae. 
I had also made a temporary proviaion for yon in my town- 
house (city jail), whither I shall remove on Sunday; but I 
will not, if I can possibly avoid it, move before your arrival, 
having a great deurc to receiae you all in this mansion (the 
peaitenliary). Pray, therefore, drive directly out here. You 
may get admission at any time from four in the oioraing till 
ten at niglit. VViite mo by the mail from Peterebui'g, that I 
may know of your approach." 

Upon the letter last quoted was written in Theodosia's own 
hand : ^'Received on our approach to JHc/imonri. JToio happy 
it made me /" She arrived the same day, and was thence- 
forth, until the end of the trial for treason, his companion and 
housekeeper. Her husband, tiiithfu. always to her and to her 
father, was with her, and snt by the side of her father ivhen 
he was arraigned for treason. 
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Thu recollections of the late John Barney, formerly n 
of Congress from Maryland, doiifirrn the view here given of 
Colnnel Burr's position at Riulimond during his ti*ial. Mr, 
^arney was employed by Colonel Burr as his amanuensis, and 
lived ill habits of intimacy with Jiim for several weeks. With 
an extract fiotn Mr. Bariiey'a narrative, I conclude tbo prca- 
Ant clmiitcr : 

"In )S03, 1 witnessed the dignity, impartiality, and winning 
grace witli nhich Aaron Burr presided in the Senate of the 
United States during the trial of Jmlgc Chace, impeached for 
jmrtiality and injustice toward John Fries, indicted under the 
,«lien and sedition law. 

"I attended his trial at Richmond, when he himself was 
indicted for treason. Hia prominent counselor was Luther 
Martin, of Baltimore, my father's lawyer, neighbor, and 
£iend. 

" Uis daughter Maria, allerward celebrated as Mr^. Rtch- 
«rd Rnynal Keene, invited my sister and self to dine with Col- 
onel BuiT. He n'as then living in a house standing alone, 
fU'oiind which was a patrol of guards. 

"The dinner was superb, abounding in all the luxnrica 
which Virginia's generous soil yields in lavish abundance, 
^wenty ladlea and gentlemen of rank, fortune, and fashion, 
graced the festive boai'd. 

" He was esteemed a persecuted martyr. Distress, in every 
form and shape, makes an iriesistible appeal to woman's sym- 
jialhy ; her tears often flow for the suffeiiiig of the criminal 
who expiates his ciimes on the gibbet. 

"On this occasion. Burr's fascinating flatteries were lav- 
ished indiscriminately on the sex in general. Man he had 
ever found treacherous — woman always true to sustain him 
}n adversity, solacing in affliction, and giving a charm to life, 
without which life itself was not worth possessing. 

"The grand jury finding a true bill, he was forthwith re- 
moved to the Slate prison. There we follov^ed bim ; he re- 
ceived us in his usual bland, courteous manner ; apologized 
^or our being introduced into his bed-chamber — his drawing- 
room being then deranged by the tilting np of his ice-hou^ 
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which was in fact in his chimney-comcr. Iron gratings pre- 
rented his egress, admitting free circulation of light and air, 
I felt pride and took pleasure in being permitted to becom3 
his amanuensis. Each day as I rode along the streets my 
curncle was freighted with cake, confectionery, flowers, redo- 
lent with perfumc« wreathed into fiincy bouquets of endless 
variety. 

" The trial was tedious and prolonged. I traveled on to 
the borders of North Carolina, lingered for awhile at the no- 
ble mansion of Lady Shipwith. On my return, I found the 
persevering Attorney-General, George Hay, fatigued, worried. 

" * Would that I could only hang upon a gate, and have a 
little negro to swing me to and fro all day. The law's delay 
— the special pleadings of the bar, its interminable controver- 
nes have worn out and exhausted me. I shan't be able to 
hang Burr, but will be content to hang myself on a gate.* 
Thus spoke George Hay, than whom never lived a purer pa- 
triot, or a more upriglit, conscientious man." 
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The court met on the 3d of August. Present, the same 
judges as bcfurc. Pi'eseot, the same counsel. Present, Hn 
equal throng of auditors flushed with expcutalion. Present, 
more than one hundred and forty witncssea, and a p.tnet of 
forty-eight jurors. Blenncrhasaetl had arrived, and (caa in 
prison. Burr had been brouglit from hia " country horise" lo 
a building in the city near the comt-i'oom, where lie wm 
guarded vigilantly, night and day. He eutercd the (court- 
room accompanied by his son-in-law, Governor Alston, of 
South Carolina, and exhibited all his wonted serenity of man- 
ner. 

Fonrteen days elapsed before the jury were snom. Some 
of these days n-i^-o wasted in wailing for tlic arrival of wit- 
nesses, but most of them were consumed in attempting to find 
among the m:iss of jurors twelve who had not formed and ■»• 
pnMedan opinion of the prisoner's guilt. One man confessed to 
having saiil that any one who did what Colonel Burr had dona 
ought to be hung. Another had expressed the opinion that 
Colonel Burr liad done iomething wrong, and seduced Blen- 
norhassett into it; but that he (Burr) was so " sensible" a man, 
that if there was any hole left he would creep out of it. An- 
other had long thought that the prisoner was a very bad man. 
Another believed him guilty of tieasonable intention, but had 
doubta whether ai. overt act had been committed, becaose h* 



belieTod Colonol Bun- to be a man of sncli " de«p inti-igoe M 
never to jeopardiiw Ins own life until thouaands Ml bcrai-e liim." 
Anotliei' E.iid tli:it liia bad ojjinion of Colonel Biut had been 
confii'roed by what he had heard from his own lips in court. 
With one of the panel, the prisoner had ihe following conver- 
Mtion in opan court : 

" Hnvo the rumois (mentioned by the juror) excited a prej- 
ndico in your mind a^inst me?" asked Colonel Burr. 

"I have no prejudice for or against you," was tho reply. 

Mr. Bott§ asked, " Are yon a freeholder ?" 

"Yes," said the juror; "I have two patents for land." 

"Arc you worth three hundred dollars?" inquired one of 
the counsel. 

" Yes ; I have a house here worth tho half of it." 

" Have you another at home," inquired one of the counsel, 
focosely, " to make up the other hall'?" 

A general titter followed this question, which nettled the 
gentleman. " Yed," said he, " four of them." Then, turning 
to tliD spectatoi's, lie continued, "I am surprised that they 
should bo in so much terror of me. Perhaps my name may 
be a. terror, for my first name is Hamilton !" 

" That rcmaik," said Colonel Burr, with memorable dig- 
cily, " is a suflieicnt cause for objecting to liim. I challenge 
him poreroptoiily." And this was Lis only peremptory chal- 
lenge. 

In short, out of the whole venire of forty-eight, but four 
men were foimd whose opinions were sufficiently undecided 
to admit of their acceptance as jurors; and of those four, all 
bnt one admitted that they had been prejudiced against the 
prisoner. A second venire of forty-eight were summoned ; 
all of whom, it was soon discovered, had formed unfavorable 
opinions. An attempt was made by the counsel for the de- 
fense to quash the tiial, for the simple reason that an impar- 
tial jury could not be obtdned, and the law requires that every 
prisoner shall be tried by an impartial jury. At length, the 
prisoner was allowed to select eight jurors from tho lost venire 
to add to tho four obtained from tho tii-st. Some even of these 
confessed to being decidedly prejudiced, confessed to having 
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warmly denoiincpd iho prisoner on many ocoauons, They 
were accci'tcd, however, and swam, on the ITlh of tha 
month. 

Proclamation ivaa llion mnde in the usual form. The pris- 
oner stood up, wliilo the indictment was read. Wr. Hny then 
rose and opened the case willi a speech of groat length, in 
which he discoursed upon the nature of treason ; and, bi'iefly, 
upon the treason conjinitted hy the prisoner at the bar. It 
would bo proved, lie said, tliat the prisoner meant to take iVew 
Orleans, and that the proceedings at BItnucrhassoU Island 
were the begimiing of the execution of tliat scheme. Mnch 
more would be jirovcd, bnt thai alone was enough to canviut 
the prisoner of ircnson. He concluded by bt-stowing a swell' 
ing panegyric n]>on General Wilkinson, as the saviour of the 
American people from the horrors of civil war. 

General Eaton was the first witness called. He appeared 
and was sivoi-n, when Colonel Burr objected to that order of 
examining wUneaaes. General Eaton was called, he said, to 
prove treasonable intentions, before it had been proved that 
any overt act of treason had been committed. Xo testimony 
of that kind, he contended, was admissible until the overt ad 
had been established. This qneslion was argued in an earnest 
and able manner by the oounsel on both sides, for several 
honra. Lather Martin distinguishing himself by hb familiar' 
ity with precedents and authorities. Tlic day was cousutaed 
in this orilical debate. On the following morning, the court 
gave its decision, as follows : " So far as Oeneml Eaton's tosli- 
mony relates to the fact chai-ged in the indictment, so far as ii 
relates to levying war on Blennerhasselt's Island, so far as it 
relates to a design to seize on Kew Orleans, or to separate by 
force the western from the Atlantic States, it is deemed rele> 
van t and is now admissible; so far as it respects other plana 
to be executed in the city of Washington, or elsewhere, if i| 
indicate a treasonable design, it is a design to commit a distinct 
act of treason, and is therefore not relevant to tlic present in 
diciracnt." 

Eaton was then placed upon the stand, and examined at 
length. He was permitted to tell his story in his o\vd wxf 
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*fth filtlo in terra pti on. As it was Eaton's eviilenco whioS- 
hnd most to do with convincing tlie publiu of Buit'b otvn dajr 
that hp was a traitor of tlie deepest dye, it is thought dne to 
ti-uth and to Aarnn Ban; that the whole of that evidenoe 
BhoiiUI hero bo given. I omit only Ek passage in which the 
witness wandered from Bhit to Barbary, and descanied upon 
the disappointments and wrongs he had endured in that part 
of the world. 

"During the ivinter of 180.5-G," ho began, "Aaron Burr 
Eignifiod to me that he was organizing a mililary expedition to 
be moved against the Spanish provinces, on the sontb-westem' 
frontiers of the United States: I nnderstood under the authoi^ 
ity of the general govemmont. From our existing controver- 
files with Spain, and from the tenor of the President's coih> 
municiitions to both Houses of Congress, n conclusion wai' 
naturally di-awn, that war with that power was inevitable. F 
had just then returned from the toast of Africa, and bavins' 
boPD for many years employed on our frontier, or a coast 
more barbarous and obscure, I was ignorant of the estimation' 
in which Colonel Buit was held by his comitiy. The di»- 
tingnlslied rank lie held in society, and the strong marks of 
confidence which he had received Irom his fellow citizens, did' 
not permit me to doubt his patriotism. As a military chat* 
Mter, I had been ma<]e acquainted with none within the Uni' 
ted States, under whose direclinn a soldier might with greater 
Bocurity conlidc Ins honor than Colonel Barr. In case of my 
country's being involved in a war, I should have thought it' 
my duty to obey so honorable a call, as was proposed to mo; 
Under impressions like those, I did engage to embark myself 
in the enterpriso, and pledged myself to Colonel Burr's confl 
(lence. At several interviews, it appeared to be his inl.cntioQ 
to convince mo by maps and other documents, of the feasi 
bility of penetrating to Mexico. At length, from certain InilL^ 
tinet expressions and innuendoes, I admllted a suspicion that' 
Colonel BuiT bad other projects. Ho used strong p.xpressiona 
ofreproaoh against the ndministiation of the goveinmcntr 
acooscd them of want of character, want of energy, and wanl^ 
of gnilitade. He seemed dewrous of irritating ray i-cBenf 



1S« 



LIVE 



iRON nuBIt. 



taent by diluting on certain injnrioos strlctares I had recdvecl 
on ilio floor of Congress, on account of ceitain transactions 
on tlie coast of Ti-ipcli ; and also on tlio ddays in adjusting 
my ncconnCs (or ndvniiuca of money on nccounl of the United 
States ; and talked of pointing out to nio modes of honorable 
indvrnnity. 

"I listened to Colonel Burr's mode of indemnity ; and as I 
t nd by this time began to snspeet that the military expedition 
he had on foot wns unl.iivfiil, I permitted him to believe my- 
self resigned to his influence, that I might undci-stand the ex- 
tent and motive of his arrangements. Colonel Burr now laid 
open Iii9 project of revolutionizing the territory west of the 
Alleghany; establishing an independent empire tlicie ; New 
Orleans to be the capital, and he himself to be the clnef; or- 
ganizing a military foree on the watcra of the Mississippi, and 
carrying conquest to Mexico. Aller much conversation, which 
I do not particularly recollect, respecting the feasibility of the 
pi-ojecl, as was natural, I stated impediments to his operations; 
such as the republican habits of the citizens of thai country, 
their attachment to the present administration of the govern- 
ment, the tvant of funds, the opposition he would experience 
from the regular army of the United States stationed on that 
frontier, and the resistance to be expected from Mii'andn, in 
case he should succeed in republicinizing the Mexicans. Col- 
onel Burr appeared to have no difficulty in removing these 
obstacles. He stated to me, that he had in person (I think 
the preceding season), made a tour through that country; 
that he had secured to his interests, and attached tu his per- 
son (I do not recollect tho exact expression, but the meaning, 
and, I believe, the words were), the most distinguished citi- 
eens of Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Teri'itoi'y of Oi'lenns ; 
that he had inexhaustible resources and funds; that the army 
of the United States would act with him; that it would ber» 
inforced by ten or twelve thousand men from the above-men- 
tioned States and Territory ; that he had powerful agents in 
tho Spanish territory, and ' as for Miranda,' said Mr. Burr, 
&cetiously, ' we must hang Mii-anda.* In the course of scv- 
oral conversations on this subject, he proposed to give me ■ 
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distinguished command in bis army ; I underBtood him to say, 
tlie acL-ond commnnd. I nstcd him ivho would commnnd in 
oliipf. Ho sniii, General Wilkinson. I ohservc^. tliat it wag 
ungular he shonld count upon General Wilkinson ; iho dis- 
tingnished command and high trust ho held under govei-n- 
tnent, as ilie comuiandcr-in-diief ofour army, and as governor 
»r a province, tie would not be apt to pnt at hazaid for any 
prospect of piocnriuus nggrandizoiiient. Cotonol Burr slated 
that General Wilkinson baliinoed in ihc confidence of his 
couuti-y ; that it was doubtful whether ho would much longei 
retain the distinction and confidence he now enjoyed ; and 
tliat he was prepared to secure to himself n permanency. 1 
asked Colonel Burr if lie knew General Wilkinson. He smd, 
yes; and echoed the question. I told him tli.it twelve years 
ago I was at the same time a captain in the wing of the legion 
of tlie United Slates, which General Wilkinson commanded, 
bis acting brigade-major, and aid-de-camp, and that I tliought 
I knew him well. Ha asked mc, wlml I knew of General Wd- 
kinson. I said, I knew General Wilkinson would act ns lieu- 
tenant to no man in existence, ' You arc in an error,' saic 
Mr. Burr, ' Wilkinson will act as ticntcnant to me.' From Uk 
tenor of much conversation on this subject, I was prevailed on 
to believe that llio plan of levolution meditated by Colonel 
Burr, and communicated to me, had been concerted with 
Genei'al Wilkinson, and would liave his cooperation ; tor Col- 
onel Burr repeatedly, and very confidently expressed his be- 
lief, that the jnflitence of General Wilkinson with his army, 
tbe promise of double |>ay and r.itions, the ambition of his 
officers, and the prospect of plunder and military achieve- 
luenls, would bring the nimy generally into the mcascirc. I 
pass over here a convcisalion which took place between 
Colonel BuiT and myself ies[icctiag a central revolution, 
as it is decided to bo irrelevaul by the opinion of tlie 

"Mr. Hay, — You allude to a revolnlion for overthrowing 
tlio government at Wasliington, and of revolutionizing the 
flBstem States." 

**I was passing over tliat to come down to tbe period when 
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I supposed he had relinquished th.it design, and adhered tn 
the project of revolutionizing the West." 

" Mr, WicKiiAM. — What project do you menu ?" 
" A cenlrnl general revolution. I wna llioronglily con- 
vinced myself that sueh a project wns nh-eady so far organ 
ized as to be dnngerons, and that it would require mi cfforl to 
suppress it. For in nddilion In positive assnranues that Colo- 
nel Bun- liad of nssistancc nnd co&peration, he said that thp 
vast extent of territory of the United States, west of the Al 
leghany moinitains, which offered to adventurers, with a view 
on theniinesof Mexico, would briM<;voUinteers to his standard 
from all quarters of the Union. The situation which these 
comnuniualionii, and the imju-essions they made u|)on me^ 
placed me in, was peculiarly delicate. I had no overt act to 
produce against Colonel Burr. He had given me nothing 
upon paper ; nor did I know of any person in the vichiily who 
had received similar communications, and whose testimony 
might support mine. Ho had mentioned lo mo no pci-son aa 
principally and decidedly engaged with him hut General Wil- 
kinson ; a Mr. Alston, who, I aflerward learned, was his son- 
in-law ; and a Mr. Ephraini Kibby, who, I lennicd, was late a 
captain of rangci-s in Wayne's army. Of General Wilkinson, 
Burr said much, as I have stated ; of Mr. Alston, very little, 
but enough to satisfy me that ho was engaged in the project ; 
and of Kihby, he said that he was brigade-major in the Wcin- 
ity of Cincinnati (whether Cincinnati in Ohio or in Kentucky, 
I know not), who had mnoh influence with the militia, and had 
already engaged the majority of the brigade to which he be- 
longed, who were ready to march at Mr, Buri-'g signal. Mr. 
■ Burr talked of this revolution aa a matter of right, inherent !n 
the people, nnd constitutional ; a revolution which would 
ratlior bo advantageous than deti-imentnl to the Allantio 
States; a icvolution which must eventually take place; and 
for the operation of which the present oiisis wus peonliarly 
favorable. lie said there was no energy to be di'oadcd iu the 
general government, and his conversations denoted a confi- 
dence that his arrangements were so well madu that he shuuM 
meet with no opposition at New Orleans, for the army and 
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tiwf e.tkena of that place were now ready to reoeivo him 
On the solitfiry gioiind upon (vhioh I stood, I was at a low 
how lo conduct myself, lliough at no loss as ifsjiected my 
duty. I durst not |ilaoo my lonely testimony in the balanoo 
at^inst till! weight of Colonel Biirr'a character ; for by tuming 
the tables upon mo, which I thought any man, onpable of such 
B project, was very capable of doing, I sbonid sink under tbo 
tveight, I resolved therefore with myself to obtain the re- 
moval of Ml'. Unrr from this country in a wfty honorable to 
him ; and on thia I did consult him, without his knowinir my 
motive. Accordingly, I waited on the President of the 
United States, and ufler a dcanltory conversation, in which I 
aimed to draw his view to the westward, I took the liberty of 
auggestitig to the Pieaident that I thought Colonel Burr 
onght to be removed from the country, because I considered 
him dnngerous in it. The President a8kod nhere wo should 
send him ? Ollior places might have been mentioned, bnt I 
believe that Paris, London, and Madrid, were the places which 
wero particularly named. The President, withont positive ex- ' 
preuioii (in suoli a. matter of deliuacy), signiRod thnt the trust 
was too important, and expressed something like a doubt 
abotit the integrity of Mr. Bmr. I frankly told the President 
that perhaps no {wrson had stronger grounds to suspect that 
nitegiity than I had ; but that I believed his pride of :imbition 
had flo predominated ovor his other passions, that when placed 
on an eminence, and jiut on Ids honor, a respect to hijnself 
would secure liis fidelity. I perceived tiiat the subject was 
dtiugrecablc to the Piesidenl, and to bring him to my point 
in the shortest mode, and at the same time point to the dan- 
ger, I said to liini thnt I expected that wo should in eighteen 
months have an insurrection, if not a revolution, on the waters 
of tbe Mississippi. The President said he had too much con- 
fidence in tho iuformation, the integiity, and attachment to 
the Union of the citizens of that country, to admit any appre- 
hensions of that kind. The circumstance of do interiogatoriea 
being made to mo, I thought imposed silence upon ine at that 
time and place. Hero, sir, I beg indulgence to declare my 
notivea for recommending that gentleman to it foreign miasiotf 
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■t that lime ; and in tlio soloranhjr with which I stand here, 1 
declare that Colonel Burr was neuti'sl in my feolings ; that it 
was ihiOLigh no attachment to him that I made tliat Biiggi!» 
tion, but to avert a great national calamity wliiuh I Ktw ap- 
proaching ; to ariest a tempest which seemed lowering in the 
West ; and to divert into a channel of usefulness those con- 
sunimate talentii, which were to mount *the whirlirind and 
direct the storm.' These, and these only, were my reasons 
for malting that recommendation. 

" About the time of my having wiuled on the President, or 
a little before (I can not however be positive whether before 
or after), I determined at all events to have some evidence of 
the integrity of my intentions, and to fortify myself by the ad- 
vice of two gentlemen, members of the House of Representa- 
tives, whose friendship and coiitidence I had the honor long 
to retain, ajid in whose wisdom and integrity I had the utmost 
faith and reliance. I am nt liberty to give their names if 
required. I do not distinctly recollect, biil I believe, that I 
had a conversation with a Senator on the fiubjocU I devel- 
oped to them all Mr. Burr's plana. They did nut seem much 
alarmed. 

" Little mora pa^cd between Colonel Burr and myself, rel 
evant to this inquiry, while I remained at Washington ; yet, 
though I could perceive symptoms of distrust in him toward 
mc ho was solicitous to engage me in^lm western plans, 

"I returned to Massachusetts, to my own concerns, and 
thought no more of Colonel Burr,or his projects, or levolu- 
lions, until, in October last, a letter was put into my hands at 
Brumfield, from Mr. Belknap, of Marietta, to T. £. Dauielson, 
of Bi-umfield, stating that Mr. Burr had contracted for boats 
which were building on the Oiiio." 

The cross-examination of this witness elicited nothing of 
importance. Colonel Burr took caro to bring out the fact 
that General Eaton, who had been clamoring in rain for a sek 
tleuient of his accounts for many months, was paid the sum 
of ten thousand dollai-s a few weeks after making the deposi- 
tion respecting his conversation with Burr. That deposition 
appeared during the delirium of the public mmd in January, 
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fffiile CuiLgreM was debating tlie siispenaion of tlio IIal>6ai 
Corpus, and while the military coiupanina of New York, Pbil- 
■delpliia, Baltimore, and Boston wore offering tboir services 
totljo President in defense of a (ioiintrysiip|Hised to be thrcatr 
cned, nt ouuo by foreign and domestio foes. Colonel Burr, 
by a quiet question or l\ro, also called nttenlion to tliu nbsnrd- 
ity of a man's setting up for a patriot who tried to indiioc the 
President to promote ii traitor to liigli nnd responsible oflicfl, 
and wiio, cngniEant of that traitoi's fell dei'i'^ns, coidd go 
borne and ihinlc no more aliont tlicni ! Kolhing but the ex- 
dlemcnt whieli pvcvnilcd in the spring of 1607 eoiild have 
blinded people to tlie palpable and gioss iiicconcilabiliiies of 
£aton'ii testimony. 

Comiaodoro Truxton was the next witness. He testified 
that Colonel Burr had explained to him his designs upon 
Mexico, and hU intention to settle the lands on the Washita, 
and had invited liini to join ; but he had dedinc-d. " i asked 
him," said the commodore, " if tiio executive were pnvy to or 
concerned in the piojoct. IIo answered, emp/Mtically, that 
ho was yoT." The following is part of Commodore Truston'« 
testimony : 

Truxlon. — Colonel Bnrr said, tliat after the Mexican expe- 
dition, he intended to provide a formidable navy, at the head 
of which ho intended to place mo: that ho intended to estab- 
lish an ijidependent government, and give liberty to un en- 
•laved woi'ld, I declined his propositions to me at first, 
because tlje Piosidcnt ivaa not \ir\vy to the project. He 
Asked me the best mode of attacking the Havana, Cartlia- 
gena, and La Vera Cruz ; but spoke of no particular force. 

Question by Colonel Burr. — Do you not recollect my tell- 
ing you of the propriety of private expeditions, undcrlakea 
by individuals in case of war ; and titat thero had been such 
in the lato war, nnd that there is no legal restraint on sacb 
nxpeditions ? 

Mr. Hay objooted to this question as improper. 

Colonel Burr insisted on its piopricty, and that the gentle* 
men for the prosecution had set an example far beyond it. 

Commodoro Truxton answered — You said that Wilkinaon, 
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the army, and many of ilic officers of tlic navy would jcfa, 
ftnd ynu sjioke higliiy of Lieutenant Jones. 

Colonel Bni-r. — Were wc not on tonus ^1" Jnliniacy ? Waa 
tbcro any rcsci'vc on my part, in our frcqui-iit cunv(.-i's:itions? 
and (I'kI you ever licar me express any iiitmition or iteullment 
respecting a division of the Union ? 

Answur. — We wero vciy intimate. Tlicrc seemed to bene 
reatrve on yoiw part. I never lieaid you epoak of a diviHion 
of the Union. 

ColonL'l Burr. — Did I not stnto to you lliat tlio Mexican 
expedition would be very beneficial to iliis ooiuUry ? 

Ansuer. — You did. 

Colonel Burr. — Had you any serious doubt as to my inten- 
tion to settle thosu lands? 

Ansncr. — 80 far from that, I was astonislied at llio intelli- 
gence of your having different vicwii, contained in news- 
papers received from the western country, after you went 
thither.* 

Peter Taylor, formerly a gardener on Bleinierhassctt Island, 
was next examined. The only part uf his cviilcnco which 
threw liylit on the cnse, w.is a convei-aalion wliicli liad taken 
place between himself and Blcnncrhnssett in October, 1806. 
About that time, said Taylor, Btcnnorlmssetl " began to in- 
quire for young men that had rifles; good, oi-derly men, that 



' It is rig^it to add tlut CommoiIor« TraxtDn'a cridenco ia conGnnEd bf 
Qencrol Adair, wlia wns tborouglily poasosscd of Bun's real di^igtis; Adair 
WM BOl csniDiDOd on tlio Irinl, but lio wrob?, in UarL'li; ISOT, iho liilloirilig 
BtatcmoDt: ''So Gir oa I know or bclicvo of tlie iiitcuiona of Cobriol Burr 
(and niy cneniies will agree I am not iKnoraol OQ this snbjocL), Uiey w«re to 
prcixvo and lead do expedition Into Uoxini, predicated on n wiir between the 
two govcninients ; wiiliout u war lis knew Uo could 1)0 nolliing. Od this 
war tiiking plnco lio calculalod willi cortaintj, as well from llio poYwj of tlie 
measure at tlils lime dk Trom llio positive asenrnnccs of 'WilldDsen, wbo 
seemed to linvc llic pawcr to force it in Lis own liands. TliJs eonliaucd to 
be tlio oljjiXTt of ColoQcl Burr until be beard of tba venal and Bhonicrul bar. 
gnia mado by Wilkinson at tbo Sabine river ; tbts inforniDtlaa ho rcceivoi) 
soon after tbo attoinpt to arrest liim in Frankf'ul He tbi^n lumcd bis attea- 
tion altoj^tlier toward atrengthcning bimself on tbo Wasbit.i, and waitia^ > 
Dure tavorable crisis." 
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voiild bu (tonfonaable to order and iliscijitino. He allowed 
lliat Colonel Burr and-Jte and a few of liis friends, hod bought 
eight hundred thousand acres of land, and they wanted young 
men to settle it. He said he would give any young mnn who 
would go down the river one hundred acres of land, plenty 
of grog and victuals while going down the river, and three 
monllis' provisions after they had got to the end; every 
young man must have his rifle and blanket. I agreed to go 
luysclt^ if I eould carry my wile and family, but he said he 
must have further consultation upon that. When I got homo 
I began to ihiuk, and asked bira, what kind of seed we should 
carry with us ? He said we did not want .iny, the people had 
seeds where we wore going, I urged that enljecl to him sev- 
eral times ; at last bo ma<lc a suddcD pause, and said, ' I will 
tell you what, Peter, we are going to take Mexico ; one of the 
finest and ndiest places in the whole world.' lie said that 
Colont^I Burr would be the king of Mexico, and Sirs. Albion, 
daughter of Colonel Burr, was to be the queen of Mexico, 
whenever Colonel Burr died. He said that Colonel Burr bad 
made fortunes for many in his lime, but none for himself; but 
DOW be was going to make something for himself. He said 
that he had a great m.iny friends in the Spanish territory; no 
loss than two thousand Roman Catholic priests weio engaged, ~ 
fnd that all their friends too would join, if once be could get 
to tliem ; that the Spaniards, like the French, had got dissatiK- 
fied with their government, and (lanted to aicap it. He told 
me that the British also weie friends in this piece of business, 
IU)d ibat be should go to England, on this piece of business, 
fir Colonel Burr. He asked me if I would not like to go to 
England. I said I should certainly like to see my friends 
there, but would wish to go for nothing else. I then asked 
him wliat was to beuome of tlie men who wei'c going to settle 
the lands be talked about ? Were they to stop at the Red 
River, or to go on ? He said, ' O, by God, I tell you, Peter, 
every man that will not conform to order and discipline, I will 
«tab ; you'll see how I'll fix them ;' lliat wlicn ho got them 
bt enough down the river, if they did not oonroriu to order 
and discipline, he swore by God he'd stab them. I was aslon- 
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Uhed : I toM him I was no soldier, and could not figlit. He 
Riud il made no odds ; he did not ivant Jke to 6ght ; bo wnnted 
me to go and live with Mrs Blennerhassclt nnd the dnldi-en, 
either at Natdiez, oi- some other plaee, while he went on the 
expcdiiiun. I talked to him again, and told tiim the people 
had got it into their hemU that be wanted to divide the 
Union. He said Colonel Bmr and he could not do it them- 
eelves. All they coidd do was to tell tlie people the eonso- 
qneneo of it. He said the peo|ile there paid tlic govei-nment 
upwni-rl of four hundred thousand dollars a year, and never 
received any benefit from it. He allowed it would be a very 
fine thing if they conld keep that money among tliemsekea 
on this side the mountains, and make locks, and build bridges, 
and cut roads." 

The witness further testified that he had never chanced to 
see Colonel Burr on the iiihind, and that the preparations made 
there for the expedition were merely the drying of com and 
the pniiking of provisions. There wa^ no " warlike array." 

Tho Morgans, father and two eons, iveru then examined. 
They testified as stated in the former ch.apter. 

Jacob Allbright was next called, and ledoffthns: "The 
first I knew of this business was, I was hired on the island to 
help to build a kiln for drying toin ; and after working soma 
time, Mrs. Blennerliassett told me that Mr. Blennerhassett 
and Colonel Burr were going to lay in provisions for an army 
for a year. I went to tho mill, where I carried the com to 
be ground after il had been dried, I worked four weeks in 
that business on the island. Ln&t fiill (or in September), 
after Blenncrliassett had come home (he had been promising 
mo cash for somu time), I slept tip to him. Ho had no money 
at the time; but would pay mc next day, or soon. Says ho, 
'Mr. Allbright, you are a Dutchman,' But he .isked mo first 
and foremost, whether I would not join with him and go 
down the river ? I told him I did not know what they were 
upon ; and he said, ' Mr. AUbnght, we are going to settle a 
new country.' And I gave him an answer that I would not 
like to leave my &mily. He said he did not want any faml 
lies to go along with him. Then ho said to me, ' You ore a 
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d a common man ; anO as tlio Dutch are apt ta 
be scared by liigli men, if you'll go lo New Laneastei', where 
the Dutch live, and get rae twenty or thirty to go wllh us, 1 
will give you ns many dollars.' New Lancaster ivaa some di* 
tanco off. I went home then, and gave him no answor upon 
Ihat. In n few days aller the boats came and landed at the 
island. Tlio snow was about two or three inches dcfp, and I 
went out a hunting, I was on the Ohio side ; I met two men ; 
I knew they belonged to the boats, but I wanted to lind out ; 
and they naked me whether I had not given my consent to go 
along with Blennerhni^sctt down the liver? As we got into 
a conversation togetber, they named themselves Colonel Burr'a 
men, belonging to tho boats, landed at the island. When 
they a»ked me whether I hn<l not consented to go down with 
Blenuevhassctt, I put a question to them. I told them I 
did not know what thoy were about ; and one of the gentle- 
men told me they were going to lake a silver miue from the 
^HinUh. I asked the gentlemen whether tlicy ironld not 
allow that this would raise war with America ? They replied, 
no. Tliey were only a few men ; and if they went with a 
good army, they would give up the country, and nothing more 
said about it. These men showed me what fine rifies they 
had going down tho river with them." 

The witncsH testiGed further that the men assembled on 
the island were armed with rifles and pistols, accoiding to the 
otutom of the country. There were no bayonets; no un- 
nsnal stove of powder or bullets; no military drill or organi- 
zation. 

Bleoncrli asset I's groom gave similai' testimony. Tl)e build- 
ing of the boats and the purchase of piovisiuns were proved 
by the pei'sons concerned In Lh use transactions. Dudley Wood- 
bridge, partner and agent of Blcunerhassctt, tcstiHed, that 
thai gentleman was worth, exclusive of his island and his five 
negroes, not more than seventeen thousand dollars ; that he 
was totally imacqaaintcd with military affairs; that he was so 
iJiort^ghted as not to bo able to distinguish a man from 
% borso at the distance of ten paces ; and that the greator 
jjUtt cf the expense incurred 's buying the provisiona and 
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buildiug the boats, nas paid, not by Blcnncrhnsset, but b) 
Burr. 

The evidence of ihc nllesed overt act here vested. It i« 
not necessary to say that no overt act bad been ])roved 
nothiug like an act of treason had been proved. The proso- 
cntion being now about to introduce evidence collatfi'al and 
indirect, lliu counsel for tlia defense objected. Hero ihey had 
resolved to take a position, and try all liio resoiirees of their 
t.tlcnl?, their learning, and tlioir jion'era of endin'.nnce, in resist- 
ing the introduction of one word more of testimony, nnlesfl 
to prove the overt net. It was the 20lh of August (and tha 
■eventecnlh day of tlic tri.il) when tlic debate on lliia ques- 
ti<H) began, and it lasted nine days. It was, duiibiless, the 
finest di:<|ihty of legal knutvlcdgo and ability of wliiili the his- 
tory of the Amenean bar can boast. The report of it Gtls 
a largo volmnc. It all tnrns upon the simple question so 
often stated, whether, until l\\o /act of a crime is proved, any 
thing may be heard re-tpccling the gnilty intention of the 
person accnscd. Tlio connisel for the defense contended, first, 
that no overt act had been committed; and, seeondly, tliat if 
an overt act had been commiUed, the evidence pointed to 
BleDncrhossctl as the principal, and to Burr ouly as a possible 



Wickli.am, Martin, Hay, Randolpli, Botts, MacKae, all won 
honor in lliis keen encounter ; but as they confined themaelvea 
chiefly to the law of the question, and aimed solely to con- 
vince the clear-headed jiidgo who was to decide it, their 
speeches are nni intercstin|r, nor always intelligible to the an* 
professional reader. In the popular view, William Wirt was 
the hero of the occasion. One famous passage in one of fata 
vpeeclicB in this debate, has obtauied the last honoi's of Amer- 
ican literature — it has got into the school-books, and is de- 
claimed on exhibhion (lays. Perhaps nothing ever written 
about Aaron Burr has done more to make and keep him odi- 
ous than this piece of fluent, sounding rhetoric. Familiar ai 
it is to many readers, whom it has aided to carry off the hon- 
ore of llie platform, it must be printed here once muro ; acC 
printed entire. 
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" Hiiving shown, I think," said Mr. Wirt, " on ihn gronn3 
af'/cite, lliat the pHsoner can not he considered ns an acceraorr, 
let mo press the inquiry, whether on the pronnd of rentoit 
he lie a piincipnl or nn accessory; and remember that Ills 
project was to neizc New Orleans, separate the Union, and 
erect an independent empire in the West, of whldi ho was to 
be the cliicf. Tliis was the destination of llie plot, and the con- 
claaion of iho drama. Will any man say that Blenncrhassetl 
was the principal, and Burr but an accessory ? Who will !>»■ 
lieve tlmt Bnrr, the autlior nnd pi'djector of the plot, who 
raised the force", who enlisted the men, nnd who procured thb 
flmds for carrying it into execution, was made a cat's paw off 
Will any man bcHcve that Burr, who is a soldier, bold, ardent, 
restless, and aspiring, the great actor, whoso brain oonceiveJ, 
and wlinse hand brought the plot into operation, th.it he 
shonld sink down into an accessory, and that Blenneihassett 
Bfaoald bo elevated into a principal 7 He would startle M 
once at the thought. Aaron Burr, the contriver of the whole 
oonspiraey, to everybody concerned in it was as the sun toth« 
planets vvhieli Burrotmd him. Did he not hind thctn in their 
respeclive orbits and give them their light, their heat, and 
their motion ? Yet he is to he considered nn accessory, and 
Blenncrhassett is to be the principal t 

" Let us put the case between liurr and Blenneihassett. Lei 
OS compare the two men and settle tlis question of prece- 
dence between thorn. It may s-avo a good deal of troublesome 
oeremony hereafter. 

"Who Aaron Burr is, we have seen in part .already. I will 
add, that beginning his operations in New York, he associatf!* 
with liini men whose wealth is to supply the necessary funds. 
Possessed of the main spring, his personal lahor contrives all 
the machinery. Pervading the continent from New York to 
Nftw Orleans, ho draws into his plan, by cscry allurement 
which he cancontrivo, men of aH ranks and descriptions. To 
youthful ardor he presents danger and gloiy; to ambition, 
rank, and titles, and honoi-s; to avarice, the mines of Mexico. 
To each person whom he addresses ho presents the object 
idapted to his taste. His i-eoi-'iiti-ig officers aro apftoiiited. 
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Men are eognged throughout ibe continent. Civil life ia ra- 
deed quiet iijiun its enrfacc, bnt in ils bosom this man has con 
trivcd to deiKixit the materials wliiuh, witli the sllglitcst touch 
of his niftleh, protlnce nu explosion to simkc the conLiiient, All 
thU his restless mnUtion lina contrived ; nnd in the nnttniin of 
ISOti he goes forth for tlie Inst time to apply tills maleh. On 
his ot^cosion he mpets with Ulennerhnssett. 

"Who is Blcnncrhnssetl ? A native of Ireland, a man of let- 
ters, wto fled from the HtorniH of his oivn country to find quiet 
ill ours. His history sliou's tliat war ia not the natural clement 
of hie mind. If it had liL-en, lie never would have exchanged 
Ireland lor Aincrici. So far is an army from fm-nishing the 
■ociety natural and proper to Mr. Blennerhasseit's character, 
tiiat on his arrival in America, he retired even from the ]iopa- 
lalion of the Atlantic Stateti, and souglit quiet and solitude in 
the bosom of our u'cstern forests. But lie earned with him 
taste, and science, and wealth; and lo, the desert smiled! Pos- 
iessing himself of a beautiful island in the Ohio, he rears upon 
it a palaeo and decorates it with every romantic embellishment 
of fancy. A ehrnbbery, that Shensione might have envied, 
blooms around him. Music, that might have charmed Calypso 
and licr nymphs, is Ids. An extensive library spreads its ti'eas- 
urca before him. A philosopliiL-al apparatus oflera to liim all 
the secrets and mysteries of nature. Peace, tranquillity, and 
innocence shed their mingled delights around him. And to 
crotvn the enchantment of the scene, a wife, who is said to be 
lovely even beyond hersex, and graced with every accomplish* 
nicnt that can render it irresistible, had blessed him with her 
lovo and made him the father of several children. The evi- 
dence would convince yon that this is but a fiiint picture of 
the real life. In the midst of all this peace, this innocent ^in> 
plit^ity and this tranquillity, this feast of the mind, lhi£ pun 
banquet of the heart, the destroyer eomes ; he enmcs to change 
this paradise into a hell. Yet the flowers do not wither at his 
appi'Oach. \o monitory shuddering through the bosom of 
their unfortunate possessor warnt, liim of the ruin that is cou> 
tag upon liira. A Etianger presents himself. Introdured tc 
tliiiir civilities by the high rank which he had lately held in bii 
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Conntr^, lie soon finds his way to their hearts, by the dignity 
nnd I'kgnncc of liis demeanor, iho liy;ht and bomty of his coi> 
vei-sation, and the seduilivo nnd t'asciualing power of his ad- 
dress. Tlie corqiieat was not difficult. Iniiocenco is ever pim- 
ple and urcdiiloiis. Conscious of no design itself, it stiKpecta 
none in olliers. It weai'S no guard before its breast. Ever; 
door and portal and .-ivvnne of llie heart is thrown open, and 
all who clioose it enter. Stidi was the Btate of Eden when the 
Beqtent entered its bowcrn. The pi isoner, in a more engnging 
form, winding liimself into the open and nnpraeticed heart of 
the unfortunate Blennerliassell, found but little difHuiilty in 
changing the native character of that heart and tlie objects of 
its affection. By degicos he infnaes into it the poison of hia 
own ambition. Ho breathes into it the tire of hisown conrngej 
a daiing and desperate thiiiit for glor}'; an ardor panting for 
great tnterprises, fur all the storm, and bustle, nnd hurricane 
of life. In a short time the whole man is changed, and every 
object of his former delight is relinqidshed. No more he en- 
joys the tianqnil scene: it has become Hat and insipid to hig 
taste. His books arc abandoned. Ilts retort and crucible are 
thrown a^de. His shrubbery blooms and brcatliex its fiit- 
grance apon the air in vain : he likes it not. His car no longer 
drinks the rich melody of mnsio; it longs for the trnmpeCs 
oiangor and the cannon's roar. Even the prattle of his bnbes; 
once BO sweet, no longer aSi'Cts him ; and the nngel sniilo of 
his wifi', which hitherto touched h\st bosom with ccslacy so un- 
npeakablc, is now unseen and nnfelt. Greater objects have 
taken possession of his son). His imagination has been d:izs)ed 
by visions of diadems, of slat's and garters, and titles of nobil- 
ity. Ho has been taught to burn with restless ernul.ition at 
the names of great heroes and conqucrom. Hi* enchanted 
inland is destined soon to relapse into a wilderness; and in a 
few months we find the beautiful and tender partner of hta 
bosom whom he lately ' permitted not the winds of snmmw 
•to visit too roughly,' wo find her shivering at midnight, on 
the winter banks of the Ohio, and mingling her tears with the 
totTcnt^, thai froze as they fell. Yet this unfortunate man, 
Qins deluded from his interest and Lis happiness, thus sedotwd 
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fi'oir. the palbfl of innocGnce and peace, tliQs conrminded intlte 
toils that were deliberately spread for him and overwhelmed 
by the mastering spirit and genius of another — this man, thus 
mined anu nndone, and made to play a aubordinaic part in this 
grand drarna of gnilt and treason — this man is to be called the 
principal offender, while he, by whom he was thus plunged in 
misery, is comparatively innocent, a mere accessory ! la this 
reason? Is it law? Is it humanity? Sir, neither the human 
heart nor tlie human underatanding will bear a perversion so 
moDsti'ous and absurd ! so shocking to the soul I so i-evolting 
to reason ! Let Aaron Burr then not shrink from the high 
lestination which he has courted, and having already ruined 
BIcnnerhaasett in fortune, character, and happiness tor ever, 
let bim not attempt to finish the tragedy by thrusting that ill- 
feted man between himself and punishment. 

"Upon the whole, sir, reason declares Aaron Burr the prin- 
tdpal in this crime, and confirms herein the sentence of the law; 
and the gentleman, in saying that his ofiense is of a derivative 
and accessorial nature, begs the question and draws his con- 
clusions from what, instead of being conceded, is denied. It 
U clear from what has been said, that Burr did not derive bis 
goilt from the men on the island, but imparted his own goilt 
to them; that he is not an accessory, but aprindpal; and 
therefore, that there is nothing in the objection which demands 
t record of their conviction before we shall go on wiili our 
proof against him." 

In curious contrast with this oration is a passage in a letter 
from Mrs. Blennerhassott to her husband, written on the 3d 
of August, which he received during the debate of which Mr. 
Wirt's brilliant fiction was a part. He might, indeed, have 
been reading it at the very moment that Wirt was in the full 
flow of his oratorical romance. "Apprise Colonel Burr," 
she wrote, "of my warmest acknowledgments, fur his own 
and Mrs. Alston's kind remembrance ; and tell him to assure 
ber she has inspired me with a warmth of attachment which 
never can diminish. I wish him to urge her to write to me." 

In contrast only less sti'iking is the diary of Mr. Bleoner 
busctt, which he kept duriug the trial, while be was in ooa 
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SnemeriL When BleiiLeihassett wrote Ine passngos about 10 
be qiintcit, hu Wits nlrcady in c1i$|>iitQ witli Burr nnd wUb AJft 
tOD ruii])i'i:ling tlio proper apportionment of tlicir common pe- 
DUninry Ions. Yet he could writu of lilrn in terms like these: 
"The vivacity of Bun-'s wit, nnd the cxcrciao of his proper 
talcnie, now constantly solicited here, (at Itichmond) in pri- 
Vile nnd pnblic exhibition, whllo tlicy display liis powers and 
addrew iH the levee and the bar, must t'ngiosa more of his 
time tlinii he can spare from the dcninnds uf other gratificii- 
lions; while they display him li> llio pager eyes of the miilli- 
tudi>, liko a fnvorilc gladiator, measuring over the arena of hiii 
feme witli -firm step and manly grace, the pledges of easy 
victory." 

"I viiiiled Burr tliia morning. He is as gay as usual, and 
aa busy in speculations on reorganizing liis projects for action 
as if he had never suffered the least interruption. He ob- 
served to M.ijor Smith and mc, that in six months onr schemes 
lou.d be nil remounted ; that we eoiild now new model ihem 
in a better mold tlmn formerly, having a better view of the 
ground, and a more perfect linowlodge of our men. Wc were 
ulcnt. It should yet be granted, that if Burr possessed sen- 
dbiliiy of the right sort, with one hundredth part of the en- 
ergies for which, with many, he has obtained such ill-:>ronuded 
eredil, liis first and la.'«t determination, with the morning and 
tbo night, should be tlio destruction of lliosu enemies who 
have so long and cruelly wreaked their malicious vengeance 
on him." 

** I was glad to find Buir bad at last thought of asking ua 
to dine with him, as I was rather curious again to see him 
abinc in a partic qaarritt consisting of new characters. We 
tbcroforo walked with Iiim from court; LuLher Klartin, who 
lives with him, accompanying tis. The dinner was neat, and 
followed by thi;fe or four sorts of wi.ie. Splendid poverty I 
Daring the cbit-clut, after the elolh was removed, a letter 
wu (landed to Burr, next to whom I sat, I immcdifttely 
•melt musk. Burr broke the seal, put the cover to liis ooBe, 
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tad ihen handed it to mo, Raying — 'This amounia to a dl» 
Hosure.' I smcllcd the pnper, and said, 'I tliink m,' The 
irholc pliyaiognomy of llie man now assumed an alteiation 
and vivacity tliat, to a Btinnger who had never seen liim bo- 
fore, wonid liave sunk full tjlloen years of his age, ' This,' 
naid he, 'reminds me of a detection very neatly practiced 
upon ino in New York.' (He tlicn related the story of lh« 
mnsk-sccnted note, given in a former diaptcr.) 

"Alter some time Martin and Prevost withdrew, and wa 
passed to tlio topics of our iatc adventiircs on the ]lli»sissip[H, 
in which Burr said htllg, but dculared he did not know of any 
reason to blame Geneial Jackson, of Tennessee, for any thing 
ho had done or omitted. But he declares he will not lose s 
day aflcr the favorable issue at the capitol (his acqulttat), of 
which he has no doubt, to direct his entire attention to set- 
ting up his projects (which have only been suspended) on a 
better model, ' in which work,' ho says, ' he has even hero 
made some progress.' " 

" I have seen a complete file of all the depositions, made 
before the grand jury, in Burr's possession. It must bo con- 
fessed that fan- other men, in his circumstances, could hare 
procured these documents out of the custody of oDices filled 
by his inveterate enemies. Burr asserted, to-day, in court, 
that he expected documents that would disqiialtly £aton as a 
witness." 

" As we were chatting, after dinner, in staggered the whol* 
rear-guard of Buir's forensic army — I moan, the celebrated 
Lutlier Martin, who yesterday concluded his fourteen hours' 
apeech. Uis visit was to Major Smith, but he took mo by the 
hand, saying there was no need of an introduction. I was 
too much interested by the httle I had seen, and tho great 
things I had hoard, of this man's powers and passions, not to 
Improve the present opportunity to survey him in every light 
iho length of his viijit would permit. 1 accordingly reoom- 
tnended oar brandy as supcnor, placing a pint-tumbler before 
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tiim, Nu Obremonies retarded tlio Hbntion ; no inqiiirios so 
licited him upon any stiljuct, lill appi'cliensiona of liis ivith- 
drawitj;; fiii,<;gcst(;d Romta tojiio to qtiic-t liim on liis scat. 
Were I now to montion only tliu siilijccts of law, politics, 
Dews, ci Vetera, on tvliicii lie deapanted, I slioiild not be be* 
licved. vv)ii>n I siiid his visit did not exceed tliirty-tivo minutes. 
Imnginc n man cnpable, in tbat apace of lime, to deliv(!i' some 
acciiiitit of an entire week's proceedings in tiie trial, with ex- 
tracts from memory of suvornl speeches on both sides, inebid- 
iiig long ones from Ills own ; to reoitt: tmlf colmims verbalitn 
of a si'i'ioa of papers, of which lie said he is tho author; to 
oancatnro Jefferson; to give a history of liis acqnaintimce 
with linrr; expatiate on his virtues and siifTerings, mnlnt^ua 
his credit, cmbullish his fitme, and intcrapci-se the whole with 
senlcntioiis reprobations and praises of several other chnrao- 
ters ; somo estimate, with these prcpiirations, may be formed 
of this man's powers, wliioli aio yet sliaekled. by n pretei-nai- 
urat secretion or excretion of saliva which cmbarrossRS his de- 
livery. In this, his manner is rade, and his language ungi-am- 
matical ; tvhich is cruelly aggravated upon his bearers, by the 
verbosity and repetition of his style. With the warmest paa- 
Bions, that hurry Lini, like a torrent, over those charavtei-s or 
topiits that lie most in tlie way of thi-ir coui'sc, ho has, by 
practice, acquired the liwnlly of curbing his feelings, which he 
never suffers to charge the enemy till broken by tho superior 
Itumbcrs of his arguments and authorities, by which ho always 
Dut-Sunks him, when he lets loose the reserve upon the center, 
with redoubled impetuosity. Yet liincy has been denied to 
his mind, or grace to Ills person or liabits. These are gross, 
and inca|inblc of restraint, even upon tho most solemn pubtio 
oDCUsions. This is, at all times, awkward and disgusting. 
Hence, his invectives are rather coarse than pointed ; Ids el^ 
logiunis more fulsome than pathetic. In sliort, every trait of 
his portrait may be given in one word — he is ' l/ie T/ieraUea 
Hfthe law.'" 
• « s • s • 

" Wilt spoko very much to engage the fancy of his hearen, 
lo-day, without affecting iheir nndoi'standinj'. For he oaa 
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Dot reason npon tlio facts bcfoi'e him, and can no moro o^ 
duct a \n\v nrq;iimcnt than I couH raise a tcmplu ; ns J'lniua 
says of tlio 1;ing: 'TIiq featlicr tliat adoni.t liiiii «ir{)|ioits hia 
diglil; strip liitn of bis plumage, and yoii lix liim lo cnitii !' " 

» * » • « 

"I called on Burr tliis morning, when lie at fast men- 
tioned lo nie, dining a shoit tcte-a-ieto, lliat lie was prepar- 
ing to go lo England ; that the limn nas now nnspieioiia for 
him, and he wished to know whether I conid give hlin lellera. 
I answered that I supposed, when ho mentioned England, he 
meant London, as his business would probably bo with people 
in ofGce ; that I knew none of the present ministry, nor did I 
b«lievo I had a single acquaintance in liondon. He replied 
tliat he meant to visit every j>art of ihe country, and would 
be glad to get leiters to any one. I said I would think of it, 
that I might discover whether I had any friends ihcro whom 
it woold be an object worth his aUcntiou to know, and took 
leave. We can only conjeclurc hia designs. For my part, I 
am disposed lo sus^ieet that he \\nn no xerioiis intciH of rerir- 
ing any of his sjieculaliOns in America, or oven of returning 
from Europe if lie can get there," 

Thus lilennerhaasett. 

It may as well bo further stated, th.at Blonnerha-^sett was not 
[ ruined through his connection with Burr, but by his own indo- 
lence and folly, aided by Jeffei-son's embargo, and the war of 
1612. Alter the trial was over he went home to Itnd his ithrub- 
bery that Slicnstono might have envied, etc, hiid n'.aato by the 
Vandals of the Ohio river, who had taken advantage of the ma» 
tor's absence to gratify their abhorrence of elegance and taste. 
He removed afterward to Mississippi, where he bought u cot- 
ton plantation of a thousand acres, which his wife managed, and 
for a while made profitable. But the continuance of the nm- 
bargo, and the war which followed it, depiessed the cotton 
interest, and completed the ruin of the Blennerhassetta, 

If Blenuerhassett had never seen Aaron Burr, ho must have 
run through his fortune in afew years — for ho was living Jiu 
beyond his income, and was singalarly destitute of the abilit) 
lo add lo hia capital. Moreover, be probably lost less in pro- 
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rtion lo bis means l^an nny other of Burr's leading oonfed- 
erates. 

The passage fiom Mr. Win's speecli, wliioli is quoted above, 
always n{i|icaled etrongly lo Burr's sense of the ridiculous, II 
was a !)tanding joke with him for the real of his lifu. He 
laughi'd ovGi- l)ie recollcution of it a tliousand liiniiS. In the 
oonipnny nf familiar Cieiid?, he would repeat the most exag- 
gerated part-8 of the speecli, mid then narrate, with a kind of 
huinurons exnotness, llie actual tiicts of his connection with 
Bk'nncrhassett, which were as different from Wirt's version of 
tbcni as fuut i-ver is from romantic liction. 

But to return to the courtroom. 

On Saturday evening, August 211th, the great debate was 
concluded in an impressive speech by Mr. Itnndoipb. The 
court adjourned. On Monday moi-ning, the Chief Justice 
was re.idy with his decision, which every one fylt ivould de- 
cide the case, as well as the motion to exclude further testi- 
mony. An overt ai;t had oortiiinly not been shown ; and if 
the prosecution were debarred from .iddJng tcalimoriy shoiv- 
ing criminal intention, thu case must go at onco to the jury, 
who could not hesitate a moment to acquit the prisoner, Tho 
broathk-HS interest witli wliich tlio bar, the prisoner, and the 
auditory listened to the great judge's clear and cogent reaa- 
onlng, may be imagined. 

" The fjucBlion now to be decided," he began, "has been 
argued in a manner worthy of its importance, and with an 
earnestness evincing the strong conviction fu!t by the connsel 
on each side that the law iH witii them, A degree of elo- 
quence seldom disphiyed on any occasion, has embellished a 
solidity of argument and a depth of roseal'ch, by which the 
court I'.as been greatly aided in forming tho opinion it is about 
to deliver." With this brief introduction, he proceeded at 
once to grapple with the subject, and discussed it in so mas- 
terly a manner, that one ignorant of law may read the de- 
oiuon still with interest and pleasure, merely as nn e^^aay on 
lUo nature and evidenco of treason. Tho reading lasted 
Htsarly three hours. As ho was about to close, the Chief Just- 
■66 alluded to the remarks which had fallen from all the ooita 
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«el at diflei'ent limes, respecting the jooWica/ ooTTBiderattont 
which mijilit sway the mind of n judge in deciding a case lik« 
that tlien bcroie the courl. Tic maddthis nlhision with excel- 
lent taste mid judgment. The reader will jwnise with admi 
ration the ulusing paragraplis of this celebrated decision. 

"Mnch lias been said in the coarao of the argnmcnt on 
points on svhich the court feels no inclination to comment par 
ticniai'ly ; but whicii may, perhaps, not improperly reeeivt 
some notice, 

" That this court dnres not usurp power is most true. Thai 
this court dai'es not shnnlc from its duty is not less true, Ko 
man is desirous of placing himself in a disagiooable situation. 
No man is desirous of becoming the pecallar subject of cal- 
umny. No man, might he let the bitter cup pass from him 
without self-reproach, would drain it to tlic bottom. But if 
ho have no choice iu the case, if tlierc be no alternative pre- 
■euted to him but a dereliction of duly or the opprobrium of 
those who are denominated the world, he merits the contempt 
as well as the indignation of his country who can heutate 
which to eiubraco 

"That gentlemen, in a case the most interesting, in the zeal 
with which they advocate particular opinions, and under the 
conviction in some measure produced by that zeal, should on 
each side press their arguments loo far, should be impatient at 
any dclibei'ation in the conit, and should suspect or fear the 
operation of motives to wliich alone they can aseiibe that de- 
liberatiou, is ]}erhRps a fi-nilty incident to human nature ; but 
if any oonduct on the part of the court could warrant a Benti- 
ment that it would deviate to the one side or the other from 
the line prescribed by duty and by law, that conduct would 
be viewed by the judges themselves wiih an eye of extreme 
Mverity, and would long be recollected with deep and serioui 
regret, 

"The arguments on both sides have been intently and de- 
liberately considered. Those which could not bo noticed, 
since to notice every argument and authority would swell this 
opinion to a volume, have not been disregarded. The result 
of the whole is a convlci^n, as complete as the mind of tbi 
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8011^ is cap&ble of reoeiving on a complex flnbject, tbat the 
oiotian must pre vail. 

" No testimony relative to tho conduct or declarations of 
llio piisonor elsowlieio and Rtibseqiient to llie transaction on 
Bliinncrhassctt'fl Isiaiid i-an bcnilmitlcd; because audi testi- 
mony, being in its naluro merely corroboi-ativt, nnd incompc- 
',. vi to prove llie overt act in itself, is irrelevant unlil tliere l« 
firoof of the overt act liy two witnesses. 

" This opinion does not compreliend llio proof by two wit- 
..esaes tliat the meeting on Blennerlia»selt'8 lalanil was pro- 
Vtirod by the prisoner. On tliat point tlio court for tho pre* 
l-i\t withholds its opinion for reasons which iiave been already 
assigned; and as it is understood iVom the statements m.vle 
on the part of the prosecution that no such testimony exists. 
If there be sudi, let it be offered ; and tho court will decido 
upon it. 

"The jury have now heard the opinion of the eomt on the 
law of the ease. They will apply that law to tho f;ictfi, and 
will find a verdict of guilty or not gnilty as their own con 
sciences may direct." 

When the judge ceased, and tho irrepresmblo buzz of ex- 
citement which arose in the court-room had subsided, Mr. 
Hay requested time for himself and his associates to reflect 
npnn tho decision. No one objecting, the court udjounied 
Dntil the next morning, when Mr. Hay intimated his willing- 
ness to let the ca-'e go to tho jury without further remark. 
Tho jury retired, In a few minutes, they returned with tho 
following irregular verdict, which was read by the foreman : 

" We, of the jiny, any that Aaron Burr is not proved to bo 
guilty under the inriielment by any evidence submitted to na. 
We, therefore, find him not guilty." 

Colonel Burr rose .itiil, in n manner more liko rchcmencG 
than he had before exhibited, protested against the form of 
Iho verdict, and deinnnded that it be rendered in tho usuul 
terms. An auimaled conversation arose, in which prisoner, 
jndge, counsel, and jury, all took part; and, at length, as somw 
•f the jury would not conaent to an alteration, the matter wa« 
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nompromisod by accepting iliu verdict na rendered, but enter 
ing it on llio record, Mm[)ly, " not guilty," 

A mcsaengcvljorc tlie news of the ncqiiittat to Thcodosia, 
While lier tiitlier vras insisting upon liis right to a more ample 
vindi(»ition nt tlio hnnd^ of the jury, she \ea» writing the 
intelligence to n dear friend, the wife of one of her niother*a 
Bons, in whoso family archives it is slill preservcil, I nm per- 
mitted to copy the part of it which relates to Colonel Bnrr : 

"I have lliis moment received a message from cmirt an- 
nonncing to mc that the jnry lias hrought in a verdict of ao- 
qnittal, and I hasten to inform yon of it, my dear, to allnyUie 
anxiety which, nitli even more than your usual sweetness, 
yon have expressed in your letter of the 23d of July. It 
afflicts me, indeed, to think thnt you xhould hnve suffered so 
mueli from sympathy with tho imsgiDed state of my fuolinga 
— for tho knowledge of my fiilher's innocence, my ineffable 
contempt for his enemies, and the elevation of his mind, have 
kept inc above any sensations bordering on depression. In- 
deed, my father, so fur fioni a<i(;cpting of sympathy, has con- 
tinually animated all around him ; it was cumniuti to see Ilia 
dcs|>onding friends filled with alarm nt some new oLcni-reDce, 
terrified with some new appcaranco of danger, tly to him in 
SMirtiii of encouragement and support, and laughed out of 
their fears by the subject of them. This I have witnessed 
every day, and it almost peranaded mc that he possessed the 
secret of repelling danger as well as apprehension. Since my 
residence here, of whicli some days and a night were passed 
in the penitentiary, our little family cii-ulc has been a scene of 
un interrupt oil gayety. Thus you see, my lovely sister, this 
visit has been a real party of plcasiue. From ninny of the 
BrGt inhabitants I have received the most unremitting and 
delicnlo attentions, sympathy, indeed, of any I ever expcri 
onccd," 

The news was received liy Mr. Jefferson with very different 
fcelintrs. He wrote immediately to Mr. Hay, telling liim to 
Ut no witness depart without taking a copy of his evidence, 
which, said he, is "now more important than ever!*' thus in- 
timatiug, that tht real object of the prosecntiun was Lot bo 
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mttoh to convict Aaron Burr of trenson, n§ to acqnit ThamaH 
Jeflbi-sim of {trcuipttntc anil riiiiciilons credulity. " The ciim- 
inal," contiiiiii'tl llic President, "is prcserveil to lieiwme tlio 
rally i ng-j)" ill t of nil llic di-saffuutod anil worthless of tlie Unilod 
Btalcii, and to lie tlic jtivot on whidi all the intrigues and con 
spirucics wliiuli foreign goveinmenta may winh lo diitttirb us 
with, arc to tiiin. If he is convicted of the niisdtrinvniior, tha 
judge must in drccncy give us respite by some sliort confine' 
ment of liiin ; 1>ui we must expect it to be very short. Ho 
awnied yoiii-seH; and communicnte the same nKsnraiiuG to your 
ootlcagiies, tlint yoin' and their xeal and altiiiticH have been 
dispt.iycd in this nffuir to niy enlho satisfaction and your own 
honoi'." 

But the prisoner was not uonvictcd of "the misdemeanor." 
The day alter being acquitted of treason lio was released from 
prison on b;iil, and the proceedings on iho charge of misde- 
meanor begun. Cdlonel Burr and his counsel contended, in a .-'- 
debate of nmny honrs, llul n man can not lawfully be tried 
twice for tlio same ofil-nsc ; and that the verdict of the jury 
entitled Iiiin lo a complete disclmrge. It was decided other- 
wise, Iioncver, and iho new tiinl lingered day aller day, week 
after week, with re.iins of argument upon every point, until 
the Innt tvcek in October. Wilkinson was examined, nnd told 
bis dtory. Much has been mndo by the friends of Burr of 
WilkiDHOJi's adiniitsion th.it hu made certain slight alterations 
in the cipher-letter, nnd then swore that his version of it was 
a true deciphciing of the original. The admission m.iy con- 
demn Wilkinson, hut does not exonerate Burr, because the 
tlterations ilo not affeet the general drift of the letter — do 
not alfcct the fact that Aaron Burr, who plumed himself upou 
his aoUliei ly lionor, tiled to induce a soldier to adopt a course 
of proceeding which was contrary to the known policy of the 
government, whose comnCssion ho held, and whoso nnilbrm ha 
wore. Not hastily would I condemn a man whose errors wei-o 
expiated as no man's ever were expiated before, and upon 
whom the craven rhetoridans have delighted to heap oppro- 
brious rpilhets. But so much must bo admitted: As long &■ 
tba cipher- letter, as deciphered by the grand jury, exists unex 
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plained, ho long mn&t Aaron Burr be denied & place in tb« 
catnloguc of those who have attempted great enterpi'ises by 
honnrublo means alone. 

IIo was ncqiiitted of the charge of misdemeanor, on the 
gi'oiiui) that the oflense waa not committed in Virginia, but in 
Ohio. Burr eommunicated the result to his daughter, wha 
hail I'Qturned to South Carolina, in these words: "AfUr all, 
this 18 a sort of drawn battle. The Chief Justice gave hia 
opinion on Tuesday. Al\er declaring that there were no 
grounds of suspicion as to the treason, he directed that Burr 
and Blennerhassett should give bail in three thousand dollars 
for further trial in Ohio, This opinion was a matter of regret 
and surprise to the friends of the Cliicf Jnstiee, and of ridicule 
to his enemies — all believing thnt it ivas a sacrifice of princi- 
ple to conciliate Jaci: Cade. Mr. Hay immediately said that 
he should advise the government to desist fro>n further 
fToaeeiUion. That he has actually so advised, there is no 
doubt." 

Thu5, eight months after his arrest in Alabama, and six 
months after the commencement of his trial at Richmond, ho 
was free once more. The trial had nut restored his sftoA i, 
name. The ardent Jefiersonians, and all who had any thing 
to hope from the liivor of ihe administration, denounced him 
without mercy or moderation — the papers in the interest of 
the government, of course, leading the cry. If the Federal- 
ists seemed to give him a faint support, it was only because to 
defend Burr was to disgust Jefferson, Ho. was a mined man, - 
There was no resource Ictl for him in his own country, even 
if there was a place in it where his person would be safe. 

Late in the autumn, he went lo Baltimore, where he was 
entertained in princely style by Luther Martin: Mr. Barney 
tells an anecdote or two respecting his stay in Baltimoi-c One 
day, while ho was dining with a large company at Lntlier 
Martin's iiouse, a military company, with a band playing a 
lively ail', passed the house. It v/aa supposed that the com 
pany intended to compliment Colonel Burr, who, accordingly 
rose from the table, threw open the window, and gracefully 
bowed to them. 



** Why, colont-l," exclaimed a humorous fellow in the room, 
" ihuy are playiug the Rogue's March, with charged bay- 



onets!" 
Thew 

itieir win 
officions i 



indows were quickly closed, the company returned to 
t, and voted the captain of the company to be a very 
individual. "The next day," continues Barney, 
" strolling down Market-street, arm in arm with my persecu- 
ted friend, Mr. Hughes overtook us. 'Colonel,' said he, 'poM 
Light-street without looking down — Fountain Inn ia sur- 
rounded by groups of your admiiiiig friends. Captain Fraily 
is out of uniform to-day, but there is a general desire mani- 
fested to give you a warm reception in dlizens' clothes. You 
must take your departure without further civil or military 
honors being conferred upon you,' With his accustomed ce- 
lerity of action and excellent judgment, the colonel called a 
hack and jumped into it. 

" ' Colonel, my friend Barney will accompany you. You will 
have a pleasant drive out to Herron's Run. I will secure a 
seat in the stage coach, lake charge of your baggage, swop 
yon for my friend Barney, bring him home, and send you on 
your way to rejoice escaping being hustled by a Baltimore 

" Colonel Burr intimated that he was too old a soldier to run 
away, in that manner, from a lawless mob. 'That is all fine 
bravado,' said Uugliea ; * Barney and I have no deure to slioot 
down, or bo shot by our fellow-citizens. You may throw your 
life away, colonel, but this bright world has too many attrac 
tiona for us to throw away onrs in defending you, when a 
pleasant ride of balf an hour will save you from danger, and 
restore us to our affectionate parents.' " 

He yielded, and was seen no more in Baltimore. 




At Lii.it. time, an now, Bi'itisli mail-packets sailed from New 
York and (;nlk>d nt HalifAx on their way to £ng1and. The 
Clcaiaaa was the pHckt;l foi- June, ]806. Among llie twenty- 
dx passengers who ovcrciowded the cabin ot' the Claj-tMa om 
that voyajjo, was a silent, reading, gentlemanlike person, who 
appeared in the passenger list aa G. S, Edwardg. He oooo- 
pied a third pait of a small state-room, and paid sixty guineai 
for his passage. Theie was no Mr. Kdwards on board when 
the ship left her wharf at New York, bnt a§ she lay at anchor 
one evening in the lower bay waiting for a fiur wind, a pilot- 
boat ssvept round her bows, and lay to while a skiA* conveyed 
mother passenger to her side. It was knotvn to no one bnt 
the captain that this passenger, announced as the expected 
Mr. Edwards, was Aaron Bnrr. 

For a month previous he had been concealed in New York, 
or ita viuinity, at the honses of his friends. Uis movementi 
during that period were shrouded in mystery. His conduct 
was that of a man fearing arrest for a capital ol!i.-nse, rather 
than that of one who had just been acquitted. Theodosia was 
in the city. Letters passed between the father and daughter 
daily, in wliich plans for meeting were discussed with the can- 
tion of conspirators. He wrote every note apparently in fear 
that it would be intercepted. " If we should not meet to-day," 
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he tel\» her in one occmiod, " I shall write something in whioh 
I shall Bpeak of you in the third person, under the name of 
Anne," 

During thin hnrned and anxious month he is atill his daugb- 
l«r'a tutor iiml thoughtful adviser. He gently reproves her 
for not acknowledging the receipt of each article of bis last 
Qacloaiire, and sitys tie thought sbo was long ago cured of that 
negligent way of answering a letter. He praises the fortitude 
with whioli she supports the ngony of the eoining separatioD. 
He Gomtnends her epistolary style. " There is," he says, " a 
selkiction, an energy, and aptitude in your expressions, which, 
to use the vulg.ir mnle slang, u not feminine." He tells her, 
thai while he is in Europe he may put her in correspondence 
irith literary charaotors, nnd cautions her against taking the 
tone of one who feels herself flattered by such a correspond 
ence. Of all animals, he says, authors are the vainest ; no 
enlogies of their works can be too gross, or too often repeated. 
Yet he advises her to be discriminate in her praise, selecting 
the real merits of a work for reraai'k, which will both prove 
her discernment and save her sincerity. All such letters, he 
adds, will be sure at some lime or other to get into print. 
He tenderly prepared her for the last interview, which he 
feared would be more than she oould bear. One whole night, 
he assures her, they shall be together before the final separa- 
tion. " Make haste," he said, " to gather strength for llie oo- 
oasion ; yonr efforts on the late interview were wonderful, and 
God grant they may not have exh.iusted you !" Tlio di-eaded 
evening amved. The last words of love, and griei; and hope 
*ere upoken; the father tore himself from his daughter's arms, 
and stole away to the boat thnt wan in waiting to convey hiiD 
down the harbor to the Jjong Island shore, 

BuiT used every precaution to conceal his departure. Ha 
led with 3frs, Alston the outline of a paragraph to bo set 
afloat in the papers alVcr the ship had sailed, to the effect that 
on a eorlain day Colonel Bnrr, witb one Frenchman and two 
Americans, had passed through a designated place on his way 
to Canada. He left the city on the Isl of June, hut the ship 
did not w\ till the 9th. Those days of wiuting he passed on 
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the sbores of the harbor, crossing occasionally from Long Iil4 
and to Staten iBlaot), and visiting such fiiends in the neigh- 
boi'ltood as were in his secret. Like a criminftl, lie fled from 
the country which had once delighted to honor hi ra — from 
the city in whose coungels his voice had been gmtential, and 
of wliose society he had been esteemed an ornament. 

At Halifax he received letters of introduction from Sir 
George Prevoet to his fumily and friends in England ; alsoi a 
passport certifying that "G. H. Edwards was bearer of dis- 
patuhes to the Right Honorable Lord Castlt^reagh, at whose 
office he was immediately to present himself on his arrival in 
London." Thirty-five days after leaving New York, the 
packet anchored in the harbor of Falmouth, and on the 16th 
of July, 1808, Colonel Burr was in London. On hia arrival, 
he was at once domeslicaLed in the family of the Prevosls, the 
relatives of hia late wife, and of Theodosia. 

On the very day which bronght Colonel Burr within sight 
of the c1iS!a of Albion, Joseph Bonaparte entered Madrid u 
King of Spain. This was the first public news of importance 
thai reached London afler Burr's arrival. He must have 
heard the inieliigence with dismay, for a man so acute as he 
must have discerned that such an event was death, or long 
postponement, to his dearest hopes. 

He went to Europe with the design of laying before the 
cabinet of England, or the Emperor of France, his plans for 
the independence of Mexico, and of procuring, at least, the 
authorization of one of them for carrying ont his schemes of 
personal aggrandizement and elevation in that country. But 
Joseph Bonaparte's assumption of the Spanish throne waa 
precisely the event, of all others conceivable, to absolutely 
close the ears of both govemmenlb to snch an apptiealion. 
England, before on ill terms with Spain, promptly took the 
part of the dethroned king, and sent the flower of her armies 
to the Peninsular war. England was publicly and irrevoca- 
bly committed to the cause of the exiled monarch, and, of 
course, to the integrity of hia dominions. To ask Napoleon's 
consent to the independence of Mexico would have seemed 
something like soliciting his consent to the partition of tba 
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French \n}ilre, Mexico was part of tho kingdom whiuh be 
ruled thrnvigh lits jrolher JoBcpb. Mexico was hin. If he 
bad been disposed to give it a\vay, an adventurer from fnr off 
America would not have been the selected recipient. A mul- 
titude of political combinations can be imagined wliioli wnnid 
have rendered one or the other of the hostile governments an 
eager listenei' to the bland and able representations of Anron 
Bflri'. Unfortunately for htm, perhaps unfoi'tunately for Mex- 
ico, aSairs took the turn which excluded his proposals even 
from consideration. 

But Burr was not a man to yield without an effort. He ' 
proceeded immediately to business. Ho had interviews with 
Mr. Canning, Lord Castlereagh, Lord Mulgravc, and many 
other official persons, to whom his plans were made known. 
He received not the slightest encouragement. One of his first 
letters to his danghter announced, that "Mexico had been 
abandoned." "This certainly was inevitable," replied the 
fond Thcodosia ; " but I can not part with what has so long 
Iain near my heart, and not feel some regret, xome sorrow. 
No doubt there are many other roads to happiuesn, bat this 
appeared so perfectly suitable to you, so complete a remune- 
ration for all tho past, it so entirely coincided with my wishes 
relative to you, that I cheiished it as my comfort, even when 
illness scarcely allowed me any hope of witnessing its cnn^ 
pletion. My knowledge of your character, however, consoles 
me greatly. You will not remain idle. The situation in 
which you are placed would excite npathy itself, and your 
mind needs no external impulse." 

It was not even certain that the adventurer would be per- 
mitted to reside in England. After a few weeks of active ex- 
ertion in London, he received one day, as he was leaving for 
the country, a very pointed request from Lord Hawkesbury, 
one of the Secretaries of State, that he should pi-esent himself 
forthwith at the Home Office. He went. What transpired 
ia not precisely known. But his right to live in England was 
to serionsly called in question, that lie was driven to demand 
it on the gronnd that he was born, and still remained, a Britiah 
tul^ecl. Lord Hawkesbury pronounced the claim mouslroui. 



But Barr waa tbe bettor lawyer of the two, and knev well 
the peculiaiities of Biitish laws lespecling citizenship. Th« 
quL'Etion puzeled the w!io1g cabinet, watt referred to the law 
ofEccrs of thu crown, aiid was some months in arriving at set- 
llemcnt. Mcatiwlule, tbe claimant lived and wandered iu En> 
glund at bia pleasure. Such a claim, from a man wbo bad 
been for four yeai's in arms against the King of England, and 
who bad filled the second ofhce in that victorious republic, 
whose creation dismembered the British empire, was an amu» 
ing instance of Buir'a lawyurly audacity.* 

Colonel Burr, tben, waa not a bistorical person in Europe, 
tbe great events of the time submerging his public sctiemes. 
Yet I tbinlt it worth while to narrate wiLh some minuteneas 
bis persoual adventures in the old world, because many of 
them were highly curious and characteristic, and tbe narraUve 
affords an occasional glimpse of the most stirring time Uiis 
century has known, 

Europe was iu arms. Every human interest was subordi- 
nate to the gigantic Napoleonic wars. Napoleon waa near 
the pinnacle of lus greatness. During this very autumn, 
Burr'0 first season in Europt, the French emperor was the 
central fignre of that dazzling congress of Erfuitb, where he 
HJid the Czar Alexander met on the rslt in tbe middle of the 
river, and vowed eternal friendship, two armies looking on. 
Baffled England was still resolute to burl the parvenu down. 
Before the year closed. Napoleon waa in Spain, driving before 
bim Sir John Moore and tbe Englisli army, in that terrible re- 
treat wliich Wolfe's song has made familiar to posterity; and 
England had diplomallzod a new coalition against the con- 
queror which summoned him from victory in the Peninsula to 



* The most absurd reports of bis designs in Eagluicl roacbed Americ*. 
JoffersoD wroU^, Oolober 17th, 1803 : " Burr is iu Londou, and ia gtviog oul 
(D bis triends that that gOTenmieQl afTors bim two miltiona of dollars ths mo- 
meot he am raiso an ensign o( rcbelljoa bs big as a bandlccrcbieC Some oT 
^ partisans will belis-e this, because tboj- wish it. But tbo«e wbo know 
bim beat vrill not believo it the more became be saTs it For mjveU^ «Ten tc 
hit mart flattering periods tf tba oonaplrac;, I never entartiuned a 
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natmj mare splendid on the Danube ; lo victory whicli plaovd 
the Attstrian cniptre nt his marey, and gave liiin the fatal hand 
or Haiie Loui««. Thu breach between KtiL;litnd and the Uni- 
ted Sin(c» was H'ideiimg, and the war of I81'2 was unstitig JU 
bRlofitl shadow befoi-e. The BiitisU atiauk on the Amot-ican 
fi'igate Clmeajtcake, and the consequent embargo, were reuent 
The pH«sage by Congress of tho non-intercoiirae act 
WM only one year ditnant. Comniunicalion with every pan 
of the woild was diDioult, and Inivt'lirig on the continent of 
Eiii'opi) n'Ets obstrnctod, where it was not imposiuble. During 
the years of Culotifil Burr's residence in Kurope, no essential 
ohange occurred in tlm politics or the position of the great 
powers. The world was tilled with the noise of war. 

Burr's xucoess in the society of the British metropolis nuj 
be c.illod brilliant. The men beat worth knowing were ftniong 
his intimate frieridH; and in the most exclusive circles he wu 
a frequent and welcome guest. His fame had gone before 
Inm. Ho was sometimes inlrodnced an "the eelubrnted CoW 
«nel Burr." His " affair with Hamilton" was well known in 
London, M were also his recent high rank in tlie United States, 
his downfall, nnd Iiis trial for treason. With many of the 
higher officers of the government we find him intimate during 
the whole period of his stay in Europe. He liud tho tntrie 
of Holland House, then the center of a brilliant opposition, 
and the resort of wit and genius. He was iuiimnte with the 
Karl of Biidge water, son of the carl liimous for his devotion 
to the canal system, Godwin was his frequent associati>, to 
whom be owed an acquaintance with Charles Lanib. There 
is this too brief narration of Lamb in Burr's Diary : " Agreed*^ 
with Hadanie Godwin for rendezvous at Mr. Lamb's rooms. 
He is a writer, and lives witli a m^den sister, also litcrui'Ci in 
s f'>«rtb story." Lamb was then but in his thirty-third year, 
and known only to a literary coterie. Faselt, the painter, was 
another of Burr's acquaintances in London. With the higher 
powers he had influence enough, during his first three months 
D England, to procure a midshipman's wanant for the son of 
ft lady whom he wished to oblige. The reader will, indeed, 
"baerve that into whatever city or ooimtry Colonel Burr went, 



he took Ilia place at once in itn highest circle, and asfocii 
chiefly with the people most truly emitieut. Thia was the 
case, too, whon his lodgings were not nameahle to West-End 
ears, when he Jived upon potatoes, and was hungry because 
his stoulc was gone, and hb exchequer, reduced to two half 
pence, could not afford a replenishment. 

Jeremy Bentham was Burr's dearest friend in England, 
though it was only by accident that he became acqaainled with 
him. Bentham was a man of fortimo who devoted the leisure 
that wealth confers to pursnits which dignify, if they do not 
justify, the possession of independent wealth. The ffreaiest 
happiness of the greatest number was a phrase which his youth- 
ful eye had caught from "the tail of one of Priestley's pam- 
phlets," and his life wasepent in writing treatises wliich applied 
that principle to the laws and institutions of Slates.* Tbfl 
philosopher was now mure than sixty years old, but (bo slow 
is the growth of a lasting fame), his works were known only 
to the thoughtful few. Burr used to say that no one in the 
United States appreciated Jeremy Bentham's ideas exoept 
himself and Albert Gallatin. To Theodoeia, in happier days, 
he bad been accustomed to apeak of Bentham as " second to 
no man, ancient or modern, in profound thinking, in logical 
and analytic reasoning." The fortunate accident which 
Drought him into personal relations with his favorite author 
b related by M. Dumont, who translated Bentham'6 works 
into French. 

" I have met," Wrote Dumont to Bentham, " with a person 
in London enjoying a celebrity which U somewhat embarass- 

• " BBDthiim himsol!; aod even the creed of Benlhom, seems to me compar* 
Btivel; wortbj of pruide. It is n dclenniDaCo being wlist all the world, in a 
cowardly. Iialf-atitl-lmlf nmimer, was tending to be. Let ua liave tlie crtas; 
wo Bliall Ijare either death or the aure I call tliis gross steatn-ongine atill- 
lorlamsm an appn)[tch toward new lu.iti. It is a lajiog down of cant ; > 
•ajing to one's self, ' Well, then, this world ia a dead iron nuwhine, the god 
of it Gravitation and ecIOah Hunger ; let us see what, bj checkiog and bal- 
Bucitig, and good adjuftmcnt of tooth aud pinion, can be mode of it" 
'iiamism has Bomethinf- cooipletc, manfU, la such foarlesa committal of it 
a what It Bnds true; you may coll it Heroic, tbougb s Heroisin vritb it 
l" — CXuiLTLi: Bawt anci Sav Wm-Aip. 
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ing to him, and from which he has retreated into a lapita. ..wo 
thousand leagues from Ills home. This is Mr. Edwai'ds in Lon- 
don ; in America, it wns Mr, Burr. We met at dinner — ao- 
ijiiaintance was soon established between us; and as soon as 
ho heard me named, he inquired with an aJr of surprise and 
of sail s III ct ion, if I wero the person to whom be was indebted 
for hit acquaintanoe with the writings of Renlliam. He bad 
read * Pii nisi pies,' and 'Usury,' and as soon as he saw the an- 
uouocemcnt at Paris, bad sent for sundry copies. He spoke 
of them with the strongest admiration — saiil they were ths 
only works on legislation where there was philosophical 
method; that, compared to these, Montesquieu's writings 
vere tiiding, etc He udded that, in spite of his recommen- 
dations, tliey were little lead in America, where any thing 
requiring studious application is neglected. Nobody but Gal- 
tatin had felt all their merit, and Gallatin was the best head 
io the United States, Mr. Burr was anxiously desirous of 
knowing the author — of passing a day with him ; this, said 
he, would be a Gatisfaution for the rest of his life. He passes 
all the autumn in England, but does not know how long be- 
yond. If you are disposed to receive him, whether in town 
or country, let me give him the happy news, and I thiuk you 
will not be sorry you have seen hira. You inay tell me, his 
duel with Hamilton was a savage afikir; but he lias uo desire 
whatever to break your head," 

Bentham, who was extremely susceptible to appreciation, 
made the desired response. Colonel Burr was invited to 
Barrow Green, near London, where the sage was then stay 
ing, and " great," says Bentham's biographer, " was his joy 
on receiving the invitation." Bentham ordered a borae to be 
Bent to London to convey him to the country, hut Burr had 
provided a horse of his own. 

Id Bentham's own reminiscences, we find only brief allusion 
to his intimacy with Burr. " 1 was brought acquainted," he 
■ays, " with Colonel Aaron Burr thus : he had given a gen- 
eral order to a bookseller to forward whatever books I should 
publish. I was then very litllo known. This was very good 
evidence of analogy between his ideas and mine. He oame 



tiere txpeuting this government to assH liia eiideftvon h 
Uexii'o ; but the government had jnat then iiutile up their 
qaarrel with Sjism. We mil ; he was prugnant with inicre* 
ing facts. He gnve me hundreds of paitiimlai's refpeoting 
Washington. In those days, I used to go to Ox8t4.'ad, where 
there ia a handsomo gentleman's house, called Barrnw Green, 
whicli WU9 ocenpied by Koc's eldest brother. B'lrr went 
thci-e with me ; and once, when I went to Barrow Green, I 
lent him my house in Queen Sqnai-e Place. lie vertlly nwant 
to make himself emperor of Mexico. He told me I should bs 
the legislator, and he would send a ship of war for me, He 
gave me an account of his duel wilh Hamilton. He was sare 
of being able to kill him ; so I thought it little better than a 
murder. He seemed tn be a man of prodigious intrepidity ; 
and if his project had failed in Mexico, he meant to set up 
for a monarch in the Dnited States,* He said the Mexicans 
would all follow like a flock of geese." 

Tlieae tempenite words {written years after) give no idea 
of the warmth of their friendship. In a few d»ys, we find 
Colonel Burr living nt Bentham's house, on the most affec- 
tionate tcrtns with its master. Hia letters of this period ire 
filled with allusions to hia "great and good friend, Jeremy 
Bcntham," of whom he seldom spoke but with enthusiasm. 
To Theodosia he said: "I am now writing in Mr. Bentham's 
room, and by his side. He wills it so, ipslsiing that there is 
a soit of social intercourse in sitting nent", and looking now 
and then at one another, though we are separately and ever 
BO intensely employed. It is certainly so." In another letter, 
he told Theodosia that " Mr. Bentham's countenance had all 
that character of intense thonght which she would expect to 
find ; but it was impossible to conceive a physiognomy mora 
wrongly marked with ingenuousness and philanthropy. Ho 
is about sixty, but cheerful even to playfulness." To Gov- 
ernor Alston, he wrote : " He ia, indeed, the most perfect 
model ttat I have seen or imagined of moral and intellectna. 
c>XoelleDce, Hi is the most intimate friend I have in this aoan 
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Wf , «nd my oonetant associate." To Mrs. Prevoat : " Ho murt 
be dead .1 liiiiidi'ed ycare before he will be known ; und ihaa 
be will be adored," 

ItuiT rande every body wlioni lie loved love bU daughter ; 
ind so we soon see Bentbam sending n set of his " combusti- 
bles" (works) to " ray dear little Theodoaia." SI)o read them 
frith delight. She caught her fathtr'a enthuEiatim. One of 
the books, as yet, existed only in the French langiingc, and 
Tlioodosia, in that graceful manner which invested all she did 
with 8 peculiar charm, solicited the privilege of translating 
it into English. The sage was enchanted, and the transIatioQ 
woH begun. 

It is evident that Colonel Burr stood very high in Ben- 
thani's regard. John Bowring, Bentbam's biogiapher, says 
that the phi loan pber, in consequence of bis commnnication 
with Colonel Burr, seemed seriously resolved on taking Qp bis 
alwde for some years on the table-lands of Mexico, and was 
only diMOftded by the extreme difficulty of getting there, and 
the representtitions nf his fiiends. Benlham quaintly makea 
this project known to Lord Holland in a letter, dated Octobei 
SI, leoS: "I feel myself," he wrote, "so pinched by theoold 
of our Eiiglisb winters, that a great part of the time that 
ivonld otherwise be employed in driving the quill, is consumed 
in thinking of the cold, and endeavoring, but in vain, to keep 
off that ndpleasaTit sensation without bringing on worse. But 
18 thei-e no heat in fire ? Yes; but as it comes from our En- 
glish tire-places, such is the heat, as neither my eyes, nor other 
paits about mo, are able to endure. Between eyes and feet, 
perpetual quarrel about beat ; feet never can have enough, 
eyes never little enough — a new edition of the old parable 
of the members. Mexico, fi'om a variety of authorities, pri- 
Tate, as well as public, I have learned to consider as ofibrding 
R climate by which all such differences would be kept at rest. 
Temperature just what any body pleases. If you want It 
wanner, you go down a few hundred yards ; if cooler, yon go 

That eo cordial a feeiing should have existed between two 
men who, in some particulars, were as complete oontiasts u the 
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world ooiild furnish, may well exuitc oar suiprine. In the 
very letter to Lord Holland just quoted, Bentham truly da- 
Bcribesliimself as "completely ilistiiialifiod for every tiling that 
in French is called Intrigue, or in English Politics." He was 
also so abi^ont-minded as scarcely to be trusted in tlic streets 
alone. An instance of this infirmity used to be reUted by 
Colonel Burr, with a keen relish of its absurdity. Tlie jjlii- 
toBopher and himst-lf were walking one day in Hyde Park, en- 
gaged in grave discoui'se npon subjects of high import, when, 
suddenly, the voice of Bentham ceased. Burr looked up. 
The sage stopped, mused a moment, turned upon his Jieel, and 
without one word of explanation, broke into a kind of gentle 
trot, and trotted homeward, never once looking back to his 
deserted companion. Burr gaxed after liim with wonder, but 
Boon guessing the cause of this curious proceeding to be an 
*' idea," merely, he continued his walk atone, and, in the course 
of an hour or two, went home to Bentham's house. He met 
tlie philosopher quite as usual, and neither Beutham nor him- 
self ever alluded to the occurrence. Burr sjud that any one 
who should meet Bentham without knowing who he was, 
would have supposed him to be "a little touched in his upper 
story." 

Bentham himself seems to havu been struck by the oddity 
of such a friendstiip, and scarcely knew what to make of it. 
"I do believe," he wrote to Burr, at the end of one of the 
three-sheeled letters he used to send to him occasionally, "I 
do believe, that of the regard you have all along professed for 
me, no inoon»derable part is true. But a man must have hia 
eyes well about htm, when he has to deal with leaders of &o- 
lions and ]irofefised m en-catch ei-a." And again : " To knovr 
that you were in any situation that could turn talents such as 
yonra to the benefit of any considerable part of mankiud would 
afford me the most heartfelt pleasure. In any other I should 
have said, on the opposite expectation, T can not even profess 
to give you any good wishes. For the trade of throat-crttttnff 
I can not see aiiy openings. Cabbage-planting would be bet- 
ter, if, haply, any ground were to be got for it." Eentham'a 
tetters to Burr were gossipy and rambling, and amazingly 
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Umg — equiralent, some of them, to fifteen or twenty pagel 
of foolscap. 

Benllmm never knew of Colonel Burr's peconiary siraitft 
Two or three years later, when he waa reduced to the last ex 
tremily of indigenco, he never breathed a syllablo of his oir- 
cuniBtanres to Jtremy Bentham, who was then lihuself tem- 
porarily embnrrassod. He visited the sa^e as usiial, but conld 
not tell him, as ho did Godwin, the secret of liis squalid lodg- 
ings. But this is anticipating. 

For tite present, CuiontI Burr passed his time pleasantly 
enough. Tl was ihe era of mechanical inventions. Thedream 
of the day was to do what Fulton had recently done, revolu- 
tionize a new branch of industry by a new application of 
■team. The memoirs and letters of that period, show it to 
have been t/tc fashion to take an interest In things mechani- 
cal. Buri', besides the interest, which a man so intelligent as 
he Dould not but feel in the inventions of the time, had the 
idea that by some hieky hit of the kind he might retrieve hia 
own fortnncs. Tlie mansion of the Earl of Bridgewater was 
then the resort of men with mechanical ideas, and we find 
Colonel Burr staying there a week at a time listening to their 
ezpoutions. He confesses that he found it a bore. But it 
became the possible emperor of Mexico to undei-stand the 
eanal system, and he forced himself to attend, and to make 
the remarks expected of him. On one occasion, he speaks of 
going ont of his way to see the new railroad, on which lie be. 
held with wonder, four horses draw forty-four tons of mer- 
chandise. One night lie was sleepless with an idea of improv- 
ing the steam engine.* 



* The Ibllowiiij; letter from Somnet Swartwout (who woa lUso in London) 
to Bcrr, is worth iD9'rtiDg on mao; accouals. It la ftom the rolitnblo auto- 
fnpli eoUeqUon of F. J. Drecr, Esq., of Pliilndelpliia, to whosa courlpsy I aut 
lodebled for permiBsion to eopj iC The letter is dnled London, Tliureday, 
ISlb Aagiat, ISOS, and is addre^ed to "Colonel Buir, at Ur. Bcntliam's, 
BaiTow GiacD." 

"OiabSir: I cikltcd yoatcrdaj at Mr. Smitb's lodging Grf:a[ Marlborough- 
■met, but bo was not iu sown. I left 3'oiir letter with mj addresi^ requett 
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He led an active life. We catch glimpses of him, in Ml 
Bwift diary, rushing fioni office to office ; " walking fifty 
milpB" to find a suitable present for "Gampiilo;" diiiintf with 
"the ladies of Holland House ;" going to the play with the 
Godwins; talking politics with Benthain ; expounding Mexico 

tag to kno^ wlien I ebould see bim. t have hoard nolliiDg Bince. I aball 
call ag-iia to-dnj'. 

" I bi,re had a long cvDveTBatioD thU momiDg irith a f oiing gc-Dtlemaii, a 
partner with Siroi g t Davis, New York, wbo boa come over on business Hit 
tbem, ill tho lust poclccl. He knocrs tdu. His luuno is Jotiii Mills. In tlie 
ODurse or coaTersntioii he menlioned that the urticle of coffon boQijing, whieb 
is prohibited bj the late law of the United States, is, in the SDUthern States 
sod in the Territories of Orleans and UiiBlasippi,adollai' a;ard. Here it ma; 
be bougbt Tor Gd. sterling. Pray, could not a qoontltf, saj-, 300,000 jsida, 
be stut froni thin country to Uobile or St llaiy's ; and thence got iuto the 
ialanda and Territories by soiuggling 7 If your knowledge of Iho grmmd en- 
ables you to manag? eucIi s speculation, perhaps It might bo accomplished. 
Tlie immense advance in this article, and Its being one of the specially pro- 
niUted u'licles, n-bich, in case the embui^ is miiied vrill but increase in 
price, CQcouTBges me to hope that some great speculatieu might he mado in 
it Ur. Mills WHS lately in Charlcalon, where he purcliased a quantity of 
cotlon nt 13 cctils — nearly 500 bales — scd bo says llie planters will not be 
able to put up Ihcir next crop fbr want of bugging. The price is now GOO pet 
oemt. above the cost here, and tfio expenses of transports tion — and in oaae 
the embargo shoold be taken oiT, the demsind for cotton and tlis iront of bv 
ging — will raise it perhaps double wliat it now is. The unmense profit can 
not be doubtod. 

"Would Iho hszord be greater, or so groa^ in aoy other part of the TTmled 
SUtcs? 

" Would not the collector at New Orleans let a schooner in with 200,000 
yards on board for a couple or tbm thousand guineas ? St. Mary'i^ I thtiU^ 
would tie another chnrmiDg plseo to 117 it. The cost of a nhole ship-load, 01 
of 200,000 yards, would be only ibur to five thousand pounds. A thousand 
or twelve hundred pounds more, would fit out the vessel, and if she succeeded 
in getting safe into port and in selling her cargo, the prodta would be Inh 
EDeneo — 600 per cent. This lud onl hi cottoo there, at ths present low pries 
would malto snothcr 100 per cent — so that in nil it would bo one of llH 
greatest specalslioos ever made ; if ss said, !t could bo eHected, 

" Have the goodness to let me know by relom of the mail, what you fllink 
of my wild scheme. I indoso a letter and two cards which will ei^laii 
thtDM^TSk. 

" Erer affectionately and devotedly yours. 

"S-SWAETWOtTP" 
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to men wIiub) the next change of minister might bving into 
power; undergoing tortures with his peruke; writing law 
papers in suppoi't of liis claim to be coriaidered » Biitish sub- 
ject ; reading all literature, from Milton on Divorce to the 
laat French farce ; uonvcrsirg wiih all men, from cabinet oiin- 
iaters to barbers; gallanting all nonien, fiom duchesses to . 
chambermaids. 

Theodosia was languisbing, meanwhile. In November came 
eloqnent, melancholy letters fi-om her to her father. Sarato- 
ga, whither she liad gone after his departure, liad not relieved 
her depressing complaint. The failure of her father's plans, 
the nncerlainiy of his future, and, in particular, the non-pay 
meitt ot'a large sum of money due him in New York, on which 
b9 depended, racked her noble heart with anxiety. "Return 
to me," she cried to Inrn across the eea, " or tell me that you 
are engaged in a pursuit worthy of you." " 0, my guardian 
angel, why were you obliged to abandon me just when en- ' 
ftebled nature doubly required your care I How often, when 
my tongue and hands tiembled with disease, have I besought 
Heaven either to lennite iis, or let me die at once. Yet do 
not hence imagine that ! yield to infantine lamentations or im- 
patience. As soon as relief from pain restored me in some 
meaBurn to myself, I became more worthy the happiness of 
being your daughter," She speaks of her return to New 
York for the winter, and adds: "My situation will not have 
the obai-tns we supposed. Indeed, I find that your preseoca 
threw a luster on every thing around you. Every thing is 
gay«r, more elegant, more pk-asant, where you are." But 
this was not all the reason why "dear New York," as she 
■ometimcs culled the home of her happy childhood, was no 
longer agreeable to her. The daughter had to share tho 
&tfaer'a odium, though that daughter was the lovely and ac- 
•ompliahed Mrs. Alston. "The world," she wrote, "begins 
to eoot terribly around me. You wotild be surprised how 
nsny I supposed attached to me have abandoned the sorry 
•OMDg game of disinterested friendship." One regrets to 
see at the end of such letters the signature of "Mary Ann 
Edwards," and " dear brother" at the beginning ; " I" tot 
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Mexico, and " 60" for Aaron Bnrr. But ahe was obliged to 
write BO. 

The father's anxiety was nrouaed. ITc consulted tlie most 
cclebrnted phyBJciana of London, who seconded ihe thought 
Ilia wish hud fatliercd, in reooraraending a voyage to Enropo 
for ihn flick lady. Barr'a heart was instantly set upon bia 
daughter's joining him. Preparations were made for her re- 
ception with his usual promptness. At every port where she 
could possibly land measures were talccn against her arrival. 
Bentham offered her his bouse. GJeneral Sir Samuel Bentham, 
brother of the author, was to take " Gampillus" home to be 
educated with his own children, whom Burr doclai'ed to be 
the best brought up of all the children he had ever known. 
The most minute directions were forwarded to Theodosla re- 
apei^ting the voyafto, and the coui-se to be pursued on landing. 
To travel post from Falmouth to London, be tells her, will 
cost twenty-five guineas ; but the canal boats from Liverpool 
have neatly -furnished rooms with fire-places, and go forty or 
fifty miles a day for less than half the expense of travel by 
land. He writes to Governor Alston to insure his consent to 
the voyage, and offering to jiay half the expense out of hia 
■lender means; for planters were then embarrassed. His care 
and forethought for her wore, indeed, all that the moat affec- 
tionate of fdtliers could bestow upon tlie most beloved of 
daughters. In one of his letters to her, written aboot this 
time, there is a touching passage. He is telling her that he 
is always in danger of being loo late with his letters for Am- 
erica. " My letters to others," he adds, " are always ready ; 
but toward you, a desire to say something at the last moment; 
a reluctance resembling that of parting — but all this you 
know and feel." 

His project was never carried out. As the winter drew on, 
her disease took a favorable turn, and the proposed voyage 
was given up. How much better it might have been for both 
father and child if they had come together then ! In the 
spring she went home to South Carolina, whence three times 
the climate had driven her, " I would not have tried a fonrtt 
experiment of the kind upon a dog," wrote Colonel Burr in 
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wralli when he heard the news. Her health, however, wu 
permanently improved, and his fe.-vra wei'o never realized. 

Colonel Burr lived in London nearly sis months, Hb was 
in doubt what to do, or whither to go. To stay in Europe 
Beerapd useless ; yet nothing had occurred to tempt him homf . 
Hia desires pointed homeward, and he seems to have hoped 
to return ere lon£^. Meanwhile, ho resolved on making the 
grand tour of the kingdom, and on the morning of December 
the 22d, 1808, be set out on his journey nortliward in the Ox- 
ford coach. 

The page of his diaiy in which he desenbcs hia departuru 
from the metropolis and his adventures on the road to Oxford,- 
may serve as an ilhistration of his mode of journalizing. He 
was too late for the coach, but pursued and overtook it. He 
continiien: — "Found in it one man. Having preserved per- 
fect silenco for a few minutes, by way of experiment, I re- 
marked that the day was very mild, wbicli he flatly denied, 
and in a tone and manner as if he would have bit me. I 
laughed out heartily, and very kindly inquired into his morn- 
ing's advenlnres. Ho was old, gouty, and very fat. No hack 
being to be had at that early hour, or, what is more probable, 
chooiiing to save the shilling, he had walked from hia house to 
the inn, Iiad fiillcn twice, got wet and bruised, and was very 
sare that he should bo laid up with the gout for six months. 
I sympathized with his misfortunes. Wondered at the com. 
placency with which he bore them, and joined him in cursing 
the weather, the streets, and the hackney coachmen. He be- 
came complacent and talkative. Such is John Bull. We took 
in another fat man, a woman still fatter, and a boy. Afler- 
ward, & very pretty, graceful, aroh-looking girl, about eighteen, 
going on a visit to her aunt, Lady W. But mademoiselle was 
reserved and distant. At the first change of horses she agreed 
to take breakfast, which ivc did, t6te4-tete. I was charmed 
to find her all animation, gayety, ease, badinage. By the aid 
of drink to the coachman, our companions were kept three 
qaarters of an hour cooling in the coach. They had break- 
Astcd. When we joined them the reserve of my little slreQ 
ratarned. AHer vaiious fruitless essays, and at fii'st without 
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auspecting tlie cause, finding it impossible to prnvokennytlttiig 
beyond .1 cold monosjlhble, 1 composnd myself to sleep, uid 
alept soundly about tiylit hours, belwoeii London and Oxfovcl, 
wberc ivq nrrived at eight tliis evening. (Tlieic ninst be some- 
thing narcotic in the air of this island. I have slept more da 
ring my six months' residence i a Great Biitniu tlinn in anj 
preceding thruc years of my lile since the age of roiivteen.) 
Took leave of niy little Spartan, Mem. — To wvilo an essay, 
hislorical and critical, on the education and treatment of wu* 
men in England. Its influence on morals and haiipiness," 

lie remained a day or two at Oxford, reciiviiig the reqoi- 
nte aitcniiuDs from residents to whom be li.id brouglit letters. 
He thought "every thing there waa more for ostentation than 
for use." At a illnnci- given him by one of tlio Oxonians he 
agitated the serene atmosphere of tlio plaoc by praising Bea- 
tham. The mention of that name waa enotigli to revive io* 
terest in all the great, dividing subjects. Burr found hi< 
Oxford friends pveparcd to concede Bentham'a greatness as a 
legislator, but not as a moralist; whereas Ite extolled hia 
morality and beuevoleuco above all things. The discussion, it 
appears, grew warm. The subject of divorce came up, Burr 
defending Bentham'a opinions. Religion was discoursed at, 
Barr arguing against the Gospel according to Oxford, " We 
then," he says, "got upon American politics, geography, eta, 
on all of which a most profound and leained ignorance wai 
displayed. The evenii>g wound up pleasantly, and we parted 
with many expressions of couilesy." Of his entertainer on 
this occasion, he adds this remark: "Thougb he speaks of 
Bentbani with reverence, and, probably, prays for him, I pre- 
sume that be thinks be will be eternally damned, and I have 
no doubt he expects to bo lolling in Abraham's bosom with 
great complacency, hearing Bentliam sing out for a drop of 
water. Such is the mild genius of our boly religion." 

Continuing his journey northward, he is entertained on tho 
road to Birmingham by " a pretty little comely brunette," 
who had rend all the novels and seen all tbo lions, and whosa 
rank he pnzzled himself in vain to determine. At length they 
put ber down at a respectable farm house, Burr handed \ua 
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to, Wii8 introdneed to the family as a "gentleman who had 
been extremely |jolite to me on the road," and waa warraiy 
pressed to stay, and to call on his retiirn. Such aa enay power 
had this man to ingratiate hiin.self with the fair. He went to 
Stratford to sco tlic tomb of Shakespeare, concerning which 
Tint he only lemnrks, that tlie bar-maid gave liim a very de- 
tailed Bcoount of the late Shakespearean jubilee. At Birming^ 
ham he enters in his diai-y some mysterious hints of n gay 
rtreftt advcntiiro which cost liim twenty-eight shillings, for 
which he tells Theodosin he atoned by taking a cheap outude 
place to Edinbiirg, instead of a duar inside one. 

At Edinbnrg, where he remained a month, his life was a 
eesseless round of gnyety. His London letters and his nwa 
Mlebrity combined to inxtu-e him% welcome among the 61it6 
of the society st the Scottish capital. 

At Edinbui'g, then a place of brilliant intellect and easy vir- 
tue, Colonel Burr was a drawing-room and diuner-table lion. 
Parlies, balls, assemblies, dinners, plays, succeeded one another. 
Edinburg, he said, was the most sodal and hospitable plaoe 
he bad ever seen : they meet to amnso and to bo amused, and 
they flii»tecd. lie gave himself up to the onjoyments of Uw 
hour to a degree not usual with him. He told Bentham, (o 
whom he wrote nearly every day, that in his present "atate 
of nullity," he wished to bo forgotten by all his friends, till be 
oonid " rise to view" in a form worthy of their hopes. For • 
month, business was forgotten. 

With tho legal and the literary magnates of the town ha 
■oon becnn 3 intimate. Mackenzie, author of tho "Man of 
Feeling," was then at the heightof his reputation, and Walter 
Bcott was in the Marmiou period of his literary career. "I 
met both frequently," wrote Burr to Thcodosia, " and from 
both received civilities and hospitalities. Mackenzie hae 
twelve children ; six danghters, all very interesting, and two 
very handsome. He is remarkably sprightly in company 
amiable, witty J might puss far forty-eight, though ccitaiulf 
mueh older. Scott, with less softness than Mtickenzie, lita 
Kill more animation ; talks much, and very agreeably. May 
be about forty." He fotmd wariL fiiesde among the lawyer! 




and judges of Ediiibarg, with some of whom he continued tc 
Oori'CBpoiid for ycai-a alter. At one dinner pnrty, composed 
chiefly of legal gentlemen, he G]>okc so oonviiicingly in praise 
of Benthnm, that most of the oompany took a list of hn 
works on the spot. He was the champion of Bentliam where- 
evor lie went. lie wrote to the philosopher: "When I find 
8 man who knows nothing of yon, wliioh (with hliishes be it 
said) hna somciimcs happened, I pity him ; bnl when one, 
pretending a knowledge of your works, uses ' very able, very 
iijgciiioiie,' or any such trite cpUliels, I hate him, and am dift- 
posed to quarrel." 

Tliis month inEdinburg wasihe most triumphant,if not the 
huppiesl, period of Colonel Burr's long residence in Europe. 
Besides being " loaded with civilities" there, he heard that 
Cobbelt,* "deeply impregnated with the magnitude of his 
talents ns a statesman and soldier," was consulting with other 
fi-iends in London how the ex-Vice-President of the United 
States could be brought into the British Parliament. Bcntham 
shook his more sagacious bead, however. lie thought the 
oalh of allegianco taken hy Burr to tho American govern- 
ment was a circnmstancre fatal to the project ; which, indeed, 
was never more than talked of. 

From the gayeties of Edlnburg, Colonel Burr was unex- 
pectedly summoned by letters from London, which gave him 
ft gleam of hope. Back he flies to London at the beginning 
of February, and is at once imniei-sed in "X.'s affairs." Wa 
find liim soon closeted with Lord Melville, a man famous in 
the politics of that day, wlio liad expressly, and unsolicited, 
invited Colonel Burr to his house ibr the purpose of learning 
more of his plans. The interview was long, and agreeable to 
both. "Lord Melville," ssud Bnrr, afterward, "is a man 1 
understand, and by whom I could be understood." Nothing 
of importanee, howevei', came of the interview, or could oome 
of an interview with any man in Europe, while European af- 
feirs remained as they were ; and the decisive change wasstiU 
five years dif^laot. Transient, indeed, was this revival of bil 
dream. In March, Burr wrote that be saw clearly that hii 
* Cobbett bod been a ^ad of Bun's is tho TTmtDdSiatua. 
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longer stay in Europe was useless, and Bnnonnccd his iiilcn. 
tion to I'ettirn to Ainciici adcr thu arrival or the next packet. 
The packet came, lint still tlie adventtirer lingered. 

It was in these days tlial he canglit lits first glimpse of thM 
demon of Impecunioaity, ivliicli ndcrward haunted him so peiv 
tinacionsly, and which ho battled with sucli indomitable gay- 
ety and spirit. He bad boiigiit some books foi- Goveinof 
Albton of a London bookseller, the remittance for the pfly> 
meiit of which had not arrived, and Burr was thrnaicncd with 
am«t for the amount. But his exchequer was ninniug low. 
(The very passage-money which brought him to England was 
borrowed from Dr. Hosaek, who accompanied Hamilton to the 
scene of the duel.) A month ago he liad told Theodosia, in 
his dark manner, that "50 was not immediately wanted, 
though the want of /lim had prevented an esperiment he 
wished to make in X.'s affairs ;" a comrauiiicniion which be- 
comes intelligible when wo substitute tlie word money for 
"69." But the payment of such a sum as two hundred 
pounds was out of the question. He accordingly removed his 
residence from the boxpitable house of Jeremy Bentham to 
lodgings much more obscure, and changed his name to Kirby. 
"The benevolent heart of J. B.," said Burr in his diary, "shall 
never be wrung by the spectacle of Gamp's arrest." The af 
fiiir was compromised soon after, and "Uac 
arrested Jbr debt. 

Early in the following month occurred ; 
obliged him to come to a very prompt decisi 
to his futuro course. Cobbett must have s 
beard of it, and tliought of his conault-itien i 
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B{)Dn the practicability of getting Burr into Putiuuent. 



CHAPTER XXVni. 

KXFUiaOK FBOH GIIEAT BBITAUT, AND SXSTDESCB Iff 

SWEDEN, 

k« AitoT — Caurn.i,iD « Lutx thi Coax 



■r Snuiui — PuiLtAKi Ixcisi 



It was the 4th of April, ; 



Mr. "Kirby" had been for 



Mme weeks in his new lodgings. Certain indicaiions of bia 
being tinder aitrveUlance liad not eacftped his notice, and a 
Tague fienae of impending disaster had oppressed him at times, 
Tlio feeling grew so strong tliat, on the raoming of the day 
above named, he resolved to remove to another part of the 
town. He had packed up Iiis clotl^es and papers, oiid was 
about lo seek other apartments, when he was surprised by tb6 
eniiance, unannounced, and without knocking, of four coarse- 
looking men, who bluntly infoi-med him that they had a war- 
rant for his anest, and for the seizure of his piipera. He 
uked to see the warrant. They refused to show it. He pf- 
remptorily demanded to know by whose authority they act^- 
Upon this, they pnduoed the warrant, and permitted him %o 
glance over It. but not to read it through. He saw that it was 
signed Zioerpool, the name of the premier. He woa a pria. 
oner of state. 

The men took possession of his trunks, ransacked the room 
for papers, and threw all that they found, with all other loose 
articles, into a sack. Then, calling a coach, they conveyed the 
prisoner and his property to the alien office, the head of which, 
Mr. John Reeves, was one of Colonel Burr's most intimato 
friends. The prisoner, refusing to leave the carnage, sent in 
a note to Mr. Reeves, stating what had occurred, and askin(( 
BH explanation. No answer for an hour. It was a o«ld after 
noon, and the prisoner grew impatient. He sent another 
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b-itc nrgenlly roqiiMting Reeves to como to the carriage, and 
wftrc liim the mmi ifioation of entering ilio ofliue as a prisoner. 
Mr. Ri'L'i'i-s Hjipcnrnil, but lie could give no explnnation, and, 
after lulviKing tliu pvisoncr to be palimil, ri'fintered tlio office. 
Aflei' nnotlicr lixlf hour of wailing, orders came far him to b« 
tabtn to tlic iioiiM of a Mr. Hughes, one of the govei-nment 
rocsscngoi's, who wa§ to bo reaponsitile for his safe-keeping. 
Upon lieariug this. Colonel Burr alighted, and went to the 
offi(.-e of one of the nnder seai-etaries, in the same building, 
bent on disuovoring tliu cauHC and motive of his an'<>st. But 
neitlier the under secretary nor any of the clerks would re- 
cognize him; though, snys Burr to Thoodosia, "every devil 
of tiieni knew nie na well m I know you." Ho saw that hin 
detention w;w a thing resolved upon, and not to be avoided, 
snd Bubiniltcd with a good grace. About four o'clock in the 
afternoon, he drove away to his temporary prison, at Ko, 31 
Stafford Plare, leaving his effects at tlio alien office, to be ez- 
«mined by the uutliorities at their leisure. 

He dined ngroe.ibly enough, with the messenger and his 
pretty yoimg wife, and afterward read the only two readable 
books in the lionso, the play of the Secret, and the Agricola 
of Tacitus. Then, discovering that his polite jailor played 
ehess, ho sat down willi hini to the game, and played till the 
man was almost cmzed with excitemenl. Toward morning, 
De wrote in liis diary a brief history of iho day's adventures 
and went to bed. 

Tlie next day, no change. No one was permitted to see 
him. He was anxious only on account of his papers ; not, he 
averied, because there were any plots or treasons in them, but 
because of hia " ridiculous journal," nnd his peculiar eorrc- 
epondence. Chess again with Hughes till tlic emsll bonrs of 
the morning. 

On 'he third day, an official summons camo from the alien 
office ; whither, nt ten o'clock in the morning, the prisoner wax 
Gondaoted. Lord Liverpool did not appear, but sent an apol- 
ogy and a message. The apology related to bis sudden and 
nnceremonious arrest ; the message, couched in the blandest 
terma, as disagreeable messages frequently are, was to the 
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effect tlint the presenco of Colonel Burr in Great Britain wia 
embaniusing to his ranjusly's fro v em men t, and ilmt ii woa tho 
wUh and eKpcctation of tlio government llmt he slioiild remove, 
A disposition was professed to treat liim n ilh personal rcs|>ect 
dnd courtesy. Pnsspoils should lie fumishoil ; a free pussage 
to any port where British shi{>s might go, was tendered [ but 
the request for his prompt departure was decided. Burr, as- 
tonished, deiiired to be informed of the reasons of tliis exti-a- 
ordinary conduet. In wliat had lie offended ? What was 
the purpose of hia banialiment? To all Euch questions, neither 
then, nor ever, was any answer whatever vouuhsnfed. 

Bqit attnbuted this summary measure to a desiie on tho 
part of tlie English cabinet 10 conciliate, by one easy and iD- 
expensive act, the American government and tlie Spanisli 
Juntas. He said, in a letter written just aller his arrest: 
"Mr. Jefferson, or the Spanish Juntas, or probably both, 
have had influence enough to drive me out of this country." 
Perhaps this supposition was conect, and it derives probabil- 
ity fi-om tho fa'si that publicity was immediately given to the 
whole transaction in the newspapers. Theodosia fiist heard 
of her futlier's expulsion fiom Great Biitaiu through tlie news- 
papers, Ihoiigli he wrote to lier by every ship. Yet the rea 
son assigned by Lord Liverpool was sufficient, in tliose days, 
to account for the step. His presence ranst have been embof^ 
rasiing in the ei^treme. Hero was an erratic, mysterious ])0r- 
son, known to have revolutionary poUiical designs, an objeot 
of suspicion to tTO governments, both of which Great Britain 
wished to propitiate ; an able, efficient man, moving in the 
highest circles, changing hia name without apparent cause, 
concealing his residence, and vailing all bis movements in 
silence and ciphui-s. An embarrassing peraoii truly, parlioQ- 
larly in times so critical. Who oould tell what schemes were 
revolving in that active brain ? I^ord Liverpool, had thers 
been no Mr. Jefferson to soothe and no Juntas to mollify 
might have felt tlio presence of such a man embari-assing. 

Colonel Burr at once signified his willingness to coraplj 
with the " wish and expectation" of the government. In ex- 
plaining the reason of his ready acquiescence, be used to say 
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Aat it would have been easy for him to set ibe government at 
defiance, and lo maiiiiain liis residence ; but tlie political situ- 
aiion ol' tlie United States and Great Bi'itain, and some pri* 
Tale con»de rations, induced liim to comply. Ho wna then set 
lit libeity, and his effects were restored to liim uninjured. 

But whillier to go ? Tliis question was much discussed be- 
tween Colonel Burr and the government, A formal letter 
written by him lo Lord Li\erpoo! upon the Biibjeut may bo in- 
troduced licie in couiiniianco of the narrative. The wiiting 
of this epistle seems to have cost hiui an effort. lie told Jer- 
emy Bcnthain that when he sat down to write it, and essayed 
to begin, "My lord," iiia pen sliick in his fingers. "I tried 
in vain, but could not get it out ; so I adopted the stiff, di|> 
loniatic third person. Mi/ lady or Ms lordship docs not stick 
in my savage tliront; but my lord — tlie Lord deliver me 1" 
The letter to Lord Liver])oo], dated Apiil 20th, 1S09, was as 
fellows ; 

"Mr. Burr's respectful compliments. He lately received 
from Lord Livcipjol an intimation that his (.Mr. Burr's) pres- 
ence was embarrassing to his majesty's government, and that 
h was the wish and the expectation of tlic government that 
he would remove. Without insisting on those rights wliioh, 
as a natuiiil-boin subject, bo might legally assert; without 
perroilttng himself lo inquire wbetlicr the motives to the or- 
der were personal or political, or whether the apprehensions 
expressed wero real or factitious, and without adverting to 
the unprovoked indignities which ba<l preceded the order, ur 
lo the personal inconveniences which it would impose on him, 
Ur. Burr at once expressed hia determination to gratify tlie 
wi^ies of the government by withdrawing. It being under- 
stood that he could not, consistently with bis personal safety, 
visit any country mider the control or influence of France, 
Sweden was thought the most proper asylum ; and the gen- 
tleman who spoke in his lordship's name, having represented 
Heligoland aa a place whence passages to Sweden could read- 
ily be found, Mr. Burr, relying on this assurance, .issentcd to 
that voyage, niul passports were made out accordingly. But 
it m now ascertained that this assurance was predicated io 
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error ; lliat there is, in fact, no direct commtinicalion hiAwem 
Heligoland and any part of Sweden, and lliat no sneh paasagt 
could probably bo found within many monlha. Under flncb 
circum:«tances, Mr. Burr prestimeB that Loid Liverpool will 
permit the destination to be changed to Gottenbiirg, and will 
have the goodness to direct passports to be made for tliat 
port. He has reason to believe that llio minister of his Swed- 
ish majesty to this court will not object." 

The point was yielded. The Swedish minister, bo fur from 
objecting, took pains to seonre liim a friendly reception in 
Sweden. On the 24th of April he sailed from Harwich in tha 
packet, nhich, in six days, boro him to Gcottenbnrg, a Swedish 
port tlii-Dc hundred milea from Stockholm. Hu was soon es- 
tablished in lodgings which, he said, were " comraodiona," 
with llic single exception that not a soul in tlie house spoke 
one word of any langnage with which he was acquainted. 

He experienced the usual exhilaration of being for the first 
time in a forttgn country, and sallied eagerly forth to see the 
town. He found his way to the theater, where he understood 
rot a word, but ivas "amnsed by two young girls in boy'd 
clothes, light pantaloons and short waistcoats, who played ad- 
mii-ably" in the pantomime. He adds in his swift, brief way: 
"Out at ten. Got home, but could not make my host nnder- 
Btand that I wanted a dish of tea. Alter laboring in vain ibr 
a quarter of an hour, was obliged to take him out to the house 
of a Frenchman, who spoke Swedish, and who explained for 
ns. Tea was got very cheeifully. A long pipe and tobacwo." 

In a few days ho led Gottenbtirg for Stockholm, where ho 
lltended to reside during his stay in Sweden. Ho reached 
the capital late in the evening of the llth of M.iy, and find- 
ing the inns full, was indebted to a fellow traveler for getting 
him & room in the house of a mechanic iii an alley uear the 
Exchange. 

The next day, on presenting some of hia letters, he received 
in superfluity all those attentions which a stranger in a strange 
land requires. He was soon established as an inhalitant of 
Btockliohu ; and played with his usual easy grace the part of 
the Distinguished Guest in its highest oircles. It is a proof 



•ftbe fiicility with which be made his way in society, that 
before he had been in Stoukholin a week, ho was dining mag- 
Dificcntly wiih the most exclusive ditb in the kingtlim, and 
WW running about the clly tiying to borrow a i:ocked hat and 
■word to wear on hia presentation at conit. HU mastery of 
the Frcnoli stood him in good sicad here. An ofliocr of rank, 
■t one of his early parties in Stockliolm, told him tlmt he 
Bpoke French better than English, and asked him which of the 
European languages the hingiingc of the Americans most re- 
Mmbled ? Burr's cool audacity was sliown at another grand 
dinner paity, where, on being asked for a toast, lie gave, Tha 
Royal Priaoners, meaning the exiled royal iikmily of Spain. 
This was for the Spanish embassador, who was present, and 
who. says Burr, received the toast with ci^qiiisite sensibility, 
ind was moved even to tears. Ho passed his time chiefly in 
Mcieiy, his only serious employments being the study of the 
Swedish laws and the learning of the language. He was al- 
tnoflt severed from his foi-mer life. There was with him his 
jroung friend and coadjutor, Hosack (younger brother of Dr. 
Hosack) who eame with him from Xiondon, but they resided 
■part, Once in Stockholm he was agreeably reminded of his 
sounti'y by learning that two American captains and a youn^ 
American traveler wore in the city, and wished to meet him. 
The five Ainericaus dined together, " i I' Ameiieaine, on beef- 
•teaks, fish, and potatoes," Once, ho conceived suddenly the 
idea of returning to America and establishing himself at 
Charleston, near Theodosia ; but second thoughts condemned 
.the idea. Occasionally, but not nearly as ollcn as before, he 
re<mved letters fiom his daughter. She had no good news to 
cheer him with. She tells him of her continued disappoinl- 
oient with regard to the receipt of the money which he had 
meant for his support in Europe. She was " stunned" upon 
healing of his " removal from England," and could not enough 
ndmirc the gay fortitude of his demeanor under drcumstan- 
oea, the mere contemplation of which racked ber soul with 
^xiely. These are her words : 

" The accumulated difficulties which pour in upon us would 
bbsulutcly ovBTwholm any other being than yourself. Lideedi 
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t witnesa your extraordinary fortitado with new wonder tt 
pTevy new misfortune. Oilen, iiftor reflecting on this siibjuot, 
you appear to me so superior, so elevated above all oilier men; 
1 conlemplato yow with suiih a Blrnnge mixture of humility, 
yl udmi ration, reverence, love, and pride, thai very little snper- 
Btition would be necessary to make me woi-ship you as a su- 
perior being : :tiich enthusiasm doea your character excite in 
me. When I afterward revert to myself, how insigniticant do 
my best qualities appear. My vanity would be greater If I 
had not been placed bo near you ; and yet my pride is our 
relationship. I liad rather not live than not bo the daughter 
of Budi a man." 

He was, indeed, a man invincible. In all the mass of hia 
journals and letters, there can not be found one word indica- 
tive of repining, repentance, or melancholy. Not one. Cir- 
onmst-inces often controlled and thwarted, but never for oaa 
instant subdued him. 

Colonel Burr lived five months in Sweden ; three months at 
Stockholm, and two in traveling about the country, He liked 
Sweden, and the lively Swedes liked him. To Mr. Gahn, the 
Swedish consul at New York, a warm and lirm friend, to 
whom he owed the introductions which made hia residence in 
Sweden bo pleasant, he wrote in glowing terms of the countiy. 
— * "I have never known," ho said, " in any country or at any 
time, five months of weather so uniformly Slle. Tiie excel- 
lence of the roads has been a constant Bubject of admiration 
tome; much superior to those of England, and all fi-ee of 
toll. In traveling more than twelve hundred English miles, I 
have never found a bridge otit of order, nor an obstrnctiou in 
the road which conld retard your progress for a second. 
There is no country In which traveling is at 'Once so cheap, 
expeditious, and secure. All travelers have borne testimony 
to Swedish honesty, but no one has attempted to discover the 
cause of a distinction eo honorable. I have sought for it in 
their laws, in their social and municipal institutions, particularly 
Ui tbo judicial department. There le no country with whose 
jurisprudence I am acquainted in which personal liberty is to 
veS secured ; none in which the vioktion of it is punlahed 
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«ith SO maoh certainty and promptitude] none in nhich civil 
Justice is aOininistered with so much dispntch and so liltla 
expense. These are strong assertions, bu'. I shall brlni; with 
me tlie proofs. It is surpiiNng, it is unaccoimtnble, that a 
syaiem difTeiing so essentially from every other in Europe, 
tad so friiiiglit with valuable matter, should have romaiiied to 
tills day locked up in the Swedish and Rnnio tongues, and 
that not the Rliglitesl information on this interesting subject 
L-ouM be fonnd either in English or French. I should have 
Uionglit that some Swede, from national piide, it' not from 
philanthropy, would have diffused the knowledge of them 
throughout Europe," 

Ho liked the aensibility of the cultivated Swedes. Of a 
concert which he attended at Stockholra, ho writes in his 
diary : " Every part was executed extremely to my salisfao- 
tiOD ; but what most interested rae was the perfect nttenliau, 
and the nneomnion degree of feeling exhibited by the au- 
dience. I have nowhere witnessed the like. Every counte* 
nance was affected by those emotions to which the music was 
adapted. In England you see no expression paiuted on the 
visage at a concert. All is somber and grim. They cry 
*bravoI bravissimo,' with the same countenance that they 
*(3 — d damn.' 

To one Swedish custom, however, he objects, " Do remind 
me," he wrilea to Theodosia, "to give you a disserlation on 
locking dooi-8. Every person, of every sex and grade, comes 
in without knocking. Plump into your bedroom. They do 
not «eem at all embarrassed, nor think of apologizing at find- 
ing you in bed, or dressing, or doing — no matter what, but go 
right on and tell their story as if all were right. If the door 
W locked and the key outside (Ihey use altogether spring 
locks here), no mntler ; they unlock the door, and in they 
come. It is vain to desire them to knock ; they do not com- 
prehend yon, and if tliey do, p.iy no manner of attention to 
it. It took me sis weeks to teach my old Anna not to come 
lU without knocking ; and, finally, it was only by appearing to 
get into a most violent passion, and threatening to blow out 
her braioE, which she had not the least doubt I would do 



without ceremony. I engage she is the only rarvant in ah 
Sweden who ever knocks. Notwitlistnnding nil my caution, 
I have been almost eveiy day dieiuibed in tliis way, and onco 
last week was Biirpiised in the most awkward situation irnag. 
inable. So, madam, when you come to Sevenska, remember 
to lo<ik the door, and to take the key inside."* 

Ouc more mad entry in his journal. He was assailed by 
bed-buga; "Got up, and nttem]ited to light candle, but in 
vain, llnd flint and matches, but only some sliroda of punk, 
which would not catch. Recollected a gnn which I had had 
on A very late joui-ney; filled the pun wilJi powder, and was 
jnst going to flash it, when it oecnrrcd that, though I had not 
losdcd it, some one else might. Tried, and found it a very 
heavy charge. What a fine alarm it would have made if I 
had tired. Then poured out some powder on a piece of ]iB|>er, 
put tlie elireda of punk with it, and, after fifty essays, suo- 
caedcd in firing the powder ; but it being quite dark, had put 
more powder than intended ; my shirt caught fire ; the papers 
on my table caught lire ; burned my lingers to a blister, tha 



* To bIiow how diJTcrendj the same thin; oflbcta dUTbrnit itimda. I qoote 
tha rollowing- Stom odd of Bavard Taylor'ii ri^coot lettors from Swedm: 
"There [s somclhiug exceedingly- priniLii re and uasophisllcaled in tbe man* 
ll(:ira of llicKO norlhem people — s sCroightlbrvanl honDsly, wtiicb tolcei tbs 
boncalf of others for granted — a, lalcnt kindness and good-will which may 
at flrsC be overlooked, Lccnuao it is not dcaioastmlive, and a total uncoa- 
edouineffl of wlint is callad, inhlghlj civilised circles, 'propriety.' Thovery 
fl-eedom of [uanncrs which, in aoine countries, might denote laxity of aoral^ 
Is liDTo tlio ovidcnC stamp of their purity. The Ibooglit hns oltoa recurred to 
me — which is the moat truly pura and virginal naturo, tha fastidious Ameii- 
(Mi prl, who blushes nt the siglit of a pah of boota oulsido a gcDilenuui's 
bedroom door, and who requires tbftt certain unolTending porl^ of the body 
and nrtides oT clctliing sliould be de»gnated by delicately ciixnimlocutious 
terms, or tho simple-minded Swedish women, wbo come into our bcdnioini 
nitli cofTae, and make our Srea niiile ire get up and dras^ coming and gtiag 
during all tho various stores oT tho toile^ wiUi tlie &anlcest UDConsciouanesi 
of impropriety? This is modesty in its lionlthy aud natural devcti:fimea^ 
Dot in tlioso morbid forms which suggest an imaginitllon ever on the ali>rt tjt 
prurient iiDn;n&. Natiiing lins conflrmod my impressioD of Die virtue of the 
northern Bwodos more tliar this (act, and I have rarely folt raoro reapsct Ok 
woaum, or moro Eiltb in the iiiher»nt puiity oT her natare," 
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l«fl hani], fortunately. It eecmed like a general conflagration. 
Sacceecled, liovvever, in ligliting my candle, and pnsacd the 
niglit, till tive lliia morning, in Emoking, reading, and irriting 
Ihis." 

The last incident of his Swedish experience was the mort 
kgreenblu onv. A young mnn, Liming by name, bad Ibrmed 
an entliufiiastic friyiidsliip for Colonel Burr Ot Stoukholm. 
Sometliing icd tlie warm-liearled Swede to suspect that hi^ 
friend was embarrassed fur monvy, tvliich, indcetl, was the 
feet toward llio close of his reaidenoo in Swtden. Ilia purae 
ran low enongh to ilarm a man less confident in the resour- 
ces of his wit. A few days after he had left the country, 
■ad k-ft it never i.o return, lie received a letter fiom Mr. Lq- 
mng wliicli, in his broken English, i-an thus: '^II may very 
easy be the case, that by the beliavionr of your agent, who 

took the rix-dotls., or by the interruption of correspond- 

eaoe between Germany and England, you may come in any 
embari'asHmi'nt, I t.ikc myself the liberty to send you the in- 
oloMd letter, at the producing of which Mr, H, Bisuer will 
pay yott one thousand marks, Hamburg cnnency, which you'll 
pteue to reimburse when you ariive in England or America. 
I can not tell you how much I am thaukfid lo Providence for 
Juving given me the pleasure to get acquainted with a man 
vbom I admired long ago, I esteemed you before, now I 
love you." 

"Did yon ever hear of any thing to eqnol this, except in 
oovela ?" wrote Burr in his diary that night. 

Aa he was leaving Sweden, he learned that he had been tb« 
■aljject ot discussion in the newspapers for a con^derable 
time. But liis hcait and his skin were hardened against 
Uewspapei-s, and ho had not the uuriosiiy to inijuiro what the 
Hvet^ah editors had to say about him. 
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CoLOTfEL BuBRhad taKcn Ihcbold resolution of attempting 
to reach Pnris, giving out that ht- feared the Stockhohn winter, 
and was going to Paris ns a li-aveler merely. 

Ho left Sweden on the 21st of October, 1800, in company 
with tlie two yonng New Yorkers, Hosack and Rohitison, and 
crossed in an open boat to Elainorc on the coast of Denmark. 
On the rangnificont teiiacc there, fionting the aea, lie saw with 
interest the square atone pilbr, four feet high, which enjoys 
the lucrative reputation of marking the tomh of Hamlet. For 
a day or two the party lingered in the curious, ancient town, 
and then proceeded to Copenhagen. 

Burr spent two weeks at that interesting capital. As was 
his wont, ho became acquainted with every body of import- 
ance and saw every thing of interest. Here, too, lie found 
himself to be a well-known person, tiic leading facts of his life 
being familiar to well-informed Danes. His stay was rendered 
the more agreeable by the friendship and hospitality of Mr. 
Olsen, whom Colonel Burr had formci-ly known as the Danisli 
embassador to the United States. The libiarics and ecienlilio 
collections of Copenhagen occupied much of tiio tmvelera' at- 
tention ; they arc on a stupendous scale considenng the re- 
sonrces of the kingdom, and attest its ancient culture. He 
was making a little collection of coins for liis grandson, and 
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happening to mqtiire where sach tilings were sold, it was 
noi^L'd abroad that bo was learned in the coin-acionce ; a repu- 
tation which ho found awkward in a city %hich boasts a uoUeo- 
tioD of forty thousand speciinena, and where tlic siihject waa 
pursued with cntliiisiaHni. He was much in tlic courts of Co- 
p«Rha;;cn. The "CommitleeB of Conciliation," a feature of 
the Danish legal system wliioh lie greatly admired, were mi' 
nntely inquired into by him, and lie told the learned judge who 
gave him the information on the subject, that he intended, on 
his return home, to recommend his countiymen to adopt the 
idea. But perhaps it was the possible emperor of Mexico who 
made these inquiries. 

From Copenhagen, by easy stages in a wicker wagon, tho 
three Americans made their way to Hamburg; or rather to 
Altona, the Danish port wliich adjoins Hambiii'g. Hamburg 
itself, being more decidedly under French influence at that 
time than Denmark, Colonel Burr thought it best to fix his 
residence in llie Danish city, the galea of tho two places being 
only a third of a mile apart. 

He had now to encounter a complication of hostile circum- 
stances. For the last six montbs, be bad been out of the great 
movements of the time, in a safo and peaceful haven. But 
Jtambnrg was within the circle of activity, and many Ameri- 
cana were there, merchants, captains, travelers, and othei-a, all 
of whom pi-oved inimical to bim. The ex-Vice-President was 
cut by them all, and other marks of disrespect were shown 
him. " What a lot of rascals they must be," he wrote, when 
he heard of their hostility, " to make war on one wliom they / 
do not know ; or one who never did Itarm or teia/ied liarm to 
a human being ! Yet they, perhaps, are not to be blamed, for 
they are influenced by what they hear." Ho heard, too, that 
iho news of bis intended journey had been announced in the 
Paris newspapers, and "in a manner no way auspicious." He 
applied in form for passports to Paiis, and discovered tliat 
passports to Paris were more eaaly asked for in those conten* 
Uous times than obtained. Ho was kept long waiting for n 
decisive answer. Weeks slipped by, and his stock of money 
WW exhausted. At one time, in Hamburg, he was literally 
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peonileiM. It was then that, against bU will and contrarj to 
bis intention, he used the bill lor a thousand maiks sent liim 
V>j the generous Luning. He was in doubt wlieilier he could 
continue ii» journey to the Fiench capital ; Englnnil wns closed 
against him ; his oim countrymen abhorred him ; he wan des- 
titute of I'esourceii, It is no wonder that in such circiiinstan- 
ccs ho shrunk from writing home. " What can I write?" ii» 
said. "To be silent as to luy inteodod movements would bo 
Btrnnge, nnd to tell the true state of tLitiga afflicting to mj 
friends," 

But noTcr was he in belter spirits. His diary, always lively, 
become?, during; tliis period, frolicksomc and comic. Pages of 
it are filled with titc ludicrous history of a toothache that 
racked him for days and nighta. Ho narrates all the vaiioos 
means tiied for quelling the rebdlion, till ho was driven to the 
only remedy that never fails. Ho was directed to the Tea- 
dence of a dentist, where he was received with excessive polite- 
ness by a gentleman and lady I The ladi/ approached Lim ja 
a lively, officious manner, and was about to apply her hands 
to bis &oe. Not relishing such an advance at that particnUr 
moment, lie begged her not to trouble hci'sellj and inrormed 
her that be had come to have a tooth drawn, 

"Very well, monsieur, it ia I who will do the business for 
you." 

"Ton, madam?" 

«Yes,I." 

"But, really, is there strength enough in those Utile bandi 
of yours?" 

"You Bball see, monsieur." 

He submitted. The tooth was drawn with dexterity, and 
he reivardcd the fair operator with a ducat and a kiss, 
~ ' The best society of Hamburg and Altona threw open wida 
its doors to the celebrated traveler. Judges, advocates, em- 
bassadors, city ofliciaJs, professoi-s, with their fantiliea and 
friends, were the d,iily associates of the man whom his coun- 
trymen shunned, and who had been lately obliged to pawn 
his pencil, for laclc of the sous wticrcwith to pay tbc toll of s 
bridge. Hirt most interesting acquaintance was I'rofesror 
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EbL'ling:, a man prodigionsly veraed in thu statUtics of th« 
United Slntes. "Ilifl library of American bookx is nearly 9> 
Urge as nil tlio Richmond Hill libitiry," wrote Burr to hit 
daughter. To thia vnst collection Colonel Burr was able to 
add Rome recent Btntistics, and a valuable map of Curolina, 
which were of great use to the learned profL-ssor. A warm 
feeling sprung up between them. Ebelingsent Tlieodosia a 
Bet of his works, and gave Burr valuable in trod net ion a to 
RGholars in Germany, wliithor he was preparing to go. One 
of these was to " Mr. Niebulir," whom Ebeling described as 
"the son of the celebi-atcd Arabian traveler," who is now 
chiefly known to the world as tlic father of the historian. Nie 
buhr was then privy councillor to the king, nnd had not yef 
lectured on Roman history. 

After mucli negotiation, and many interviews with embafr 
tadors and other magnates, pei'mission to visit Paris reached 
Colonel Burr, just as he was leaving Denmark for a short tour 
in Germany. He continued his journey, notwithstanding, and 
piused six exciting weeks in Germany. Ho visited Hanover, 
Brnnswick, Goltingen, Golha, Wkimaii, Frankfort, and intor- 
inedintc places ; at each of which ho saw the most interesting 
persona. 

At Goltingen, he became intimate with Piofessor Heeron, 
then in the prime of his celebrity. "Professor Heeren," he 
wrote in his diary one evening, " told mo two very importanl 
articles of news. 1st, The divorce of emperor and empresft 
^e manner of it is noble nnd worthy of liim, 2d, 77ie /"mpe- 
ror't as»&it to the independence of Mexico andtlie otlter Span- 
UhcolonicB. Kow why the devil didn't he tell me of tliis two 
yeareago?" And why did Aaron Burr linger in Germany 
when, at Inst, it v>aa told him? We shall see in a momcntj 

Weimar he reached on the 2d of J.innnry, 1810. Five de- 
KghttVil days he passed at that illustrious abode of genius, and 
Mw the great men and great pei-sonagus, m'Iidso residenoe 
Bt Weimar immortalized its name. Goethe, then in his majes- 
Uo prime, our iravelcr met several times, and attended an oven- 
mg [•arty at his nouse ; but, unfortunately, adds not a word C« 
lie bare mention of the titct. Ho became sometvhat iiitimiU 
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with " tha amiablo and good Wiclantl." Ho enjoyed s Wt** 
tAto with tlic U.ironess Dc Stein. He was presented at coart, 
dined wl'h the diicnl fiimily, nnd took tea with the princely la- 
dies, "nil in calico and en/amille," "The princess Cnrollno 
would bo happy to bco him any morning," said la Baronne 
Do Slcin. At the theater, the celebrated theater, Goethe's 
theater, he bjiw n "soriona comedy" pcrTormed " pei-fectly to 
his snliafuction," while ilio duke, Goethe's duke, sat in his li^ 
tlo open side box, ivithout an attendant, and in plain clothes, 

A unrions rcneonter he had in the streets of Wcimnr, Pass- 
big along, he saw a little girl three j-ears old, ranking a stand, 
and refusing to move. Two Indies were trying in vain to pre- 
vail on her to go on. The gallant American crossed over to 
try his powers of pcrsnasion, which were potent with children. 
One of the ladies, ho perceived, was a counters ho had met at 
conrt, and bowed to her. Tlie olhev lady ho did not recog- 
DiKC nt all, nor in any way salute. Soon after, ho met the B.ir- 
oness Dc Stein, nnd told her that he had just seen one of the 
lilllc princesses with tlie Countess De Peystor and a "JolieJiUe 
de chambre." It happened that iho "jolio fillo do cliarabre" 
was no less a personage than the Gr.and Duchess of Weimar, 
to whom Madame Do Siein told ihe story. Colonel Burr, on 
meeting the dnohess at dinner that evening, at the palace, waa 
liumorously rallied by bei- on his oversight. It is evident that 
Burr was in remarkably high favor in the courtly circles of 
Weimar, 
n But why was he there? It was not the feme of Goethe and 
Wieland, and the duke, that attracted Aaron B) rr to Weimar; 
but an amour, a sertQiia passion for a lady of rank. " Wei- 
mar, Weimar," ho wrote, "for which I have gone sever.'v 
miles out of my way; have expended so much time and 
money ; and all this for the lovely D'Or. I shall, at least, 
have the saliBfaotion of having performed my engagement, 
perhaps the only reward." Then, as the recent intelligence 
from Paris crosses his mind, he adds, " tlow little did I know 
how much I should regret the time !" The lady was a mem 
bor of the court circle of Weimar, He was with her coiv 
flUntly there, and appears to have been no uaweloomo oava" 
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lier. Ilis passion grew as llic dnys passed on, till ha becfttne 
•o completely unptivntcd, -is to be tempted to ahanilon Ills 
long-clierislied projects, and devote bitnself for ever to the 
object of Ilia idolatry. 

He saw liis dnnj^er, nnd sought safety in a precipitate fli<;bb 
He vas engaged to dinnei-s, to pailies, to balls; but, without 
waiting even to send excuses or tiirewells, or to receive letters 
thai had been pi-omised liim, lie hurried away from the sphere 
of the " sorceress." " Another interview," wrote lie to his 
daughter, "and I might have been lost; my hopes and pro- 
jects blasted and abandoned. The horror of this last catas- 
trophe struck me so forcibly, and the danger was so imminent, 
that at eight o'clock I ordered post-horses ; gave a ei'own ex- 
tra to the postillion to drive like the devil, and lo ! here I am 
in a warm room, near a neat, good bed, safely locked within 
the walla of Krfuith, rejoicing and repining. If you had been 
near me, I should have had none of this trouble." 

As he was writing the above sentences, an incident occurred 
vhieh shoived that the struggle through which lie had passed 
had left him in no very amiable temper. " About one o'clock 
in the morning," he says, " an ill-looking fellow opened my 
door without knocking, and, muttering in German something 
which I did not comprehend, bid me put out my candle. Be- 
ing in no very placid lianior at the moment, jis you sec, I 
cursed liim, and sent him to the lower regions, in French and 
English. He advanced, and was going to seize the candle. 
My umbrella, which has a dirk in the handle, being near me, 
I seized ir, drew the dirk, and drove him out of the room. 
Some minutes after I heard the steps of a number of men, 
and, looking out of my window, saw it was a corporal's gnaid. 
It then ocearred to me that this Erfurth, being a garrison 
town, with a French goveinor, there might, probably enough, 
be an order for extinguishing lights at a certain hour, and T 
had no doubt but the gentlemen I had jlst seen in the street 
were coming to invite me to take a walk with them. So I 
bundled up my papers, and put them in my pocket to be readj 
for a lodging in the guardhouse. It was only the relief of th* 
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«entint>ls going round ; and who the impertinent exUngnnhsi 
inia I liavo not heat'd." 

"We find liira next at Gotha, where ho remained thieo or 
four days, and rando an extraordinary impression npon the 
reigning family. The duke, in particular, himself a biilliant 
man, was eliarmed with the urbane and ngreeable Amei-ican, 
Burr almost lived at the palace. He spoke one evening of 
Tbeodosia, and chanced to mention that he had a portrait of 
her at his hotel. Nothing would content the duko but an im- 
mediate sight of the pictni'e, and an nslicr was dispatched to 
bring it to the palace. The duke liked Tbeodosia, but not the 
portrait. "In the original," sjud he, "there must be dignity, 
majesty, genius, gentleness, and sensibility ; all discernible in 
the picture, but imperfectly expressed." Burr, on liis part, 
was charmed with the duke's daughter, the princess Louise, a 
lovely gii'l of te^' yeai's. Before leaving Gotha, he demanded 
' a souvenir of the little princess. " What should it be f" she 
asked. He proposed a garter, which greatly amused tho 
group. But she sent him a drawing of a bouquet, " eKecutcd 
wonderfully for her years." On examining it, he found no 
■ume or iuBcriptinn to "verify the important transaction," 
and sent it back to have the omission supplied, which was 
vRry gracefully done by the little princess.* 

* The fbllowiog is tlie note in irhich Colonel Bait nude tlio roqnert : 



" I beg pardon, iu [be first place, tor writing to jou at all Id the next, 
fn writing in Eogliali ; but great Qxigeocies defy tlio restraint of Torios. 

'■ I have received, witii colbuaiaim aud delight, tlie degunt bouquet made 
tj Iho lienutiftil hand or my Jovoly Princess Louisa; but I Lave seordied in 
rain for a name, a date, an address, an inscription, Eometliing to denote tha 
BonoT and llie occnsioD. Aiai I all ia blaok and dlenL Allow me to intreat 
four influence witli my adored princesa to induce her to odd her name and 
a date. Tiie bouquet is sent for the purpose by Uie bearer of tkit, wbo will 
wail your orders. 

"On ouoUior subject, totereBtiiig to yoursoll", be assured of my punctuality 
■nd zeaL It U n-ith regret tlint I bid adieu to Gotha. I shall bear with me 
Id my satiTe forciia tba reoollection of the cboniii and boapitaliliea of Itt 

" A. BimB.* 



iU Oathk, IIS overywhere else ia Germany, he found pc» 
plo fhiiiili.iily ncijiinintcd nith iiis cnrucr ; "duels, treasons, 
ipCGulicn, g!i Hunt lies," to use liis own langonge. The Baron 
&rick, for iixnmplc, oh&mbcrlain to ilic King of Trusaia, 
vboni Uiirr met at tlic court of Gotlia, had rend his fai-ewell 
^eech to tho SunntG, and conceived fui' tliQ speaker an admi- 
ration fliipi'oncliiiig tlic enthueiiulic. No Ainciican, in a word, 
llBS Imd filch success al the reGncd couits of Germany as Col- 
esel Burr. 

He roniaiiicd a kw dnya al Fran kfort-on-tlie- Main, before 
enieridg the dominions of tlic emperor. Well supplied with 
ioU-odiiclions from liis fiicnds in Gotlia and Weimar, lie waa 
M once nt home in tlie court society of iho city. At the Car 
nno there oL'currcd two or three ndiciiloiis incidents. 

" Who is that beautiful creature with the blanche bon P" 
Baked Burr of a grand duke whom ho knew. 

" Tliat, sir, is my daughter ; shall I have the honor to pre- 
sent you?" 

A few minutes after, his attention was attracted by another 
Isdy. 

" Pray, connt," Baid lie to an acquaintance, " what fine, vo. 
Inptnous woman was that you were just now talking with ?" 

" Who, tho very UU one, with the bon roiigo ?" 

" Exactly ; a most striking figure," 

"That, sir, is my wife. Ha! ha! Come here, my dear, 
Monsieur lu Colonel Burr wishes to k'now yoti." 

This, said he, was too much for one evening; and having 
two other engagements, he soon left. Returning later, be 
found the ladies promenading tho floor, whilo the gentlemen 
were seated at cards. This struck him as being an odd ar 
rangcraent of the company, and addressing a young lady, ho 
toid, "Is there any law forbidding a gentleman to walk with 
n lady ?" 

" O I nonsense ; how could there be such a law 7" 

" Well, then, is it contrary to good manners J" 

" By no means." 

"May I then walk with you ?" 

" OftTtvuIy." 
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And 80 he did for an hoar, though no gontleman dared fol 
low his example. 

From Frankfort he went to Maycnce, where his Paris pass- 
ports were to be sent. To his dismay, he found they had not 
arrived. He learned further, that his intention to visit Paris 
had been extremely ill-received by the American minister, and 
he was earnestly advised not to put his pei-son into the power 
of the French authorities. He was not dissuaded, but began 
anew negotiations for the indispensable passports. Fearing a 
long delay, he withdrew from society, and went to reside in 
cheap lodgings, observing that ducats were of more value to 
; him just then than dinners. To his inexpressible relief, how- 
\ ever, the passports soon anived,and on the 16th of February, 
1810, ho was iu 



CHAPTER XXX. 



:S PARIS UNDER SUHTBILLANCB. 



raiuii — LurrcB to yDUCiia— Tub Kika 
— L'KaEK S^'llv^LlJ.^clt or Tim Pouei 
Auriirjis JlwinKxn— Iitkiivii-w uitii 

KIGK orrtll THE AUEniOAX ClIUOR DO A 

Cmn A SuDii Chuuit— LiTTEU riuui 

UOKKV. 



TUEOMMU — Exi'iDULin n 



Uwrn. Colonel Bun- heard from Professor Hecren tliat TTa- 
poleoD Imd consented to ilic independence of tlio Spnnisli proT- 
Inixa in Amencn, he Ii.id no intention of nltemptin*; torench 
the oar of tlie emperor. The news of Hint event clinnged 
him onoo more from a traveler into a politician, nnd tiiongh 
be could not break away immediately from tlio fascinations of 
German society, yet having once done so, lie pnrsneJ his ob- 
ject with all Ilia own intensity. It was his last hope. 

Tlic morning after his arrival in Paris ho began operations 
by dispatching n note to the Due do Cadoi'o, Napoleon's rain- 
bter for foreign nftinrs, hinting at his object in comlnji to Paris, 
and asking an interview. In the evening eamo n civil reply, 
■ appointing a day and hour for tlio purpose. At the appointed 
time. Colonel Hiirr went to tlio oRico of the niiniHtcr, and 
applied lor admission. But the ))ortcr, on referring to the list 
of pel-sons to bo that day received, foimd not the name of 
Burr, and refused to admit him. This was not a promising 
«gn. The applicant, too, bad neglected to bring tho duc'i 
note granting the audience. " J^ortimatelt/," says the diary, 
" the poller of the day w.is a woman," and " after much nego- 
tiation, got admiiision to the nnlc-clinmbcr." He sent in his 
eard and was received ; had lir If an hour's conversation with 
Ui« dnc, in tho course of which he gave him an outline of bii 
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viewx and plans. How iDcapnble tbo ministerii of Nnpolcon 
were of independent Hction, liow litoinlly lliey were llie itiiti- 
isfcrBoftlioh-mastci'a will, is known. Tlic Due de Ciidoie, on 
this occision, could only listen politely to llic atntements of 
the apptic.int, and give an official proraUc to t>iibinit liU pro- 
jeolR to tlic consideration of tlic emperor. Colonel Burr wu 
not clnted by this interview, and, indeed, it liad no result 
whatever. 

He ivnited a few days, and then applied to oilier ininistera, 
batrecpived no answer. To leas important officials lie pro- 
cured adniiltance, but mot witli no oucoui-nj;ement. ile funnd, 
what 80 inauy adventurers liad to discovur dmiiijr Nnpoleon'a 
reign, lliat every avenue from the outer ivoild to ilie cnippi-or'a 
cabinet, wns beset with difficulties. Tlic King (d'Wcslplialia, 
who lind been superbly entertained at Ricliiuonii Hill in other 
days, was llicn in Pni'ia, and Colonel Burr danecd aitendanca 
in tlio antit-cliambci'S of bis hotel, in the hope uf olilaining an 
audience. Ho wrote a memorinl to the emperor liijuselli and 
gave it in dinrgc to an official of tlio court to present. No 
response. On tlio ministei-s' "public days," tie occasionally 
got tlic car of one of them for a few tninntcs, and made, is 
Honio instances, a favorable impression; but noilihi^ followed 
to give liini hope. 

Five tvecks passed in theso frnittcss endeavors. He then 
addressed to tlie Due d'Otranto (Fouclio) the following letter: 

"Mr. Burr, from the United Slate* of >forth America, har- 
iDg Romo months ago seen pnblislied in the MontUvr the 
expression of Ids mnjesty's assent to the indcpendcneo of the 
Spanish Ameiictn colonies, came to Paris to offer Ids services 
to accomplish that object and others connected therewith. 
He asked neither men or money. He asked only the author 
nation of his majesty, 

"Mr, Burr has had convei-sations with persons near the 
government, and through whom he had presumed that the 
oommnnications would have p.issed to the emperor. Having 
received no answer, he proposes shortly to take his departure 
But being persuaded that his communications have not beer, 
understood, and donbtiuj whether they have at all beea pra 



IK PARIS UNDER 6 L' It VEILLANCB 



20S 



■etited to Ilia majesty, Mr. Burr aliould, with very great ra- 
gret, leave iho country willioiii having had a few niinutetf 
ooiiversntioD willi his cxuelleiicy the Dnko d'Oti'niitc, foi 
whoso talents lio has long entertained the highest veneration, 
and by wliuin Mr. Biut la convinced that the value of bit 
viewn woiili! be promptly and justly appreciated, 

"He takes the liburty of asking an audience at any hoor 
his excellenvy niay be pion»cd to name, and begs leave to offer 
assurances of his profound consideration and respnct." 

Tlic interview waa granted. But the Duo d'Olniuto could 
do no more for him than the Due de Oadore. 

The King of Westphalia being still in Paris, it occurred to 
Colonel Bun', that through him he could gain access to the 
emperor. Alter attempting again to procure an interview 
through the oDiocrs of his court, he wrote direct!/ to the king 
himself: " Sire^I take the liberty of asking an interview with 
your mitjesty, aa well to offer personally my homage as to 
nako a communication, of the value of which your mnjesty 
will tletermiiio in a few minutes' conversation," lie received 
for answer the information that Uio king was about to leave 
Pm-id for twenty days, and that nothing could bo done tmtJI 
his relui'n. It does not ajipear that the audience was ever 
gnntud. 

It were useless to narrate all the efforts niado by Colonel 
Biut to obtain consldciation for his projects at tlie Prenob 
He had small expectation of success alter the lii'st eight 
daya of his stay in Paris ; but it was not till he had spent Rvo 
months of active cxcriion, without receiving from any source 
(he slightest encouragement, that he finally abandoned all hope 
of aeoom pushing tlie object for which he had come to Europe. 
How indefuligably ho attended the audience-chambers of min- 
istei's 1 What letters and memorials be wrote I How per- 
fectly ho maintained his dignity, in circumstancis that made 
fcim a constant solicitor! If his task had been to gain over 
the ministers of Napoleon, his success would have boen easy 
and speedy ; and if he could have stood face to face with 
Napoleon for half an hour, he could not have tiiiled to make 
■n imp ression on a nun who bad a keen eye for discerning 
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exeeutivo force, and knew how to render it available for taa 
own purposes. It' tlic boy-soldier, Anron Burr, hud begun bin 
career in llic French service, nnd had etood as ncnr to Xn|H>> 
Icon as be did to Washington, the Great Soldier would have 
Been in tlic intrepid, iniputnoua lieutenant, the stuff to make 
t marslial uf. Biiir missed iinmortal glory by being boin on 
the wrong continent. 

Tlie dis-ippoinied adventurer now determined, at all baznrda, 
to return lo ili<« United Stales, and applied for the ivquisite 
passports, Tftei/ tccre re/usedl No explanation was given 
him, except that he conid go to any i^artof France he wished, 
but that his departnrc from llic empire was positively forbid- 
den. He was under the surveillance of that perfect polios 
which could mal<o the empire as impassable a prison as n 
walled and moated Ibrlress. " Behold me," he cried, " a pn» 
oucr of slate, and almost without a sous," Henceforward, for 
many a tedious month, ids only scriaus occupation was to get 
out of France. "All this vexation," he thought, "arose from 
the macli illations of our worthy minister. General Armstrong,* 
who has been, and still is, indefatigable in his csei'lions to my 
pivjudicc ; goaded on by personal hatred, by political rancor, 
and by the natui'al malevolence of his temper." 

His tirst care now was to provide the means of enbaistence. 
He had intended to remain a month in Paris, and had come 
provided with money fur that period. At first he had lived, 
aa was necessary, in a tolerable hotel, and, for the sake of 
appearances, had kept a valet. Half a year of tliia mode of 
life, tlwugh he economized to the point of going without 
eagar (then a dollar a pound in Paris), had reduced his finan* 
ces to the lowest ebb, and his situation was really serious. 
Winter was approaching, and there was no prospect either of 
his leaving the onipirc, or of being able to livo in it. He 
was by no means friendless, however. The celebrated Count 
Volney ht had known and entertained in America, and wai 

* Armstrong was aa old New Tork pollUcian, coancctcd by miLrringo wM 
llie LiviugstoD^ and dow dovolcd to JoObraoiL It was Anostroiig, doubll<'M 
nat ioflucEuxKl lollc; rand (anotticr of Biur'g Now York Kucsta) i^piinat tbi 
txilo. 
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now Ills frequent associate in Pans. Willi Mrs. Roboitson, 
Ihc widow ol' lIiQ Scotch historian, lie was extremely intimate. 
lie soon had n large circle of ailiiiiriiig fi-ieiid.s in the ii|iper 
ranks of the Bureaucracy, and was evidently regarded with a 
filvorabic eye by two or three of the Napoleonic dukes. But 
in Iiij nxtreino need, it was to a coimtryman that Le made 
known hh circnmstancoa, and applied for help. 

Even at that early poi-iod, tiiero was a considerable number 
of Amui-iean residents in Puiis, a city which was peculiarly 
dear to the innn wlio eould remember the Revolution as a 
recent event. Upon ihe arrival of Aaron Bnrr, the American 
residents entered into a combination against him. It was 
agreed iliat any Aniciicnn citizen who should converse with, 
Bpcak to, or ealtite liiin, shouhl bo " cut" by all tlie rest ; and 
that no eapt.iin of a vesae!, or merchant, should convey any 
letter or parcel for him. Tiie messenger to whom were en- 
trusted dispatches from the American minister to tlic govern- 
ment at Washington, was instructed to take no letter or parcel 
from Aaron Bm-r, and to require every one lianding him a 
letter or parcel, for delivery in the United States, to pledge 
his honor llmt il contained nothing from Aaron Burr. 

In spite of these vindictive measures, lie had friends and 
partisans among the Americans in Paris, one of whom was 
* Edward Griswold, formoriy a member of the Now York bar, 
Mid ROW a specnlating resident of Paris, and a man of fortune. 
To llim, as the last louis was gliding from his purse, Colonel 
Burr frankly and fully revealed his situation, and asked a loan 
of a. hundred and tifiy guineas. The man of wealth was him- 
self temporarily embarrassed, but contrived to advance about 
balf that sum, which enabled Burr to exist during the winter. 

But only to exist. lie lived in the che.ipest lodgings, and 
denied himself nearly every luxury. Frequent in his diary 
itre sucii entries as this : " It is now so cold that I should be 
glad of ft fire ; but to that I have great objections ; for what 
would become of the fifty plays, and something, I won't tell 
what, which I meditate to buy for Oampillo, that will make 
his little heart biat." Or this : " I never spend a livro that I 
do not ralculate what ]>relty thing it might have bought for 



yoa (Theodosia) and Gnmpillo." Or this : " I was n«»r gong 
to bed witlioiit writing to joii, for it i« very <x,ld, and I have 
only two lillle stumps (of wood) abont iis big aa your little 
fists. But thi'n I thou;rht you would i"o pout; so I mustei-ed 
oourng(>, and liavc wrote you all Oil*, li ussy." Or i\a»: "1 
vear no fiuitout, for a great many pliilosopliiu rensons; prin 
cipally, because I have not got one. The old grent coat wh-ch 
I broiiglil from Aiiieiico, still serves for traveling, if I sliould 
Bver travel ngnin." While he wiu thus shivering ii: lib gar- 
ret, one i^ay, ho read in an American [taper thnt Aaron Bun 
had entered (he service of the Emperor Kapoleon, ni a salary 
of two tliousnod pounds per annum ; and, in an English paper 
that the same nidividnal was engaged in a project lor dismeoi- 
bering the United States I 

It was not without many an etforl that he yielded to tha 
necessity of remaJning in Paiia. When, through the aid of 
Mr. Gridwutd, he had once more the means of retuining to 
the United States, his exertions to obtain a passport were in- 
cessant. He wrote to ministers, inquiring the reason of his 
detention, and, receiving no answer, besieged their ante- 
chambers for interviews. One of his interviews with the Duo 
de Rovigo (Savary) is dcsuribed at some length in the diary : 

" At one to Duke Rovigo's, I was the first, and placed in 
the ante-ehnmber. The huissicr told me that tlio audience 
would not begin till two. 'Why, then, air, did you bid me 
come at one?' 'That yon might be ready at two,' There 
came in to the number of forty-seven ; a majority women. 
Two English women sat ne^it to me. At hull-past two the 
doors were Uirown open, and a huissier cried out, 'Mesdamea 
et messieurs, etitrcz.' I was quite surprised, ciijecting we 
were to bo called in one by one, as I had seen practiced by 
Fauchct and Cliampigny. We all went in. The duke, in full 
dress, was at the further end of the room, and wc stood, fortik 
ing a sort of horseshoe, of which the two ends approached 
him. lie bognn on his right, and so on, hearing and answer 
ing, generally, in about one minute. Some of the women 
kept hiin three or four minutes, and some talking on after be 
oad given bis answer, till be had turned bis bauk and ad- 
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Jr«ss(.-d llio next. His fii-at quealion ivaa, 'Qii'i etea voust' 
One viTy ill-looktng folloii' Iio nskod, 'Etcs voiis le Colonel 
Bnrr?' By w!iii:U I learned lliat lie Iiad lljat pciaon in his 
mind. J KliH'cud my place ko na to be last ; bul some iliree or 
four olliei-s, uilli llie like design, got after mo. 

"At li!iij;ili my Inm came, I announced myaelf, and told 
him I had hcon lefuscd a passport, at wliidi I was l!io moro 
BQi'pi'iscd, as lio probably knew the nature of the busineaa 
which iind brought me to Franoe. 

" *I Luve heard it mentioned, but I do not knoir the dfr- 
tailx.* 

" ' I am delii^htod, sir, to have an opportunity to make you 
acquainted Miih ihem. I have not liad an opportunity of 
bnng heard by a soldier, and no other is copnblo of judging 
of my cutcrprisc. The military genius of your excellency 
will appri'ciate luy views. I should bo sorry, indeed, to leave 
France without having been liateucd to and understood.' 

" lie asked me to walk aside that he might hear it. I told 
him that I had it in writing. 

" ' All ! give it me, I will read it with eagei-neas.' 

"So I drew it from my side pocket and gave it to hira, and 
was going to renew the question of passpoi't. 

" ' Ah ! we will talk of tliat after I shall have read your me- 
morial. I will write and give you a private audience in a few 
daya.' And then he suddenly turned off to another. 

"So that, after all my pains to get an audience, it ha 
oroouutod to just nothing. It was unlucky, however, that, 
through iKUorauuc, I aliould have stumbled on Ida public day. 
On any oilier he gives private audience to alt who aio per- 
mitted to CI me in. I like much his appearance and manner. 
A hands'ime man, about forty-two, very prompt and decided, 
but sufficiently eourtcoua. lie has the appcai'anGO of intelli- 
gence and good breeding ; all wliieh is belter tlian I had been 
taught to expect." 

A few days after, lio a'tcndcd a grand reception at the 
palace of the Duo Rovigo, where he waa presented in form 
by the Duo d'Albcrg. The Due de Rovigo had read the me- 
morial, and "said some civil things," but no allusion was made 
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to the paisport. Soon Burr n-ns again in the official ant*- 
cbamber, and, though lold by the usher that the due did not 
receive that day, he waited three hours, and "got sight of his 
excellency by force and demanded the passport." The due 
escaped hiit impoi'tunity, by asserting that the emperoi' hail 
consented to his departure, and that he could obtain n pass- 
port by applying to the Minister for Foreign Atfuiis. But 
Burr knew the French govemment too well to believe him. 
" Words," said he, " cost nothing here, and there is ofken an 
immensity of time and space between the promise of » court- 
ier and the performance." And there was in this instance. 
The due's assurance was literally nothing but a means of es- 
caping from nn impoitunate suitor. 
^ He addressed a memorial at last to the emperor himself, in 
which be told the story of his repealed failures to gain a bear 
ing fur his projects, and oPhis forced detention in Pans. "Not 
only," ho coududed, "did the motives of my visit and my 
conduct since my residence in France deserve a different re- 
turn ; at all limes I have deserved well of your mnjesty and 
of the French nation. My homo in the United States has 
been always open to French citizens, and few of any note who 
have visited the United States have not experienucd my hos- 
pitality. At a period wlien the administration of the govern- 
ment of the United States was liostile to France and French- 
men, they received from mo efficient protection. These, sire, 
are my crimes against Fiance I Presuming that a proceeding 
so distressing and unmerited — so contrary to the laws of hos- 
pitality, to the fame of your majesty's magnanimity and just- 
we, and to that of the courtesy of the French nation, must be 
without your majesty's knowledge, and that, amid the mighty 
ooncei-ns which weigh on yonr majesty's mind, those of an in- 
dividual so humble as myself may have escaped yonr notice, 
I venture to intrude into your presence, and to ask either » 
passport to retnrn to tlie United States, or, if in fact your 
majesty, with the expectation of rendering me useful to yon, 
should wish a further delay, that I may be informed of th« 
period of that delay, that I may take measures accordingly 
for my subsistence." 
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No answer was vouchsafed to Ihis memorial, vhich may 
never have reached ihe emperor. 

Before llie winter Hct in. Colonel Burr brought himself to 
Apply to the American minister for a certificate of citizenship, 
the possession of wliich, be erroneously supposed, would se- 
cure the consent of the French government to his departure. 
General Armstrong was absent, and had left in chaise of the 
embassy Jonathan Russell, of Rhode Island. To him Colonel 
Burr formally applied. Russell replied, that " the province of 
granting passports to citiEens of the United Stales belongs to 
the oonsiij, to whom all wishing for that protection mnst ap- 
ply." Colonel Burr applied to the consul ;* who answered, 
that " his knowledge cf the circnmstanoes nndcr which Mr. 
Burr left the United Stutes rendered it his duty to decline 
giving Mr. Burr either a passport or a perraia de sejour," but 
that " the charge des affaires unquestionably possessed full au- 
thority to gi-ant protection in cither of those tbrnis to any 
person to whom it might be improporly denied by the consul." 
Colonel Burr accordingly applied again to the charge des af- 
&ires, transmitting the consul's note, and denying the right of 
a foieign minister to inquire into any " circtimatances" other 
than those which tend to prove or disprove the claim to <uti- 
senship. But, continued Burr, " if Mr. Russell should be of 
a ditTercnt opinion, Mr. Burr is ready to satisfy him that no 
circumstances exist which can, by any construction, in the 
slightest degree impair his rights as a citizen, and lliat the 
oonclusionsof the consul are founded in error, either in points 
of fact or of inference. Yet, conceiving that every citizen 
has a right to demand a certificate or passport, Mr. Burr is 
constrained to renew his applicatiou to Mr. Russcl), to whom 
the consul has been pleased to refer the decision." 

To this, Russell replied in the following words : " The man 
who evades the offended laws of his country, abandons, for 
the time, the right to their protection. This fugitive from 
justice, during his voluntary exile, has a claim to no other 
passport than one which shall enable him to surrender himself 

* The conjml was Wr. McRse, a lavrer of Richmond, who had Qgored al 
the trial as oob of the Daunao] fur Lhe pi 



£10 LIFIi OF A A RON BCRn. 

for trial for llie offt-naes with whicli he stands ch&rged. 

a pnssport Mr. Russell will furnUli to Mi'. Burr, but no 

olber." 

The correspon donee here i-ested for some months, but Burr 
at length replied to Russell's letter with equal adroitness and 
effrontery.. To complete this story, hia retort may be inserted 
here : " Mr. Burr askit of the charge des affaires a passport to 
retoi'n to the United States. To prevent a circuitous pro- 
ceeding, Mr. Burr takes the liberty of recalbng to Mr. Ru* 
sell's recollection that the consul has declined to act in regard 
to Mr. Burr ; that the question has been referred to Mr. Rus- 
Bell, kAo has beenjAeased to decide that Mr. Burr it entitled 
to the paMport above requested. Ue now wishes to STail him- 
self of thiR decision." The charge could not refuse the paaS' 
port. But that document was of no avail without the added 
sanction of the French government, which had stilt to be ob- 
tained. 

We shall pass rapidly over the period of Colonel Burr's 
forced residence in Paris. It was fifteen months before be 
finally escaped from the coimtry ; during the greater part of 
wbich his attention was divided between efforts to obtain pass- 
ports, and schemes to procure the means of living. He was 
all activity, Hia mind never stagnated. Hia spirits never 
sank. He read enormously ; he visited numberless persons 
and places ; and was on the alert at all times. 

His extretne [Mverty he regarded always in the light of a 
joke. " How sedate and sage one is," he eays, " with only 
three sous." And again : " I may as well tell you of my 
economy in tliis wine affair. Eating my bread and cheese, 
and seeing half a bottle of the twenty-five sous wine left, I 
thought it would be too extravagant to open a bottle of the 
good ; BO I tried my best to get down the bad, constantly 
thinking of llie other, which was in sight, and trying to per- 
suade myself to give Gamp, some of that; but no. I stuck 
to the bad, and got it all down. Then, to pay myself for this 
act of heroism, treated him to a large tumbler of the trua 
Roussillon, and sallied forth to my marehand de vin to engage 
bim to exchange the residue. You see I am of Santara's 
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G in, under its influpnce, much morp 



aptnion, that though a n 
drioking good wine, yet b 
sble <o boar poverty.'* 

A ston I- hearted, jovial boy, who had been captivated by 
Robinson Crusoe, and then cast away on an island, would, we 
may imagine, repeat with avidity the contiivancea he had 
read of in his favonte book, and take all the hardsihips of his 
lot in the gay Ci-usoean spirit. Something in this way. Col- 
onel Burr took his poverty. He played with it. He had a 
kind of pleasure in spending his very lasC aoun, to eeo what 
would oome of it. " Having lefl exactly sixteen sous," he tells 
his daughter, " I bought with them two plays for my present 
amusement, and then for yours. Came home with my two 
plays, and not a single sous. Have been ransacking every- 
where to see if no little ten sous piece could bo found. Not 
one. To make matters worse, I am out of dgars, but have a 
little black, vile tobacco, which serves me as subiititute. Poor 
Julia (landlady) too, is exhausted, being in advance for roe 
twenty or thirty francs." He speaks frequently of his maneu- 
vers to avoid the cold. Once, the wind blew down his chim- 
ney with suob force as to scatter the ashes all over the room. 
"After various experiments how to weather the gale, I at 
length discovered that I could exist by lying flat on Lhe floor; 
lor this purpose i laid a blanket ; and reposing on my elbows, 
with a candle at my side, on the floor, have been reading 
I/Espion Anglois, translated fiom the English ; extremely well 
written, and, thus prostrate, 1 have the honor to write you 
this. When I got up just now for pen and ink, I found my- 
self almost buried in ashes and cinders. You would hav« 
thought I had laid a month at the foot of Mount Yesuvius." 

Ilis chimney, indeed, was a ceaseteaa source of annoyance. 
Paris chimneys were so generally bad, that it was one of the 
trades of the city to cure them of smoking. His amuky chim- 
ney, however, enabled him to make a signal display of ingenu- 
ity, and to give Parisians one of the first pioola ever afforded 
ihem of the value of a Yankee notion. He engaged a " f* 
miate" to work, under his own order, upon his insupportable 
oliironey. Burr directed the laying of every brick; and the 



212 LIFE OF AAHOV BtlRB. 

utoniahed msson, its he put each one In its place, passed to 
remonstrate against the ahsurdity of the plan. He was certain 
it could not answer ; he would not be responsible. " Mon- 
sieur, it is my affair !" was Bun's re|>ly. The work was soon 
done, a fire was lighted, and ail the inmates of the house 
watched the result with interest. It answered perfectly. "The 
lumiste gazed upon the fire with astonishment and admiration, 
uud seemed to conceive for me a most profound respect." 

but this was merely a private and domestic triumph. A 
few days alter, be performed the same feat upon a larger scale. 
He tells the story In his hurried, graphic way : " To Madame 
Fenwick's in the character o( fumiati. Every chimney in her 
house smokes sometimes, and most of them always. I was 
railing against the stupidity of the Parisians, and quoted this 
among other instances. She challenged me to cure the evil. 
Accepted ; and she assigned for the trial of my American skill 
the worst in the house. It had been already in the hands of 
several scientific fiimistes. Some applied their remedies at 
the top, and others at the bottom, but equally without effect. 
This morning was asiiigned for my experiment, and she gave 
me carte blanche. At half past eight I found the mason, the 
brick, and the mortar. We went to work. She, in the mean 
time, made me breaklhst (coffee, blanc, and honey) in the ad- 
joining room. She amusing herself at my folly. Several 
visitors called, and all came to see what was going forward. 
Satirical, but ple-isant remarks were made. On my part there 
was no siirt of reply. At length the work was iinished. At 
eleven we made a large fire. The chimney drew to perfec- 
tion. The doors and windows might be open or shut ; noth- 
ing disturbed the draught. What added greatly to the merit 
of the result is, that the day wga the most unfavorable. A 
vehement wind from a quarter that always had tilled the 
house with emoke. 'Sir, if you will announce yourself as a 
fumist^ you will make a fortune.' " 

In this instance, as in the other, he built the fire-place on the 
principle with which Franklin had, twenty years before, made 
Americans familiar. Thenceforward, he boiled his potatoM 
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witboQl blinding himself with smoke; and potatoes were Ha 
Buin-stay sometimes for weeks togetber. 

The bitter ingredient in the exile's cup during hia residence 
in Paris, was the interruption of correspondence with his 
daughter. Nearly a year passed without his receiving a let- 
ter from her. One packet of letters reached him twenty-three 
months after it had been sent. She, too, had to pass eleven 
anxious months without hearing from her father. Yet father, 
daughter, and "Gampillus" wrote by eveiy ship that sailed. 
The times were troubled, navigation was as nearly as possible 
suspended, and the route between the interior of South Caro- 
lina and an obscure lodging in Paris, was very long and oircu- 
ilous. Moreover, the ariival of a letter addressed to a person 
under surveillance, and its delivery into the hands of that un- 
fortunate individual, were, and are, two very distinct events 
in Paris, the latter by no means necessarily following the 
former. 

When, after long, long intervals, words from the hills of 
South Carolina did fini? their way to the exile's ear, they were 
not words of good cheei. The embargo and non-inlercoursn 
sets had paralyzed the industry of the United States. Theo- 
dosia said the country was in a dreadful slate. Produce 
could scarcely be sold for any price, while clothing and groce- 
ries were dearer than ever. Her husband had "offered the 
two lower plantations for sale, but every body was trying to 
aell, and no one could buy. Eoen MarP^ (her husband), she 
added, "condemns the present measures of government, and 
joins in the almost imiversal cry of free commerce or war." 
She was puzzled at her father's protracted stay in Paris. " I 
begin to think," she said, " that Hannibalhas got to Capua." 

She had to tell him, too, of old friends, who, when she wan 
last in New York, were doubtful whether it was " safe" to 
visit her; of men who wished her father well, but were a&ud 
to speak of bim where speaking would do him good ; of one 
who owed, and had promised pecuniary supplies, and " pub- 
lished liimself a villain." But, exclaims this incomparabls 
daughter, " Johm Swabtwout is true invariably, and uobi; 
oouepicuoos as the aun. He retrieves the character of mBD," 
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Keenly Theodosia watched for indications tiist the iiaUon 
was relenting toward her fitther. But §uch indioatlons never 
appGarcd. The newspapers eeldom mentioned his name, but 
lo stigmatize it. Editors friendly to hira, knew that to write 
in his defense would only ba to share bis odium, and poli- 
titjians were equally aware that no siipporter of Aaron Burr 
cauld hope to receive the smallest governmental favor. There 
is no country, perhaps, where it requires so much moral coui^ 
age It' defend an unjKipular man, or opinion, as the United 
States. Among the letters of Theodosia, there is one to 
Albert Gallatin, asking whether, in case of her father's return 
lo America, he thought the government would prosecute him 
again. The language of that letter is remarkable. It shows 
that in soliciting the opinion of a public man on the point pro- 
posed, she felt herself to be asking a prodigious favor. "Thoujjh 
convinced of your ^r/nneM," she says, " still with the utrai.st 
diffidence I venture lo addres* you on a subject which it is 
almost dangerous to mention." And having made the request, 
she is still eloquent in apologidng for the vastness of the de- 
mand upon his courage, his candor, his liberality. " Recollect," 
she says, "what are my incitements. Recollect that I have 
Been my father dashed from the high rank be held in the 
minds of his countrymen, imprisoned, and forced into exile. 
Must he ever remain excommunicated from the participation 
of domestic enjoyments and the privileges of a citizen ; aloof 
from his accustomed sphei'e, and singled out as a mark for the 
shafts of calumny? Why tiboald he be thus proscribed and 
held up to execration? What benelit to the country can 
possibly accrue from the continuation of this system ? Surety 
it must be evident to the worst enemies of my father, that no 
man, situated as he will be, could obtiuu any undue influence^ 
if even he should desire it." 

Mr, Gallatin's answer was not decisive, and she was not 
without fear that prosecution awaited her &ther if he should 
return. She told him, three months atler the date of her let- 
ter to Oallatin, that she augured ill of government, because 
the newspapers most devoted to it endeavored to keep up 
feelings of iiritation against him. Yet she thought the " m» 
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jority of till! cilisens were not iniiniual," and she Mrgod bin 
ffelieraently lo return. She advised liini not to land in 
Chai'Iestnit, but lo go boldly, and at once to New York, 
wherff, if he was attaeked, be would he "in the midst of tlio 
tenlh legion," If he sliould go fiist to South Carolina, " which 
both their hearts would crave, the news of bis ariival would 
reach New York long before bim, and the fervency of aiirpriwi 
and delighted friendship would have time to cool ;" oabalx 
would be formed, and measures would bo taken. She thought 
il better for his aflairs to come to a crisis, than for him to live 
In constant view of threatened ruin. " Jf llie teorat come/tt" 
she added, " / toiU leave every thing to suffer loUh you /" 
She little thought that her spirited advice would find Ilannibsl 
a prisoner at Capua. 

Tbeodoua devoted a part of the letter just quoted to Blen- 
nerhaasett. She said that that individual had written to Mr. 
Alston, accusing him and Aaron Burr of " plans that never en- 
tered the heads of either," and threatening immediate ezpa> 
sure unless Mr, Alston would purclin*c his silence by the pay- 
ment of thirty-five thousand dollars. Blennerhassclt said he had 
the pamphlet already written, and its r^veliitions would blast 
tfaa character of Governor Alston for ever. " As to Mr. Burr," 
remarked the Irish gentleman, " I wish you to observe, that 
I long since ceased to consider reference to his honor, resouroea, 
or good ^th, in any other light than as a scandal to any man 
offering it who is not sunk as low as himselll" "To Mr. Alston, 
also," aaid Theodosia, " lie used such language as a low-bred 
coward may use at a distance of many hundred miles," She 
added that her husband had not deigned to nottee the "au- 
dacious swindling trick," 

Colonel Burr made many endeavors in Paris '.o improve his 
finances. At one time we see him absorbed in a speculation, 
in the shares of the Holland Company, in which ho embarked 
all his elender capital. For many days he was on the rack of 
anxiety, but he eventually gained a few hundred dollars by 
the venture. If be could have obtained a passport to Am- 
llerdam, he thought be could have cleared ten thousand dol- 
lars in a few weeks, by a more extensive operation of the aam» 
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kinfl. His spirits rose at tlie pro^ipect. " I will send yon," be 
Baid, to Theodosia, " a million of fiancs within six months," 
Mid then with merry exiiltation, adds, "but one half of it must 
be laid oat in pretty Uiingn. O! what beautiful things I will 
send you. Qampilluts too, must have a beantiful little watch, 
nnd at least fifty trutnpets of diSereDt sorts and sizes. Home 
at ten, and have been casting up my millions and epeudlag 
it. Lord, how many people I have made happy !" 

Dreams all. He tried In vain to get the passport. He then 
intrusted the scheme to a frieud, who was to aut for him in 
Holland, and share the proceeds of the speculation. That 
" fi-iend bctrnyed him, and nothing that oiiourred to Colonel 
Burr during all the years of his exile touched htm so nearly as 
that. " My dear Theodosia," he wrote on the day of the dis- 
covery, " I am uclc at heart, having made the most afflicting 
of all iliscoveiies, the perfidy of a friend. A tew days ago, a 
slight suspicion rested in my mind, but I rejected it as nn- 
worthy of him and unworthy of me. It is confii-med with 
every circumstance of aggravation. I had confided to him my 
speculation with unqualified frankness ; dUcloscd every cir- 
cumstance — things known to mc alone. I had built on it the 
hopes of fortune. Ho pledged solemnly his honor to speak of 
it to no one without my leave. Kot to take a step but in con- 
currence with me, on tt-rms we had agreed. He went, I be- 
lieve the same day, disclosed the whole, and associated himself 
with another to take it wholly fi'om me. The object is irre- 
vocably lost ; for, even if he should repent, he can not take 
back )iis communications. This man first sought me under 
very peculiar clrcnmstances ; such as denoted generosity of 
sentiment, sensibility, and independence of mind." This is 
more like a burst of emotion than any other passage in the 
diary. 

Once, in Paris, he had serious thoughts of translating a 
book from Englisi into French for a bookseller. The work 
was in two volumes, octavo, for the translation of which he 
was to receive one hundred louis ; he thought he could do it 
tn three fnoiitkg, which, he said, was better than starving. The 
most singular circumstance of this scheme was, that the work 
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uontain J, to use his own words, " a quantity of abuse and 
libel on A. Burr," The work was probably " Lambert's Trav- 
els in Noilh America," upon reading whieh, Burr had made 
the foUowing entry in his journal: "To give the character of 
A. Burr, he copies part of Wirt'a speech on the trial at Rioh- 
inoml." It is needless to say the pioject of translating was 
not carried into execution. But he waa the man to have 
translated all the " abuse and libels" with hteral fidelity, and 
without adding a note of denial or qualification. 

At other times, we see liiin hurrying about Paris investi- 
gating a new mode of extracting vinegar from wood, or going 
to see a new plan of raising water,' which he said he should 
nse in supplying Charleston with that element, or inspecting 
the process of malting and insciting artificial teeth, or trying 
experiments in the roasting of coffee, or rushing from officia' 
to official for tickets of admission to galleries and reviews. 

He gave Theodosia a ludici-ous account of the delights of 
walking in the streets of Paris at that time. " No sidewalks. 
The carts, cabriotes, and carriages of all sorts rnn up to the 
very houses. You must save yourself by bracing flat against 
the wall, there being, in most places, stones set up against the 
houses to keep the carts from injuring them. Most of the 
streets are paved as Albany and Now York were before the 
Revolution, with an open gutter in the middle. Some arched 
in the middle, ami a little gutter each side, very near the houses. 
It is fine sport for the cabiiole and hack drivers to run a wheel 
in one of these gutters, always full of filth, and bespatter fifty 
pedestrians who are biaced agiunst the wall. Tlie gutters oi 
conduits for the water from the eves of the houses are carried 
out a few feet fi-om the roofs, and thus discharge the rain- 
water over your head. In most places there are no such 
pipes, and then you have the benefit of the water from the 
eaves. This was a great ridicule against the city of Albany 
about twenty years ago ; but Albany has reformed the evil." 

The last few months of his stay in Paris he was put to all 
those shitls for eking oat the means of subsistence which gen- 
tlemen in difficulties are wont to employ. He borrowed when 
Ite oould, and pawned when ho oould not. Into Gampilliu*! 
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collection of coins, he made sad inroads. Sometimes he sold 
a parcel of books. Often he was penniless, and in debt to 
every body. 

But all things have an end. Colonel Burr, at Icns^th, made 
his escape from Paris. A detail of the events which led to his 
deliverance will give the reader a momentary giimpse of the 
vtate of things in France under Napoleon the 
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The Biirou DenoD, who accompanied Bonaparte to Egypt, 
and wrote the celebrated book upon that expedition, waa Di- 
rector of the Fine Arts duiing the reign of Napoleon. He 
enjoyed, but never used the confidence of the emperor ; as 
Napoleon himself teatitied at St. Helena. With the ministers 
of the emperor he had influence, pavlicularly with the Dacde 
Bassano (Maret), the Minister for Foreign Relations, who also 
b^an his career as a literary man, Wlieu Colonel Burr was 
in Paris, Baron Denon's house was a resort for the rank, 
learning, and celebrity of the French metropolia. 

It was an act of gallantry that led Burr to an acquuntance 
with this gentleman. A certain Madame Si. Cldre, whom 
Barr extremely wished to gratify, asked him to procure for 
her a ticket of admission to the Louvre. Among Burr's in- 
Umate friends in Paris was the Duchess d'AIberg, wife of the 
Grand Duke of Frankfort, to whom he had brought letters 
from the Grand Duke of Gotha. From the duchess Colonel 
Rurr readily enough obtained the promise of the desired 
[icket ; but on going to receive it, found that she had neglected 
to procure one. The duke then gave him a note to the Di- 
reotor of tho Fine Arts, the source of tioketa to all the impe- 
rial galleries. M. Denou received him gracioosly, and on be* 
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tiig complimented bf Burr upon hU book, became mora gr» 
cioua, and gave hirn a ticket for two persona. 

Burr was rushing eagerly aivay to Madame St. Claire, " aure 
of a very kind reception," when he met Mr. Griswold, who 
taid to him : " Sir, I am in the most distressing dilemma. A 
lady, whom I wish very much to obhge, ankcd me to procure 
her a ticket for the Louvre, and I promiJicd to do it, but Itavq 
been totally disappointed, and dare not see the lady's face 
caa you put me in the way to extricate myself T" 

" Voila!" exclaimed Burr, producing the ticket, and giving 
it to Griswold, who wont on his way rejoicing, not suspecting 
that he had only bestowed the "most distressing dilemmn" 
upon his friend. That day Burr did not venture into the pres- 
ence of the defrauded St. Claire ; and when he saw her on the 
day following, she was in a humor which notliing but a ticket 
to the Louvre could appease. Away went Burr again to the 
Baron Denou for another ticket ; and this was the most tbrtn- 
nate of all his many visits to persons of note in Paris. His for- 
tunes were at the lowest ebb. He had not one sous in the 
world. The day before, he bad had to make a considerable 
detour to avoid passing a place where sat a woman to whom 
he owed two sous for a cigar. 

He found a dozen persons in M. Denon's ball of audience, 
and the great man had not ypt appeared. " I doubted," says 
Colonel Burr, " whether he would recollect my name or per- 
son. On entering, he passed by the rest, sought me out, took 
me by the hand, and led me into his cabinet, and asked me to 
excuse him a few minutes till he should dismiss the persons 
in waiting. Gatap was justly surprised at a reception so un- 
usual. On bis return, he took my band again with both hia, 
assured me of the pleasure he had in meeting me, and his de- 
sire to be useful unto me. I took him at bis word ; told him 
the business which had brought me to France ; the memoir 1 
had presented, and the ill success; that is, the siPence; and 
that my wishes were now con6ned to a passport. He ofiered 
to 8]ieak of my merr.oir to M. Maret (le Due de Baasano), sup- 
posed t'l be tlie most intimate counselor of the emperor, and 
begged me to permit him to peruse my memoir. Agreed 
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to-morrow morning, at ten, appointod for the purpose. Got 
my ticket and came off in triumpb, that I could now fulfill my 
engagement to St. Claire," 

These piofeBsions of regard were aincere, those promiseB 
were performed, and M. Denon continned his good oflices till 
they had accomplished Colonel Burr's release. 

A few days after, Burr and the Due de Bassano were 
brought together at the house of M. Denon, The occasion 
was one of those grand breakfasts, which were fashionable at 
that lime in Paris. The due had evidently been prepossessed 
in favor of Burr, and on sitting down at the table (at half-past 
three in the aHernoon) invited him to a seat next his own, the 
duchess and other ladies sitting o|iposite. Colonel Burr and 
the dnc convened much together during the repast ; and, be- 
fore they separated, the exile had told his story, and awakened 
in the minister a real interest in his fortunes. They talked 
much of Mexico. Burr said, " it teas not yet too late y" but 
if Mexico were out of the question, he had but one (avot to 
ask, permission to leave the empire. On leaving the saloon, 
the due showed Colonel Burr very particular marks of favor, 
aod " hoped he should have the honor soon to meet him again." 
From that day, he had a powerful friend at court, and the 
prospect of a return, one day, to his own country began to 
brighten. 

Three months more of ante-chamber life elapsed before any 
thing decisive was done. M, Denon was zealous, Bassano 
was interested, Burr was importunate ; but the emperor, then 
fondly anticipating the birth of the King of Rome, was, per- 
faaps, not easily induced to attend to business of small import- 
ance to himself. At last, however, not far from the very 
birth-day of the imperial infant, Colonel Burr received, with 
unbounded delight, the ofbcial assurance that "his majesty 
had consented to his departure !" The Due de Bassano, learn- 
ing through M. Denon that Burr, in consequence of his long 
detoDtion, was penniless and in debt, made the emperor's por- 
mission available, by lending him ten thons-ind franca. 

One would suppose that his troubles were now over, and 
ttut nothing remained but to pay bis debts, say good-by to 
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his friends, take passage in the flijigence to the nearest ais 
port, and aail in tht> first ship lo New York Doubtless he 
tliuught 60 himself. But never were reasonable aaUcipationi 
more tantalizingly di»iappointcd. 

The passport wrnng from the reluctant Russell was, as we 
have seen, of no avail until it had receiveil the authorization 
of the French authorities, t obtain which it had to pass 
through three offiooa. Through the first, the document {>assed 
quickly enough, and was duly transmitted to the second, where 
it remained immo»abl(^ for fourteen days. At the end of thai 
period, Buir received a paper certifying, in the usual form, 
that the passport had passed the second office, and had been 
sent to the third. To the third he forthwith repaired, and, 
on applying for the passport, was handed an officially-written 
declaration that it had not been received. In incfulring from 
office to office for the missing passport, he spent Jiee wedea, 
without getting any tidings of it whale\ er. He was then told 
that it was probably lost, and thai the only thing to be done 
was to get another passport, and begin again. He did so. 
Contemplating now a delay of sis weeks, and being still haunt- 
ed with visiona of wealth from the Holland Company, he re- 
solved to improve the time by going to Holland. That coun- 
try having been recently made an integral part of the French 
empire, there was no difficulty in his obtaining a passport for 
the journey. 

He went to Holland, and invested seven thousand francs in 
Holland Company shares, with what result doea not appear. 
He also endeavored to get access to the directors of the com- 
pany, and to lay certain plans before them for the enhance- 
ment of its prosperity. The answer he received was, that 
the directors of the Holland Company would "hold no con- 
ferenoe, nor have any intercourse with A. Burr ;" a fiict which 
be records in his diary without remark. 

Afler spending a few days in Amsterdam, he made a rapid 
tour of the country, and, i-etuming, had a very agreeable ad- 
venture. An American ship had been recently brought in 
the Vigilant, Captain Combes, and was threatened with long 
detention, if not confiscation. On Burr's first visit to Amstor 
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d*m, lie had met Captain Combes, and heard the slory of hiji 
misfortunes — but, on his return, be found the cuptain exult- 
ing over a permit to sail, an'l eager for Colonel Burr to return 
in hia ship to America. He expressed an unbounded regard 
for Burr, said lie had laid awake whole nights thinking of 
faim ; promised to tit up a cabin on any plan he might prefer, 
and declared that nothing would please him more llian to serve 
him. The ship was a stanch and new one, of four hundred 
tons, and Burr accepted the captain's ofier. Back he flew to 
Paris to get his passport, and complete his business there. 

He found the passport just where he had lefl it. But now 
a new difliculty arose. The passport given him by liussell 
was made out for Bordeanx, from which port he had intended 
to sul. He now returned the document to the charge, and 
requested him to change the port of departure to Amsterdam, 
stating his reasons, and informing him that there was no like- 
lihood of a ship sailing from Bordeaux for many nionths. 
That obliging individual refused, point blank, to make the 
alteration. 

This was, for a moment, a crushing disappomtment, as in 
those days an " opportunity for America" from a port under 
control of the French emperor, was a very rare event, and 
the day named for the sailing of the Vigilant was close at 
hand. Burr ooiisulted Baron Denon, who promptly informed 
tlie Due de Bassano of the new dilemma. The due, who was 
BOW very warmly interested for Burr, chanccil to possess a 
jnece of information respecting Ru»sell, which enabled him to 
bring to bear upon his virtuous mind a controlling influence. 
The due told M. D"non that there was a peraon through whom 
be could reach Mr. Russell, but that she was at the moment 
oat of town. The duo wrote to the lady. She returned to 
Paris instantly, and, on the very day of her return, the due 
received the passport. The next day Burr received it, with 
all the requisite official signatures, and on the day following, 
Jnly 20tb, 1811, he left Paris for ever. 

^is last difficulty had detained him a ra'^nth in Paris, during 
wtiiah he saw the f^tes and reviews that accompanied the 
•hriatening of the King of Home. 
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One incideDt of liis departure tempts dh to linger for s miv 
metit. He received a note from & lady inclosiDg a parting 
present of a metallic pen, a novelty at that time. " May it be 
instrii menial," she wrote, "in showing to posterity how much 
you have been the victim of the envy and injustice of your 
conntrymen." His reply, in the style of the last century, 
when line gentlemen were all adoration to fine ladies, is a 
good instance of the mode. " It is quite impossible for me, 
madame," he began, " to eipress, in n language of which I 
am ignorant, how much I was surprised and flattered by your 
charming httle note, and the pen which accompanied it. 
Could I write the French tike a Parisian, it wonld even then 
be equally diffioiill. I have read and re-read the note at least 
twenty limes, and examined the pen. This was my amuse- 
ment for one long day, which still appeared short. The next 
day, having to write to the minister, I determined to teat the 
inspiration of Ihia pen. At first I had much difGcuIty in per- 
suading myself to use it, it was so beantiful, so brilliant. At 
last I filled it with ink, and sat myself down to write ; but all 
my ideas (if I had any) were wandering. I could think but 
of j'ou. Having in vain ransacked my brains for half an hour, 
I gave up the business for the time. The same result followed 
the second attempt. I have come to the conclasion, therefore, 
that the pen ought to be consecrated to friendship and senti- 
ment, and never ehould be sullied by appropriating it to mat- 
ters of business. The most interesting service in which it ever 
will be employed will be to express to you the devotedness 
with which I am your friend." 

He went to Amsterdam, where a new obstacle to tiis de* 
pai'ture presented itself. The long detention of the ship had 
rnn CaptJun Combes so deeply in debt that he could not leave 
without raising a considerable sum of money. Burr was bis 
only resonrue, out of all the fifty passengers that were going 
in the ship ; and Burr himself had not a third of the money. 
Bot he contrived to procure the necessary sum ; and he tells 
Theodosia, in a very touching manner, how he procured it. 
" But how did I raise It ? The reply contains a dreadful dis- 
cloeure. I rused it by the sale of my little ' meubles' and 
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Ifww property. Among others, alas ! my dear little Oftmp's; 
it is allocking to relate, but wlmt could I do ? Tlio captmn 
Baid it was impoasiblo to get out of town without five hundred 
guilders. He bad tried eveiy resource, and was in despair. 
The money must be raised, or the voyage given up. So, atler 
tni-oing it over, nnd looking at it, and opening it, and putting 
it to my ear like a baby, and kiasing it, and begging you a 
thousand pardons out loud, your dear, iitlle, beautiful watch 
was — B-assold. I do assnre you — but you know bow sorry I 
was. If my ulothcs had been salable, tbey would have gone 
'first, tliat's sure. But, beighho ! when I get rich I will buy 
yon a prettier one." 

Ho now went to Holder, the port where the ship lay, and 
^took up his quarters on board, He exulted at the prospect of 
• dep&rtnre. " I feel," he said, " as if I was already on the way 
laod my heart beats with joy. Yet, alas! the country which 
I am so anxious to revisit will, jierhaps, reject me with Iior- 
ror. • * • My windows look over the ocean ; that ocean 
■which separates me from all that la dear. Willi what pleasure 
'I did greet it after three years' absence. I am never weary of 
looking at it. There aeems to be no obstacle between us, and 
I almost fancy I see you and Gampy with the sheep about the 
door, and he ' driving the great ram with a little stiok.' " 

There were still sonic daysof agonizing detention. But about 
the 1st of October, 181 1, the Vigilant sailed, and Aaron Burr 
looked for the last time on the continent of Europe. Between 
the time when he receit'ed the emperor's permission to go and 
the time of his actual departure fiom his majesty's dominions, 
wx months elapsed — six months of scarcely remitted exertion 
directed to the sole object of getting away. 

That he should think ill of continental Europe, and, partiu- 
ularly, of the Napoleonic government, was but natural, " It 
is a melancholy fact, my friend," he wrote soon afler to Lord 
Balgray, "that Europe is fast, very fast, rebai'harizing ; retro- 
grading with rapid strides to the darkest ages of intellectual 
and moral degradation; all that has been seen, or felt, or beard, 
or read of despotism ; all olher, past and present, b faint and 
feeble \ it is freedom and ease compared with that which now 
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dos< I ^tc^ Europe. The science o/ (yrannt/ teas in iCa i»f.v.i^i ' 
it is iQ'B matured. Within the Inst fiflecn ycnrs, greater nr 
»ge8 'mvo been ninde on the dignity, tlie worlli, and the ra 
tioual nr joyments of human nature, than in any ibrmer ten cen 
turics. All tlic eflbi'ts of genius, all the nobler sentiments unn 
finer fcchups^arc depi'cssed and paralyzed. Private faith, per 
8on.il confidence, and the whole train of social virtues, are etta- 
dcmncd and eradicated. They are crimes. And yon, my fiiend 
even you, ivith all your generous propenHilies, yonr cliivalrotir 
notions of honor, and faith, and delicacy, were you eondeinnod 
to live nitliip tie grasp of the tyrant, even you would discard 
them all, or yon would be sacrificed as a dangerous subject." 

What a crue' diaappoinlmeiil now awaited him! Before 
the ship sailed, he had been haunted by a vngue fear that 
something might ftill happen to prevent tho voyage ; nor wu 
it entirely withoi't spprehension that he had observed from 
his cabin windows, British men-of-war cruising ofi' the harbor. 
But the captain wa/i conlident of being allowed to pass, and 
Burr's fearti subsided. B'lt no sooner had the Vigilant pat 
to sea than she was boirded by a British frigate. OHioera and 
men came on board, and the ship was taken to Yai-mouth, there 
to abide the decision of 'ia admiralty, whether she should be 
condemned as a prize, or permitted to resume her voyage 
Thus, after all his labor, arxjety, and espenditure. Burr found 
himself again on the coast whence he had been driven more 
than two years before. 

With characteristic audacity, he wrote forthwith to the 
euperintendent of the ahen offiojt fo' permission to land and 
to go to London. Ho slated the caeseof his presence at Yar- 
mouth, and described himself as being " en board a small ship, 
very badly acuommodated, with fifVy-four passengers, of whom 
a majority were women and children, thirty-one sailors, thirty- 
three boys, and about one hundred other qunilrupeds and 
bipeds." To his surprise, as well as delight, lie f romptly re- 
ceived the desired permission ; and, what was sli'l lets Yi *inFV 
been expected, he alone, of passengers and crew, t?s all?vt>d 
to leave the sliip. To London he went, where hi rof^iv^ 
&om Bentham, and his other London friends, a iovt'iit and 
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Mfcclionato velcomo. As there seemed no near prospect, noi 
any ccitaiiily whatever, of tho VtgitanPi release, after wait 
ing some weeks, he removed liia effects from her, and was 
onco more established as a resident in London. The sltip waa 
afterward released, but her destination was changed to New 
Orleans, where Colonel Burr had no wish to appear. He lost 
his passage mone}-, and had no resonrce but tho very scanty 
remains of the Due de Basaano's loan, and the property that 
had survived the many aana-aous pei-ioda of his residence in 
Paris. For a short time, however, he was the guest of Jere- 
my Bentfaam, but soon resumed, in lodgings of his own, the 
ehaiacter of a gentleman in diftioiiltiea. 

Now followed a struggle with misfortune that would have 
been terrible to any man in the world but Aaron Burr. To 
him it was not tei'rible in tile least. 

It was soon apparent that a passage to America had become 
an affair of extreme difficulty. Few ships ventured to sail ; 
and not every captain would have Aaron Burr for a passenger. 
In ships bound for New Orleans, ho thought it undesirable to 
go. One or two " opportunities" for northern ports, he loBi 
by accident. Twenty others slipped by because he had not 
the money to improve them. And thus it happened that be 
was detained in London nearly half a year. 

One by one, iho feiv articles of value which he possessed, 
bis books, his watch, the few presents lie had saved for his 
daughter and Iter boy, were pawned or sold. It soon became 
a fight for mere existence. He removed to furnished lodgings 
in ClcrkcnncU Close, "at eight shillings a week;" only the 
Godwins and one American friend being admitted to the s^ 
oret. The weekly problem wiie, how to pay the rent, and lay 
in tho week's stoclt of provisions and fuel. Scores of such 
entries as the following occur in the diary of this period: 

" On my way homo discovered that I must dine, I find my 
ippetite in the inverse ratio to my purse ; and I now conceive 
why the poor eat so much when they can get it. Considering 
the state of my finances, resolved to lay out the whole in- 
■Uuitly in necessaries, lest some follj or some beggar should 
rob mo of Bk shilling. Bought, viz., half a pound of beel( 
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eiglitpenco ; a quarter of a pound of bam, aixpeniw ; ono 
pound of brown siijjar, eighlpRnoe ; two pounds of bread, 
eiglitpencc ; ton pounds of potatoes, fivepcnce ; having left 
elevenpence, treated inyscif to n pot, of ale, cigbtpence ; and 
now, with threepence in my purse, have reiid the second vol- 
'omc of Ida. My beef was boiled — bo bought, I mean, and 

cooked Tny potatoes in my room. Made a great dinner. 
Atu at lea^t one half of my beef. Of two great necessaries, 
;offee and tobacco, I hnve nt least a week's allowance; so thai, 
(citbont a penny, I can keep the animal machine agoing for 
' right days." 

Occasionally, we eee him taking a ciiop at the " Hole in the 
Wall." Once he speaks of tlie .^c'lCfenie;) being shown into the 
parlor of a tavern, while he and other impeounious individoals 
were regaled with cold beef and pickles in the kitchen. At 
tnother time, he wrote : " Have left in cash two half-pence, 
irhiuh is much better than one penny, because they jingle, and 
thus one may refresh one's self with the music." Sometimos 
he could not write to Theodosia, because ho had not " four 
and sixpence" to pay the postage. Often, he had nothing to 
■eat but potatoes or bread. Once, ho bought a pound of rice, 
md told Theodosia how " it ffrieved Aim tojind rice retaiM 
tt /ottrpence." How little he could have anticipated, on 
'Theodosia's brilliant wedding-day, that he should ever con- 
'teraplate her husband's rice ])lantations ti-om euch a point of 

He was all activity in London, and tried many a carious ex- 
pedient for getting money. In Paris he had had made a set 
9f artificial teeth by the most celebrated dentist in Europe. 
Ho observed the process closely, became very intimate with 
the operator, brought with him to London a thousand of his 
teeth, and, in his extremity there, attempted to sell both the 
teeth and his own knowledge of the art of inserting them. 
But he found that the London dentists were not inferior to 
ihe Fi-ench, ,ind that tliey regarded the French teeth with 
Sontempt. Another of his projects was to test in England the 
'process ho had heard of in France, of making vinegar out of 
' the sap of wood. He happened to mention the eubject osf 
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day to Bmnel, the celebrated eogineer, who was at odo«. 
struck with the idea, and oftorpd to engage with Ban' in thft 
eKpeiimont for their joint bcnetit. Down to Yarmoiith rushed 
Burr insta;itlr, to get a p.imphlet on tlie snbjeet which he Iiiid' 
led on board the ship. It whs loal. Not dismayed, he prishod- 
Ilia inquiries Tor some weeks, but never succeeded in making 
practicable vincKai'. 

Ho had a dream, too, of mnktng a grand improvement iO' 
the steamboat, which, on his last visit to New York, he had. 
s«en Uftvigating the Hudson at the rate of flvo miles an hour. 
It waa a rage then to invent impruvemenls in tfae steamboat, 
Bnrr'B idea gava him no peace tiir several dayn. " Ruminat- 
ing," he nays, ** after going to bud on the stale of the tieaa- 
nry, the thing came up ngain, and engrossed me for at leoafr 
three hours. I found it perfect ; applied it to sea-vesscla, 
to ehipa of war ; in short, to every tiling lliat floats. Sails, 
aod masts, and rigging, and the whole science of eeamao- 
abip, are become useless. My vessels go at the rate of twenty 
miles an hour, and am in hopes to bring them to thirty. 
From Charleston to New Yoik will be a cert^n passage of 
tiiirty bom's ; ft^m New York lo London, of six days ; but to 
teU hair I did would till a quire of paper." He could think. 
of nothing else:. He saw hiinaelf a millionaire, succoring dis- 
Iressed friends in London, bestowing fortunes upon " the fuithr 
iU in the United States," and riuning beautiful presents upon, 
Sampillo. But, unfortunately, as he was walking one day ia, 
London, thinking out the details of hia invention, suddenly an. 
objection ooourred to liim. " It struck me," he says, " tik&, 
decti'icity: my poor vessels lay motionless. It was just op- 
|tosite Someruil House ; I stopped short, and began to soorft 
and diable till awakened by the bustle of the passing ci-owd. 
The subject then lay pretty quiet till last night; during my 
vigils I found a complete remedy, and now away we go again. 
An OJiperiroent shall be made, very privately, however, and, 
if it fail, there shall be no one but you lo laugh at me." At, 
ttw Athuitic lias not yet been crossed in six days, it may bo 
pteaumed that the experiment did fail, 

Another ^bjeot greatly interested him about the vmm 
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time. It was tbe Lancostermn method of instruction, whioh 
was JQst then coming into Toguc in London. He visited the 
schools conducted on that Hystcm, and was delighted with 
what he saw. He also bought Lancaster's book, and sent it, 
with warm oommendations, to his daughter. 

Nor was Mexico forgotten ; he never forgot it, while he 
had breath. But the Englisli government, though it now ex- 
hibited no nnfi'iendliness toward him, and, indeed, conceded to 
him every personal favor that he solicited, yet never showed 
the slightest interest in his plans, nor any wish to avail itaelf 
of Ilia knowledge of Spanish American affairs. 

As the spring of 1812 advanced, his desire to get to the 
United States became vehement. He began to believe that 
war between England and the United Stales was now, in spite 
of the reluctance of the American cabinet, a possible event, 
and it was very evident that bo must get home before liostilt- 
tiea commenced, or be detained in Europe, perhaps, for many 
years. In the beginning of March he fell in, in the course of 
ilia ship-himting, with one Captain Potter, of the ship Aurora, 
who offered to lake him to Boston for thirty pounds, to keep 
the secret of his name, and to defy the wrath of the American 
consul, who had already dissuaded more than one cuptun 
from receiving Colonel Burr as a passenger. He determined 
to go, and, though nearly penniless, proceeded with his prep- 
arations for the voyage with the utmost confidence. But des- 
perate was the struggle to get the money. Kearly every aitiole 
ho possessed that could be sold for money, was sold. Then 
he boiTowed of the few friends with whom ho was on terms 
that admitted of his asking such a favor. Bentham, alas I had 
himself fallen into difficulties, and was threatened by an illib- 
eral government with a ruinous prosecution. 

One ten pound note, he got in an unexpected and not quite 
pleasant manner. He was with Mr. Reeves, the superinten- 
dent of the aiien office, and it occurred to him to offer Reeves 
his co^y of Bayle's dictionary for ten pounds. Reeves asked 
why he wished to sell it. " I want the money," said Burr, 
Reeves agreed to buy the book, placed ten pounds in Burr's 
bands, and said, " You had better keep your Bayle, and send 
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»e the ten ponn^s when you please." " The tliinj; yjn to 
anddcn," wrote Biiir, " that I was not prepared to M.> any 
iWng." 

But lie liiiil not money enough yet. His &Ir frienits wei\\ 
M ever, nclive in his behnlt^ One of tliem ran nbout Londou 
■II one clay oflTurinfif for sale a rinff aii>l ivatcli of his. But htr 
report was that the town was full of wnttilies and bijouteiiu 
in the hands of distressed French and German nobles, and no 
jeweler would loulc at such things, 

Every vesonrcc had failed. He resolved now upon wh«t 
he called "a dcspei'ate and humiliatinc; expedient." "I wwil,'' 
he aaid, "direct to Reeves, and told him that the ship H&i 
gone to Graveaend, and that I must lose my passage unlets I 
could have twenty pounds. Without a word of reply, he drew 
■ ubeck on his hanker for twenty pounds; and how I did gal- 
lop across the park to the srud banker's to get toy twentj 
pounds." His last regret was, that certain presents whioii 
he had long kept for Theodosia and her son, ho could not re- 
deem fiom pann. 

And now he was really going. His piei)araiions were com ■ 
pleted ; his passage was secured ; the ship was tn sail to-moi 
row. At midnight, ho wrote in his diary as follows: "An.\ 
now, at twelve, having packed up my little residue of dud.i 
intn that same unfortunate white saclc, and stowed my scat- 
tered papers into my wriling-casc, I repose, smoking my pipe, 
and contemplating the certainty of escuping from this country 
the certainty of seeing you. Those are my only pleasing anlici 
pations. For as to my reception in my own country, so fa: 
as depends on the government, if I may judge from the oon 
duct of their agents in cveiy part of Euiope, I ought to ex 
peot all the efibrls of the most implacable malice. This, hoK- 
ever, does not give me a moment's uneasiness. I feel mysell 
able to meet and repul them. My piivatc debts are a subject 
of some little solicitude; but a confidence in my own industry 
and resources does not permit me to despond, nor even to 
doubt. Il' there be nothing belter to be done, I shall set about 
making money in every lawful and honorable way. But again, 
aa to poliUcal perse^sution. The incapacity, for every purpoae 
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of pnblio adminifltraiion, of our present rnlern, and their total 
want of energy and firmness, is such, that it is impossible that 
suuh fi'chle and corrupt nialeriala can long hold together, or 
maintain ihemselves in power or inftiience. Already there are 
symptoms of rapid and approaotiing decay and diseolution. 
Tell M. {Mr. Alston) to preserve his State influence, and not 
again degrade himself by compromising with rascals and cow- 
ards. My great and only real anxiety is for your health. If 
your constitution should bo ruined, and you become the vic- 
tim of disease, I sha!l have no attachment to life or motive to 
exertion." 

Tlie next morning at eight, be was at the office of the Graves- 
end conches, where a few friends met bim to sny farewell. 
Gravescnd, where the ship lay, and whence she was to sail at 
noon, is twenty miles fiom London. To the horror of the 
whole paity, it was found that the moraing coach had gonel 
The hours of departure had been recently changed. There 
was no other public conveyance of any kind till one o'clock. 
Wliat was to be done? A friend suggested a postefaaise, but 
that would cost three guineas, and Burr had not a quarter of 
that sum. The same friend offered to lend the money " But," 
<iays Durr, " he is so poor, and having a wife and two ohildi-en, 
[hat I could not in conscience take it, especially as Graves aaid 
the wind was ahead, and the ship could not possibly stir," So 
be waited for the one o'clock coach. 

He reached Graveeend at five in the afternoon. The ship 
had started at noon, and was now live hours on her way dowo 
the liver I 

There was not a moment to be lost. He ran to the alien 
office to get his passport completed ; for passports were then 
necessary for foreigners leaving England. The office was shutl 
He bunted up the clerk, got his signature to the passport, and 
hurried to the custom-house for an officer to examine bis sack 
and writing-desk. That done, be hastened to the river to cii> 
gage a boatman to row after the ship and put him on boai^. 
Not a boatman would stir unclor four guineas; as on such ot^ 
casions, they combined to extort from a despeiate voyager aa 
0nui-moua fee. BuiTbad notasingleguJueat In this extremity 
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hs found a boatman not in the p ot to extort, who oficrcd to 
put him on board for one guJnoa, provided lie overtook the 
ship within twelve tniles ; if not, for two guineaa. Burr had 
ao acquainUiRoe with him at Gravesend, who conBented to cash 
an ordiT fur thi-ee gitineaa on Ins poor fiiend in London wliose 
offer of a loan Burr had no considerately refused in the moitt. 
ing. His purse thus repli'tiiithod, lie embarked, just as the sun 
was setting, in a small tskiff, rowed by two men, for a «haae 
after the ship. 

It ivas a cold evening in March. Burr, with no overcoat, 
was chilled to the bone, as the boat shot down the river in the 
wind's teeth. When the twelve miles wei-e paaaed, he was 
told that the ship was ten miles further. By this Lime he waa 
■0 benumbed nitli cold tlmt he could neither stand nor move; 
and be induced the Irantmen, by n promise of some grog, to 
■top at a little tavern by the river eide for him to waim himself. 
lie had to be lilted out of tiieboat; but a good tire and a cup 
of tea Boon restored bim, and they again embarked. This time 
he was perfectly comfoi'table, as he bought a bundle of straw 
and placed it in the boat for a bed, and the boatmen lent )iim 
thuir overcoats for a covci-ing, Li five minutes he was Jiut 
aaUep, and remained unconscious of any thing till midnight, 
when the boatmen woke him to announce the delightful fact 
that they were alongside the .'lurora. They had rowed twenty- 
seven miles, and demanded three guineas for their labor, 
H« paid it, and went on board the Kldp without one peuny. 
The captiiin got up to reeeive him ; they sat talking for an 
liour, and then CoUmel Burr, refrpshed by his ihiee hours' 
sleep on board the boat, went to his cabin and wrote an ao- 
oaunt in his journal of the day's thrilling adventures. 

" I hope," he conduded, " never to visit England again, 
inlesa at tho head of litly thousand men. I shake ihe dust od 
my feet; adieu, John Bull. Insula inhospitabilis, as it waa 
truly called eighteen hundred years ago." Men must be 
allowed to spe^ of tho market accordiog to the demand in 
:t for their own wares. 

He found the captain and passengers alarmed lest war should 
be declared before they reaehed Boston, and thus the ship be 
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exposed lo capture. " But," said Burr, " I have no snoh np- 
prchensions. I believo tlmt our present administralioo will 
not dcut.iie n-ar. If iho British should hang or roast every 
Amei'icail they can catch, and seize all their propcrt)', no war 
would be deelared by the United States under i>reaent rulers. 
When PorWr's war resolutions firat came, I considered ihem 
mere empty, unmeaning wind ; and thai all the subsequent 
measures are merely to keep up the spirits and coherence of 
the party till the elections should be over ■ those elections for 
State 'legislaiu res which will decide the next {i residential elec- 
tion. But J. Madiiion & Co. began this game too soon, and I 
doubt whether all the tricks they can play off will keep up the 
farce till the month of May. I treat tJicir war-piattlo aa I 
ahnuld that of a bevy of boarding-school mi^es who should 
talk of making war ; show them a bayonet or a sword, and 
they run and hide. Kow, at some future day, we will read 
this over, and see whether I know those folks. I did not dare 
write any such things while on shore, for I never felt perfectly 
secure against another seizure." 

Just sixty-three days after this confident prophecy was writ- 
terf, namely, on the 18th of May, 1812, war was declared. 
But, by that time, the good ship Aurora was safe in Boston 
harbor. 

Colonel Burr sailed under the name of Aniot, for the M- 
sumption of which he had the express permission of the author- 
ities of the Biilisli alien office. The captain kept his secret. 
" Mr, Arnol," wrote Burr, " is a grave, silent, strniige sort oi 
animal, insomuch thnt we know not what to make of him," 
May 4lh, he wrote : " A pilot is in sight, and within two miles 
of us. All is bustle and joy, except Gamp. Why should ha 
rejoice ?" 

That afternoon, after a passage of five weeks, the Attrora 
was made fast to one of the Boston wharfs. Every passenger 
but one went immediately on shore. The captain and mat« 
tiso left the ship in the course of the afternoon. 
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It was the silent Mr. Arnot who remained on board the 
Aurora. After sending letters to llio posUoffice, one directed 
to Theodosia, and another to Samuel Swartwout, that 
"etrange" individual diued witit the pilot and aecond mate 
on salt beef, potatoea, and sea-biscuit, and then fell with far 
keener appetito upon a file of Boston pnpcrs. 

All that day, and through the succeeding night, a storm of 
wind, rmn, and hail raged round the ship with a fury seldom 
■een so late in the spring, even at Boston. The ship broka 
from her moorings, and was dashed with violence against an- 
other vessel. The deck and bulwarks were glazed with ice, 
and the wind roared through the icy rigging. But Burr sat 
late over his papers in the cabin quite absorbed — for lie had 
ft world of news to learn, and his fate might be foreshadowed 
in a pai-agraph. As the night drew on, the last sailor stole 
away over Iho ship's side, and went to seek his pleasure in the 
lown ; and long before Burr " turned in," ho was alone in th« 
.ittrora. Not a creature slept in the ship but him. 

Such was the returning esilu's first welcome to the country 
which his fathers had honored, and which had once been well 
pleased to honor him. He thought lightly of it. When a 
more furious gust than usual thundered above his bead, it oo- 
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curred to him what an absurd voyage ho should make if th* 
ehip should be blown out to sea, and he all alono in her. 

The next morning, as he found there was ncithei' fuel, food, 
nor cook oii board the ship, he was conipeik'd to go on shore. 
During the voyage, by the sale of Borae books, be had con- 
trived to TMse thirty-two dollars, and to buy or borrow of one 
of the passengers a large, old-fashioned wig^ He had, also, 
devoted leisure moments to the development of as much 
whisker as his ooantenanoe was cnpable of. His clothes, too, 
were selected with a view to giving him a different air and 
contour from ihoso he had been wont to exhibit. Disguised 
thus with wig, whiskers, and strange garments, Mr. Arnot 
went on shore, and took board in a smalt, plain boarding- 
bouse, near the wharlj kept by the widow of a sea-capt^n. 

His disguise was soon subjecled to a terrible test. It was 
necessary to go to the ciistom-bouse and get a permit to land 
his effects, signed by the collector. On inquiry ho learned 
tiiat tlie collector was Mr. Dearborn (a son of General Dear- 
born, Jefferson's Secretary of War), wlio had sat often with 
Colonel Burr at his father's table, and knew him as well as he 
did his own brother. The Dearborn family, moreover, had 
shown particular animotdty to Burr since bis misfortunes, and 
it was certdn that if the collector recognized him, he would 
mstantly send the news of his arrival to Washington. Let 
Burr tell the story of this adventure, 

" I took with me," he wrote in his diary, " a young man to 
show me the v/ny to the oustoni-house, and entei'ed with all 
possible composure; passed under the nose of Mr. Dearborn 
into the adjoining room, where the first part of the business 
was to ho done. The officer to whom I was directed asked 
mo to cnitnierato my effects ; for this 1 was not prepared, sap- 
posing that tlie liatof them would betaken from the manifesL 
Nevei'thoiess, I repeated them off as fast as he could write, 
though thoy consisted of wgbteen different articles ; trunks, 
boxes, portmanteaus, bundles, rolls, etc. He then bade me 
sign my name to it, which I did, thus: A. Amot ; I think 
that IS very like it. Then he directed me to take it bo the col- 
lector, who would sign It : here was tbe rub. I told the yovtag 
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man, my conductor, to lake it and get it signed for mo, for 
that I was obliged to run ns fast as [^ossiblG to aoc after my 
things, the sliip being just about to haul out. He took it, and 
I got out as fast as I could, passing again under the nose of 
Dearboi'u. I do assure thee that I felt something lightei 
when I got down into the street. But my trouble and danger 
"were not yet ended. When I got to the wharf, all my effects 
Were alreadj" lying pDll-mell on the ground, and two tide* 
' raitcr.^ iheie, re.ady lo examine them on tlie spot. As every 

idy here is now idle by reason of the embargo, there wero 
Dsllectcd move than five hundred people to seo what was go- 
tag forward. Trunks, boiea, bundles, every one opened, and 
F*>iimmaged to the bottom. In many of tho books my name 
was writtCT), but il happened that he did not open in that 
page. Evei-y parcel of letters showed also the name of A. 
Burr; but, as I assisted in tho search, I took care how I pre- 
'«ented these parcels to him. The ceremony lasted about two 
hours, and I was another hour repacking ; working and sweat- 
'ing like a horae, the mob crowding round to see tho strange 
things. Of the number present, it is probable that more than 
half had seen roe before ; and I expected every minute to 

hear some one exclaim, 'Colonel Burr, by !' But I 

heard nothing. Finally, got all to my lodgings, tho whole 
escpcnse being six dollars." 

But why such extreme fear of recognition ? Tliere were 
excellent reasons for it. The government prosecutions atill 
bung suspended over his head ; and Madison, who had been 
BO importunate sixteen years before, in urging General Wash- 
ington to send Burr as embassador tu France, had imbibed all 
Jefferson's aversion to him. And secondly, two of Burr's 
largest creditors in New York held executions against him, 
mnd would probably throw him into jail for debt tho very 
hour ho should appear in the city. It was therefore ncccss.iry 
for him to remain concealed in Boston until the receipt of in- 
formatioi) fi-om hts friends in New York through Swartwout. 

In 1812 it required five days to get an answer from New 
Tork through the mail. The five days passed ; no letter. A 
week ; no letter. Knowing well the promptness of Swart- 
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wout and his impregnable fidelity, he concluded that the let- 
ter had luiacoriied, and n'rote again. Two weelis passed ; still 
no answer. Meanwiiile, his stock of money waa running 
frightfully 1 jw. It was very characleristio of the mar, that in 
this crisis of his fate, when he had just twenty-six dollars in 
the world, ho lent sixteen doUare to his landlady. "IIow 
very prudent," ho wrote, " Bnt don't scold. I am sure they 
will repay it." It was repaid, just as his store was reduced to 
a five cent piece. Then a fdlow passenger called to borrow 
ten dollars of Mr. Arnot, which that gentleman lent with tho 
air of a Vice-President. In the very nick of time, that, too, 
was repaid. He attempted to raise a little money on one or 
two articles of jeweli'y which he Iiad tried in vain to tw/ll ia 
London ; but no one was willing to give any thing like their 
value for them. Something must bo done, or ho would soon 
be so deeply in debt as not to bo able to leave the town. 
Borrowing a directory — not a voluminous work at that day 
— he pored over its pages to find the name of some person 
whom he could trnat~— some one among the thousands tbat 
would have been proud to welcome him ten years before, who 
would nut spurn and betray him now. He lighted npon the 
name of a man who had been nnder his command on the Que- 
bec expedition in 1775. He had not seen him since; but a§ 
he had never known a man that had served under him in war, 
who was not ever oiler bis devoted friend, he determined to (tall 
upon this old soldier. Bul-r used to relate this interview witU 
infinite glee. Going up to the door of a handsome house, he 
plied the knocker, and an infirm old gentleman soon appeared. 

" Does Mr. live here ?" 

He did. 

" Is he at home ?" 

He ivas at home. 

" Can I see him 7" 

" I am tho pei-Bon," s^d the old gentleman. 

Burr bowed, and lowering his voice, said, "I am Aaron 
Burr." 

"What I the Aaron Burr who was Vice-President of the 
United Sutos F" 



THE EXILE I 



V ELCOUB BOMB. 



23g 



"The same." 

"Toil 5«i«( /" exclaimed the old soldier, astounded and l» 
irildered at the intelligence. 

In a manner mnuli loo deferential for Burr's piesent purpose, 
he invited liim in. They went into the parlor, whore Burr 
loon learned that the old man, after a life of industry, had 
now retired from business with a decent independence. But 
be treated Iiis former commander with such extreme respect, 
that Burr wnn compelled, much against his will, to play the 
great man and distinguished guest, and actually came away, 
wilhont so much as mentioning the object of hi» visit. The 
old soldier retunied his call, and showed him many friendly 
attentions, but they never reached the awful subject of pecn- 
niary aid. 

Keourring to the directory, he fonnd the name of a college 
classmate, who, up to the time of his departure for Europe, 
had always professed friendship for hira. To thia man, who 
was very rich, he sent a note, announcing his presence in Bos- 
ton, and requesting an interview. The rich man replied that 
he had great respect for Colonel Burr and boie him much 
good will; but, but — his position was very delicate — be 
would t/tinli of it, and, if he did not call he would write. 
Barr made the following comment in his diary: "Now, I 
engage he will do neither one nor the other. When a man 
takes time to consider whether he will do a good or civil ac- 
tion, be assured ho will never do it. Thu baser feelings, the 
calculations of interest and timidity, always prevail. But did 
yon ever hear of such meanness? This very J. Mason was 
at Richmond during the trial, saw all the vile persecutions 
which I encountered, and spoke of them with indignation and 
contempt; came often to see me, and openly avowed a friend- 
ship for me. He is immensely wealthy, and not a candidate 
for any office. What should restrain such a man from ex- 
pressing liis feelings ? Timidity." Hu was cor'ecl in his pre- 
diction. Mason neither came nor wrote. In his dire eitrenr 
ity Burr wrote again, requesting him to advance » sum of 
money upon his books, some of which were rare (in Amerioa) 
and valuable. Mason coldly replied, that *' be hod retirod 
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from mercantile business, and it wiis tlierefoie inoonr'nientibr 
hitu to make advances." How admirably Burr bore cucb cruel, 
cutting sligiits ! If, for an instant, he was stung into anger, 
reflection soon came to his aid, reminding liiin of the allow 
uicoR always to be made for uncultivated human nature, 
au^ecled fi-om infancy to the twin tyrants, Fkar and Ds- 

He called upon a lady whom he had known and benefited 
in other days, whom ho had not seen for sixteen yeai-s, and 
who was now infirm and half blind. At the first glance, she 
penetrated bis disguise. With an air of astonishment and de- 
light, she called him by name, seized hia hand, welcomed him 
with enthusiasm, summoned her son, and showed liim all poe- 
eible respect and attention. But she was poor, and she was a 
lady, and the financial problem was not spoken of between 
tbem. 

Fiileen days after bis arrival, came the letter from Swart- 
woot, breathing hope and promise. His old friends In New- 
York, Swartwout assured him, were stiU true and warm ; bis 
old enemies not inclined to be vindictive. The two creditors, 
however, were inexorable ; nothing would satisfy them but 
payment or approved security. He was strongly inclined to 
go at onco to Kew Yoi-k, let the executions take tlveir course, 
and submit to reside within the " limits." " To this," ho wrote 
to his daughter, " 1 should have no great repugnance in point 
of pride 01' feeling, but thei-e are two objections pretty cogent ; 
first and principally, j/t>u. I fear your little heart would sink 
to hear that Gamp was on the limits. To be sure, if you could 
come there and see how gay he was, be supported by the light 
of his countenance, and catoh inspii'ation from bis lips, you 
would forget that he was not in paradise." Besides, he had a 
project of matrimony, which would be defeated by his con- 
finement within the limits. "You have already," he added, 
"suffered too much on my account, and I come now to sacri- 
fice myself for you in any way and every way ; that of mar- 
riage is one, and no hope of that while a prisoner;^and as to 
the payment of my debts, if I am confined to the mere prao- 
tico of the law, debarred from all those speculations in which 
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I nught engnge if nt large, it will be the work of innnj yean, 
■nd in hII that time 1 could do you little or no good." 

What were hw surprise and delight to read in Tlicodoiua'a 
fint letter, not merely tliat alie could bear his going into con- 
finement, but that §ho spontaneously recommended it. He 
was resolved. Ho would go to New York, wlialovur tiie con- 
Bcqucnces. 

It waa the treasury of Harvard University lliat had the 
honor of paying Colonel Bnri's passage, per bIoo]), from Boa- 
ton to New York. The old soldk'r had comnumicated, iu the 
strictest confidence, of couise, the fact of Burr'M piesence in 
Boston to a select circle of fjiends, among tvhom was Dr. 
Kirktand, the President of the Univci-sity. He also intimated 
to the doctor, that Burr, as he conjectured, had more books 
and less money than was convenient. Whereupon the doctor 
having expressed a desire for an interview, and a willingness 
to buy for the college library Eurr'a Bayle and Moi-eri, ho wa.-* 
gratiticd in both particulars. He passed an hour t6te-d-t6te with 
Colonel Buri", and paid hiui forty dollars for the books, leav- 
ing it to the seller's choice to take back the books and accept 
the money as a loan. The next day found him on board the 
Hloop, his debts discharged, his passage (twenty dollars) pud, 
vailing for wind and tide to waft him on his way. 

Now, he had chosen this mode of traveling fur the purpose 
of avoiding recognition, and had selected this particular sloop 
because neither captain, crew, nor passengers belonged to New 
York. His feelings may be imagined when he found that the 
eaptaiu and most of the cabin passengers were /ii> oan rela- 
tiuiit — people from Fairfield, Oonnecticnt, where his &ther 
fras boin, and where he had spent some of the happiest days 
of his own youth. The captain's wife, in particular, was won- 
derlally like his own sister. " The same large month, replete 
with goodriCBs, sweetness, and firmness; the same large, aqid- 
iinc nose, contour of face, and the two dimples; and, when 
disturbed, knits the brow and forehead in the same singular 
manner ; the form of the eye the same ; very long ; the color 
not quite so dark. There is only wanting the broad forehead 
of ma Boceur to be perfect. The same commanding figure 
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Many of her aUitiidcs tmi movements, of whiuh, yon kncm^ 
eveiy human being has KamGlhing peciiUar. I look at her for 
horn's togclhcr n'Uli an inexpressible interest, partiuniAily wliile 
■leaping ; but I spenk not tor foar of betrayin;; myseltl Sb« 
must be a retatit c ; but, thus &ur, I have not learned her (aia- 
Uy name. I dare not question any one, from appruhen^ou 
of being qnestionod in I'oliiru." 

This lady, he fomid, ivns his consin. One day, gomo one 
asked her Ibv whom a boy's hat wliich she had in hci- baud vtm 
iutcnded. 

" H/r JJtirr," she replied. 

" Youp brother ?" inquired Biirr. 

"No; my nephew." 

At Fairfield, wliile the Kloop wna at anchor, ho was asked bf 
his cousin, Thaddeiis Bmr, to go iSshing. lie duelincd, (^ 
course. After looking for many hours wiili longing eyestipon 
the familiar coast, ho venlnred to go ashore. " I strolled threa 
or four hours round some miles in the neighborhood. Every 
object yraa as familiar to me as those about Richmond Hill, and 
the review bronght up many pleasant end whimsical associfr 
tions. At several dooi-s I saw the very ]i])B I had kissed and 
the veiy eyes which had ogled me in the persons nf their 
grandcuotheia about six-and-tbirly years ago, I did not ven- 
ture into any of their houses, lest some of the grandmolhera 
might recollect me." He atlcrward ivent to the captain's 
bouse, where a startling incident occurred. He w.is sitting 
reading a newspaper, when a voice behind him suddenly ex- 
claimed, 

" Ah 1 Burr, how goes it ?" 

He looked round with doubtful glance, and discovered, to 
(lis great relief, that the individual addressed w.is one whose 
middle name was Burr, and who was commonly called by 
it. 

Tlie voyage lasted nine days. At twilight on the 8th of 
June, the captain of the sloop, fearing to run through Hurl 
Gate at so late an hour, came to for the night at a wharf ouV 
side, to Burr'a infinite disappointment; for it was essential 
to his plan that be should reach Xew York after dark. The 



TOE KX I 



V ELCOMB BOUE. 



24» 



iMt pago of the iliary narrates with graphic brevity the iii<B> 
dents of this evening. 

"To add to my cliagrin, there came to the wharf from ihe 
house an old man, who asked if any of us would walk up. The 
voice was very familiar to me, and I desired the mate, who 
was near me, to ask who kept that tavern, " Billy Slariner," 
mys the aamo voice ; o fcllow ivho had knoirn me familiarly 
rinco I was eight yeais old. At this moment there hove id 
Bight a very small snil-boat, standing down. The sloop's hai^ 
being alongside, I engaged two of the men for a dollar to put 
mc on board that sail-hoal, whieh was done, and thus I found 
myself ngain ^ ith the prospect of arriving at the hour I wished. 
The sail-bofit proved to be a pleasnre-boat belonging to two 
yonng fjrmers of Long Island. They were not bound to New 
York, bill to the Narrows, bnt very kindly agreed to put ni« 
on shore in the city. When we got opposite the city tha 
wind wholly failed ns; and the tide, now very rapid, set IM 
over to the Long Island shore ; and wo, having no onrs, were 
wholly at its merey. It seemed inevitable that I must maka 
a voyage to the Narrows, for they could not now get to the 
Long Island land so as lo set me on shore. When wc wer« 
nearly ojipoi^ilo the Battery I heard the noise of oars, and 
baited ; was answered ; and I begged them to eorao nlong^ 
Side. Tt proved to be two vagabonds in a skiff, probably on 
some thieving voyage. They were very happy to set nie on 
shore ill the ciiy for a dollar, and at half past eleven I wm 
landed; and S. S. having given mo his address, 00 Watoi^ 
street, thither I went chcerl'iilly, and rejoicing in my good foiy 
tune. I knocked and knoeked, bnt no answer. I knocked 
still h.arder, supposing tliey were asleep, till one of the neigtv 
bora opened a window and told mc that nobody lived thcr« 
I asked where lived Mr, S. Of that she knew nothing. I w» 
now to seek a lodging. But very few houses were open. 
Tried at two or three taverns, all full ; cruised along lln 
whai-f, but could find no place. It was now midnight, and 
nobody to be seen in the street. To walk about the whole 
night would be too fatiguing. To have s.U and slept on any 
■loop would have Iwen thought no h^rdsliip ; but then, tbm 
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danger that the firai watchman who might paw ^'onld tain 
mn ii|i as a vagi'ant and carry mc np to tlie watuli-lioiise, was 
n donoiicmonl not at all to my mind. I waliied on, thinking 
that in llin skirts of the ton-n I might meet nl that hour some 
charitable pernonno, who, for ono or iivo dollnis and I'amour 
de Dion, would give me at li^aft hntf a bed ; but seeing in an 
alley a light in die cellar of a small honse, I cTiUed and asked 
for a lodging ; was answered yes ; shown into a small garret, 
where were five men already nalecp; a col and a sort of cover- 
lid waa given nie. I threw o]>en the window to have aii', lay 
down, and nlcpt profoundly till six. Being already dressed, I 
rose, paid fur my lodging twelve cents, and sallied out to 06 
Water-street, and there had the good liicic to find Sam, alone. 
He led mc immediately to the lioiise of his brother Robert, 
and here I am, in ]>oNsession of Sam.'s room in Stone-street, in 
the city of New York, on this 8th day of June, anno Pom, 
1812. Just four years since we parted itt this very place," 

The day Wi\s spent in qniet consultation. Id the evening, 
Colonel Burr went to the house of a Indy in Nassau-street 
who had been his fa.it friend through all his misfoilnnes. She 
was overjoyed to se^ him. It was as though he had dropped 
from the douds. The family giithercd round, ovenvheiming 
hirn with congratulations and welcome. He told the lady his 
design, to begin again the piactiec of tlio law, tc forswear 
politics, to toil lor his creditoi-s and for Tbeodosia. Her reply 

"Colonel, here shall be your office; that suite of rooms is 
yours, aa long as you need or desire them." 

The frank and gallant offer was accepted. 

He lay concealed for some weeks, until assurances were re. 
□cived that the government would not molest him, and until 
moans were found to mollify the rigor of his creditors. It 
was not till twenty days alter his arrival in Xew York tltat 
tbe ncwsp.ipers gavo the tirat intimation of his presence in th« 
country, when the following paragraph appeared in the JVew 
Tbrk Columbian: "Colonel Burr, says a Boston paper of 
Wednesday, once so celebrated for his talents, and latterly so 
much talked of for his sufferings, arrived at Newburyporl 
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Irom Fiance and England, and passed through this town on 
his way to New York." Tlie next day, the editor added 
that (Jolone! Uurr had spent ten days in Boaton incog. After 
that, no fiiithei' nlliisioii to his arrival appcara — the papers 
and the public mind being full of the declaration of nnr, tho 
assassination of Mr, Percc-val, and tlie proposed nomination of 
De Wilt Clinton, Bun's triumphant rival, to the presidency. 

At the nglit moment he caused a lino to appear in a news- 
paper to the efiVct that, "Aaion Burr had returned to the 

city and had resumed the practice of the law at Nasaau- 

■treet." 

Its appearance electrilicd the city. Before Colonel Bnrr 
slept that night, live hnndrcd gentlemen called upon him. The 
feehng for the moment seemed to be general thrniigliout the 
city, that he hjid been treated niili undue seventy, and that 
the past shouhl be biiiicd in oblivion. Colonel Troup, whom 
Burr had assisted with money and with books to get into tba 
profession of the law thiity ycai-s before, and who had since 
made a fortune by its practice, and retiied, now in part repaid 
his early benefactor by lending him his law library. 

Burr had a very small tin sign, bearing only lii* name, nailed 
iip in front of the house, and commenced business. Begin- 
ning with a cosh capital of less than ten dollars, and that bor- 
rowed, he received, for opinions and retaining fees, in the 
conrse of hia first twelve business days, tho sum of two thou- 
Hand dollars ! It was a time of trouble to the community, 
and, therefore, of harvest to lawjei-s, and clients were eager 
for the scr\'icea of the man who never tost a case. The future 
began to wear a brighter hue of promise than it had known 
for many a year. The fiilher wrote cheerfully to the daugh- 
ter, acquainting her with tho happy turn Ins fortunes had 
'^aken, ai:d anticipating the day n'hen they should meet again 
after the longest sepai'ation they had ever known. 

Alas! misery was impending over him, so acute and ir 
remediable, so far transcending all he had yet experienced, 
that it may be truly said of him in this month of Jime, 1813, 
tliat his sorrows were yet io begin t A strange fortune waa 
Aaron Bon's, to have uninterrupted success and prospeiity ia 
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the firsl half of liia life, and then nothing Intt failure and di» 
later, in ever accumulating force, tintil. the very ca]MM;ity to 
aufTer bi-ing exliaiisted, nothing could touch him fui-tber 1 

About t\x weeks afler lita return to Xew TorV, he received 
rtiGodosia's reply to his cheering letters, Id these hcnrt-rend- 
jiig words : " A few miserable days past, my dear father, and 
your lato Icttcis would have gladdened my eouI ; and even 
aow I rejoice at their contents as much as it is possible for me 
lo rejoice nt any thing ; but there is no more joy for me ; tlio 
world is a blank. I have last my boy. My eliiid is gono for 
ever. He expired on the 30th of June. My hcnd is not now 
sufficiently collected to say any thing further. May Heaven, 
by other blessings, make you some amends fur the noble grand- 
son you have lost." Governor Alston added : " One dread- 
Jiil blow has destroyed us ; reduced us to the veriest, the moat 
Bublimated wretchednL'ss. That boy, on whom all rested; 
our companion, our friend — he who was to have transmitted 
down the mingled blood of Theodosia and myself — he who 
was to have redeemed all your glory, and shed new luster 
upon our families — that boy, ot once our happiuoES and our 
pride, is taken fiom ua — is dead." 

It was a dreadful blow, indeed. The boy, only eleven years 
old, had shown all those early signs of talent and courage 
ithich were peculiarly dear to Colonel Burr and his daughter. 
Tradition reports him to liavo been a beautiful ohild, and of 
an air ho superior that ho had, even at that age, acquired a 
kind of celebrity in tlie narrow oirolo of South Carolina sod- 
oty. Burr was passionately fond of Jum, The boy was always 
in his thoughts. Wherever he went, he spoke of his noble, 
gallant little grandson, and told little stories of his courage, 
wit, and tenderness. How many hundreds of miles lie had 
walked in Paris and London to procure books, coins, and trin* 
kets for him, and how many hundreds more in rescuing them 
from pawnbroker and jewelers ! What dreams ho had in- 
dujged of Gampillo's future greatness I JSe was to bo the per- 
fect man. In him, at lengtli, were to be blended strength and 
gentleness, intelligence and grace — all worthy qualities, and 
all shining ones. l& was to realise Chesterfield's beau idea' 
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-BiD&R of Sax-)n hcait, brain, and miinclc, with Celtio quick* 
Dew, trit, niitl piil'isli I And this boy wqb dead, Tlie sLiicken 
grnndsii'o slicd faw tern's, but ho ccaacd tu mourn Ids loss only 
wUli Ids lifi-, Tlie mention of tint sitlijout would start the 
lent', bnt this mim of iron would fold hU orma tiglilly over 
bis breast, ra iti by tlie exertion of mere pliy§ica] strength, to 
repress the riHing tide of emotion, Hu tried to console the 
bcrunved nioLlier, butsli© was iiiconaol.iUe — s!io would not be 
comforted, "WIdcliever way I iitrn," sho wrote, n raon.h 
adcr tliQ event, " the same anguiali Glili assails me. You talk 
of eonisolalion. Aii] you kiion not wh.tt you bavo lost, I 
tbink Omiii|)Otunce could give me no equivalent for my l>oy; 
no, none — noue." 

But lie bad not drained the cup. A deeper and bitterer 
drauglit was jet in reserve. 

TlicodoKin laiiguislied. She wailed some months at her home 
in the South, for a safe and suitable opportunity to journey 
northward, to draw strciiqth and liopo tioni the eouice thai 
had never failed lier — ber futhcr's iiis])iring presence. But 
her husband was now Governor of the Stale and general of 
militia. The country was at war with Greiit Britain, and he 
eould not leave bis post. She would liavu eomc alone by land 
in her own cniiiage, but it chanced that tlitir coachman was a 
druohai'd, and needed the eye of a in.tster. It was resolved, 
ai lasr^ that ahe shonld go by sea, and her father sent a pbysi- 
dan from New Yoik to superintend the embarkation and at- 
tend her on the passage — for sho was, by tiiis time, sadly 
eniaciated, and vci'y weak. Hei' passage was taken in a small 
schooner named iho Patriot, which, nller n privateering cruise, 
had put into Charleston, and was about to rotura to Now 
York with her guns stowed below. She was commanded by 
an experienced captiun, and h.id for sailing master an old New 
Yoik |iilol, noted for his skill and courage. The vessel was 
famous fur her sailing qualities, and, it was confidently ex- 
pectcd, would perform the voyage to New York in live or six 
days. She sailed with a fair and gentle wind liom Charleston, 
Ml Uio last day but one of the year 1S12, Theodosio, hei 
^yutaan, and bor maid, occupying the principal calun. 
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Tlio Pfitrlot was never seen nor heard of again ! A fb* 
days aflor eho IcfL CItnrlcaton, a storm of cxtvcmi violence 
raged along the wliole coast ; during wliicb, in nil probability, 
the vessel with all on board wi>iit down off Cupc Hattcras. 

Tho agonies of suspense endured by the liusband and the 
father, the eager ielters written by eaoh to tell the other she 
had not arrived, the weaiy waiting for t!ie mail, the daily 
hope, the daily dcspaii-, the thousand oonjeotiires that arose 
to give a moment's relief — all this can neither bo imagined 
nor desrribed. For months, the agonized father could not go 
Hpon the Battery, then the ohlef promenade of the city of 
New Yoi'k, without looking wistfully down toward the Nar- 
rows, with a secret pining hope that even yet the niissin|c 
vessel might appear. It was long before he could relinquish 
the idea that sumo outward-bound ship might have i-esuueii 
the passengers, and cariied ihem away to a distant port, 
whence soon the noble Ilcail would return to lilesa her liith- 
er's life. By-and-by, some idle tales were started in the news 
papers, that llio Patriot had been captured by pirates, and all 
on board murdered except Theodosia, who was carried on 
shore a captive. 

" No, no," said Burr to a fiiend who mentioned the ground- 
less rumor, "she is indeed (feaif. She peiished in the miserable 
little pilot-boat in which she left Charleston. Were she alirc,ail 
the prisons in the world could nni keep her from her fiither. 
When I realized the truth of her death, the world became 
a blank to me, and life had then lost all its value." To his 
son-in-law be wrote that he felt "severed from the human 

During the period of suspense, he never expressed hia feel- 
ings in words. He went about his daily business wearing a 
serene countenance, for he held it to be an aSiont to exhibit 
to others a face of gloom. When he could no longer resist 
the feeling of certainty that Theodosia was lost, he quietly 
put out of sight every object which was peculiarlv associated 
with her, every thing which her tasteful hands had made or 
adorned, every thing that had once been hei-s. For a long 
time, Theodosia was a name banished from the vocabulary ot 
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hia lionso. Two or three years after her loss, lie received fro» 
South Cnioliiia a large box contaimn;; nrliclos which lind bo- 
longed to Iicr, ntiil some relies of her mother which she had 
prcsei'vcd nil lici' life. lie opened tho box and rccugiiiBcd the 
familiar thin<ra. Then, goin^ intu an ndjoinitig room, where 
a very intimate friend was silting, ho said, 

"1 have something' to allow you." 

Uc le<l him by the hand to the open trunk, and, in a voice 
Mliakcn with emolion, eaid, 

**W/taC a fate, poor thing!" 

He closL-d the trunk, witliout another word, placed it ont 
of sight, and made no further allusion to it for a long time. 
Some of the objects wliii;li so deeply moved him upon that 
occasion are still in existence, and in the jHisscssion of indivi- 
dimla to whom lio gave them twenty years latci-, and to whom 
they are a precious possession, 

TliGodosia was a nearly complete realization of her father's ' 
ideal of a woman. With a great deal of tvir, splnt, and 
talent, and possessing the elegant vivaeity of manner which 
be BO much admired, and a face strikingly beautiful, and stiik- 
uigly peculiar, she also inherited all tlint a daughter could 
inherit of licr father's courage and fuilitudc. In biilli solid 
and elegant accomplish men Is she was very far superior to the 
ladiCB of lier thne. After shining in the circk's of New York, 
ahe led the society of Soulli Carolina, until the time of her 
lather's misfortunes, wlien she shared hin ostracism in both 
places, and was proud Lo share it. Her love ibr her fnther •■-- 
was more like passion than filial affection. Her fiiith in his 
honor and in his worth was absolute and entire. Immovable 
in th.it faith, she conid clieerfuMy have braved tho scorn, the 
derisiuH of a world. Slie would liave left all to follow him. 
8he would have renounced her husband, if her husband had 
Altered in hix duly to a falher-ia-law whose fault, whatever 
it was, ho had shared. Ko father ever more loved a child, '■^ 
nor more laboriously proved his love, than Aaron Buit. No 
child over repaid A father's care and tenderness, >vith a love 
mora constant and devoted than Thejdosio. That such a 
voman conId ao entirely love and believe in him, was the fttX 
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wbicli 6rat led tlie writer of these lines to suspect that the 
Aai'uii BiiiT nlio aL'tnally lived and walked tlii'sii hiigcis moat 
bavo been a very different being indeed from the Aaron Burr 
of the popular imnginatioD. Not necessarily n good man, in 
tlie nobleal scn^e of that greatest of wordi ; but, cci'aiiily. Dot 
the monster be is thought. 

It WAS a maxim of the " Burr School" (as suriii iiig frienda 
of Colonel Burr still call liia system of life), to acei'iit the In- 
evitable without repiiriiig. lie held it weakiic.ta to mourn, 
and wisdom to enjoy. Atlcr losses, bo maiiiUtiucd, wo should 
bold all the faster to what is left, anil crijuy it. Tliis was bia 
principle ; and he acted upon tt ; and was prouc to iindci'value 
those wlio did not. If it bad been bis fortune to go beloreliia 
daughter to tho other world, be would bavo tuld licr tiitb his 
dying bicith th.U if bIio desired truly to honor his memory, 
she must be bnppy, and a source of ba|ipineES wlien ho was 
gone. Tbcicfurc, though tho lusa of liis d.-tugbter and her boy 
had taken from his lifii its objci-t and its charm, he exhibited 
to the world a composed demeanor, and strove, in all ways, 
to enjoy the p:issing buur. Time bcals or assuages all wounds. 
lie put his gnef away from liim, IIu would not ba Gorrow- 
ful. 

It scorned as though, to the end of his life, he was more 
tedder and loving to all tho children he ever met for Ganipil* 
lo's sake. Some mouths after these cvcnis, he chanced one 
day, on it journey to Albany, to visit somo very old friends 
near Nowbiirg, whom ho had not seen for a long time. He 
knocked at the door of tho houso two or three limes, and no 
one came ; when, presuming on hid intimacy with the liimily, 
ho pushed open tho front door, and entered a parlor. Thci-e 
he was shocked to see, lying in an open cofliii, the body of m 
diild whom he bad known as the delight of the household, 
and of whoso sickness even bo had not licard. lie was ob- 
served by a sei-vant to gaze with singular intensity upon the 
countcnanoe of the dead child, and to sit down by its side, 
covering his face with bis bands. Then be rose and led the 
bouse. A few days alter, be wrote a letter to the afflicted 
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bmilyy apologizing for his strango behavior. ^^ Ever since the 
event," he wrote, '^ which separated me from mankind, I have 
been able neither to give nor to receive consolation." That 
*^ event," they sapposed, was the duel with Hamilton— -so 
liitlo did they know of the man they had known so loiig. 
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TiiKRE U no part of the long life of Aaron Barr, respecting 
which the popular idea is more at variance wMi the truth, than 
the period whiuh we now enter upon. Tliat popular idea is 
forcibly expressed hy tlie concluding words of a writer in the 
old New Toik Jievieto (January, 1638) — a writer whoso pro- 
fession and n hose errors should have conspired to render just, 
if not eliaritable: 

" With the recklessness pi'odiiccd by a present which had 
□o comfort, and a future which liad no hope, he (Aaron Burr) 
Burrendeied himself without shame to tlio groveling propen- 
sities which had formed his iiL-gt step on the load to ruin, until 
at last, overcome by disease, in the decny of a worn-out body, 
and the imbecility uf a inuch-nbnsed mind, he lay a shattered 
wreck of humanity, just entering upon eternity with not 
enough of man left about him to make a Christian out oC 
Ruined in fortune, and rotten in reputation, thus passed from 
the buKy sceno one who might liavo been a glorious actor in 
it ; and when he was laid in the grave, decency congratulated 
itMlf that a nuisance was removed, and good men were glad 
that God had seen fit to deliver society from the contaminat- 
ing flontact of a festering mass of moral putrefaction." 

It would bo difficult to put into words a statement mora 
&1m than ihia sounding, shameful, pitiless paragraph. It 
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voald IinvG been so easy to Gnd out tho truth about Colonel 
BuiT's last ycai-s in IS^IS. It Ems not been verj' diffieutt in 
185V ; for llicre mo still several persons living whoso lecolleo- 
tiona of him in those years are full and acuurntc, and who have 
been more tlinn willing to lell whnt they know. Groveling 
propensities ! A more deliciito creature never lived in masca- 
line form tlinn Anton Burr. A man of relined nppetitc ; in 
no bad sense a sensualist ; abhorring grost pleasures, pursuits, 
and persons. Look at his faue I Is it the faoe of n sensualist ? 
But I reserve tliis siibj'eet for eonsideration in another chap- 
ter, and proceed to narrate here such events and ineideuis of 
this period of his life as seem worthy of brief record. 

Observe, first, the circumstaii*^es of the man. Ho is deotin- 
ing into the valo of years ; ho is lifly-seven yeam old. Ho U 
alone in the world. The excitement produced by his sudden 
arrival in the city soon aubsiJcd, and tho old odium gathered 
thick nbout him. From the first, he took the honorable, the 
right ix'solution of knowing those only who fii*st recognized 
him. Thus he acquired the habit, which many will remember, 
of glancing under his eyelids at an approaching acquaintance 
to sec whether or not he meant to cut him. Usually tho ap 
proaching acquaintance liad that intention, and was deprived 
©f the opportunity by Colonci Burr's looking another way, 
Thus the circle of his acquaintance grew ever narrower, until 
it included few beside his clients and his tried friends, whose 
friendship dated back to revolutionary times. Foi', if there i.t 
s noble element in human nature which luclincs us to take the 
weaker side, there is a base principle, too, which urges us to 
join in a hue and cry. He made not tho slightest endeavor 
to 8et himself right with tho public. He never sought friends. 
Besides the general causes of odium, half a dozen influential 
fomilics of the city imagined that it was part of their duty to 
tho dead to heap obloquy upon tho living. There was a " set" 
who took the infamy of Aaron Burr in charge, and nui-sed it, 
uid never let it cease growing until it filled the world. 

He was beleaguered with creditors, some of wliom hod 
bought expedition debts for a fraction of their face, and were 
clamorous for payment. A laige proportion of the immense 
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expenses incurred dining hia trial had never been paid. There 
were bis debtis too, to the Due de Bnssuno, nnd olhci-s in 
Europe, which had peculiar cbims ; and, lic^de, itiere was ■ 
silent, but needy company of relations and near conncctioiu 
who had advanced money they could ill spare in aid of the 
oxpcdiiion. Of old debts incurred in prosperous days, there 
were several thousand dollars. Mnny had been rniued by the 
fiulure of the expedition, wliom Colonel Burr fult bound to 
asust in their extremity, and flora whose application he could 
never, to his lost breath, tin'n away. The least meritorious of 
his creditoi-s were, of course, tho most relentless; and ho re- 
solved, from tho beginning, not to attempt to pay, until he 
could pay justly — until he sawa prospect of paying a propor- 
tion to all. 

The largeness of the sum which he had received in the first 
few days of liis practice, was duo to a vaiiety of unusual cir- 
camstancea ; a large part of it was payment for services yet 
to bo rendered, Tho most prudent of men, in his situation, 
could not have saved for his creditors moro than a very fnw 
thousands a year, and Aaron Burr, in his use of money, was 
never prudent. He was one of those who are constitutionally 
incapable of diiving a good barg.iin Jor Inmself — through 
whose fingers money slips iu an unaccountable manner. 

Desperate were his fiist struggles with this mass of indebt- 
edness. Without capital to speculate with, bis only source of 
income was the practice of his profusion in a city where it 
soon became a disgrace to be seen in his company. For three 
or four years, the utmost eflTorts of his ingenuity could do no 
more than keep liim out of jail. His legal services were in 
request — p.irttunlarly his opinions in real estate cases, and he 
earned considerable sums; but his debts were so nunicrona 
and BO enormous, that merely to defeat the attempts of credit- 
ors to conHne liis person, absorbed his income and tasked YCa 
powci-8. Many limes be was kept out of the dreaded " lim- 
its" by some wealthy friend giving bail for his appearance. It 
was a lifelong battle. The greater debts were never paid. 
Even the sum due to the Duo dc Bassano is ordered, in bis 
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ist will, to be paid it he should dio possessed of property sof* 
Gmeiil ior llic piirjiosc, 

Tiio dclnila of this loo unequal slrlfo need not bo dwell 
upon. It t'urmud tlio bitMucaa and sliilUng h:\a\s of his life. 
AVe.ii'ied, !it length, witli tlic cndeavoi* to accomjilisli the im- 
possible task, it is not to be denied, that, with advancing age 
and dcci^'iiig powcifi, hu grew indiffercnl to il, and ol\cn gave 
away in cliiiiily sums of money that uiiglit have nppeascd a 
creditor. This \vas wrong, of course, but the demands upon 
his ohni'ity were very numerous nnd ]ircssing, and some of 
them wero of the nature of debt itselt For example, Colonel 
Burr, upon Uia return to New York, found Luther Martin a 
mined man — ruined through high living and deep drinking. 
He owed Luther Sliirtin much money for his legal services, 
and more gratitude for liis generoos championsliip ; and lie paid 
both debts by taking liim into his house, assigning liim a pnr- 
mancnt nparlmi'ut, and maintaining him in comfort and dig- 
nity, until be died in 1826 at tlio age of cightj'-onc. Another 
esamplu was that of a relative of Dr. Uosauk, who fell into 
drinking and destitution in Ids old age, to whom Colonel Burr 
gave aid and Blieltur. 

One day, when some dastard soul rebuked liim for aiding 
men wlio had disgraced themselves by bad habits, ho made 
this rejily: "They may be black to the world, I care not 
how black. They were ever white to me I" 

The only itnpurtant net of Burr's later life was bis sugges 
tion of A course of political aclion which resulted, finally, io 
ending the supremacy of the Virginia politicians and electing 
General Jackson to iho presidency. Ho knew nil political 
secrets, as beturc, and had much more to do with advising 
political measures than would now be willingly confessed by 
certftin polilicians of that day who still linger on the stage. 
In tlte fall of 1815, ho ascertiuned that James Monroe would 
be nominated for the presidency by the democratic congre» 
sional caucus. He was opposed to the system of nominating 
candidates by congressional caucuses, oa being " hostile to all 
freedom and independence of suffrage ;" ho wa.'i opposed to 
Virginian supremacy i he vm^ opposed to Jamc-s Mouroe, "A 
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oertBtn jnnto," ho wrote to Governor Alston, " of aotnsl and 
ractitioiio Virginians, Imving lind possession of Llic govern- 
nienl for twcnly-fonr years, consider the United Stales as 
their property, and, by bawling ' Support tlic admiiiistl-a- 
tion,' havu so long succeeded in duping the republican pub 
He." In tlie same letter he drew a very unflattering sketcb 
of Colonel Monroe: "Kalurally dull and stupid; extremely 
illiterate ; indecisive to a degree that would be incredible to 
one who did not know him ; pusiilnnimoMg, nnd, of course, 
hypocritical ; lias no opinion on any subject, and will be al- 
ways under the government of the worst men ; pretends, as I 
am told, to somo knowledge of military matlei-s, but never 
commanded a platoon, nor was ever iit to command one, ' Se 
eervitlin l/te revolutionary icar /' — tliat is, ho acted a short 
time as aid-dcsmmp to Loi'd Stirling, who was regularly 
• • •. Monroe's whole duty was to fill his lordship's 
tankard, and hear, with indications of admiration, his lord- 
ship's long stories about liimsclf. Such in Monroe's military 
experience. I was with my regiment in the same division at 
the time. As a lawyer, Monroe was far below mediocrity. 
He never rose to the honor of trying a cause of the value of 
a hundrsd pounds. This is a charaotcr exactly suited to the 
views of the Virginia junto," 

The remedy he proposed was the nomination of a popular 
character like Andrew Jnckson, the hero of the late war, and 
then in the flush of his boundless popularity. "The mo- 
ment," continued Burr, "is auspicious for breaking down thia 
degrading system. The best citizens of our countiy ackuowl- 
edgo the feebleness of our administration. They acknowledge 
that offices are bestowed merely to prescii've power, and with- 
out the smallest regard to fitncs.i. If, then, there be a man in 
the United States of firmciess and decision, and having stand- 
ing enough to afibrd oven a hope of success, it is your dnty to 
hold him up to public view : that man is Andreto Jackson. 
Nothing is wanting but a respectable nomination, made before 
the proclamation of the Virginia caucus, and Jackson's suc- 
cess is inevitable. If this project should accord with yonr 
views, I oould wish to see t/ou promiuent iu tho execution of 
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tt. It must be known to be your worlt. WLetlier a forma) 
and open nomination should now be made, or tvliether yon 
should, for the present, content yoinself with barely dcnoano- 
iog, by a joint resolution of both Honaea of your legislature, 
oongressionaj i^tucuses and nomiiAlions, you only can judge. 
One considei'ation inclines me to hesitate about the policy of 
a present nomination. It is this — that Jackson onglit tirst to 
be admonished to be passive: for, the moment be aliall he an- 
nounced as a candidate, he will be assailed by tbo Virginia 
[imto with menaces, and with insidious promises of boons and 
Givors. T/iere is danger that Jackson might be wrought upon 
by iuch practices." 

From that time General Jackson, as every one knows, was 
the popular candidate, par exellence, with ever-improving 
chances of success; until, in 1828, Colonel Burr saw hia sag- 
gestion realized, and Ills old confederate and champion seated 
in the pi-esidential chair. T/ien, the old soldier was in a posi- 
lioti to aid, in another manner, the subjugation of the Span- 
iards in Texas I TVten, he could give effect to the bent 
toward south-western acqaisition which he bad derived from 
Aaron Burr thirty years before ! 

The absorbing occupation of Barr'a life for several years 
afler his return from Kuiopc, was the suit in ohanuery, well 
known to lawyers as the Medcef Eden case. His manage- 
ment of this cause was so remarkable and cbaracteristio, that 
an ontline of its history may interest the re-ider. Medcef 
£den was a New York brewer who made a great fortune, 
ftnd, dying in 1798, kft hia two sons a large amount of real 
estnte upon the island of Manhattan. The two sons wore to 
share the property equally, and if either died childless the 
BOrvivor was to Inherit the deceased's share. These young 
men, partly through their own extravagance, but chiefly 
tlirongh the dishonest sharpness of creditors, ran through 
(heir property in two or three years, and becoming bankrupts, 
were reduced to otter poverty. Their case was submiited 
afterward to the two leaders of the New York bar, Alexander 
Hamilton and Aaron Burr, and the question was proposed, 
whether the estate cnnld be recovered. Hamiltoa said it 
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could not ; Burr was of opinion that it could. HHiDilton*! 
opinion WHS adopted: no proceedings were attempted; the 
matter was forgotten ; and the EdeiiH lived on in poverty. A 
year after Burr's return, he was I'eminded of tlio caso by 
healing of the death of on* of the brotliers, Itfeanwhile, the 
estate had enormously increased in value. Inquiring for the 
surviving brother, he found him in Weatuhester county, im- 
mersed in debt, and residing within debtors' " limits." The 
result was, that Bun moneyless and in debt ns he was, under- 
took to recover the estate, Eden agreeing to follow his advice 
in all things — to be, in foct, a passive insUument in his hands: 
Eden, his wife and two daughters. Burr brought to the dty, 
established them in his own house, sent the daughters to 
school, and amused his Icisare houi-s, for ten years, by laboring 
with the same assiduity for their mental Improvement as he 
had done in former times for Theodoeia'e. 

He went to woric craflily. The valuable parts of the estate 
lay in the city itself, several lots being held by banks and 
Other wealthy corporations. He let those alone, for a while, 
and confined his first efforts to the recovery of a small farm 
in the npper part of the island, his object being to get the 
principle quietly established, upon which to found the more 
impoilant suits. The owner of the farjn was informed of this 
intention, and it was further intimated to him, that if he would 
not too seriously contest and prolong the suit, he should be 
allowed to buy back his farm on his own terms. Burr won 
the suit. The case was appealed. He was again successful. 
Then he came down upon the holders of the city lots with a 
pelting storm of writs of ejectment — to their equal surprise 
and alarm. The litigation was then fairly begun, and the 
courts were kept busy at it for many years — until it became 
as familiar as the cause of "Jamdice and Jarndice." Among 
v^ those who assisted Burr in the conduct of these suiu wa) 
Martin Van Buren. Burr won suit after suit, and recovered, 
in time, a very lai-ge amount of property. 

But, nnfortunntely, he began the war destitute of its " sin 
ews," though his opponents were bountifully provided with th« 
lame. The suits were long, anl some of them very ezpenuve. 
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On the faith of the first deoiitions in bis favor, he indaced 
tnoDey-Ienders, by llie pnyniciit of excessive uauiy, to advanoa 
money upon property atill in dispute, and thiia it §onietimea 
happened lliat neither he nor hia client gained any pciniuiary 
ftdvantnge from decisions iviiich assigned them valuable houses 
and lands. Nevertlieless, he gained enough to amply repay 
liim for bis trouble and toil, and his client ivas maintained 
with every comf-rt until be died, leaving Burr llie guardiaD 
of his children. The daughters, It may be added, became 
accompiislied \\'omen, and contracted respectable marriages. 

One case, in which Bnrr was the leader, would furnisli the 
groundwork of a thrilling romance. A brother and sister, the 
children of an ancient house in England, were led, by an ex. 
traordinary chain of ei re um stances, to suppose that they were 
not related, but were brought up as brother and sister to pre 
vent their forming a tenderer relation. They fell in love, 
eloped, married, and tied to America. Hither their guardian 
followed them, and, the bettor to fieeure their separation, had 
them arrested on the charge of incest, and thrown into prison. 
In tbe old stone jail that formerly stood in tbe Park, between 
the City Hall and Broadway, Burr found the deluded pair and 
their daughtei", a child of strange beanty. They jtrotested 
their iunoceneo and implored hta aid. Entering warmly into 
the cause, be soon obtained the release of the beautiful un- 
happy mother, and her wonderfully lovely child. He gave 
them a borne in his ou'n bouse. The child grew to the age of 
three or four, when, foitnnately for itself aud its parents, it 
died, Aflcr a long conlinement, the htixband-bi-olher was 
released in conisequence of the death of the guardian who 
brought the suit. Boili being then convinced of their error, 
the lady went to reside in Paris, and the gentleman returned 
to England, where he still resides. All this was done by Col- 
onel Burr without fee or reward, for his clients were then 
destitute of resonrcea; but, in atler years, wbon he was a very 
old man, tbe gentleman, who had inherited a large fortune, 
unt hima connidcrable, though inadequate, fee. 

A beautiful woman came to him one day to engage bis serv 
Vm in a suit for divorce, which she was about to bring agaitsl 
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her husband. After bearing her story, he was averse to brli^ 
ing the suit, and dissuaded her in terms like tliese : " Mndaine^ 
your cause will have lo be tried by twelve men — all sinners. 
They will have a fellow-feeling with the sinner ; and, you know, 
a fvlIo^v-fe(jIiug makes ua wondrous kind. These men will 
have to be tohl, that for a long time past your husband baa 
tot been permitted to enjoy your sodety. They will sm yoa 
and ])ity him ! I assure you, my dear madame, it will be ex- 
Ireiiicly difficult to gel a rerdict in your favor." The lady 
was convinced. 

As a genera! rule, ho was treated by the bar with distant 
respect, lie was an antagonist lo be atViud of. On one occa- 
won, a lawyer of some note refused to be employed in an iav 
(wirtanl cause in conjunction with Colonel BmT. The company 
who brought the suit deliberated awhile, and determined to 
tdliere to Burr, to whom the papers were then conlided. It 
was known to be his custom never to undertake a cause which 
le was not sure of wbiniii^', and it was known, too, that be 
bad never lost a cause in Ids lifG which he had attended to 
bimself. The opposing party waited with anxiety to hear 
whether Burr had accepted the case, and, on learning that he 
, bad, made an immediate offer to compromise. 
, ^ Mr, Epes Sargent, in his (" campaign") Life of the great 
Kentuckian, teils us, that on his letura from Ghent, Henry 
Clay visited the federal court-room in the city of New York, 
*' On entering the courUroom in the City Hall," eaya Mr, 
Sargent, " the eyes of the bench, bar, officers, and attendants 
upon the court, were turned upon Mr. Clay, who was invited 
to take a seat upon the bench, which he politely declined, and 
took a position in the bar. Slioitly ailei', a small gentleman, 
kpparently advanced in years, and with bushy, gray hair, whom 
Mr. Clay, for an instant, did not recognize, appiooched him. 
He quickly perceived it was Colonel Bui'r, who tendered his 
iiand to salute Mr. Clay, The latter declined receiving it, Tbfl 
colonel, neverthelcus, was not repulsed, but engaged in con- 
versation with Mr. Clay, remarking, thai ho had understood, 
that besides the treaty of peace, the American commissi onen 
bad negotiated a good commercial convenlion with Great Brit 
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Mn. Mr. Clnjr replied coldly, that saoh a convention was cob- 
oludcd, nnd that 'n<f tuniis would be known as socn as II wm 
promulgated by public aiilhorily. Colonel Burr expressed a 
wish to have an hour's interview with him, and Mr. Clay told 
him where he Btoppud — but the colonel upver called." 

Those were busy years', as indeed were all the years of thii 
man'a life. A gentleman who spent some time in his ofliue nt 
this period, has described to me his manner of employing tht 
day. He rose at the dawn. A breakfast of an egg and a cup 
of coffee sufficed fortius most abstemious of men ; after which 
be worked among his papers for some hours belbre liis clerki 
and assistants ari'ired. He was a hard taskmaster : be " kept iia 
til upon the jump." All day he was dispatching and receive 
ing messages, sending for books, pei'sons, and papei'S; expecting 
every command to be obeyed witli next-to-impossiblG celerity, 
inspiring every one with his own zeal, and getting a surprising 
quantity of work accomplished. " He was buninean incarnate," 
said my informant. About ten in the evening he would give 
over, invite hia companions to the side-board, anfl take a sin- 
gle glass of wine. Then hia spitibi would rise, and he would 
nt for hours telling Etorics of his past life, and drawing brief 
and graphic sketufaea of celebrated characters with whom be 
bad acted. Oflen he was full of wit and gayety at such limes ; 
"the liveliest fellow in the world;" "as merry as a boy;" 
" never melancholy, never ill-natured." About midnight, or 
later, he would lie down upon a hard couch in a comer of his 
office, and sleep " like a cbild," until the morning. In his 
personal habits he waa a ihoi-ough-going Spartan — eating lit- 
tle, drinkittg little, sleeping little, working hard. He waa 
fond of caluidating npon how small a sum life could be sup- 
ported, and used to think that he could live well enough upon 
•evenly -five oents a week. 

And here may be introdaced sncb tragments of his conver- 
sation as are still remembered. 

Uis conversation upon the past was remarkable for its caa- 
jor, bumor, and charity. He denounced no one — not ex'en ' 
General Wilkinson, of whom he spoke more severely than of 
•ay one else. He used to assert, in the most potttivw manDH^ 
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that Wilkinson had anequivocally betrayed liim. Agiunit 
JeSbrson lie ttiJ not seem to be embittered, though Die pul> 
Ucation ot the "Anas" gave him a passing disgust. He de- 
scribed bim as a very agreeable man in convei-sation ; a man 
of no " prescnci.- ;" a plain, country. looking man ; a sincere 
and thoi'ougli "Jacobin-' in opinion. He thought JelTerson'ii 
*' leveling prineiplcs," as he ealled tliem, were veiy absurd, and 
had done great harm. Oi the republican form of govern- 
ment, n8 here established, with its entirely fatal element of 
"rotation in office," he had an ill opinion, and was sure it 
could not ]a8t. One day, some gentlemen were conversing 
apon the subject in liis prcsenoe, when one of them chanced 
to use the phrase, " expounders of the Constitution." At the 
moment a noisy crowd of electioneering Democrats were pass- 
ing. Burr, who had stood silent for some time with liis hands 
behind him, holding his hat (his favorite attitude), pointed to 
the mob, and sfud, " They are the expounders of the Consti- 
tution !" 

General Washington be underrated to the last. Himself 
the quickest of mortals in apprehending and deciding, he 
could not admire a general who was so slow to make up hia 
mind. He thought Washington, as before recorded, a very 
honest and well-intentioned country gentleman ; but no great 
soldier, and very far indeed from being a demi-god. Burr 
disliked a dull person next to a coward, and ho thought gen- 
eral Washington a dull pei-soo, Hamilton and other young 
scholar-soldiers of the Revolution were evidently of a similar 
opinion, but Hamilton thought that the popularity of the gen- 
eral was essentia! to the triumph of the cause, and, accord- 
ingly, he kept bis opinion to himself. Burr, loss prudent, less 
disinterested, perhaps, made no Hccret of his, 

Carlyle declares, that the very stupidity of John Bull la 
wiser than other people's wisdom; and it may be remarked 
of General Washington, that, though he could not make a 
\ bon mot, nor always spell one when it was made, his dullness 
' was brighter than the biDliancy of Hamilton and Burr. Lei 
Burr, however, be commended for his oandor in not affecting 
tn admiration for a popular idol, with regard to whom it ii 
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ooDiiiibred iinpntiiotic to have an opinion. His liaimleu orit- 
kism of lii» co>»niandt.-i' ia leas oflVWive and less immoral than 
tile caiiiitig uiliilittioii of sclt-sceking politicians, wlio have mo- 
Deeded in uoucealin^ the interesting traits of the man, and 
obscuring; his real claim to tlio admirution of posterity. 

People were often startled by the utter fwnc/ialance with 
which Colonel Burr would allude to passages in his past life, 
which were generally tliought to be infamouB. The following 
•cene, derived from nn eye-witness, is an example : 

It has been mentioned that on the opening of the trial at 
Richmond, young Winfleld Scott occupied a conspicuous posi- 
tion above tlie audience. Before the trial had progiessed far, 
he left Rivhinund, and never saw Colonel Burv again until 
after his return from Europe. On the evening of the day on 
which he w.ts first named General Scott, he found himself at 
the house of a distinguished politician in Albany, where a little 
supper was to celebiate Ids promotion. 

" Have you any objection, general, to be introduced to Col- 
onel Aaron Buj-r ?" inquired the giver of the fi-ust. 

" Any genilemnn whom you choose to invite to your house," 
replied the general, "I sbaJI be glad to know." 

Colonel Burr entered; the iotroductiuQ took plaw; the 
party sat down to whist, until supper was announced. At the 
table, the old colonel and the young general sat opposite each 
other, bnt no particular conversation occurred between them 
for some time. Meanwhile, General Scott, ever as cointcoiu 
BB brave, forbore to pronounce the word Miclimoiul, or even 
Virginia, lest it should excite painful feelings in the mind of 
s fallen man. Suddenly, Colonel Burr looked up and said, 

" Genera! Scott, I've seen you before." 

"Have you, indeed?" rejoined the general, supposing that 
ho referred to some military scene, or other public occasion, in 
which he had figured. 

" Yes," continued Burr "J saw you at my trial" 

Ho then described the position and dress of the young gen- 
tleman in the court-room, and proceeded to converse about 
the Boenes that transpired at Richmond precisely in the tone 
•Dd manner of a casual spectator. The generil was both 
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SBtoniahed and relieved. It was dining the war of IBIS thM 
thix Bceae occurred, and llie old twldicr expressed e[>rdia1 ad* 
miration of General Suott's gnllnntry aud conduct. On tbe 
Hamc occasion, Colonel Burr asked, 
"Why don't the folks at Washington employ Geneial Jack- 
Some one Hoid that Jackson had a command in the mililia, 
and would soon be called into active service. 

Burr said : " I'll tell yon why they don't give him a com- 
mission ; he's a friend of mine ; that's the reason." 

He talked with |>erfect freedom respecting his Mexican en- 
terprise, particularly its comic incidents. Commenting on the 
charge that he had descended the river "in warlike array,** 
he used to give a humorous 'description of his boats and their 
crews. Nothing is accurately enough remembered of his d6> 
Bcription to be given here^ except that the manner of the de- 
scent woa most ludicrously different from what is understood 
by the phrase " warlike array." What with the pranks of a 
largo monkey and the music of a violin, his men seemed to 
have had a very merry voyage of it. He spoke kindly of 
Blennerhassett. Ho was not a bad man, Burr would say, 
though a wonk one ; a man of somo knowledge, and no sense ; 
who required no persuading to enter into the Soulh-westem 
Boheme, but was madly eager to embark in it the moment it 
was mentioned. After Burr's return to America, he wrote to 
Mrs. Blennerhassett (in Ireland) for the letters and documents 
in her possession relating to the enterprise. She di?manded a 
great price for them, which Burr was not in circumstances tu 
give. lie sent her two or three siima of money, however, in 
her destitution, the amounts of which are not remembered by 
my informant, though he is positive as to the fact of money 
being sent to her. 

He conversed with equal freedom of the duel with Hamil- 
ton. He never blamed himself for his conduct in that nSair 
Despiung the out-cry made about the duel, ho would indulge, 
«omelinies, in a kind of defiant affectation reHpecting it. " JM^ 
fHetid Hamilton — uhom I shot," he would s.iy, witli amaxing 
Donclialance. Usually, however, he alluded to his atiiagomst 



AHECDOTES AND BEMINISCE JICE3. 



3C5 



with respect, styling him " Gcnei'sl Hitmilton," and doing par- 
tial jiiaticB to his merits. "Was Hum ill on a gentleman?" 
Bskcd a forei<>ner once in Burr's lieai ing. Biiir resented the 
qiieBtion, and replied with haiitciir : " Sir, I met hira." 

He tol'i an anecdote relating to tlie duel, of which the fol- 
lowing is the purport. On a journey, while stopping at a tav- 
vrn to bait liia horses, he strolled into the village, and saw a 
traveling rshibitioa of wax- works. To amuse an idle moment, 
he enlereil. Among the figures were two representing IIamil> 
ton and himself in the att of firing. Tlie figures were vilely 
executed, and the exhibition won made the more ridicaloiis 
by Borne doggerel which the ambititiun exhibitor had wrawled 
underneath. With some difficulty he made it out, as follows: 

" Burr, Burr, wbat bast tbou done ? 
Tbou bast sUooUd dead grout Hamiltoo. 
Tdu hid bpliind B bunc!! orthiiillo, 
And shoolod bim dead vilh a great boas pistol" 

He told this story just as any one would have told it, sod 
laoghed at the lines as hesi-tily as any of his auditoi-a. 

He was sui'prised, one day, to receive the lbllo»-ing epiatle, 
which is here transci-ibed from the original : " Aaron Burr : 
Sir, Please to meet me with the weapon you chuse on the IS 
of may where you murdered my father at 1 o'clook with your 
second, B May 1819. J.A.Hamilton." To which ho wrote 
a reply like this: "Boy, I never injured yon : nor wished to 
injure your father. A. Buri'." On reflection, however, he 
thought it best not to notice the communication, and tore up 
his reply. He was allerward informed that tlie letter waa a 
forgery. 

Tliere was one remarkable occasion on which he spoke of 
th« duel seriously and eloquently. It was when, for the only 
timi! in his life, he revisited the ground where it was fought. 
H« went there to oblige a young friend, who wished to see a 
•pot ao famous. Leaving their boat at the foot of the heights 
of Weehawken, just where Burr had lell his boat on that fatal 
luorning a quarter of a century before, they climbed over tha 
same racks, and soon reached the gi-ouad. Exuept that th« 
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rocka ivere covered with nnraes, and that tlio [p-onnd WM 
more overgrown ivitli trees, the pinre liad not cliangud in all 
those years 1 nor has it yet. It liad changed owiiei-s, how- 
ever, and belonged to a eon* of Riifus King, Burr's collcagne 
in tlic Senste, and Hamilton's fnond and ally. In the boat 
Burr had been somewhat thoughtful and silent, bnt eoemod 
to enjoy the bright day and pleasant shores, as lie always en- 
Joyed bright and pleasant things. On reaching the sucno, he 
placed his companion on the spot where Hamilton had stood, 
and went to the placu where ho had stood hlmselll and pri>- 
cceded to narrate the incidents of the ocoasion. 

The conversntion turaed to the causes of the duel. As ha 
talked, the old fire seemed to bo rekindled within liim; hia 
eye blazed ; liis voice rose. He recounted the long catalogna 
of wrongs he had received from Hamilton, and told how he 
had forborne and forboine, and forgiven and forgiven, and 
even stooped to remonstrate — until he had no choice except 
to slink out of night a wretch degraded and des]tiaed, or meet 
the calumniator ou the Kcld and silence hira. He dwelt mituh 
on the meanness of Hamilton. He charged him with being 
malevolent and cowardly — a man who would slander a rival, 
and not stand to it unless he was cornered. " Whi-n he stood 
np to fire," said Burr, '* lie caught my eye, and quailed under 
It; he looked like a convicted felon." It was not true, he 
continued, that Hamilton did not fire at himj Hamilton fired 
firat ;\ he heard the ball whistle among the br.inches, and 
saw the severed twig above his head. He spoke of what 
Hamilton wrote on the evening before the duel with infinite 
contempt. " It reads," said he, " like the confessions of a pen- 
itent monk." These isolated ezprcssionx, my informant saya, 
convey no idea whatever of the fiery impressivenesa with 
which he spoke. Ho justified all he had done ; nay, applaud- 
ed it. 

He was moved to the depths of hia soul : the pent-up feel- 
ings of twenty-five years burst into speeeh. His companion, 
who had known him intimately many years, and had nevei 

• Jameg O. King, for nmoy years s grciit New York banker. 

\ BiUTSseooad oaaorUd the buds Xhiag, and moiaUined it to ths laK 
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•een him roused before, was almost awe-slruck at this strange 
outburst of emotion, and llie startling force of many of his ex- 
pressions. He remembers wondering ibat ho sliould ever hava 
thought Burr small of stature, for, during this seene, tbo lofti- 
ness of his demeanor was such, that his veiy fonn eeeined to 
rise and expand. It was long before he regained bia usual 
composure. All the way home he still spoko of the olden 
time, and neemed to renew bis youtb, and live over again his 
former life. 

While upon this subject, I may introduce a specimen false- 
hood which has had currency, and is actually narrated in a re- 
cent volume purporting to bo a Life of Alexander Hamilton. 
" Only once, during tbe progress of Mrs. H.amilton's life," saya 
the work referred to, " was she afflicted with ibe sight of her 
husband's murderer. In the year 1822 she was traveling from 
New York to Albany on one of ibc boats on the Hudson river. 
The company had been summoned to dinner. When iln. 
Hamilton had almost reached her sent in tho dining-saloon, on 
raining her eyes she perceived Aaron Burr standing direuly 
opposite to her, with the narrow width of the table alone be- 
tween them. The shock was too uiucb for ber system, she 
uttered a loud scream, fell, and was carried in a fainting state 
from the apartment. As Moon as she recovered, she insisted 
on being set on sboro at tbe first landing-place. She refased 
to journey further on a vessel which contained the detested 
form of Aaron Burr. It is said that aflei' the removal of Mrs. 
Hamilton from tho dining-saloon, Burr deliberately sat down 
and ate a hearty dinner with the utmost composure," 

The gentleman is still living, a well-known meraberof tho New 
York bar, and a gentleman of unquestionable veracity, who waa 
Burr's companion on the only occasion on which he and Mi-s. 
Hamilton were ever together on board a steamboat. He informs 
mo — which of course is evident enough — that ibis fine story 
is false in every particular. It was a small steamboat plying 
between New York and Manbattanville, on which the awk- 
ward renconter occurred. Mrs. Hamilton merely looked at 
Burr, as every body else looked at him ; for he never went 
inywbere without being on object of universal ultenlion 
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NbthiiiQ unusual took place ! All the passengers landed t* 
gether at Mnnliattanvillc, and there was never nny dinner 
entcn by passengers on bo&rd tlio boat, Tlie universally- 
known faist tbat Mrs. Hamilton was not a fool, trould of itself 
refute tlie story, one would tliinic Yet we lind it printed and 
reprinted. It is a fair specimen of the stories told to llie 
injury of Burr's reputation. Xot one in ten is truer. It got 
into the papers in Durr's life-time, and he frequently refu-rred 
to it, in illustrating his favorite topics — the decepliveness of 
probabilities, and the inevitable falseness of the thing com- 
monly called History. 

Another story he used to tell in the same conneotion. Tba 
belief that he waa the "deadest of dead shota," was nniTcr- 
Bal throngliout the connlry ; whereas the faul was that he had 
had very little pi'actice in all his life, and was only tolerably 
skilled in the use of the weapon. Phrenologists and sports- 
men tell us that some men are good shots by nature. Burr 
was one of these ; and the steadiness of his nerves gave him 
an advantage. But to the story. He was at Utic.i, attend, 
ing the seHsion of a court, at which there was a great coH' 
ooiii'se of lawyers. One afternoon, after the court had ad^ 
journed, a number of the younger members of the bar went 
into a field behind the court-house to fire pistols at a mark. 
After firing awhile, seeing Colonel Burr pass by, they invited 
him to join in the sport, all of them being extremely anxious 
to witness an exhibition of his renowned ability. He protested 
his want of skill, and begged off: but as they were very nr- 
gent, be at last consented. A pistol was handed bim, wher« 
he stood, and, looking around for a mark, ne saiil ' There is a 
white knot in that post yonder ; shall I fire at that ?" It was 
about sixteen paces distant. He raised his pistol, took caretiil 
aim, and fired. The ball struck the eicaci center of the knot. 
It was a wonderful hit, and astonished no one so much as the 
individual who achieved it. He was urged to fire again, but 
having no wish to tarnish bis easily-won honors, he retired 
from the field. On his way back tfarongli the wilderness to 
Albany, be stopped in a lonely place to water his liorse, when 
the thoDght occurred to him to try what he conld really do 
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with a pistol. He fired several ihotB. " I couldn't kit a 
barn-door," he woald say ; " but was there a. man Hint saw me 
make thai hit at Utica who could be persuaded that A. B, 
was uot a dead shot ?" 

Other instsuices he gavo from hta own esporienoe, in which 
he had betn thought a necromancer, or possessed of n devil, 
merely from some ncddental conjunction of circa mat an ces, or 
by the use of means the most oriiiuary and obvious. 

The interest wliiuh Colonel Burr took in the education of 
youth has been belbrc alluded to. He always had a pmtege 
in tiMniog, upon wliose culluio he bestowed unwearied pains 
and more money than ho could always afibrd. The story of 
Vanderlyn, the most distinguished protege he ever had, was 
ODe which was often related in these later years. 

He was riding along in a cunicle and p^r, one day during 
his senatorial terra, when one of his horses lost a shoe ; and 
he stopped at the next blacksmith's to have it replaced. It 
was a lonely country place, not far from Kingston, in Ulster 
county. New York. He strolled about while the blacksmith 
was at work, and, retutning, saw upon the side of a stable 
near by, a charcoal drawing of his own curricle and horses. 
The picture, which must have been executed in a vei'v few 
minutes, was wonderfully accnratc and spii'ited, and he stood 
admiring it for some time. Turning round, he noticed a boy 
ft little way ofl^ dressed in coai-ae homespun, 

" Who did that ?" inquired Burr, pointing to the picture. 

"I did it," said the boy. 

The astonished traveler entered into conversation with the 
lad, found him intelligent, though ignorant, learned that he 
was born in the neighborhood, had had no insti'uction in 
drawing, and was engaged to work for the blacksmith six 
months. Burr wrote a lew words on a piece of papei', and 
8<ud, as he wrote : 

" My boy, you are too smart a fellow to stay here all yoar 
life. If ever you should want to change your employment 
and see the world, jitst put a clean shirt into your pocket, 
^o to New York, and go str^ght to that address," handing 
the boy the paper. 
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Ho then mounted hia oirriolo and was oat of sight in a no- 
ment. Seveia! months passed awny, and tlie circumstance 
had rurally faded fi'otn tlie busy senator's recollection. As h< 
was sitlini; at bieaklast one morning, at Richmond Ilill, nscrv- 
ant put into his hand a small paper parcel, saying that it Wiu 
brought by a boy who was wailing outside. Bun- opened the 
parcel, and found a coarse, conntry-mado clean shirt. Su^^ 
posing it to be a mistake, he ordered the boy to be shown in. 
Who Rhoidd enter but the Genius of the Roadside, who placed 
in Burr's hand the identical piece of paper he hud given him. 
The lad was waimly welcomed. Burr took him Into his fiim- 
ily, educated him, and pi-ouured him instruction in the art 
which nature had indicated ahoidd be the occupation of hia 
life-time. Afterward, Burr assisted him toEuiopc, where he 
Spent live years in the study of painting, and became an artist 
worthy of the name. 

While Burr himself waa wandering in Europe, Vanderlyn 
was exhibiting pictures in the Louvre, at Paris, and receiving 
from Napoleon a gold medal, besides compliments and felidt- 
ftlions from the emperor's own lips. Vanderlyn did all he 
could for his benelkctar in Pans; but unhappily he had the 
Bueoessful artist's usual foitune — poverty embittered by glory. 
He afterward had comrais^ons from Congress, and painted 
the well-known "Landing of Columbus" for a panel in the 
rotunda of the Capitol at Washington. He also painted the 
portraits of Colonel Burr and Tlieodoaia from wliich the en- 
gravings were taken by which their lineaments are now known 
to the public. Vanderlyn died only five years ago at Kng» 
ton, near (he spot where he drew the charcoal sketch wbiob 
decided his career. 

Binr was fond of childron to weakness. In walking about 
the Battery or the Park, which in those days nscd to swarm 
with nurses and children, he would often slop to speak to a 
pretty child. He has frequently emptied bis pockets of all the 
change he had in giving pieces of money to the children and 
Jheir attendants. In his office, he made a poiTit of always 
peeping a supply of small coins expressly for cluldien, A 
#uy tells me that she has known biui to send out a ten dollai 
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■ titi and get it all changed into five, six, ten, and tvrelve cent 
W pieces, in order that lie might be sure to have one to give her 

■ every time she said her leason with the loquiieJ degicu of ac 
m ouracy. Pnrticulni'ty fond of edticating girls, he was far in 

■ advance of his time In tho liberality of lun ideas on tlint sub- 
I ject. His maxim was, that the aptitudes given by natui-e to 
m each cbild should be cnltivated without regard to sex. Ac 
f cordingly, he had one of his female proteges, who exhibited 

a talent forinusiu. taught the violin, both because it is the 
most perfeet of instruments, and because the girl showed a 
remarkable fondness for it. Another girl acquired under hia 
teaching & enfticictit knowledge of Greek to read tho New 
Testament in that language with some fluency. 

Yet it appears he liad a horrar of hearing women talk 
upon polilicn, and would never permit the topic to be intro- 
duced in their presence, if he could prevent it. 

" Tliat man," said he one day of a stranger who had just 
left the i-ooin, " is no gentleman." 

" Why not 1" excliiimed the ladies in a chorus. 

"Because ho introduced politics before ladies," answered 
Iturr. 

" But, colonel, Jiave ladies no sense, then ?" inquired one 
iif thoin. 

With a amile, lie said in his soft whispering way, " All sense, 
msdame ; yet it is better to talk sweet Ultle nothings to 
them." 

llis female proteges usnally became agreeable and estimable 
women, and did well m life. The young men whom he edu- 
uated were loo apt tu copy his faults, instead of hia viitues; 
particularly liia ivor^t fault, which was a reckless gcneroNty 
ui the use of money. Some of them passed their lives in pe- 
cuniary diffioultiec, which a little self-denying prudence in the 
beginning of their career might have enabled them to avoid. 
Others, however, escaped those degrading miseries, and are 
at this moment prosperous gentlemen. One of these I ad- 
dressed in the following manner: 

"You were intimately associated with Colonel Burr during 
Ihe years when your character was forming, and he must bar 
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influenced yon powerfully. Looking back a quarter of ■ MA 
tury, do you think lie influenced you beneficially ?" 

"I am sure ho did," was the reply. 

"Wliflt particular effect did Ina character produce upon 
yours ?" I asked. 

The eiiiphaiio reply was: "He made me iron/" 

A lady said to me : "1 never ask and never answer An ini' 
pertinent question; I was bronght up in the Bitrr school.''^ 

There are some pleaeant recollections of Colonel Burr re- 
corded in a recent work, entitled " The Autobiography of M 
Blind Minister," by the Rov. Timothy TToodbridgc, D. D^ a 
grandson of Jonathan Edwards, and one of Burr's cou«Da. 
"In the summer of 1819," says Dr. Woodbridge, "I met mf 
cousin Aaron Burr, at the house of onr common nncle, Hon. 
Timothy Edwards, in Stockbridge. This was the first time he 
had visited our uncle, for whom he had a profound revcrenoe, 
since hia return from Europe. 

" Burr is a conspicuous character in American history ; and, 
as 1 felt the most intense curiosity to make bis acquaintance, 
and study his mind, I had several interviews with him during 
this visit of two or three days. Ilis convei'satton was instruct* 
tve and fascinating, and, joined to his bearing, convcyvd to 
my mind the impression that he was made by the God of Na- 
ture to put fortli a commanding agency in human affiiirs. His 
language was clear as light. His conversation was senten- 
tious and condensed, and I never knew a mnn convey as much 
meaning in as few words. I heard him sketch the char.icter 
of a number of our revolutionary pntriots and heroes in a won- 
derfully graphic manner, and I thought hira a great moral 
painter. 

" My uncle told me that, after Burr came home from hia 
Canadian campaign, he described to iiim the character of Ben- 
edict Arnold. 'Arnold,' said Burr, *is a perfect madman in 
the excitement of battle, and is ready for any deeds of valor; 
but he has not a particle of moral courage. Ho is utterly nn. 
principled, and has no love of country or self respect, to guide 
him. Ho is not to be trusted anywhere but under the eye of 
a superior officer.* 
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" riic day after Burr left our iinclo's I called at the house, 
to talk over tlio iii)[ir(.-ssions of litis nnwonted visit. My aunt 
wa» a vciiernlile ftiid |>iou8 woman, 'I w;iiitto tell you, loiisin,' 
■aid sho, 'the nuwie I passed throiigli lliin moniiiig. When 
Colonel Hiirr'H iriiiria^e had driven up to llio door, I asked 
him to gu witli nit! into the north room, mid I can not tdl you 
&0W anxioos I felt, .is I, an old woman, went through the hall 
with tliiit gi-eikt ni.'in, Culonct Burr, to mlinonisU him, and to 
(emit him to rept?Ml:nic«. After we were by oiii'selves, I eaid 
io him, "Colonel Burr, I have n thousand lender memories a^ 
■ouatod with yon. I look caro of yon in your childhood, and 
I leel the deepest concern over your erring steps. You have 
committed a groat many sins agninst Cod, and yon killed that 
great and good mnn. General Hamilton. I beseech you to r» 
pent, and fly to the blood and rigliteouHncss of the Redeemer 
for pardon. I can nol bear to think of your being lost, and I 
often pray most enriicsily for your salvation." The otily reply 
he made to nie,' continued the excellent old lady, ' wus, "0, 
ftDDt, don't led tio liadly ; we shall boih meet in heaven yet ; 
meanwhile, tnny God bless you." He then tenderly took my 
hand, and left the house.' " 

He often received, in the coni'se of his life, similar well- 
meant admonitions, and invariably replied to llicm kvitli thank- 
fulness and respect. Letters, anonymous and other, reminding 
bim of bis mother's dying wishes respecting hitn, and urging 
him to repent, were found among his papei-s. One of these, 
written by a lady who had known and loved his mother, was 
eloquent and touching. She inclosed n frnginent of a letter 
whicli she had received from Iiis mother sixli/ years before, in 
which the most ardent desiies were expressed for the spiiitnal 
Welbre of tier infant son. ''I have often reflected, " continued 
the lady, " on your trials, and the fortitude with which yon 
have sustained thorn, with astonishment. Yoni->t lias been no 
oommoQ lot. But you seem to have forgotten the right use/ 
of adversity. Afflictions from heaven ' arc angels sent OL 
fonbassies of love.' We must improve, and not abuse them, 
to obtain the blesung. They are commissioned to stem the 
tide of impetuous passion; to check inordinate ambition; to 
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isi^iGt.'anoe of earthly grenlness ; to weati on? 
affuclions from transitory things, and eluvntc llietii to tlioM 
roalitk's wliicti arc ever blooming at tlie riglit liiind of God. 
WIicD affliction U thus sanc-tificd, 'the boart at once it hum- 
blos and exalls.' 

" Was it pliiloaopliy that anpporteil yon in your trials? 
There is an hour approacliing when philosophy will fail, and 
all human science will desert yoii. Whui thou will bo yoot 
sobftlilulo? Tdl rae, Colonel Burr, or i-ather answer it to 
your own heart, when the pale messenger appears, how will 
yon mott him — ' nndamped by doubts, undarkened by de- 
spair P 

"The inclosed is calculated to cxotte mingled sensations 
both of a melancholy and pleasing nature. The hand that 
penned it is now among ' the just made perfect,' Tour mother 
had given yon up by faiili. Have you ever ratified the vowt 
she made in your behalf? When she bade you a long fiire- 
Well, she coniineiidcd you to the proleolion of Him wlio had 
]iromis«d to be a Father to the fatherless. 

"The great Augustine, in his early years, was an infidel in 
Ilia priouiples, and a libertine in his conduct, which his pious 
mother deplored with bitter weeping. But she was told by 
her friends that 'the child of so many prayers and tears could 
not lie lost;' and it was verified to her happy eiiperience, for 
he afterward bocamo one of the grand luminaries of the 
church of Christ. This remark has often been applied to yon; 
and I trust you will yet have the h.tppinoss to tind that * the 
prayers of the lighteous' have ' availed much.'" 

Burr was no Roofier. Ho was desirous, while condemning 
the severe theology of his fathers, not to be thought an unbe- 
liever. A lady informs me that if he chanced to enter a 
room while she was hearing her children say tiicir prnyei-s, he 
wonld stand ^lent in an attitude of reverence till the cxei-dae 
was done. He occasionally went, with a lady, to the Episcopal 
church, and would have gone oftener but for his impatience of 
a dull or denunciatory sermon. As he w.is coming out of St 
John's one tine Sunday afternoon, his companion asked him 
what he thought of the sermon, which had boi'ne hard npoti 
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I think," snid he, " tliat God is a gvcat ile4 



t a believer in lik 



better ilian people suppose. 
Roodoesa. I say with Pope : 

"'Submit; fo IliLi or any olbor spJioro, 

Secure to b« na blessed as Ihou canst bear: 
Saw in tlio linnd of ono disposing Povfor, 
Or in the natal, or tbe mortal kour. ' " 

He tlioiight the Bible to be by far the most valuable o£ 
books, and admired the Psalms of David parliculnrly. Oo 
being asked to name bis favorite authors in tlio order in which 
he esteemed them, he replied: "The Bible, of course, it is t/it 
Book; alter that, Shakespeare, Burns, Pope, lie had littls 
relish, in bis later years, for the French atithoi-s who had 
pleased him so much in his youth. He used to say of Uoiisseau 
that he was well named "a selt-torttiring c.qolist," He also 
outgrew any fondness he may havo had tor Voltaire. Of hii 
aneestor, Jonathan Edtrard^, ho used otlen to say that h< 
** was the eluaiest head of Americs. How tbe race has da 
genemted," he would say, with a Immorotu shrug. 

As the yeara passed, bis reputation was more and raorf 
blackened by the idle, <alumnioua taies that were circulated 
respecting him. He bore it with surprising equanimity. Know- 
ing well the utter hopeleasnesa of attempting to restore )iif 
good Dame, he submitted to the wrong in silence, and grew 
Kt last almost indilTereat to it. For many years, indeed, he 
oh«rished the hope that the publicatiou of his story, atler liia 
death, would set all right at last, and to sceuro this was on« 
of his latest cares. But for bis owq life-tlmo he knew the cast 
was hopeless. 

" I don't care what they say of me," ho s^d to one who 
showed him a scurrilous paragraph ; " they may say whatever 
they please ; I let them alone, I only ask to be let alone." 

On a similar occasion, a lady said to him, " Why, colonel, 
if they Acre to accuse you jf murder, I don't think you'd 
deny it." 

He replied, " O, no, my child, why should I ? What good 
nottld it do? Every man likes his own opinion best. Ho nuty 
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not have a hundred tliousand dollar?, but he hati his opinion, 
A man's opinion is ])is pride, liis ncnlth, himself. As Ikr ns I am 
conccrnetl, lliey may indulge in any opinion lliey clmose." 

One dny in liis office, a gentleman talked in the usual hal6 
true manner of ihu evils of war. Burr remarked, 

" islander lias slain more than the sword." 

To n fiicnd who censured him fur allowing so many hun- 
dreds of injurious paragraphs to circulate without t:oiitradio> 
tion, lie replied that he had formerly supposed that his chai^ 
acter was strong enough to bear sueh potty assaults, nnd he 
had felt himself safe in treating them with contempt. "But," 
he added, "I fear I have committed a great error; tho raen 
who knew their liilsity are mostly dead, and the generation 
who now read tlicm may take tlicm for truths, bfuig unoon- 
tradiutcil. I adn)it I have committed a capital error, but it ia 
too late to repair it." 

" Poor Burr !" exclaimed the recorder of the reraflrk last 
(jnoted, " he was a man of many griefs ; but he was a eliild of 
genius — a brave, intellectual, brilliant man — and had within 
himself many of tho noblest qualities which ndom his spedes. 
But he had his weaknesses, and his petty vices in addition. 
Who has not ? Ho was the victim of a combiuatiou of ur- 
cumfltances, rather than of his own fault," 

Occasionally, Burr's rovilera would receive a telling rebuke. 
One of liis Etigliali friends, a colonel in the British army, came 
to this country with his wife and daughtci's, and hastened to 
renew his acquaintance with Colonel Bun'. A few days after 
his arrival, some officious individuals to whom ho had brought 
letters, and who had seen Burr walking in tho street with hiui 
and his party, fell themselves called upon to put the stranger 
on his guard. 

"Keall}', Colonel , you nustn't know Burr," said ono 

of iheso friendly provincials. "No ono in society thinks of 
knowing Burr ; he is held iu a kind of abhorrence. I wouldn't 
C>r the world have my wife and daughters seen speaking with 
him.' ' 

" Wouldn't you," said the jolly Briton ; " for our part, W1 
think Colonel Burr's acquaintance a privilege and an honor," 
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** Bill," said another of llio officious ooes, " Aaron Burr ■ 
(he gio.if est villiiin on eaitli." 

"Gtrnlfmoii," was tlio soldier's quiet reply, "we like vil- 
lains," nnil tunivd on liis Iicel. 

Bull' liimself was provoked onco to notice a public alTronb 
It was at Jiimaiea, on Long Island, when lie was n very oH 
man, on one of the last occasions of his appealing in a cou» 
room. The news of his coming preceded him, and such wai 
the general desire to see to renowned n chai'aetcr, that ths 
schools wei'G dismissed, and people walked many miles to atp 
tend the court. A lawyer, tidy yeai-s his junior, llionglil to 
make cnpiLal tor himself by roundly abusing Colonel Uitrr ia 
his opening speech. On rising to reply, Culoiicl Burr, in his 
very blandest tones, said, 

" I learned in the Revolution, in the sodety of gentlemen, 
and I have sinco observed for myself, that a mnn who is guilty 
of inteuiional bad manntrs, is capable of crime." 

The remark is not a very striking one, but it is Mid to have 
prodnecd a great effect upon the auditors, and to have cook 
pictcly quelled the young lawyer's insolvnco. The manner of 
the man must have been poworfnl in the extreme, for so many 
of his words to be remembered ader the lapse of so many 

One of Bun's law-partners relates an aneedoto which also 
shows how his words cling to the memory of those who heard 
them. The circnmsUince occurred about foriy-two yenra aga 
A gentleman entered the office and brought tho news that a 
friend of Colonel Burr's, who had nt a critiual jwriod written a 
pamphlet in his vindication, had fallen dead iu tho street a few 
hours before. 

" Do me the favor," said Burr, tarning to hia pnrtnor, " to 
lend fur a earri.ige ; we must go and ace hnw this is I" 

On reaching the lionae, they fuued the fumily in great di» 
tran, and the sherifT in possession of tho body for a debt o/ 
two biiudred and fitly dollai-8. 

liooking upon tho face of tho de.id man. Burr said, 
"Tliis may be law, but it Is not Christian charity 1" 
Turning to his partner, who waa the cashier of the conoemi 



378 



ON BUBR. 



must be biiried. 
(ulicnU) it) your 
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ho adi]ed, "This innst doI ro on. Tliis r 
Yon have llie money of the privatoe 
hanHs; pny tlio d<;bt. 

His pruilcnt partner dcintu-red, saying the money n 
callei) t'-if before they could i-eplauc it," 

" Sir," replied Burr with decision, " that man once did me 
H kindness ; give them tlm money and 1 will borrow as much 
lo-morrow of the Blnck Prince." 

Till! body was delivered, and both Burr and his partner at- 
tended tliG funeral. Black Prince was the nleknume of one 
of Biii-i's staunch friends. 

As he grew older, the habit of tndiscnminnte giving grctr 
upon him to a most remarkable degree. Dnring his mon 
aolive years lie nsu.illy liad a paitnev who managed the finao- 
dial affiura of the firm ; for tic was not fit himself to have the 
control of money, and he knew it. There were certain clairos 
upon him which he cnuld never re^st. Old soldiers of the 
Revolution and their children, men wlio had lost by the fail- 
ure of the expedition .tnd their children, men who had stood 
by him to the l.ist in his political career and their children, 
were the people who had but to apply to him for assistance, 
In get from him, if necessary, his last dollar. Literally, hia 
last dullar ; nny, his last cent ; for he hna been known to ex- 
wniuc all liis pockets .ind drawci-s, and bestow cvciy coin he 
could find upon a needy friend. 

When he received a sum of money of his own, be used to 
tnakc a kind of well of books for its reception in the middle 
cf his large, crowded table ; and then lucky was the applicant 
who made the first claim upon it! He gave, and gave, and 
gave, until liio well ran diy, and was tilled in again with law 
fiapcra and books ; when, too oden, a creditor would present 
himself, and go away again disappointed. " Burr was not a 
man," aaya one who knew more about his pecuTiiary affiun 
tud habits than any body else, " to toorry about a debt, though 
De liked to pay when he could." A creditor would say, 

"This bill has been running a long time, colouel." 

"It has indeed," he would reply. 
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**! should like to faavo the money," t)iQ creditor ivoulil eoiw 

nd I should like lo pay yon," the colonel would rejoin. 
Arul if, when tlie applicant e.illed again, there was money in 
the well, lio kouUI pay it witli pleasure. Never was there a 
front door in New York so beset with solieitorB for ciiarily aa 
hid. To avoid the rush of suitors, he removed at one time to 
Jersey City, thinking that the obstaole of the river would, at 
least, diminish iha crowd of applieniits. He resided tliero for 
Bome years. These ceaseless gifts it was, that made him an 
extravngaut man, and kept him poor. Upon Jiimself he spent 
littlo. IIu lived chiefly upon fish, bread, weak cofiee, claret 
and water, and otiicr simple articles. He could scarcely have 
had a clerk whose personal e^ipcnses wore so little aa hin 

He.ips of miscellaneous pieces of paper fi-om Burr's desks 
and drawers, have been offered to my inspection; they show 
how constantly he was solicited for pecuniary aid, and how 
frequently that aid was afforded. Notes payable to him that 
have never been paid ; applications for small loan:i ; aoknowl- 
odgments of money borrowed; thanks for similar favors; 
fill lip tlie interstices between laiger documents. Ue cotdd 
not say No, at lasU He could scarcely choose but^we. 

An anecdote related to me by the wife of one of Burr's 
partuci's will serve to illustrate his injirmiCy with regard to 
the use of money. He may have been seventy.five years old 
when the circumstances took place. The lady chanced to bo 
silting in the office one morning, when Buit received a large 
■moimt of money in bills, and as hia habits with regard to 
money had often been the subject of remark in the house, she 
watched hia proceedings with curiosity. She saw him fii-st 
Inke a law-hook from an upper shelfj put n fifty dollar note 
between its leaves, and replace the book on the shelf. Tha 
reet' of the money ho deposited in tho middle of his table, aa 
DBual. He had on that morning an extraordinary concourse 
of begging visitors, of whom no one seemed to go empty 
Kwny, and by three o'clock in the aftci-noon the well was ex- 
bausted. An hour later. Colonel Burr looked at his watoh, 
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sprang fioin Ilia chair, and began hnsllly to (Kick hia portmu 
lean with Inw-papt-is, in prcpai-alion for a journey to Albany, 
where he had linsin<.'s.<< with the courts. When he wa^ icady, 
he looked into his reccpt.ielp for money and d'lacoiiered that it 
was empty. An examination of Lis |>ocket3 prodiioeii only a 
few coins, 

" Bless me !" he exclaimed, " I have to go to Albany id half 
an honr, and have no money." 

Could madame lend bim ten dollars ? Madame could not. 
Would madamc oblige bim by stepping over and asking ber 
good mother to lend bim the amoinit? Madame was of opin- 
ion that her good mother woidd not lend Colonel Burr any 
more money. He was at bis wit's end. At length she said, 

**Biit, colonel, what are you going to do witli the filly dol- 
lar hill in that book yonder?" 

"01 I forgot," ho said; "I put it thero this morning on 
purpose. What a treasure you are to remind me of it !" 

The year 1829 saw Gene ralJackson President of the United 
States. He icaa not unmindful of his old friends of 180C. To 
Samuel Swartwout he gave the oollectorship of Now Tork. 
He could not do any thing openly for Colonel Burr, as bia 
early cotmcction with that terrible person had been one of tho 
strong points made agunst him duiing the canvass. But he 
did gi'ant him favors indirectly ; he gave commis-sions and 
minor appointments to several of Burr's friends and proteges, 
at Burr'a personal request. He also had a secret interview 
with Burr in New York when he made his first triumphal 
visit to the metropolis. At a Eater date, however, the general 
played his old confederate a eorry trick — as shall imw be 
briefly related. 

About the year 1828, an act of Congress was passed, pro- 
viding for the relief and remuneration of ceriaiu revolutionary 
soldiers. Besides having received no pay for his services in 
the Revolution, Colonel Burr had expended considerable surat 
in aid of the cause, and, in fact, through his connection witJi 
the army, had lost the greater part of his inheritance. His ao- 
oounts had never been settled. Old age was now upon him 
He bad a revolutionary pension of six hundred dollarR a year» 
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■nil two nnniiidc!), yicliliog about liflccn hunJrcd more ; but 
witli liis liiiliitA nitd (k-bts, tliis income vras instiflidciit, and he 
had a dri'a J of being a poor oM mun. lie tlicrcCme prepared 
a rtntcinent of liis expenditures during tlic Revolution, aod 
made n elaim, under the new act, for tlie sum, with interest, 
the amount being nearly one hundred thousand dollars. Be- 
fore proeeeilins, ho enbrnitlcd bis case to two or three of the 
first lawjei-s of Now York and New Jersey, who pronounced 
hia chiiiu just, and within tlie provisions of the net. To nial(Q 
■asurnuee donhly sure, he intrusted the business to n special 
agent, a gentleman who had studied law in his office, who 
spent gome nionllis In Washington urging the ula'im. From 
this gcniluman I obtained the story. 

The papers weru dtily presented to the Sooreiarj-, who soon 
rejected Iho ehiim on the ground that the applicant had not 
served to the end of the war, as the act required. Not dis- 
heartened, ho .isked time to show that, tliough he had re- 
signod bulbre the end of the war, yet he had done oervice, at 
Gencr.it Wiisliington's request, after his resignaiJon, and had 
served as long as there were actual hostilities in the States 
where his reginieni was stationed. His iltncsx, too, in conse- 
qnenco of liis exertions at Monmouth, had alone caused liis res- 
ignation. New evidence was obtained, to whieh llurr added 
a masterly argument, and the case was again hud before the 
department, "^es adjudicalur," was the promjit reply of a 
new Seurelnry. The agent sacGecded, however, in inducing 
the official to admit further argument, and the case reposed 
for awhile in the departmental pigeon-holes. 

Burr now brought liis peculiar tactics to bear. In answer 
to imjuiries, he learned that the Secretary had two daughters, 
one of whom was souglit in maniago by a young lawyer who 
held an appointment in one of the government oHice^ Retain 
him, wrotu liurr, and ofier him ten thousimd dollars to get 
the claim allowed. This was done. The case having cow a 
powerful friend at court, made evident progress in the Score- 
lary's good opinion, and, in all probability, the money would 
have been obtained, but for a most unlooked-for oocurrenoe. 
An the Socrctaiy entered the President's room at the White 



House, une morning, he was greeted hj Gcncrul Ja<Jcsoa irith 
Uie following observations: 

" Mr. ," roared tlic general, " I nndcrstand Uial Colonel 

Burr has an appHcntion bcl'ure your dcpaitment. Don't have 
any tiling to do nitli it, sir. Tliere's rascality in it, sir." 

Hotliing remained ibr llio Inckless agent but to pay liis 
hotel bill and go home. On bearing the issue of the business, 
Burr expressed no resentment vvlirttevcr against llic general, 
attributing his interference solely to the supposed necessities 
of his political posilion. Among those who did wlint tliey 
conld to promote Colonel Burr's just claim on this occasion, 
were members of tlie celebrated Biddio &niily of Pennsyl- 
vania, whoso early foituues he had taken great interest in ad- 

" Jackson,'' Colonel Burr would eay, "possesses all the 
attributes of a President fit to rule such a people. He ia a 
man of an iron will — a will of puro well-wrought iron — no 
base cast metal." 

"la he a scholar ?" some one asVed. 

" It is not necessary," replied Burr, " for the President of 
the Unlled States to be a scholar. Andrew Jackson does not 
rule by books ; ho is a man of sound sense, and rules by will." 

Jackson's famous oath, " By the Eternal," was a by-word in 
Burr's house long before it became famili.ir to the public Hn 
.ifterward changed it to "By General Jackson," a\iA so sworn 
many a time ; for, with all his good temper, he needed, and 
always had by him, a convenient e>;plotive or two. 

A clieeiTul, active, hiilo old man was Aaron Burr; nona 
more so ever lived on this crowded, busy island. Young men, 
spirited women, new books, new events, new inventions, pleas- 
ant excursions, and rare adventures, he enjoyed, and keenly 
enjoyed, down to tbe seventy.ninlhyearof his age. He loved 
an open, blazing lire, and all open, bright, pleasant things, and, 
in all companies, was the animating spirit. 

At tlic ago of seventy-eight, wo find liira writing as followi 
lo his partner from Albany : "Arrived this evening between 
rix ami seven o'clock, having heea fortj/^ve hours in the sla^s 
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without intermission, except to eat fi hearty meal. Stages in 
very bad order — roada pxcellent for wlieels to Peekskill, and 
thence very good sleighing to this city. The niglit wna on 
Gonilbrtablo ; the curmiiiii torn nnd flying all about, so that we 
had plenty of fresh air. Tlic tertu was closed lliis clay. Nel- 
son will hold the special court to-morrow morning — have seen 
both Wendell and O'Connor this evening — all ready— came 
neither fiitigiicd nor sleepy." 

A dipping from a New Yoi'k newspaper of some j'cars ago 
gives ns a glimpse of the polite old man, ns he looked to the 
targe eyes of an imaginative boy : 

" Just I'ound the corner {from Broadway) in Rcadc-street — 
we believe on ground now occupied by Stewart's — was the 
office, for many of the later ycira of his life teuinted by 
Aaron Burr. We, when a boy, remember seeing him thero, 
often. It was a dark, smoky, obscure sort of a double-room, 
typical of his foitimes. Burr had entirely lost caste for thirty 
years liclbre he died. And whatever may be said of his cliar- 
octer and conduct, wo think nothing can excuse tlio ci-aven 
meanness of the many, who, having fawned around tiim in the 
days of his elevation, deserted and reviled him in the after- 
time of misfortunes. Barr had roucli of the bad man in him 
(fuilh t we'd like to see the human mold that has not), but bo 
was dauntless, intellectual, and possessed the warm temper- 
ament of an ai'tisc. 

" Yes, wo remember well that diy, bent, brown-faced little 
old man, polite as Chesterfield himself, that used to sit by an 
ancient baize table, in the half-light of tho dust-covered room 
there — not often with work to do — indeed he generally 
Boemcd meditating. We can now understand it all, though 
he seemed a Strange personage then. What thoughts must 
have burned and whirled through that old man's biaiii — he, 
who came within a vote or two of seating liimsclfas a succes- 
sor of Washington 1 Even to our boyish judgment then, ho 
was invested with the dignity of a liistorio theme. He K^d 
all the air of a gentleman ol' the old school — was respectful, 
Ktf-possesscd, and bland, but never familiar- Ue had seen a 
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biindi-ed men, morally ns unscrupuloas as himscir, more Itiebf, 
for aonie reason or otlirr, tlian himself. He wns doten ; b« 
WHS old. lie awaited liis fiito wiUi S[)artan cnlmncss — know- 
ing that not a tear ^vould fall when lie should be put undisr the 
Bod." 

A littlo adventare which he had in one of these last years will 
•erve to show how completely he retained the youthful spring 
of his spirits and muscles to an ago when old men generally 
are willing pnsoners of the arm-chair and chimney-corner. lie 
was still living at Jei-sey City when Fanny Kemblc and liet 
father played their first engagement in New York. Thoy 
created, as many will remember, n *' sensation," and the news- 
papers teemed with articles laudatory of their acting. Burr, 
who took a lively interest in all that was passing, went to sea 
them perform in the play of the Hunchback, accompanied by 
a young gentleman, a student of law, to whom I am indebted 
for the Btoiy. At that period, the ferry-boats stopped run- 
ning soon after dark, and Bmr engaged some boatman to be 
in wiling at the dock to row them back to Jersey aller the 
play was over. 

The theater was densely crowded. It was whispered about 
that Aaron Burr was present, and he was soon the target of a 
thousand eagerly uurlous eyes ; but no one saluted the man 
who was " severed fiom the human race." He sat out the 
j>lay, admired the acting of Miss Kemble, remarking, among 
other things, that she "was a line animal." Meanwhile the 
weather had changed, and by the time they reached their 
boat, an exceedingly violent storm of wind and rain was 
raging, and it was very dark. The waves dashed against 
the wharf in a manner that was not at all inviting to the 
younger of the two adventurers, who advised Burr not to 
cross. 

" Wliy !" exclaimed the old gentleman, as he sprang lightly 
into the boat, " you are not afraid of a little salt water, are 
you? Tliia m.ikes an adventure of it. This is the fun of Uie 
thing. The adventure is the best of it all." 

His companion embarked, and they pushed oS". The waves 
broke over tfae boat, and drenched them both to the skin in tli« 
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6r8t five miniUes. On they went, against wind, wayeis and 
fide, and, after an hour's hard rowing, Barr all the while in 
hilarious spirits, they reached the shore. 

Such a tough, raeny, indomitable old man was Aaron Burr 
on the verge of fouracore t 
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Onb nioitiing, near the close of liis life, ns he lay upon his 
bed prostvatc with pacalysis, a lady said to him in a baatering 
way: 

" Colonel, I wonder, now, if yon over loere the gay Lothar 
no they say you iveie ?" 

The old man turned his eyes, the luster of which was un- 
diminished E(il), toward the iVicnd who made the remark, and 
lifting his trembling linger, said in his quiet, impressive whis- 
per, which still lingers in her ears, and which biought tears to 
her eyes, Incnty years after, as she repeated the words: 

"They say! Cfiei/sat/! they say! Ah, my child, how long 
are you goingtocontiiHielo use those dreadlhl words? Those 
two little words liave dono more harm than all others, Never 
use them, my dear. Keuer nse them !" 

Wondort'ul, past all imagining, are the slanderer's triumpha 
in this good gossip-loving world. Where is the D'Israeli who 
will glean from hiiitory and literature such a startling liook-fuU 
of the Curiosities and Tragedies of Calumny, as shall teach 
OS all never moie to believe ill of one another, except upon 
evidence which leaves no rational gronnd for doubt — a book 
that shall deal the death-blow to that fell destroyer of repata- 
tions, Tdky bat ? 

Almost as I write, this parapraph afloat just now in the 
newspapers, catches my eye : " Wilberforce relates that At 
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one lime ho foniid liimsplf clironii^lccl m * St. Wilberforce,' in 
tn op|)rtsing jounial, anil iho following given as 'an instanoa 
of (lis Pliaiiiiikism:' 'lie wns Intcly stun,' says tlio joiii-nal, 
* n-nlking up nnd down in the Bntli Pump Room, rending Itia 
prayers, like liispredi-ccssoi-sof old, who pi-nyed iu tlie corners 
of the street!!, to be seen of mon.' 'As ihere is generally,' saya 
Mr. Wilbcrfurcc, 'sonio slight circii instance which perversa 
uess tiirna into a charge of repronoli, I Legan to I'eticet, and 
soon tiiimd thu nccnsioii of the ualiimny. lb wan this — I wai 
walking in the Pump Room, in conversation with a friend — a 
passag'e was quoted from Horace, the accuracy of which wai 
qaestioned, nnd as I had a Horace in my pocket, I took it out 
and read llie words. Tliia was the plain ' bit of wire' whitsb 
iaetious malignity sharpened into a pin to pierce ray reputa- 
tion." How many n<:ly pins have been mauulacturcd out of 
even smaller bits of wire tlinn even that ?" 

Ay, indeed ! nnd not " pins" merely, but darts, barbed and 
poisoned, that torture, i-ankle, and kill I 

Here, perhaps, as conveniently as anywhere, may bo said 
the little that vniat bo anid respcetiugthe,<;allaTilriesof Colone. 
Burr; a subject difficult to treat aright, impoi»ib!e to avoid. 
Notorious iu ]m lite-time for his amours, and made doubly in- 
Ikmous thice his de.ith by the statements of a biographer, 
Aaron Burr is now universally regarded as the greatest moti- 
■ter of licentiousness that ever lived iu the United States, It 
is no wonder that he is so regarded. On a subject so inter- 
esting to the im.-igination as illieil love, people always exag- 
gerate. And wi'ilers seem to think that the )H)pulai- way of 
treating it is to overstate a brother's delinqueneica, and shed 
torrents of viitunus indignation over them. That is not th« 
coarse which is going to bo pursued on the present occasion. 
As I have ascertained the truth respecting this matter, and all 
the truth, the truth shall be told, and told with the additiou 
of every palliating circumstance that fiilrly belongs to it. The 
task of throwing stones at the sinner shbll be left to those who 
fe«l themselves to be without sin. 

First, sliall be stated what i» fco< f^o respecting Burr's r» 
lations with women. Secondly, irliai U trae. 



Mr. Matthew L. Dnvis, to tvliom Colonel Ritri' left lliri 
pnpei*s and (;orrca|K)ndcnce, and tlio caro of liU Inmc, pivlHocfl 
liis work with a statement lliat lias, for twenty yviws, closed 
the cars of his countrymen against every word iliat may have 
been littered in liuiv's prniso or vindication. The materia.' 
part of tlmt statement U the following pns6.np;e : " Among the 
papci-a Icll in my possession by the lato Coloml Uitrr, there was 
li mass of letters and copies of letters written or i-c<itived by 
him, from time to time, dnring a long life, iiidieaiing no very 
striet morality in some of liis fHmalu corroHpundL'nlx, These 
letters contained matter that would have woimded tlic feelings 
of familicii more extensively than could be iniaghied. Their 
publication would have had a most injurious tenik'iii-y, and cre- 
at4id heait-bui-nings that nothing but timo cuuht have cured. 
As Koon as tlioy came under my control I nienlioned llic subject 
to Colonel Bnrr j but lie proljlbitod the deMtiiictimi of any part 
of them during his life-time, I sepai-nlcd them, however, from 
other lcttci-3 in my possesion, and placed ihcni in a situation 
that madu tlioir publication next to impossible, wlintever might 
have been my own fale. As soon as Colonel Jliin's ileceasfl 
was known, with my own hands I committed to the fire all 
auch contspondcncc, and not a vestige of it now remains," 

Tlio impression lett upon a reader's mind is, that Aaron 
Burr was indifferent to the fate of such lettci-s; a eircimistanoa 
wliich would Buflice to damn to ctei'nal infamy ihe memory of 
any man. But, fortunately, the means exist of proving tliat 
Burr expressly provided for their dcstnictiun, and laid upon 
Mr, Davis a solemn injunction to that effect t 

Twice in his life, Aaron Burr, in view of threatened or of 
appraaehirig death, made his will. By the first will, dated on 
tlio eve of the duel with Hamilton, he consigned his papers to 
hta daughter's care, and, in his farewell letter to her, gavu her 
a special charge conuerning them. He told her to '* bum all 
flucli ns, if by accident made public, would injure any person. 
This," lio adds, " is more particularlt/ applicable to the letters 
of my female correspondeiite." In 1834, when he was seventy- 
nine years of age, he made another will, in wliieh lie left hit 
papers to Matthew L. Davis, to be used according to hia dis 



^vetion. To tiiia will, a few montlig bcrorc hia dentil, he added 
a codicil whicb contains tlic following iroi-da: "I lirei^t that 
all my privntc pnpeis, except Inw pnpcis nppci'tniniii<r to euitl 
now ilctonding, be delivered to my IVienil Muttliew L. Davig, 
Esq., to be disposed of at his dlsorelion, DiitECTiNa him, ntver 
thekss, to <7estroi/. or to deliver to parties inlereited, all such 
as may, in hta estimation, be calculated to affect wjuriously 
the feelings «f iudwidiuiU against whom I ha'ie no com- 
plaint.''^ Of this will Ml-. Dftiis una an espciitor. How he 
conld have brought himsulf to omit nil menliun of the injuno- 
lions jiiRt quoted, and to assiimo to himself alone the virtue oi 
destroying the papers, lit Horoclliing inexplicable. 

His statement is objectionable, too, from its indefiniteness. 
He speaks of " a mass of k-ttei-s and copies of letters," On 
a subject like tiiis, to be vague is to exaggerate. How easy 
to have given the dimensions of the " mass" or the number of 
the lettei-s. Every one knows how soon an ordinary corre- 
Bpondonce, if all llio letters are preserved, jjiesents an impoa- 
ing " mass" of spoiled writing pjiper. And it is to bo fiulliCT 
observed, that a man may liavo a very warm coricspondeDoe 
with a lady, may make and receive protestations of attach- 
ment, without incurring or intending guilt. Granting that 
this " mass" of letters was of mountainous butlc, it is still no 
proof of a cori-espondiiig criminality, 

"Not a vestige of it now remains," adds Mr. Davis, ex- 
plicitly and positively. That thU, too, is au error, I am in a 
position to prove. After the work of Mr, Davis had been 
pnblished for some time, be not only had a packet of these 
letters in his pos.scssioii, but lent thein to an acquaintance to 
read. The acquaintance referred to is a gentleman eminent 
:n character and iu station, and one whoso word it would be 
insulting the community which honors him to doubt. He has 
himself assured mc of the facta. Mr. Davia tolu him he had 
found this packet after the nolemn burning related in his pref- 
ace, and, tossing it upon Iim friend's desk, gavu him permis 
rion to read the letters. His friend did read u few of them. 
Some of the letters were evidently the production cf illitor- 
n ; but some, written in the French language, wore 



extremely elegant, both in composition and in aeiitiTncnU 
Notliing pnrticiibr is rccolleutcl of tlii-ir contents, except 
tint lUcy appealed to be letters of sallanUy — as ivell ihoy 
might seem to one who carelessly looked ovt-r iliem wiili a pre- 
vious impreeaion that they were audi. Other evidence Uiat 
the lettci-s ^fcvc not nil destroyed ap|K)i'tiine1y rciidies me. 
In Harper's Mngnzino for July, 1851, ihc Ibllowing story de- 
rived from the reuolleutions of the late lliin. Jolm IJariiey, of 
Maryland, is repeated. Besides Bhowing ihnt ihc letters 
(one of them at least) irerc retained and rf«e</, it sliows the 
cruel injury which Mr, Davis's preface has done to Col. Barr*B 
memory : 

" There never," begins the story in Harper, " was a "reater 
villain than Aarau Burr — never! What ts written of him — 
what hns become history and world talk — h noiliing to the 
UD wi-itten, nntold deeds of darkness thai he was ever perpetrat- 
ing. His whole Hie was intrigue. Woman was his spoil. Ha 
lived bei<)i-o the woild as an aspirant for power : in socixl life 
he lived to triumph over tlic weakness of the eox. His treach- 
ery, his infamous exposure of confidential letters addressed to 
htm by ladies of r.ink and fashion, his utter heartlesnness are 
now well known ; but the chapters of his love nffnii-s, if pub- 
lished, will make the most e.\traordinnry revelations that have 
ever yet appeared in connection with the name of this remark- 
able roan. 

" The late honest, but poor Matthew L. Davis, his execator, 
received from him, while living, trunks full of fuminino cor^ 
respondence, by wliitli Burr sought to make Davls'a fortnne^ 
but which were generously returned, without fee or reward, 
to the gi-alcful recipients. 

"Lobbying — now an anomaly — was then in full force. 
Several important bills had passed the Nciv York LegisI^ 
ture, and some were so uncharitable as to intimate thai im- 
proper influences had been resorted to. Davis was accused of 
being engaged in bringing about a successful lesiilt. 

"A lady of rank and fashion condcKcended — and ladiea 
rarely condescend to roingle in any thing out of their appri^ 
priate sphere, the limits of the domeslio cirde — to aay hard 
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things ofUavia; slie Mcnt so far as to intimato elio could 
calmly look on and sco l.'mi liiing. Dnvis went to her door, 
rang tlio bell, sent »[> liia nnmc, and was promptly answered 
ibo was not, and never wonkl bo at homo to Mr. Davis. 

"'Pj-ay ask her if bIio has heard from her husband at W 
■gara?' 

"lie was forthwith invited np stairs. The lady entered in 
trepidation and alaim. 

"' ' Has any calamity happened to niy beloved husband ?* 
said nlie. 

" ' This will explain all,* said Davis, handing hor a letter in 
her owt) chirography, addressed to Colond Aaron Bnrr. 

" * Good heavens, sir !' said she ; ' for what pui'])ose is this 
tetter destined to remain in your ])OSseSHion ?' 

" ' Madam, lo be dL>pDsed of by yoii, at your own disnre- 
tion,' was the reply, 

" ' Sly kind friend,' exclaimed she, ' how can I ever repay 
snch an net of unparalleled magnanimity? I, who hava 
spoken so unkindly, bo nnjuslly, of so noble a friend !' 

" ' Ever afterward,' said D.ivis, ' she almost brake her neck 
in extending her head out of the carriage window ;o greet 
me lu she passed.' " 

Tlio lady had reason to be .ilnrmed, though her letter might 
have boon innocent, for, owing to ealumuies and exaggera- 
tions, circiihiting uncontradicted for half a century, Uurr*i 
reputation at length was such as to east it sh-tde of suspicion 
OTcr every woman who had evrr been neqnaiitted wllli himl 

Further. Burr's surviving friendu, connections, and near &o- 
qnnintanees, however they may illlTer iu minor particulars, tU 
agree iu asserting these two things: tiral, that Burr net/er 
oompromisod a woman's name, nor s|>oke lighilyof a woniati'a 
virtue, nor boasted of, nor mentioned any favors he may hava 
received from a woman ; secondly, that of nil the men they 
oavo ever kriowrt, he w.is the man least cajiable of such imiit 
temblc meanness I No ]iarticidar8 of any affair of grdlantry 
m which he may have been engaged could ever be extraoted 
&om him. ![<-■ never talked of them. 

"Tell me, colonel," kuJ a young fiicnd to hira a yearoi 
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two before his deaili, " tell mo some of your pr«tt)' love a^ 
renltiifn,'- 

A smile stolu nvcr liis fncc (for llic old man had a Etranga 
liking to bo nnciiacd ofsudi Lbiiigs) as lie said, sliiikin^ liis old 
brnd: 

" No, no ; I never kiss and tell.'* 

Tliis nas liis way, wlicn asked such qncstiona. 

Aiioilit'i" liulc Ktcnc lias been reported to me to iMiistratfl 
Tiis maiiiioi- on »ueh occnaionB, lie was lying on n condi, A 
friend wlio \\a» arranging liis table said to Iiim snddunly. 

" All 1 colonel, what is this ? Here is a love-loek." 

He looked al it, smiled and nodded, took it into hU hands 
end amoDtlied it with his fingers, but said nothing. 

" Whose li.iir is that, colonel ?" asked tho friend. 

Still fondling it with his fingci's lie said, smiling, as though 
bis rceolleetions of the head from which ho may have cnt it, 
were very pleasant. 

" It is very pretty hnir." 

" I see it is,'' said the curious lady, " but whose hair is it ?" 

*' It is a lady's hair," he replied. 

" I pei-ceivo thnt," said she, with hiimorons pertinacity, " but 
[ w.int to know w/ioae hair it is." 

" Undoubtedly," said he, with some gravity. 

" Uiit, eoloncl," she continued, "I have really a strong lie- 
'rire to know whose liair that was." 

" I sec you liave," was all the reply sho conld extract from 
him. 

She still persisting, he at length made a reply in snoh atono 
and mnnniii- as to preclude all continu.inco of tho conversation, 
t)ion<>;lt lie s|joke with the utmost gpntleness. 

"M:idanie," said ho, " it was a lady who was once under 
my pi-oteution ; and a woman who has ever been in these arms 
IS sacred to me forever." 

Aud yet further. Before Mr. Davis received any of Burr's 
letters or papei-si, tlipy were carefully examined by two per- 
sons, one of them a male relative of Colonel Burr's, and tht 
otlii'i' a lady who bad an espcuial and honorable motive for ex- 
Imining every one of them — particularly those addressed to 
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ud received fi-om women. One ol* tlicse persons nliil live* 
her iiositivc and circumstantial losiimony, ailil&i to ihnt ftl- 
rendy giv<!n, enables me to nsscit, wli.it I now do assort, ihak 
Mr, Diivis was nttorly mistaken as to lloi dni-uoter of llie letters 
to wliicti lie nlliideB. M» receieetltio Utters necesaarily crlith 
inatinff ladies/ Thcio are pctsons to whom every ad of 
gallant attention looks like an invitation to love. They <um 
not conceive of affection between the sexes free from passion. 
They know very well wh.it turn f/iey would give to Riich nt> 
taclimenbi, it' they possessed llm power to cliarni and win lh« 
&ir, and it is but n.itural they should mi:jiiiteipret the gallanW 
ries of others. One of the very reasons given by Mr. D.avi* 
why he was the man to be intrusted with delicate correspond- 
ence was, that his own lile being noloiionsly incorrect, ha 
could not judge hai-ahly anathcr's sin». And in the act of 
making this avowal, he committed, in the most flagrant math 
ner, the very offense with which his preface charges Colonel 
Burr. These are Ihcts. It ecems fit that they ohouid be stated. 

As illustrating Burr's manner toward women, I will here 
insert a single letter taken from the '^ mass" of ha pnpei-s, b«i 
fore they fell under the scrnliny of Mr. Davis. I am aRsured 
that it is a fair specimen. Written in his seventy-fourth year, 
in the neatest, daintiest hand, as legible .is print, without a 
blur or erasure, and couched in the l.ingnago of elegant corar 
pliment which gentlemen used in that day whenever they 
addressed ladies, it is a perfect thing of its kind. It was ^(t 
dressed to a young lady, and explains itself: 

**! have this day heni-d with concern and astonishment that 
a trifling note, written some days ago, has been the cause of 
very seiioua di.tpleasure — it was hastily written, never opiod, 
perhaps not even perused, and the particular terms of it are 
not recollected. If, however, it oonluns any other sentiment* 
than those of respect and attachment, they are foruign to mj 
heart., 

" 'riiat great affection which I bore your father had been 
transferred to his child — to you I fear the gi'eatei' portion -r- 
yet I had known you only as a child — a child indeed of gre«l 
promise— and I waa impatient to see you as a wctaau. I did 
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•ee yon. The tone and cndcnce nfyonr voice, yourlnngna^ 
evtry movement, every oxiHcssion, denoted a superioiity 
whicli clmrmed mo. I wns oveijoycd to fiiiii my fVicnd bo 
fcithfuily represented in Iiis daughter, I wished to testify my 
ntisdiction, and liaving frcqiionlly called witlioat seeing you, 
the object of tlio note was to express ray admirntion, which ap- 
peared to me a tribute of simple justice, and to tender my 
services to escort you — to walk — to view the town, lis ini. 
provcmcnts and curiosities —in short, to pnt myself at your 
orders. It wns done openly — this alone elionld liavo cxoner* 
ated mc from the suspicion of improper views. It was pro- 
■umed that it would, and intended that it should, bo read by 
the fumily, and I amused myself with imngiiting how muab 
they would be pleased to see tlint, in tlio midst of so many 
rexatious and distressing cii-ctimstances, I conld fur a moment 
usiiinc ihe air of playfulness and gayety. I had faniiied, too, 
that you might be the suliject of some little raillery, as having 
excited this spark of momentary aninLition. 

"It is highly probable that this note may have been writ- 
ten ill a stylo of fumilinrily not warj-anted, I acknowledge, by 
any personal acquaintance, but pei-mittcd, I thonght, or rather 
felt, fur I thought not, by my friendship with your father. 
But this, perhaps, was an error, for you could have no sym- 
pathy with that sentiment, nor knowledge of it, but by cold 
tradition. Yet, if you can call to mind how you have over 
felt in meeting the child of a very dear departed friend, you 
vill cease to censure my presumption. 

"But whatever may have hecu the levity of the note, I may 
a. least claim) the privilege of age. At my time of life, one 
may trille, if not with impunity, certainly without exciting 
alarm, and it would imply, in me, a profound ignorance of the 
world to mistake you for an object of gallantry, and a most 
ridiculous vanity to presume that I could be a fit pretender 
lo favor. 

" A nolo written with impressions so barmles.i, and, if my 
opinion had been of any value, I would have said, so flattering 
must have been construed with more than monastic ngor to 
ttave received so unkind a sentence. I hope and believe that 
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at some fnliiro pciioH you will rccolloct it vriili loss sovcrity, and 
thai yiiii will tlieri nukiiowlvil^e ivhlioiit n blush niid without 
a li'OH'ii, ilio ]iiirity niul Ihc dtjicaoyul' that attachiuunt which 
yon now so hai-shly a-pyl. 

" P. S. — Ilaviiiy; luiiU ihis, I am not saiisfiod with it, nor do 
I know how bcllcr to npologise — but I nm r.nhnppy under 
your ili^pk'nsiiip. If you be not altogolhcr incxor.iblo, I 
woiOd ruk, m nn c.-vi<iciiuB of your forgiveness, a suncnder of 
tbcoffunsiv'c note." 

The k-ller [irodiici^d ila designed effect. Tiie lady, in spite 
of the lemoiistraiiees of tiiose who Biirraiinded lier, would 
know her ftilhi'i-'K friettd. She liven to declare tlint from Col- 
onel BiMT she received only the most diJieatu attentions and 
friendly offices. Having imbibed liin idoaa of the value of 
publiu opiuiun, being now, an honored wife and mother, and 
these events being known to nono living beyond her own 
drote, slio \ms no motive fur conecalnieni, and is incapable of 
uiisre|>reseiitation. 

Among the letters which Mr, Davis received, there were 
enough to nil It volume wliicli proved Burr's boundless gener- 
OBty to women. There is at this moment, in this uity, a 
flourishing seminary, whiuh lias grown out of a sm.ill scjiool 
whieh was started for two yoinig ladies by liini. Ho was so 
Arnitened at the time that, to procure the money necessary 
for the pnrohasu of tlio desks and ehnirs, ho was obliged to 
pawn Ilia watch .ind sofa. The recipients of lils bounty not 
unfrequcntly cherished an ardent attadimcnt Ibr his person, 
which tliey expressed in glowing lettei-s, Soon after ho re- 
sumed from Euro|>e, a lady who had known and loved him in 
better days, wrote him a limg history of her fortnucs during 
his absence. I will give the conchtdon of this letter merely 
to show the manner in which a virtuous woman could write 
to htm. She had been Bolioiting his aid for a relative, and 
(bus proceeds ; 

" When I consider the miscreants that your goodness has 
rained, your bounty fed, I tfiink it impossible that tlio power, 
which I am sure you would so ^oytnlly exert, should be with- 
heltl of riufeing to distinction one 90 deserving. Thosn do* 
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tigfiiriil lioiirs of 90 III -fi? It intorconrso miglit then ngain rotnra 
wlicn, uiihending from the severe duties of society, I was lh« 
■oft green of tiio KOiil on uliieh yoii loveil to repose ; mid i^ 
by eiijoyintr, I can irn|)art liappincas ho cjcqnisite, my lienri, 
niy disposition, my feeling my nHtictionx are still the same [ 
gloiring with tlic same warintb, animated witli tlte Mine ar- 
dor. 

"Had t been titc wife of & princo or a bingi I should h.ivfl 
flown to you as soon aa your anival was announced, hongrfi 
malgrc the royal permission. But you will readily conceive 
how much I nm tlio noul of this establishment. So much so 
am I, that thoii<;h the city lays before me as if it was painted 
on a mnp, I am often sevei'al months without going to it, and 
am very seldom absent an hour. In August I shall give a 
shoit vacation, and will fly anywhere to meet yon, though 
even for a inomcnl, 

"You must expect, my dear friend, to see me somewhat 
changetl. Not tlie morale — that is unalterable; but the /^ty- 
tiqiie has acquired a great accession of embonpoint, whicli, 
owing to my height, distributes itself pretty well, so that the 
proportions are not lost, but the scale considerably enlarged. 
But this, at the first interview, you will not perceive, nor any 
thing but a devoted creature irradiated with joy. O, I know 
this hour would come. During your absence it A'as strongly 
impressed on my mind. In my di'cains I have bcheid yon 
ooking l>cnignantly at me ; and something whispered to my 
Heart that at length the hour, with fuelint; fraught, would be 
given me ; that again in your presence I should foul that un- 
mixed ddight whioh from you only I have received — the 
happiness attending the most pure, most ardent, roost exalted 
fiiendship." 

When such letters as these fall into the bands of a oei'taiv 
description of men, they receive but one interpretation. 

Other p!is!«iges of Mr. Davis's work require brief exnmina 
tion. '• Major Burr," ho says, " while yet in college, had ao 
quired a reputation for gallantry. On this point he waa ex- 
cessively vain, and regardless of all those ties which ought to 
control on honorable mind. In his intercourse with fetoolei 
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be vrm an nnininciplcJ flntterer, ever prepared to t.ilce advsD 
lago of their weakness, tlioir creiliility, or Ihoir confidcnoo. 
She llini cnnlidud in liini was lost." And ngaiu : " It U Inily 
sar]nisiii!:r liow any individual could Iiavo become so eminent 
aa a solditT, n9 a BtnteHman, and as a proressional man, who 
devoted so much of liis titne to llic otlier eex as wns devoted 
by Colonel Bmr. For more tlian balfn centnry of Jiis life they 
seemed to nb'^orb Ilia whole thonghts. His inlrizncs were 
wiilioul numlwr. Ilia conJnct most licentious. Tlio sacred 
bonds of friendsliip wore nnhesitaliiigly violated when they 
operitted us barriers to tlic in<liilgenec of liis passions." " In 
this paniciilar. Burr appears to hnvo bt.'Cii nnfueling and 
heartless. And yet, by a fascjnating imwct, almost (leouliar 
to liimsuir, lie so managed as to retnin the affvction, in some 
instances, tlio devotion, of liis deluded victims. In every 
other rcspL'ct, he was kiud and ehavilnblc. Xo lunn would go 
further to alloviato tho sufferings of another. No man was 
more benevolent. No mail would make gicater sacrifices to 
promote tlic interest or the happiness of a friend." 

One needs to be very slightly acquainted with tlie habits of 
Aaron Burr to know that the above must be, at least, a pro- 
digious exaggeration. Not a line of this volume would ever 
have been tviitteii if I had not been perfectly convinced that 
il is nuiuh more than an cxnggcmlion. Aaron Burr was the 
iutiesl man, perhaps, that ever lived. No lawyer ever pro- 
pared his cases with more untiring assiduity, and few lawyera 
have had more cases to preiKire, Ho was n man who, no mat- 
ter what assistance ho had, xaw to every thing liimseltl His 
affairs were always taige and compliuatod ; find his devotioa 
to them was tho wonder of his friends. That snch a man, so 
occupied, should have even aeetned to dcvoto Ids whole mind, 
for tidy years, to the pursuit of the fair sex, is incredible ; and 
the more so as tho scene of his exploits was here in the TXuited 
States, whero women, as well from principle as from possessing 
the intelligence to ca'culato the consequences of violating it, 
*ra Hie raost virtuoiia in the world. It is agreed among Burr's 
surviving friends and relatives, most of whom knew biin bet- 
ter than Mr. Davis, that the passages quoted above convey 



ideas ludicronaly at variance with thu tnitli, Tlint lie was, M 
all periods of liis life, what wo now call n moral man, no ono 
ttsserto. But that he wan any thing like the nil-con siiiaing, 
the continiioii!>, the insatiable dustroycr, which ho hna been 
represented, all unite in dGolaniig, is mniiiffKlly and certainly 
nntnic. Not lens exaggerated wore John Adams's slatumoota 
respecting Alexander Hamilton, when ho speaks of his " pros- 
titutions of power for tlic pin'posea of sen3ii:il graliliuition ;" of 
his " dcba It cileries in New York and Phihuklpliia;" of "Ilia 
Budaciotis and nnblnsliing attempts upon holies of tlie highest 
rank and pniost virtnc;" of "the itidigimlimi with which lie 
lias been spintied;" and of 'Hhe inqiiieliidu he has given to 
the Rvsl fiimilies," John Adums, an lionL-st man, lived in in* 
tiniacy with Hamilton for Boicial yoars; yet few find il diffi- 
cult to beliL-vo llie above assertions to be mousLi'oiis exagger- 
ations. 

In those days, wc ahonhl remember, gallantry was a pr«o- 
tice expected of a Man of the World. There w.is going on 
everywhere in Christendom a breaking away from liii* severe 
creeds and sliiet morality of the ancient church ; onu of the 
surest, and one of tiio first results of which was, and is, li- 
cense with regaid to women. The young man delivered from 
the rCBtniints of his youth, and from the latent, nlivajs opor- 
ating tcrroi's of religion, eagerly hastened to gratify ii long ao- 
cnmuhited curiosity, and to give proof of liis omnnci)>ation. 
With tlio zeal of n new convert, and the keen apjielilH of 
young desire, he pursued forbidden pleasure, ami l>oasted of 
more triumphs than ho won. Mr. Lewes, in Ids Lifu of 
Goethe, writing of this period, says: 

"Those were the days of gallautry ; the days of 

" < PuO^ palats, and potcbca, powdora, liillot-doaz.' 

'*Tio laxity of tiio Gorman morals difierod only from tl» 
more nudncions licentiousness of France iu having sentiment- 
alism in lieu of gayety and luxuiiousness for its basis. The 
heart of a French marquise was lost over a supper labl« 
sparkling with champaigne and ban moU ; the heart of i 
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Oerninii Gr&fin yielded more readily to moonligitt melancholy 
nnd n copy of versc». Wit ami audacity ivei-o llio batterioa 
for a Fiencli woman; llic German was slormud willi sonnctH 
and a threat of suicide. For the one, Lntli.irio needed 
Bprifjiitliness and Aon Ion; for tlio otiier, turbulent disgust 
lit ull BOL-ial nrrangemenls, expressed in interjcclional rhet- 
oric, and a deportment ontrngeous to all conventions. It is 
needless to add that marriiige was, to a great extent, what 
Sopliio Arnatild, with terrible wit, called ' tho sacrament of 
adultery;' and that on tlic subject of tho bcxcs, the whole 
lone of feeling was low. Poor, simple, earnest Schiller, wliom 
DO otm will accuse of laxity, admired tlio lAaaont Dangereuset, 
Biid saw no reason why women should not read it; although, 
to our ngc, the infamy of that book is so great as to stamp a 
brand upon the society whicli jiroduued and applauded it. 
Yet even Schiller, wlio admired tins book, was astoimdedat 
tho condition of womtn at Weiraar. 'There U hardly one of 
them,' he writes to Konier, ' who has not had a liason. They 
arc all coquettes. One may very easily fall into an " iiffair of 
the li^art," ihongh it will not l"at any lime.' It was tliouglit, 
nppaiently, that since Kios had wings, ho must use them and 
ay." 

A state of things like this, it need not be said, has had no 
parallel in the United States, The biilliant skepticism of that 
age not only made no great progress among the people, but 
never pervaded tho society of tlio country so far as to givo 
the ruling tone to it. The society of America has boon moral 
from the beginning. It is noverthulcss true that among the 
wits, tho more spirited young men of tho colleges, the fine 
gentlemen who had traveled in Europe, the men of books and 
rzperiments, the more decided revolutionists and republicans, 
it was the tiuihion to adniiro Voltaire, nnd to avow tho narrow 
skepticism of Paine. Tho young scholar-sohliors of the Itevo- 
luiton generally imbibed it ; and, demoralised by .a camp life, 
as eanii>-life then was, many of them became licentious in 
conduct. But even in this extreme liberal party, there waa 
never more than an approach, Aa{/ affected, lialf real, to tho 
jnmorality of continental Europe. Gallantry was, indeed. 
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mnch ii) vogue witb nil parties. But morality was, also, th« 
rule in nil. 

Anron Itiirr, then, was a man of gallantry. lie was not a 
dcbauulice; not a forniptcr of virgin innoconuG ; not a diy 
spoiler of hon(>st Iiou«cIkiI<Ih ; not a beti-aycr of tender confi- 
denco^. He was a man of gallantry. It is beyond qncslion 
that, in tlio conrae of his long lift;, lie bad many intrigues tvith 
women, «of>ie of nbich (not many, thci'c is good lenson to 
believf) ivero carried to tlic point of crinimalily. Tlie grosser 
forms of licentionsness lie uttuily abhorred ; snob as the se- 
duction of innoctfnce, the Itecpingof mistresses, the wallowing 
in the worse limn beastlinesa of prostitution. Not cveiy wo. 
man conld otti-act bim. He was the most deli(%tte and fitstid- 
ions of men. A woman of wit, vivacity, and grauc, whcllier 
beautiful or not, wiiether an inhabitant of a mansion or n cot* 
lage, was the creature who alone, and who always, could cap- 
tivate bim. He was, as it woi'c, a man of gallantry by nature. 
Every thing npporl;uuing to the sex was peculiarly interesting 
to bim. He doted on a neatly turned biUot-doux. He thought 
highly of the minds of women ; ho prized their writings. The 
rational part of the opinions now advocated by tlic Woman's 
Rights Conventions, were bis opinions filly ycai-a bcfoic those 
Conventions began thoir useful and needtfd work. His beau- 
tiful picture of Mury Wolstoncrofl* (by Opie) he preserved 
through all the vicissitudes of bis life, and gavo it uway un bis 
death-bed to his last and best friend, in whose possession it 
still remains. 

It was iuiposMble that he should have been addicted to gross 
sensual iitdnlgencies. A man who is gross in one appetite, is 
generally gro^ in all. A man who, like Bnrr, ia tempei-alc in 
coting and drinking to the degree of abstemiousness, may not 
be strictly chaste, but he can not be a debauchee. A man who 
retains to the age of seventy-nine the vigor of manhood and 
the liveliness of a boy, can not, at any period of his life, bav« 
Qgregiously violated the laws of his being. 

All accounts, written and verbal, agree in this, that be po» 
ressod an nneqnalcd power of charming the ladies of his day 
■ Author oC a Vindication of Uis Ri^li of WamuL 
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ITis manner truvard them sod, oourteoua, and n-inning, had 
mlao tlii: iicotilinrity of Htinmlating tlicm to display tlieir pow- 
ers and tlieii' i-haims to llio beat advantage. Witty n-omen 
n-orc nitttcst wljen talking to liiin, and tliey had n flatteiiiig 
cnnscioiiKiK'ss of the fact. Ue liad iho art of npproacliing a lady 
BO, llial, wliatovor gift or grace bIic most valued herself upon 
pos^CMving, ivaa called into agi'ccabtc uxercise; and slic full 
that she was shining. His handsome f^ico, too, his wonderfully 
brilliant black eyes, his cxtrcmi'ly cl(?gant figure, the carefu.' 
oorri'titiii'ss of liis costnme, the grncoliil lollincss of liis d* 
tncanoi', his absolute fclf-posscssion, liis vcpntalion for bravery 
■nd address, his uiioqna1e<l readiness in complimentary repar- 
tee — all, of conrac, contributud to rcndor liim incsisiible in 
tiic drtiwing-room — as tho drawing-room llieri was. 

And not ill tho drawing-room only, A Ibreign lady of di»- 
tinclioii, with whom he was very intimate, told me that she 
never saw siiuh an cxliihition of grncofiil motion and dolicatfl 
politeness in a man, as when, one evening in his oUice^ ho roast- 
ed some ctnms by his ofliuo tire, and presented them to her, one 
by one, on itic shell. Tliero was a cry of clams in tho street, 
snd llie lady having remarked that, as long as she had been in 
Ameilua, she had never tasted those national shell-tish, Burr 
eent ont for some, and, with the assistance of his offiee boy, 
roasted and served them with enchanting grace. The samo 
lady informs mo tliero wore two things Colonel Burr could do 
better than "any man in the world — flow out an obnoxious 
visitor, and hand a lady to her carriage, "I f>;el still," said 
she, "the soft touch of his littlo hand in mine, as he glided 
tcroBs the pavement." 

To his own vanity Burr owed much of his reputation for 
*novuinu3 Hccntionaticas, Men who have unusual power to 
please ladies, have usually tlie foible to be extremely proud of 
it, Byron was always boasting of his easy trinmplis. Pierre- 
pont Edwards, it is said, was so vain upon this point, that 
when unjustly charged with the parcn^^goof a child, ho could 
not find it in his heart to deny tho soft impeauhmcnt, and 
would pay tho sum demanded rather than lose the compliment- 
And BiuT; who was prone to invest his innoctiut acti&ns witb 
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mystery, often, I am fluiT, iuaiimed llie air of a man who hm 
a"littlu French girl" bcliind n book-cnse, whun there waa 
nothing but cobwubs llicrc. lie never would refuac to Kvoept 
the pnrciitnso of n uhlld. 

"Why dt you allow this woman to saddle yon with Iiet 
child, when you know you are not the fiitlier of it?" said s 
a friend to him, :\ Tl-w montlia before bis death. 

" Sir," he replied, " when a Indy does me the honor to namo 
mo the fiithcrof lier diild, I trust I shall alH'a3'sbu too gallaut 
to show myseir imgratefnl for tho fiivor 1" 

Tlmt very diild, of which it was pliysii-ally impossible lie 
should have been the futher, he claims in his will as his own 
and loaves it a legacy. At this day we can not understand, 
nor atluw for, Ruuh a folblo as this. But observe — neither 
Edwards nor Burr was ever known, in a siugle instnnco, to to 
vaunt thi'ir prowess as to eompromisL', in the slightest degree, 
the character of any woman. On Oi/U point my informants 
are explicit and unanimous. 

His lifu-long habit of adopting and educating children, 
also, tended to increase \m reputation for criminal gallantry. 
Seven persons in ten have no notion of the educational iintjiuit 
which yc.irns to develop a natural gift or n noble chanicter, 
"Why," naked the world, " does ho keep that girl at sdiool, 
or send tliiit boy to college?" "They are hia own children, 
of course," answers Scandal with smiling self-riglileouaness, 
nothing doubting. There was ft period in tlielatter part of 
his life when ho contributed to the support often women. In 
the most positive manner, by fonr individuals, each of whom 
stood nearer to Burr than Mr. Uavia ever did, and one of 
whom had peculiar means of knowing, I am assured, that 
not one of tiieso womcn^had ever borne to him the relation 
which the charitable worhl would infer from the liict of his 
giving them money. " If," said one of these gentlemen to me, 
*'Burr /ia<^hccn a man of gross appetite, he might easily have 
been the greatest debauchee that ever existed." 

Kevcrthelcss, in the mind of the moralist, Burr must stand 
oondcnincd. Because his erroi'S have been more overstated 
than tfiose of any other man, ho must not be exonei'ated from 
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the i^iiiU of Llioso iv)tich lie did commit. He waa gntlly to- 
ward ivoi7iL-ii — /le, who slioiild hnvo inaiiguralod the new 
morality, ilio iiioiality wliich 19 to conviiioo mnnkind that 
libcinliiy of ojiiuiur. is twt incomjiatiblo with ligaious, with 
idnnt virtue! 

How can wo deplore cn<»ii!;h llio licetiliousncss of that agol 
It put hack llic emaiicipntion of the human iiilcllout for a 
biindi'i-il ycnrs ! Superstition, tliis day, is living upon the vices 
of tlint Iiiillinnt, wicked period. How pnszled the wits and 
philnsnphci's of tliti Inst century used to be, U1.1t their opinions 
made 80 liulo wny with the average intellect of the people. 
As cloar an iho^sun in the lie.avcns seemed to tliom the truth 
of their ByRtem. They had on tbeir side .1 ninjority of the 
brightest spirits of the lime. Hnme, Gibbon, Fox, Kmnklln, 
Jefiei'son, were great men in their day ; ami ihoiigli dead they 
yet epcak with a voice potential. Yet the ideas of which 
these men were the antftgoniats still rule tho world. Doubt- 
less, it is because license in conduct has bo otlen accompanied 
libernliiy of tliought; because the steady virtue which pro- 
cures tranquillity of life and safe prosperity was chiefly to be 
found among those whom philosophers pUied as the " victims 
of superstition." Viituo is the power of this world. An long 
as the seivant-girl sliict at luaaa and confi'ssion is, as a general 
rule, a better servant and woman than one who is not, the 
Pope is sale on his throne. The opinions that triumph at last 
are those which proiluce noble characters, high morality, well- 
ordered lives, 

A fiiiv anectlotes illuslrativo of Burr's relations with womep 
may lind place here, .ind close the chapter. 

As nn instance of his readiness, the following has been re- 
lated. Soon nfler his return from Europe, he met in Broad- 
way a maiden lady somewhat advanced in life, whom he had 
not seen for many years. Ho was passing her nithout recog 
Dllion, when she s^ud, 

" Colonel, do yon not recollect .ne ?" 



"I do not, I 



adarn 



was hia reply. 



"I am SIit:9 K., sir," said she. 
'What!" he exclaimed, "Miss K. yetf" 



304 LIFE OF AARON BPUB. 

"Tcs, sir," replied the lady, a little offended, "MiiH E, 
ycV' 

Perceiving llie prior liu Ind committed, he gcntl)- took bof 
hand mid, siiid, in liia bland, cmplintic manner, " Wull, mad 
amc, tlicn I venture to assert that it is not tlio fault of (>iy 
wx!" 

Returning one day, in about the scvcntictli ye.ir of liis nge, 
from a p"offssionr>l visit to Orango ooimty. New York, lie re- 
lated, witli evident delight, nn ndventura whieh lie had liad 
during hia nbscnuo. I bavo the story from the lady to whom 
he told it Grst. 

It waa one of the " cold Fridays" of traditityi. when the in- 
cident occurred. So cold ivas it that few living creatures 
coiild long aujiport life exposed to the Unst. The snow lay 
deep on the ground ; the roads were im]icrfeotty broken ; lh« 
air was filled with parlioles of snow blown nboni by the wind. 
Colonel Burr had a ride of tivcnty milea before him that day, 
to attend a court whieli met on tho day following. He had m 
companion with him, hia pai'tncr in the law, a gentleman jbrty 
years hia junior, who, after trying in vain to pereuaiio him not 
to attempt the journey, refused, jjoint blank, to accompany 
him. Burr consulted his man, and tinding him tvilling to go, 
ordered round hia sleigh, they set oft' about the miiJdlc of 
the dny. As night drew on the loads became worse, and Hie 
cold increased to sndi a degree that to keep tho blood in mo- 
tion required laborious exertion. As the wind swept down 
from the mountniua, oven tho hoi'sc shrunk from dicing it, and 
gave signs of yielding to tho cold. For himself Burr had no 
fears; no weather coidd subduo liim; but hia driver began 
to occasion him constant nnxiot)', as the drow^nesa premoni- 
tory of the torpor that precedes freezing waa coming over 
him. Finding that tho drau'siness increased, ho resolved 8t 
last to stop at the next house they came to. They were now 
in a thinly- set tied country, which Burr had not seen since rev- 
olutionary times, when ho had been mucli in the neighborhood 
with his regiment. About niuo o'clock tlie light of a little 
jottage came in sight ; to tho door of which Burr's smnmoni 
l>rougbt an old lady, who proved to be its only inhabitant. 
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" Is tlitro liospitaHty here f" asked Burr ; " we are nearl; 
aead Willi ixiU." 

" Come in," was the old lady's prompt reply, " you are wel- 
ootne to the best I have." 

In a few ininuteB he had hii half-fiozen servant by the eidc 
of a blazing tire, and Ins Iiorse m the stable. While they were 
getting warm, the hostess prepared supper, to which, in diiB 
time,.they were invited. Restored then to the use of his fac- 
ulties, BmT looked about bim and observed that, though 
everything in the room was of an unpretending and iiier- 
pensive uhaiiicter, yet all wa'i clean and nicely arranged. Th« 
only oiTiamental object was a plaster bust standing upon a lit- 
tle sheIC He had easually noticed this on entering the room, 
and looking now to ascertain which of the national favorites it 
was whom the old lady had selected to adorn her abode, he 
was astonished to discover that it was a bust of himselfl 
Twenty years before, this would ha\e been no unusual circum- 
Btonce; bnt rare indeed was it then for him to be thus re- 
minded of his former condition. More to amuse his servant 
than for any other reason, be said, as the old lady was putting 
away her dishes : 

" What 1 have you got that vile traitor here?" 

The woman paused in her work as he uttered these words. 
Her manner changed in a raomenl. Putting down some 
plates which she bad in ber hand, she walked slowly up to the 
lire where be was sitting, and standing before him, said with 
intense emphasis : 

" Sir, I have taken you in, to-night, and have done the best 
I oould lor you : but if you say another word against Aaron 
Burr, I'll put you And your man out whei'e you came from 
quicker than yon came in," 

Ho apologized, and, afler a time, succeeded in regaining 
her good will. He did not tell ber who be was, nor oould he 
roooUeot her. He supposed that he must have known her in 
early life, when, as the youngest colonel in the army, and the 
protector of that county, he must have been a biilliant Sgare 
in the imagination of a country girl. 

Ten years later, on one of the last journeys he ever made, 
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he foand himself in the neighborhood of Fort Lee, on tho 
Hudson, a few milea above New York. Before the door of i 
&rni-hoii»c, lie saw a very old woman tEDitting, and smoking 
a pipe, whom he thought he recognized as one of his rerolo- 
tionary acqnaintancex. Reoollecting tlie incident just related, 
he entered into conversation with her. 

" Did yon know," said he, " one Major Burr, or Aaron Bnrr, 
in iJie revolutionary war, berealwuts ?" 

" What !" said tlie old woman, "the Aaron Burr that after- 
wanl became such a gieat man ? and a bad man, too, tUey 
"wy : tried to overturn the goverament, ihey tell me," 

" Yes," replied Burr, " that's the man I mean." 

" O, yes," said she, with a brightening fiice, " I remember 
him leelt f" 

" Do yon think you should know him again ?" Burr asked. 

" It's a long time ago," she replied, musing ; and thon, aa a 
smile bi'oke over her face, site added, " but I think I ahonid 
know his black eyes." 

" Well," said he, " I am the very person." 

She looked at him intently. " You are Major Burr f" ahft 
exclaimed. 

"I am, indeed," he said. 

She saw that it was indeed the Major Burr of her youth 
who stood before her ; changed as he was, his black eyes were 
as bright as they were then. She dropped her knitting and 
her pipe, rose to her feet, threw her arms around his neck, 
and hagged him long and close. She had not seen him for 
sixty years, but through all that long period she had cherished 
the recollection of his valor, courtesy, and tenderness. They 
eat down, xido by side, these two relics of a former age, and 
talked of the olden lime. She had much to tell him of the 
history of his former friends. She showed him some of the 
great grand -children of people he had known in the bloom of 
their youth. 

The gentleman from whom I derived this anecdote, addi 
that, about the same time, lie witnessed another remark 
able meeting between Burr and ante* revolutionary friendft 
One of the firat aot« of hospitality Burr ever perfoi-med was 
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the entertfilning of the late Mnjor and Mra. Popham at bii 
house in Albany. They were, indeed, married at hJa houae, 
and received from him important Eervioes. They were among 
those who never tamed their backs upon him in the day of 
his misfortunes, thongh some years had now elapsed since they 
had seen liim. Returning to New York from White Plains, 
in one of the late years of his life. Colonel Bnrr visited his 
old friends at their country seat. "The meeting between 
Mrs, Popham and Burr," says my informant, " was refined and 
touching in the extreme, and their whole intercourse was 
marked by the high-bred courtesy of the revolutionary period. 
Ho bad man conid ever excite tho feeling he did ia the minds 
of Rucb womea, much less retain their friendship for half a 
century." 

A lady said to Bnrr one day in his office, 

" Come, colonel, no more mystery ; tell me now what yoa 
really meant to do in Mexico," 

He was not to be caught. " Oh," said he, in his light, 
pleasant manner, " I'd have made it a heaven for women ; and 
if you had then been alone, you should have been there to 
enjoy it." 

He had a great abhorrence of criminal intimacies with hon- 
est poor girls. A member cf his own household was once 
seen to take a libcity with the person of a servant girl in his 
own houae. It came to his ears. He expressed the strongest 
possible disgust. " A man," said he, " who will bo much as 
look with lustful eyes npon a servant ia no gentleman ; and if 
he does it in the house of a friend, be dishonors that house 
and insults that friend." 

Talking one day with a very intimate friend, respecting hi« 
own affairs of gallantry, he uttered these words : " I never 
had an amour in my Ufe in which I was not met half way. 
I would be the last man on earth to make such advances where 
they were not welcome. Nor did I ever do, or say, or write 
Hny thing which threw a cloud over a woman's name." Thi» 
was not said in the way of exculpation, for he never uttered a 
syllable of that nature. It waa a casual remark, arising oat 
arally from the conversation. 
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On another ocoasion, a few weeks before his death, in the 
ooorse of a similar oonversation, he said, ^ Seduction is a crime 
like no other. No woman can ]aj her rain at my door. If I 
had a son, and he were to bring dishonor upon a fiunily by 
nuning a daag^iter, I would shoot him as I would a iogV* 
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HIS 8E0OND UABEIAGB 



n imaa.'i Xati to Biru— Oua^ 



Briefly must this singular tde be told. Singular it is in 
the literal sense of the word ; neither in higtory or in fiotion 
Dan its parallel be found. 

Stephen Jumel, one of those efficient, invincible Frenchmen, 
who redeem the character of their nation, emigrated at an 
early age to St. Domingo, where he worked his way to the 
DWiierahip of a share in a coffee plantation. Warned by a 
fiuthful elaye, he escaped from his house on the eve of the 
great massacre, and saw, from a wood to which be had fled, 
his buildings burned and his plantation laid waste. For many 
days, fed by hia negro friend, he wandered up and down the 
lonely sea-shore, signaling every ship that passed the island. 
At lengtli, a boat put off from a vessel and took him on board. 
At St. Helena, the first port made by the ship, he stopped, and 
engaging at once in some little speculations, gained some money 
which he spent in procaring a passageto New Yoi'k. To tliat 
dity ho had sent from St. Domingo, a quantity of coffee, the 
proceeds of whioh he found awaiting his orders on arriving. 
Provided thus witli a small capital, he embarked in trade, pros- 
pered, became the owner of a dozen ships, controlled the mar- 
ket for some descriptions of goods,* and retired about the year 

* OroDt Tborban «a;9: — " Stephen Jmnol, n Frcnclimaa, was vnoDg our 
tttif 'mercliDDt piiuccs.' One momiog, about 10 o'clock, in tlie jenr 180^ 
this gentleman, in oompao/ with WiUkm Bayard, Bnnnoo Lcro/, Aicbituld 
Orado, Genenil Clarkaon, and Bomc dozen othei^ wu reudiag and discuasiag 
tho news just anived Irom Liverpool, in the eitraordiniirf ihort pauuge of 
(NM weefct/ Tbo matter moelly concerned Napoleon tbbFibst and Ihsbi* 
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1812 with what was then considered a great fortune. A raxa 
of sense, he had married a daughter of New England, a wo- 
man as remarkable for energy and talent as himself. 

After Kapoleon'a downfall and the paci6cation of Europe, 
the lamily went to Parin. where they resided in splendor for 
many years, ami where Madame Jumol, by her wit and tact- 
achieved a distinguished position in the court society of tha 
place. Of the couvt itself she was a favored frequenter. 

In the year 1822, M. Jumel lost a considerable part of hta 
fortune, and madamc returned alone to Kew York, briDgini; 
with her a prodigious quantity of grand furniture and paint- 
ings. Retiring to a seat in the upper part of Manhattan 
Island, which she possessed in her own right, she began with 
native energy the task of restoring her husband's broken for- 
tunes. She cultivated her farm ; she looked vigilantly to the 
remains of the estate; she economized. In 1828, when M. 
Jumel returned to the United States, they were not as rich 
as in former days, but their estate was ample for all rational 
purposes and enjoyments. In 1832, M. Jnmel, a man of mag- 
oiBcent proportions, very handsome, and perfectly preserved 
(a gieat waltzer at seventy), was thrown from a wagon and 
&lally injured. He died in a few days. Madame was then 
liUle past her prime. 

There was talk of cholera in the city. Madame Jumel re- 
■olved upon taking a carriage tour in the country. Before 
Betting out, she wished to take legal advice respecting some 

Be of WiigTUD. 'Wbilo thus engaged, a carman's horse backed liis cart Into 
the WMteball slip, lit llie bead of wbich tlicy were gronped logetUer. The 
OBTt wns gat out, but the borsa was drowned, nnd ereiy one began pitying the 
|>Dor atimen'i ill luck. Jumel instimtly aroao, and placing a ten dollar bill 
between Ms Uiuml* and finger^ nod holding it aloft, wliila it fluttered in Ibo 
breozo, and with hii hot in the other hand he walked through Uie length nai 
breadth of the crowd ezctoltnlng, 'How much you pity the poarmiAi? J 
pitf him tun dollara. How luucU you pitf bim Y Bj this ingenioua and no> 
bla cotgniefal, he collected, in a few mouieats, above sevenl; dollars, which 
he gave over at onco to tlio unfortunate and fortunate carmaa. (This is the 
original alorj — there have been many imiloHonjof it aince; bat the iifaaof 
'[dtriog a man' so much money, oiiginiUed with my old acquaintance JU' 
•el)" 



real estate, and as Colonel Burr'a rcpntatioa in lliat depart* 
meut was {jreiminent, to his office in Rcade-sti'cet aho drove. 
In other days he htid known her well, and though many an 
eventful year had passed since be had seen her, ho recogniBed 
her at once. He received her in his courtliest miinner, com* 
plimented her with admirable tact, listened with soft deference 
to her statemoiit. Ho was the ideal man of business— oonli- 
dential, Beir-possessed, polite — giving his client the flattering 
impresfflon that the faonlties of his whole soul were concen- 
trated upon the affair in hand. She was eharraed, yet feared 
him. He took the papers, named the day when hia opinion 
would be ready, and handed her to her carriage with winninf; 
grace. At seventy-eight years of age, he waa atiil straight, 
active, ^le, fascinating. 

On the appointed day she sent to his office a relative, a stu- 
dent of law, to receive his opinion. This young gentleman, 
liniid and inexperienced, had an immense opinion of Burr's 
talents ; had heard all good and all evil of hitu ; supposed him 
to be, ftt least, the acutest of possible men. He went. Burr 
behaved to him in a manner so exquisitely pleasing, that, to 
ihia hour, he has the liveliest reooileclion of the scene. No 
topic was introduced but such as were familiar and luleresting 
to young men. His manners were such as this age of slangy 
familiarity can not so much as imagine. The young gentle- 
man went home to Madame Jarnel only to estol and glorify 
him. 

Madame and her party began their journey, revidting 
Ballston, whither, in former times, she had been wont to go 
in a chariot drawn by eight horses ; visiting Saratoga, then 
in the be^nningof its celebrity, where, in exactly ten minutes 
after her arrival, the decisive lady bought a house and all it 
contained. Returning to New York to find that her mansion 
had been despoiled by robbers in her absence, she lived for a 
while in the city. Colonel Burr called upon the young gen- 
tleman who had been madame's messenger, and, after their 
ftcqufuntance bad ripened, said to him, " Come into my office ; 
I can teach you more in a year than you can learn in ten, in an 
ordinary way." The proposition being submitted to Madame 
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Juroel, sUi>, anxious for the young man's advancement, glaiffiy 
and giatet'iilly consented. He entered the office. Burr kept 
him close at his books. He did loadi him moi-e in a year than 
be could have learned in ten in an ordinary way. Burr lived 
then in Jersey Cilj His office (23 Nassau -stioet) swarmed 
with applicants for aid, and he seemed now to have quite lost 
the power of refusing. In no other respects, bodily or men- 
tal, did he exhibit signs of decrepitude. 

Some months passed on without his again meeting Madame 
Juniel. At the suggestion of the student, who felt exceed- 
ingly grateful to Burr for the solicitude with which he assisted 
his studies, Madame Jumel invited Colonel Burr to dinner. 
It was a grand banquet, at which he displayed all the charms 
of his manner, and shone to conspicuous advantage. On 
handing to dinner the giver of the feast, he said: "I give 
you my hand, madame ; my heart has long been yours." 
This was supposed to be merely a compliment, and was little 
remarked at the time. Colonel Burr called upon the lady ; 
called frequently ; became ever warmer In his attentions ; pro- 
posed, al length, and was refused. He still plied his suit, how- 
ever, and obtained at last, not the lady's consent, but an 
undecided No. Improving his advantage on the instant, h» 
said, in a jocular manner, that he should bring out a clergy- 
man to Port Washington on a certain day, and there he 
would once more solicit her hand. 

He was as good as his word. At the time appointed, he 
drove out in his ^g to the lady's country residence, accom- 
panied by Dr. Bogart, the very clergyman who, just fifty 
years before, had married him to the mother of his Theod<v 
sia. The lady was embarrassed, and still refused. But then 
the scandal ! And, atler all, why not ? Her estate needed a 
vigilant guardian, and the old house was lonely. Aller much 
hesitation, she at length consented to be dressed, and to re- 
ceive her visitors. And she was married. The ceremony wat 
witnessed only by the members of Madame Jumel'a family 
and by the eight servants of the household, who peered 
eagerly in at the doors and windows. The ceremony over, 
Mrs. Burr ordered supper. Some bins of M. Jumel'a vine 
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eelhr, thst >.ad not been opened for half a centary, were iaid 
under contribution. The little party wns a very merry one. 
The parson, in particular, it is rem em be red, was in tlie highest 
spirits, overflowing n-ith humor and anecdote. Except for 
Colonel Bun's great age (which was not apparent), the match 
seemed not an nnnise one. The lurking fear he had had of 
being a poor and homeless old man was put to rest. She had 
a companion who had been ever agreeable, and her estate a 
steward than whom no one living was supposed to be more 
competent. 

As a I'emarkable cironrastance connected with this marriage, 
it may be just mentioned that there was a woman in Hew 
Tork who had aspiied to the hand of Colonel Burr, and who, 
when she hoard of his union with another, wrung her hands 
and shed tears ! A feeling of that nature can seldom, since 
the creation of man, have been excited by the marriage of a 
man on the verge of fourscore. 

A few days after the wedding, the " happy pair" paid a visit 
to Connectieut, of which State a nephew of Colonel Burr's 
was then governor. They were received Vitb attention. At 
Hartford, Burr advised his wife to sell out her shares in the 
bridge over the Connecticut at that place, and invest the 
proceeds in real estate. She ordered them sold. The stock 
was in demand, and the shares brought several thousand dol- 
lars. Tiie purchasers offered to pay her the money, but she 
Raid, " No ; pay it to ray husband." To him, accordingly, it 
was paid, and he had it sewed up in his pocket, a prodigiona 
bulk, and brought it to New Tork, and deposited it in his 
own bank, to his own credit. 

Teiaa was then beginning to attract the tide of emigration 
which, a few years later, set so strongly thithor. Burr had 
always taken a great interest in that country. Persons with 
whom ho had been variously connected in life had a scheme 
on foot for settling a large colony of Germans on a tract of 
land in Texas. A brig had been chartered, and the project 
was in a state of forwardness, when the possession of a sum 
if money enabled Burr to buy sharis in the enterpiise. The 
greater part of the money which he had brought from Hart 
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ford was invested in this way. It proved a total k>M. The 
time had not yet come for emigration to Texas. The Ger- 
mans beuame discouraged and separated, and, to complete the 
failure of the soliemp, the title of the landa in the concision 
of the time!4, proved defective. Meanwhile madame, who >caa 
a remarkably thritly woman, with a talent for the management 
of property, wondered that her husband made no allu«on to 
the subjeot of the investment ; for the Tesas speculation had 
not been mentioned to her. She caused him to be qaestioned 
on the subject. He begged to intimate to the lady's messen- 
ger that it was no affair of her'a, and requested him to remind 
the lady that she now had a husband to manage her afiairs, 
and one who would manage them. 

Coolness between the husband and wife was the result of 
this colloquy. Then came remonstrances. Then estrange 
ment. Burr got into the habit of remaining at his office in 
the city. Then, partial reconciliation. Pull of schemes and 
speculations to the last, without retaining any of his former 
ability to opei-ate successfully, he lost more money, and more, 
and more. The patience of the lady was exhausted. She 
filed a complaint accusing him of infidelity, and praying that 
he might have no more control or authority over her afiairs. 
The accusation is now known to have been groundless ; nor, 
indeed, at the time was it seriously believed. It was used 
merely as the most convenient legal mode of depriving Lim 
of control over her property. At tirst, he answered (he com- 
plaint vigorously, but aflerward, he allowed it to go by detault 
and proceedings were carried no further. A few short weeks 
of happiness, followed by a few months of alternate estrange- 
ment and reconciliation, and this union, that begun not inaua- 
uioiously, was, in efifect, though never in law, dissolved. What 
is strangest of all is, that the lady, though she never saw her 
husband during the last two years of his life, cherished do ill- 
will toward him, and shed tears at his death. To this hour, 
Madame Jumel thinks and speaks of him with kindness, at- 
tributing what was wrong or unwise in his conduct to the 
infirmities of age. 
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Men of seventy-eight have been marned before and since. 
Bat, probably, never has there been another instance of a 
man of that age, winning a lady of fortune and distinction, 
grieving another by his marriage, and exciting sospicions of 
incontinence against himself by his attentions to a third 1 
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One morning, about the close of tlie year 1833, wliile Col- 
nel Burr, in company with a fiien(l, was passing the old City 
Hotel, in the lower part of Broadway, his step suddenly fil- 
tered, he leaned heavily upon his fnend'a arm, and was bood 
compelled to come to a halt. 

" What is the matter, colonel ?" asked his friend. 

"I don't know," was his reply; " something seems to be 
the matter with my walking; I can't step; there's no feeling 
nor strength in this leg." 

He was assisted to the wall of the hotel, where he leaned 
for a few moments, hoping the strange afisution would pass 
off. As it grew no better, a carriage was called; he wm 
driven to his office in Nassau-street, and a doctor was sam* 
moned, who pronounced the disease paralysis. Prostrate and 
helpless was the active nian at last, Hia wife, with whom he 
had not lived for someHime, forgot the losses she had suffered 
thi'ougli his indiscretion, when she heard thai he was sick, and 
wtint to see him. " Come home.," said she ; " hero you con 
have no proper attendance." Her carriage was nt the door, 
and he went home with her to Fort Washington, where a 
month's assidnons and tender nnrsing, to the surprise of every 
one, restored him. But just as soon as he was upon his feet 
again, he was eager to be in town, at his suits, at his specula- 
tiona ; and it was after this " firat warning," that the legal 
proceedings were instituted which ted to the final estrange 
roent between *ihe ill-mated pair. 
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He wonld never own that he had had a paralytic stroke. He 
Insisted that he waa perfectly well, and was offended if any 
one asked a question whioh implied the contrary. Tenauioualy 
he olung to life. Ho would be the beau, the man of busiaesa) 
the great lawyer, to the last. 

But a Eecond stroke followed, a few months later, depriving 
forever of Hie and motion both his lower limbs. There was 
no concealing this calamity. Yet, for a while, his mind was 
ns active as ever, and his general health unimpaired. Reclin- 
ing upon a sofa in his ofGce, he saw his friends and clients as 
usual, and wrote letters, billet-doux, notes, opinions, without 
number. His pen should walk for him, travel for him, plead 
for him ; he woald be thought, as he thought himself, as effi- 
cient a man as ever he was. This could not last. It was ap- 
parent to every one but himself that bis mental powers were 
no longer adequate to the discbarge of bu^ness, and partly 
by a sense of decreasing strength, partly by the persuasions 
of friends, he was Induced gradually to relax his hold upon 
mundane things, and subside into the tranquilbty that befitted 
his age and condition. 

The close of his life was solaced and cheered by a friend, 
who proved herself a friend indeed. Far back to the earliest 
days of the Revolution we must look for the first of the series 
of events which secured to the hclplcM old man those tender 
attentions from the hand and heart of a woman which ago and 
uckness need. 

During tbo expedition to Canada, while the American foroea 
lay near the heights of Quebec, Burr, whose stock of provi- 
sions was reduced to a biscuit and an onion, went down to a 
small brook to drink. Having no oup, he waa proceeding to 
use tlic top of bis cap as a drinking vessel, when a British 
officer who had come to the other side of the brook for the 
Hame pur)>ose saluted him politely, and offered biin the use of 
his huniiug oup. Burr accepted the oSer, and the two enfr 
miea entered into conversation. The officer, pleased with 
the frank and gallant bearing of the youth — for a youth ho 
suemed — concluded the interview by bestowing upon him the 
truly munificent gift of part of a horse's tongue. They ia- 
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quired each other's name. "When next we meet," said At 
Biiton, " it will be as enemies, but if we should ever come to- 
gether after the war ia over, let us know each other better." 
Stepping npon aome stones in the middle of the brook, they 
shook hands, and parted. In the subsequent operationa of the 
war, each saw the other occasionally, but before the peace the 
British officer went home badly wounded. 

Thiity-siic years after, when Colonel Burr was an eadlc is 
Scotland, he met that officer again ; an old man then, residing 
npon his estate. Each had a vivid recollection of the scene at 
the brook in the old wars, and a warm friendship sprang up 
between them. Colonel Burr visited the house of the aged 
officer, and received from bim assiatance of the moat essential 
kind, namely, a loan of three hundred poande, besides valuable 
in trod actions. 

Twenty-four years later, the daughter of tliat Scottish offi- 
cer, ruined in tbrtune by a husband's extravagance, was at 
the befd of a large boarding house in New York, near the 
Bowling flreec. Both herself and her husband had been 
friends of Colonel Burr ever since their arrival in New Yortc, 
and, aftiCr her husband's death, Burr was her lawyer and man- 
of'buainess. This lady was, and is, one of the kindest and 
sprightliest of her sex ; a woman of high breeding, with too 
little of the provincial in her character t« have more than a 
very slight respect for that terror of provincial souls, Ubb. 
Gecndy. 

She heard that Colonel Burr was lyin;;; sick and helpless at 
his office, and she went to see him. She sent bim delicacies 
from her table. She kept a general oversight of his domasUo 
arrangements for some months, and then, with her husband'* 
hearty concurrence (she had married again) invited and urged 
him to oome and take up his abode in her house as long aa he 
lived. He should pay the extra expenses which she might ia 
cur, but he should be, in effect as in name, her guest. Th 
summer of 1834 saw him establiahed in the two basemen 
rooms of her house, with all his familiar relics, books, pielnree, 
and fiirnituro round bim. It was the " old Jay house" — where 
hu former friend, Governor John Jay, had resided. Another 
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ooincidcnce waa, tliat the man-servant who chiefly waited 
ppon liira at thU time, had been for many years buller to Do 
Witt Clinton, 

For two years he lay npon hia bed, or reclined in an arm- 
chair, free trom pain, and growing weaker only by insensible 
degrees. Ever cheerful, often meiry, always kind, visited oo- 
casicjnally by his old friends, and visited continually by old 
and new pensioners ; every want anticipated and supplied, his 
lile glided on tranquilly toward i59 close. He caused the por^ 
trmt of Theodosia to be hung sd that he could look upon it a* 
he lay in tied, and tears have been observed to coui'se slowly 
down his furrowed cheeks as he gazed npon it. For hours at s 
time he would lie silent with his eyes fixed upon his daughter's 
fSace. Always inclined to bo taciturn, he was now more silent 
than ever. Never accustomed to speak ill or harshly of others, 
he never, during these two years, alluded to any one but with 
diarity. He gave very little trouble to his attendants, and 
addressed them always with marked courtesy. A sick girl 
was never more delicate than he. 

In the early months of hia sickness he look the most intense 
mterest in the afialrs of Texas, then in the midst of her 
Btrngglo for independence, aided by thousands of American 
citizens. A gentleman who called upon him one morning, at 
this period, found hira, newspaper in hand, all excitement, hie 
eyes blazing. 

" Tfiere .'" exclaimed the old man, pointing to the news 
from Tfxa.1, " you see ? I was right ! I was only thirty years 
too soon I What was treason in roe thirty years ago, is patriot- 
ism now ! 1" 

Ue lived to see Texas an independent State — made such 
chiefly by emigrants and adventurers from the United States, 

Plirenology became the town-talk in 1885. It was a new 
thing with us then, and had few adherents. The young poet 
Barlow, one of the first practitioners in the scienoe, dined one 
day at the house where Colonel Burr resided, when it oc- 
euri'ed to the landlady to give him an opportunity to test his 
power of rending character. She said to him, " We have an 
.tid gentleman from the country upon a visit to us, whom 1 



should liko you to see. He seema to me to have quite K n^ 
tnarkablu heaJ, though he is not a highly educated man." 

The phrenologist having intimated his willingness to Gxam- 
ine him, she went below to prepare Colonel Burr for the inter- 
view, cautioning him to may nothing, and, above all, to keep 
elill, lest a bow or a gesture should betray liiin. He was reclin- 
ing ill a chair, attired in a flannel dresaing'gown, when Barlow 
was ushci-ed into liia apartment. His nurse, who was sitting 
at a table sewing, was to pei'sonate the daughter of the old 
gentleman. 

"This gentleman, sir," said the lady, "is a phrenologist, 
and I have brought him to examine your head." 

Ho nodded, and the examination began. 

" What a head I" was the phrenologist's iirst whisper, 
" Who is he ? Where does he come from ?" 

" Oh," I'cplied the lady, " he is an old friend of my father's. 
He hves in Connecticut, and has come to the city for medical 
advice. But I won't tell you nny thing more about him till 
you have given us his character. You wouldn't suppose him 
to be a clergyman, would you ?" 

" A clergyman !" exclaimed Barlow. " Great heavens. No I 
I would sooner tcke him for a man of war than a man of 
peace. If ho had been an educated man, ho could h.-ive set 
the world in arms 1 This is a Van Buren bead, ouly of higher 
ambition and greater powei-s," 

" He would have made a good soldiei', then, if he had bceo 
called upon to fight ?" inquired the lady. 

*' Sucii a head as that," said the phrenologist, " might have 
led an army, and conquered a world 1 It is a great head 1 a 
very great head 1 What a pity he should have lived in ob- 
souiity I With many noble traits of chaiactei-, however, he 
has some bad ones. Ue is generous to a fault. He takes 
pleasure in giving, whether his own or other's property. He 
is very secretive; rch«B on his own judgment; is aeldom 
swerved by the advice of others. He feels that he was born 
to command, and is as bi'avc as a lion. He would have made 
a great scholar, a great statesman, a great orator, a great any 
thing, if he had but had tho chance. Tot be can descend tc 



IS lAST YE 



duplioit; to gain his ends He is nut ovcr-conscienlious when 
his pasdons or his feelinga are ouncemed. Aa a statesnian, ba 
would have been diplomatic, and firm aa a root:, whether for 
evil or for good. A firm friend, without boasting or proBum- 
ing. More generous than just. He Ima little reverence, yet 
would scarcely be an nnbelievcr. His head ia indeed a study 
— a atiange, contradictory head. He ia veiy irritable, and 
impatient of control. He could look into the houIs of men. 
Gracious ! what a lawyer he would hare made ! And that's 
his daughter, is it ? What a difierence 1 One would almost 
think it impossible. This head is one of thoao that think 
every thing possible, and will dare all to gain a poinL He baa 
been fond of the fair eex, too, in hia day. But hia bad qualities 
are overtopped by his good ones. And now, pray tell me 
who this gentleman ia ?" 

'* Colonel Aaron Buit, sir," replied the lady, in triumph. 

The phrenologist started back, with a curious blending of 
ooriosity and shame expressed in his face and attitude. 

"Oh, sir, pardon me," he said; "if I had known who it was 
that I was examining, I should not have presumed to say what 
I have said. But this is an honor I have long wished for, and 
nothing could have given rae greater delighi." 

" Sir," wbisfiered Burr, in his blandest manner, " you have 
given me no offense." 

This ended the interview. The next day, the lady said to 
him that she thought Mr. Barlow had hit his character very 
oorreoll,. 

" No, madame," he replied, with unexpected gravity, "he 
made some great mistakes. He said I was irritable. I am 
not irritable." 

The phrenologist was right, however. Ho had been irrita 
ble in his way. 

His chief amusement during these monotonous months waa 
reading. He read much, but not many things. Chiefly he 
liked his good friend to read to him something of a tender or 
sentimental cast. Sterne was a great favorite, particularly lh« 
story of Le Fevre in Triatram Shandy. Uncle Toby's treat- 
ment of the fly was quite to his taste. One day, afler a long 
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reading from Storne, he said, " If I had read Sterne mora, 
and Voltaire less, I ehould have known that the vorld was 
wide enough for HamiUon and me." 

It was a custom of the busy lady of tlio house to vi«t biin 
twice every day. The doctor ordered liim champagne, which 
she used to biing him with tier own hands al\er dinner. Re- 
vived by the dranght, he would then be eager to bear some- 
thing read. " Well, my child," he would say, " have yoD 
any ibtng to comfoit me with to-day ? Read somelhiDg good, 
something c1as!<ica[, something sweet. Let us have a pleasant 
half hour." The lady, herself a poetess, lilted nothing better 
than to repeat to him lier favorites and his own. Some bits 
of Moore he was never tired of hearing ; above all, he liked 
the poem written by Moore upon hearing that the Pi'ince Re- 
gent, with his usual meanness, had deseiled a lovely girl whom 
he had ruined. Burr loathed conduct of that nature with » 
perfect loathing. 

" Whoa first I mot tbtw, warm and jrouag, 
Tbere abono such truth about thee, 
And OD tbj lip such promite hung^ 

I did act dam to doubt thco. 
I BiLw tlico clumifo, yai still relied, 
Still clung with bope Ibe ToDder, 
And thought, though falso to all beside, 
From me thou csiuld'at not wander. 
But go, deceiver I go, 

Tbo hnart, whoso bopas oould m«ln It 
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J) fnlae, so low, 



Desorrcs tliELt Ibou shoutdat break It. 
" WhcD ever}' tongue thj fblliea niuned, 
I fled iho UD welcome stor? ; 
Or found, in oven the Ciults Ihsj blam«d, 

Some gleams of future gtocy. 
/still was Irup, whoa nearer ftiends 
Conspired to wrong, lo alight thee; 
no beart tliat now th; fl-Jsobood londl 
Would then hsvo bled to light IheeL 
But go, deceiverl go — 

Some daj, perhaps, tbou'lt wakM 
From pleasure's dream, lo know 
Tbo grief of hearts foruken." 
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Moore'a " Oft in the stilly night," was another of Ijis l«vor 
flea. Whett liis memoiy was almost gone, he would whisper 
th« first line, and ask, "How does it go on, my dearP Say 
it." Some psalms and hymns that he had leamed in ohild> 
hood seemed to linger in his memory. One psalm, in paitioD- 
lar, he often repealed and praised : 



Ifothing pleased him better than a timely and apt ijaota- 
lion. Some gentlemen were in his room one evening, when 
the conversation took a severer tone than he liked. Slow to 
q>eak ill of any one, he never relished denunciatory language. 
After one of his gncsts had finished some severe remarks, the 
lady of the house stepped forward, and in the qniok, graceful 
manner peculiar to her, repeated these lines from Bumi^ 
Address to the Unco Gude: 

' Then gently Bc«n yoor brother nan, 

Still ECDticr Hater wonma; 
Thou^ Ihfj miij gang a keauln' wraii^ 

To step osido ia liumiin ; 
One polat muat alill bo grouUy doH^ 

Tlio moving IFKy tbey do it ; 
And just OS lamely cod ye nurk I 

Hon' liir, pcrlinp^ tiicy roe iL 

" Who mndo ttic licar^ 'tis Ho alona 

Doddcdly con try ub; 
Ho knows cacli cliord — ita varioas tOM, 

Each spring — its vnrioiu bias; 
Tfaeo at Uio bataoco let 'a be mute, 

TPo DCTcr can adjust it ; 
That's done wo partly may compute 

But know not wluit't rented." 

Good hamor was restored ; a better spirit prevailed in th« 
eompany. Burr, who had lain silent up to this time, now 
expressed the keenest deliglit, " ITr'V) good !" he kept whi» 
pering. " How very good. So like you, my dear j to like 
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/ou [" He was exceedingly pleased, and often. alluded to the 
■ccne and Uie lines aderward. 

Ho was a foe to melancboly, to the last. His kind friend 
wud to bim one evening, when he seemed weaker tiiaii usual : 
" Well, colonel, I'm aHaid we shan't have you here long ; but 
it 'b ii sad world, after all, and I wish I was going too." 

" Don't say so, child," said he ; "I have lived my day ; yon 
■re yoimg ; your time is before you ; enjoy it," 

On another occasion, when she had mot with an afSiction, 
she said to him, " O, colonel, how shall I get through this ?" 

"LiVB thi-ough it, my dear !" was his emphatic reply. 

Still complaining, she said, "This witt kill roe, colonel, I 
know I cna not survive Mt." 

" Well," said he, " die, then, madame : we mast all die ; but 
bless me, die game !" 

One lovely atlernoon, she said, as slie arranged his pillows, 
" O ! colonel, if you were only foity yean younger, and we 
were walking by the side of some pleasant stream, with beau- 
tiful flowers all around us, how happy we could be this after- 
noon." 

" Well, my child," said he, " and we efiall walk by the side 
of pleasant streams, amid beautiful flowers, if we are to be- 
lieve the Book 1" 

Biinging him the papers, as usual, one morning she called 
his attention to some false atatemeols relating to his duel with 
Hamilton, and said to him, 

"How can you, colonel, let these people traduce you bo, 
when you have ibc documents in your pofwesaion that would 
exonerate you ?" 

" I am already exonerated," was bis reply. 

" What do you mean ?" she asked. 

" TAere /" said he, pointing upward, 

A scene occurred in tho dining-room of the house whilti 
he lay helpless, which may as well be related here. A gen- 
tleman called to engage board, found suitable rooms, und said 
he would call in the afternoon to say whether ho would take 
them. He came to dinner. Addressing himself in an env 
b»rrassed, he-sltating manner to the landlady, he said he bad 
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Jtttt hesrd of a drciimstttnce which would deprive lam of the 
plenHiiie lie had anticipnted in residing under her roofi He 
nndcrstood that Aaron Burr was a boarder in ihe house, and 
he really could not live in the same honse with a man of that 
character. 

The blood of sU the Mnntroses was up in a moment. Sh« 
rose from her chair, and eaid, with Sashing eye, ftod Bubdued 
intensity of tone : 

"Yoii have been misinformed, sir, Colonel Burr is not a 
boarder in this house. Ho is my guest, air, my honored guest ! 
Before any boarder in this honse is served. Colonel Burr is 
served." 

Then, tnrning to a servant who was waiting at the table, 
she said, in the manner of Napoleon ordering a column to the 
attack, " Patrick, take away that person's plate, and open thfe 
door !" 

Patrick obeyed, and the " person" retired without ventur- 
ing any fiiither observations. 

This brave lady could not, of course, escape sharing, to Borae 
extent, the odium that surrounded the name of the man whose 
last days her wit and kindness cheered. 

" What do you think I've heard this morning, colonel P" 
tud she to him on one occasion. " They say I'm your daugh- 
ter." 

"Wetl," said he, "we don't care for that, do we?" 

" Not a bit !" was her reply. " But they say something 
rise, colonel," she continued ; "they say I was your mistress," 

" Do they ?" said he, " I don't think we care much for thai 
lUther, do we ?" 

" They must say what they choose," ehe replied — the gal- 
lant soldier's d:iughter I 

" But," said he, taking her hand in both bis, and lifting it 
to his lips, his hands shaking with paralysis, " I'll tell yon 
something they might say that would be true ! Let theftt 
■ay Uiis of yon : She gave the old man a home when nobo^ 
Hw would !" 

He nltered these words vrith an emphasis so tender and 
pen'^trating, that two of his rela'.ivM who wore present, ona k 
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member of the bar, and the other a judge, tK>uld not refiwD 
from lenrs. 

To the last be was ever giving. His friend aaid to Liui 
once, 

" I think you nre not particular enough in your charitiea. 
The man to whom yoa have just given money, I am sure, is a 
drunlcard." 

" He may be," said Bnrr, " but that has nothing to do with 
what I gave him. He asked it for God's sake, and for God's 
■ake I gave it." 

"O, colonel," said ehe, " you can't say no; can yoa?" 

" Not when I have any thing to give," he replied. " I am, 
indeed, an exquisite fool, an inimitable fool." 

As a setoff to this, it must be recorded that a dunning 
scene, of considerable violence on the part of the dunner, took 
place duiing these montfis. The man, it appears, called seve- 
ral times without hitting upon one of the periods when the 
exchequer bad been very recently replenished, and, of conrse, 
could not get bis money. Ho flew into a great rage, at 
length, and berated the old man with fluency. Burr made 
not the least reply to him, but waited placidly till it was over, 
and then addre^^ed a remark on some other subject to another 
person. The man stood a moment with a puzzled and balked 
expression of countenance, and then retired. It should be 
added that Burr's pecuniary affairs, at this time, were man- 
aged for him by a relative — an application to whom woald 
not have been so unsuccessful. But it is good always to bear 
in mind that fierce dunning is the natural accompaniment of 
loose spending. 

In the spi'ing of 1836 it was apparent to those about him 
that his strength was rapidly diminishing, and that a very few 
months or weeks would terminate his mortal career. He 
knew it himself, and spoke of it without reserve. He was 
more than resigned ; at times, he seemed slightly impatient 
lor the closing scene. While thus waiting for death, he never 
seemed to look /onoarf^ curious to penetrate the vail, behind 
which he was soon to pass. His mind wandered bachoard to 
the remote past, From a long dose of some hours' duration 
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litj woaM awake to speak of people nt Princeton, whom he had 
known nt college, of fulloiv soliliers in the revolutionary war, 
of The od OBI a and lier boy. He talked sometimes of iho biog- 
raphy which he knew was to bo published al\ei' his death, 
and appeared to be anxious that, at last, his countiymen 
ahould know him as he was. He was most concerned that hia 
military career should be fully and truly related. " If they 
poreist in saying that I was a bad man," he said, " they shall 
at leoEt admit that I was a good soldier." Ho wished to be 
thought brave. In speaking of his own death he would say, 
" A bi'ave man never fears death," or, '' Death is terrible only 
to cowards," or, " Death has no tciioi-s for me." 

In the early part of June, when the weather grew suddenly 
warm, be was supposed for some days to be sinking. Dr. 
Hosack, who attended him, thought that a few days, ))crhapa 
a few hours, were all that he had to live. Mr. Davis told him 
the doctor's opinion, and, in view of liis approaching death, 
asked him whether, in the expedition to tlio Soiith-ivest, he 
bad designed b separation of the Union. With some impa- 
tience he replied, 

" No ; I would as soon have thought of taking possession 
of the moon, and informing my friends that I iutended to 
divide it among them 1" 

He revived. It chanced that the " Jay House" was that 
aamraor to be pulled down, and it was neceioary that he should 
be removed. Lodgings were procured for him for thoaararaer, 
at Port Richmond, on Staten Island, in a small hotel that 
stood, and still stands, a few yards from the steamboat land- 
iog. At parting with his kind hostess, he showed extreme 
■enubility. He was tenderly grateful to her for her unbound- 
ed goodness to him, and expressed his gratitude in athon 
sand quaint and delicate ways, which can scarcely be described 
in words. " What are you," he would ask, " that you should 
be BO kind to the old man ?" And site would reply that "she 
was the little mouse that came to the help of the sick lion." 
He liked an ^pt reply of that kind ; afterward, he would 
oftoo run his fingers fondly through her auburn locks, and 
call her bis little mouse. He was carried to thn steamboat oa 



B litter, acoompaniod by a few of his fnonds, among whom 
she, of comae, was one. She saw liim safe into Ins apart- 
ment at Poit Riohinond, in whicli she bad before placed tlie 
arttoica easential to his comfort, and then led liiiu in charge 
of his nurse and the man-sen'ant h«fore mentioned, an aged 
and responsible man. Relatives of Colonel Burr lived near, 
who also visited him, and saw that his wants were all aiipplied. 

" Good-by, colonel," said Iiis friend, aa she was leaving him 
for the night. " Good-by ; I shall come and see yon every 
day," 

He took her hand, and raising it between his own in the 
manner of supplication, ho said, in a tone of mingled tender- 
ness and fervency never to be forgotten : "May God for ever, 
and for ever, and for ever, bless yon, my last, best friend. 
Wlien the iiouK^somes, I will look out, in the belter country, 
for one bright spot for you — be sure." 

The si-a air at first benefited him greatly; and he oven 
felt BO ranch better as to talk of returning to the city and 
continuing his law business. Hts friends dissuaded hira. He 
went BO far aa to set on fool a small intrigue with some oys- 
termcn, with the design of getting them to row him back to 
the city on the sly. The price was agreed upon, and the time 
appointed, when the plot was discovered by his fiienda, and 
defeated by a counter plot. They invited him to ride. As 
the time approached when the oystermen were to meet him, 
he exhibited signs of uneasiness, and proposed, at last, that 
they should turn back, 

" Why, colonel," said one of them, " we started, yoa know, 
for Richmond, and I thought you were a man who always car- 
ried through what you undertook." 

" Drive oil," was his quick reply ; and thus his little last 
plot was defeated. 

As the summer advanced hts strength declined. The last 
weeks of his life were cheered by the frequent visits of the 
Rev. Dr. P. J, Vanpell, the estimable Reformed Dutch clergy, 
man of the neighborhood, who was invited to attend him by 
Judge Ogden Edwards, a relative and active friend of Colonel 
Burr's. Burr accepted his visits and services with thankfni 



eoartesf, without making any compromise of liis own opin- 
ions. 

" I w.is utiilbi-mly received by liim," writes Dr. Vanpelt, 
" with his nccustomed politeness and urbanity of manner. 
Tlic lime Bpent. with hira at each interview — which was an 
hour, more or less — was chiefly employed in religious con 
vei'salion^, adapted to liis deotining health, his fuuble state of 
body, and his advanced age, concluding by prayer to Al- 
mighty God for the oxerciae of his great mercy, the influence 
of his Holy Spirit and divino blessing. In all which he ap- 
peared to take an interest and bo pleased, and particularly 
would thank inc for ibe prayers I offoi-cd up in his behalf, for 
my kind offices, and the interest I took in hie spiritital welfare, 
Baying it gave him great pleasure to see me and hear my voice. 
And when I reminded hira of the advantages he had enjoyed, 
of his honored and pious ancestry, viz. : his father a minister 
of the Gospel, and Piesident of the College at Piinceton, New 
Jevitey, and his mother a descendant of the learned and cele- 
brated divine, Jonathan Edwards; and that doubtless many 
prayers had gone «p to lieaven from the hearts of Ids parents 
for his well-being and happiness, it seemed to affuct him. And 
when I ai^ked him as to his viewa of the holy Sci'Iptnres, he 
responded — ' They arc iho most perfect system of truth the 
world has ever seen.' So that judging from his own declara- 
tion and behavior to me, as his spiritual adviser, lie was not 
an atheist nor a deist. 

*' I did not administer the holy sacrament to him, nor did 
he snggest or reqnest me to do it, 

" In regard to other topics, in the course of repeated con- 
reraations, he remsiked he was near General Montgomery 
when he fell at Quebec ; and that notwithstanding that disas- 
toi', if the army liad pushed on, they would have succeeded 
In reference to the afikir and death of General Hamilton but 
little was said. He intimated, however, that he was provoked 
to that encounter. 

" At my lost interview with him, about twelve o'clock at 
voon, the day he depaited this life, I found him, as uanal, 



pleased to see me, tranquil in mind, and not dutorbed by 
bodily pain. 

" Observing a palenes.^ and change in his connlcn.incc, and 
bin piilae tremulouti, fluttering, and erratic, 1 asked liim how 
be felt. He replied, not ho well aa when I saw him last. I 
then said, ' Colonel, I do not wish to alarm you, but Judging 
from the state of your pulse, your lime with us is nliorL' He 
replied, ' I am aware of it.' It was then near one o'clook, p.u., 
and his mind and memory seemed perfect. I said to bin), 'In 
this solemn hour of your apparent dissolntinn, believing, as 
you do, in the sacred Scriptures, your accountability to God, 
lei me ask you bow you feel in view of approaching elornity; 
whether you have good hope, through grace, that all your 
sins will be pardoned, and God will, in mercy, pardon you, for 
the sake of the merits and righteousness of liis bcloi'ed Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who in love suScrcd and died for lu 
(he .igonizing, bitter death of the cross, by whom alono we 
can have the only sure hope of salvation?' To whicli he said, 
with deep and evident emotion, ' On thai subject I ain coy ;' 
by which I understood him to mean, that on a subject of suob 
magnitude and momentous interest, touching tiic assurance of 
bis salvation, he felt coy, cautious (as the word denotes) to ex- 
press himself in full confidence. 

" With his usual cordial concurrence and manifest deare 
we kneeled in prayer before the throne of heavenly grace — 
imploring God's meruy and blessing. Ho turned in Ids bed!, 
and put himself in an humble, devotional posture, and seemed 
deeply engaged in the religious service, thanking me, as usual, 
for the prayer made for him. 

" Calm and composed, I recommended him to the mercy of 
God, and to the word of his grace, with a last farewell.*' 

The last audible word whispered by the dying man svas the 
one, of all others in the language, the most tamiliar to his lips, 
A few minutes before he breathed his last, he lilled his bacd 
with difKcuUy to his spectacles, and seemed to be trying tc 
take them off. Uis attendant asked him if ho wished them 
removed. He nodded assent. Fixing bis eyes (brilliant to 
the last) upon the spectacles in her hand, be faintly \t'hL<tpered, 
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evident!; meaning that they were to bo given to madame, tha 
friend of his last years. Ho lay awhile softly breathing. At 
two o'clock ill the afternoon, without a struggle or a sigh, aa 
gently aa an infant falls asleep, he ceased to live. His friend 
arrived from llie fity an hour too late to close his eyes. 

He died ou Wednesday, the 14lh of September, J836, aged 
eighty years, seven months, and eight days. On the Friday 
following, his funeral was celebrated. A large party of gen- 
tlemen — the Messrs. Ssvartwout, Major Popham, Judge Ed- 
wards, Mr. Davis, and several others reached Port Richmond, 
from the city, by an early boat, " to pay the last honors to 
Pompey," as one of them expressed it. In his last days, he 
had requested to be buried at Pjinoeton, as nearly as possible 
&t the feet of his father and grandfather, the two presidents 
of the college, who lie side by side in its cemetery. His re- 
mains were accordingly conveyed to Princeton, accompanied 
by the gentlemen just named, and placed in the chapel of tho 
college, where tlio funeral ceremonies were to be performed. 
An impressive and charitable sermon was preached on the oo- 
easioD by the Rev, Di". Camnhan, the president of the college ; 
who, as president, resided in the very house which Colonel 
Burr's father had built ninety years before, and in which his 
gifted, erring son had been cradled. "The fashion of thia 
5?orId passeth away," was the text of the disconrse. The 
Cliosophic Society, of which the youthful Burr had been one 
of tho founders, voted to attend his funeral in a body, and to 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. A volun- 
teer company of Princeton, called the Mercer Guards, escortod 
the remiuns of tho old soldier to tho grave, and fired over it 
the CQSlomary volleys. Moat of tho students of tho college, 
and a targe concourse of the people of the town witnessed 
with curiosity the closing ceremonial which consigned to the 
grave all that was mortal of Aaron Burr. Far, far, had he 
wandered from the ways of his fathers, to lie down at their 
feet at last. 

The news of his death called public attention once more 
to his charfcctcr and conduct ; the newspaper comment npon 
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wbict was — wbat might Iiave been expected. Ahsnrdijr falw 
acoounts* were given of liia life and dt^ath, and the occafaon 
was improved to point a grnat many raoinls, and to adorn a 
variety of tales. One or two papers in tliia city tliat ventured 
to any a few (injudicious) words in praise of the dead lion, 
were eliarpiy called to order far the same by his old, but gen 
erally honorable foe, the Eotning Post. When the Magazines 
carao to review his memairs, a few months later, the stnfe 
seems to have been which should heap upon liis grave the 
greatest amount of obloquy. The Nnio York Revievi and tha 

* Aa a Bpocimen or the Dewspiiper stories BtUl la drcuUtioD rrapectii^ 
Butt, take the fotlowidg, wiiicli has probublj appeared in fifteen hundred 
newspapen of Iho Umled Stotea, beaidM a Jurgs nambor in BngUod toA 
Bcotbnd. Ab it is destitute of oron the Hliglitest foundation of tnitb, amat 
body must huvo eai down and dolibcrntalf oionufaclured it. It lias usuaH/ 
been credited lo tbo Prabyleria'i Herald : 

"There were Komo facts connected with the clo»ng scenes of Ur. Burr's lift 
which were told to us soon nflar thoy occurred, by one who received them 
Dom an eye witness, wliich we do not now remember to Iibtd scon ststed snj 
where in print. We suppose thst we will not be considered as violiiliag the 
priTMCf of tho domestic circle in referring Lo them at tliis remote period slier 



" During Mr. Burr's last illnes^ ho was rery rcatlaaa and impatient toward 
[hoBO who wute about bis person, often indulging in proliuie and abusiTe lan- 
guage. His ptiTsidsn, observing that martiflcation lisd commenced in tfa« 
extremities, thought it his dutj to inform liim of llie fact, and to assure hira 
that whatever preparatioD he might wish lo make ibr death, sJiould be made 
■t once. In as gentle tunes aa he could command, he broached the subjoc^ 
BSEuriag him that within tn-cnty'four hours, at tlio farthest, ho would be a 
dead man. Mr. Burr, ' Doctor, I can't i'w. I ehnn't die. Mj lather and 
mother, and grand-parents, and uncles and aunts, were all pous and godij 
people; thoT prayed for my conrorsion a thousand times, and if God be • 
bearer of prayer, ho is not going to let me die until their prayers are answered. 
It is iniponible tliat tbo child of so many prayers will be lost ' 

" The doctor repUed, ' Mr. Burr, you ure already dying.' lie Iheo went 
over pretty much the sojiie oipr«s^oa as givm above, and sank iato a stupor, 
and soon slept tbo sleep which knows no waking until tits morning of the 
resurrection. W& may not have given the previse langus^ used by bhn, as 
years have elspacd since it was reported to ua. Our informant received Uu 
ImpresuoD that lie had run llie rounds of liis iniquity, ftll tlio while indulging 
the hope that, like tho celebrated Augustiao, bcfuro he died he would be dc^ 
rerted, u answer to the prayers of his pious parents and IKtrnds." 






LAST YE Alts 



333 



Democratic Beviae were unsparingly and bitterly severe. 
Tho North American Rtview was gentler and fairer ; bat 
gave liim little quarter. 

One poetical tribute was paid to his memory by his last 
Friend. It never saw the liglil, and has lain twenty-one yeara 
in the blank book of the auiboress unread. It was addieseetl 
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Ho left no available pioperly. A tew pictures, a few nift- 
tnontoea of his daughter, several cart-loads of law papers, some 
, laaks of letters, a few articles of office furniture, and a quan- 

tity of well-worn clothes, were all that remained of the count- 
less sums he had received in bis long career. Several years 
after his death, however, a reversionary claim which he held to 
lome property, fell to the lot ff his only surviving daaghter. 



"TO ONE WHOM THE WOULD REVELED. 
"To thw 00 wiJow told her wo«a 

And found lliem uuredreased,; 
To tliee DO eliivcriog orphoa cama 

But rmiDd a, homo and rest : 
Aad ttaoy — would thpy truth rareal -^ 

Havo on thy bounlj' Ibd, 
Who, when ihino hour of sorrow came, 

TlievsD of Blander led. 
Great apiriti some, who knew the* w«ll^ 

Puid tribulB to tby worth ; 
A bw, irho disregard the ftawni 

Ofgrovellnft Bona of earth, 
Aronod Ihcc olung, in that droad hour 

When fricndsliip's balm b aweot — 
The hour Uiou left this eortUl; bar 

Tho world's great judge to meet; 
That Judge who known each varioua spring 

That moTOB tho Iiuinan bcarl, 
Wlio gives to Death tlio victory, 

But teoTcs tbc stmg apart, 
mo ia the baluaoB nicely weighs 

Our deeds oT good nnd ill, 
Wbo knows our variaua bulla and t^ioBfl, 

But loatiB to mercy bUIL 
Then warrior, rest! tliy trial's o'er. 
And naught of earth can touch thee loora." 
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who was ft girl eight }'earg of ago when he died. The lost words 
he ever spoke to his friend were a request that she would look 
to the welfare of thnt child, and see, especially, that she waa 
sent to good schools. That he should have made a will seemed, 
at the time, somewhat ridiculous to his friends — little dream- 
ing that it woidd, in a few years, secnrc a conaideiable sum 
to his daughter. 

As all in the life of Aaron Burr had something of strange 
ness and peculiarity, it is not aiirprining, perhaps, that a stone 
could not he placed over his grave except in an extraordinary 
mannei'. Some efforts were made, and some money was sub- 
scribed, soon afler his death, to procure a suitable monument, 
but the project failed through the inattention of an agent. For 
nearly two years the spot where ho lay was unmarked, when 
one morning it was discovered that a small, very substantial, 
and not inexpensive monument of granite and marbie, bad 
been placed, during the night, over his remains. The cemetery 
at Princeton is situated in a somewhat thickly-inhabited lone, 
and is overlooked, in every part, by people living upon its 
bordei-8. The principal gate is kept locked. No one in tbe 
town saw the njonamcut erected, or knew, or knows any thing 
whatever respecting it. Nor was there any stono<iutter in 
the vicinity competent to execute such a piece of work. No 
relative of Colonel Burr, nor any one of my numerous inform* 
ants explains the mystery. 

The person who did the pious deed is known, however, and 
lives. Need I say, that to a woman's liberal hand Burr owet 
the stone that commemorates his name ? In an inclosure of 
the cemetery, wherein lie the honored remains of the early 
Presidents of the College of New Jersey — Burr, Edwards, 
Davies, Witherspoon, and others — stands a block of marble^ 
bearing the following inscription : 

AARON BURR: 
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" WaATETBB happens," Burr used to say, in jocular allusion 
(o the largeness of liis head, " my hat, at least, is satb . for no- 
body else can wear it," 

His head n-aa lai-ge, and very peculiar. A few hours after 
bis death, a cast was taken of it, for the well-known plirenolo- 
gists, Messrs. Fowler and Wells, of New York, who still ex- 
hibit in their cabinet the original cast. In the most striking 
manner it confirms the view taken of the character of Bun 
in this volume. 

There are, probably, few intelligent persons now in the Uni- 
ted States who doubt that phrenology is among the means by 
which a knowledge of the character of a man may be obtained. 
tTn con scion sly or consciously, we have, most of us, fallen into 
the habit of using the langnnge of phrenology, and looking 
at one another with the phrenologist's eye. Charlotte Bront6, 
in describing her characters, frequently used language pre- 
cisely urailar to that employed by a professional phrenologist. 
Note this example from the Projesaor .' " I wonder that any 
one, looking nt thnt girl's head and countenanof, would have 
received her under their roof. She had precisely the same 
shaped head as Pope Alexander the Sixth. Her organs of 
benevolence, veneration, conscientiousness, adhesiveness, were 
idngularly small ; those of self-esteem, firmness, deatructive- 
ness, combattveness, preposterously large. Her head, sloped 
np in the penl-honse shape, was contracted about the forehead, 
knd promiucnt behind." More or less, we all talk so of the 
people we look at with attention. Every observant person that 
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baa . rvr Uvod mnrit have been instiuuUvely a phrenoIoglBt, M 
well lut B physiogiioiniat. 

It Id uelievcd by movaliats, and knmon by phrenologists, that 
no man b bad from necessity. The best organiEationfl need 
culture, and the very worst, by oultiire, can bo rendered, first, 
innoxious, then btneficent. Phrenology has to do chiefly 
with the ra*r matutiai of chai-acter — the stuff ■I is made of. 
It has nothing to say of tho eircmnstances, the beliefs, the in- 
fluences, which nourish one class of organs, leave others dor- 
mant, and so insensibly " mold the character," Let no one. 
therefore, view tho anneited account of the head of Aaroc 
Burr as a justification of his urrors ; but merely as a state- 
ment of his natural quality aiid tendenuies, whioh it was th« 
office of Education to coricct, at,d of Reason to oontrol, 

A faot should be mentioned iu elucidation of one of tho 
phrenologist's observations. There was a rcmarkablo predoni* 
inance of tho feminine element in th\i S^warda stock. I^mo. 
thy Edwards, the litther of Jonathan, and, therefore Burr^ 
great-grand father, had eleven children, of whom ten were 
daughters Jonalhau Edwards had eight daughters and thre« 
sons. Of the gi-and-children of Timothy Edwards, about two 
thirds were daughters. And now the phienoiogiat tells us, 
that Aaron Burr himself had the temperament of a woman. 

The following statement was made by Mr. L. N. Fowler, 
who knew nothing of what I had written or discovered r^ 
specting Aaron Bun-, and of whom I asked only the unrelent> 
ing truth : 



"PHRENOLOQIOAL CHAEAOTBE 



AARON BURR, 

DEDDCED FBOU AD OBtanlAL CAST OP HIS IlKAS. 

"The physiological organization of Aaron Burr was diadn 
guished fur very tine tCKlure and a great degree of suscepli> 
bility, intensity, and ardor, caused by a predominance of th« 
i temperament, with a very active condition of the ar- 
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teriftl system. In foot, all the organs and functions of huooa 
Btitution were remarkably active, and tim circnlatioii mu 
have been unusually quick and free. 

" There was not so much of the bony and musciil.ii' systen 
OS to bo an impediment to his activity, yet there was a suffi- 
went degree of the motive temperament to give strcngih and 
tenacity of organization. Ho was of small size, and well pro 
portioned, but the briun was large for the body ; hence he wa^ 
characterized by mental, rather than by physical ability. Such 
was the harmony between iho functions of tbe body as to in- 
dicate unusual health, vivacity, and power to endure without 
premature exhaustion. His temperament was more peculiarly 
that of a woman, joiued to tbe mental qualities of the mas- 
culine. 

" His Phrenological developments were marked and pecu- 
liar, and gave him a strong individuality of character. His 
head was of rather large size, and fully developed in most 
parts. The hair, at the time of his death, being almost gone, 
left his head neaily bare, so that the oast taken after death 
iudicatcs tbe loal development of the organs, and thereby af- 
fords a most valuable study. 

" His intellectual development shows that all the pei-ceptive 
organs are prominent ; whiuli, with his temperament and sub 
«eptibility, gave him an unusual degree of observation, ac- 
curacy of perception, ability to accumulate knowledge, and 
capacity to bring his powers to bear directly upon the subject 
in hand, or object he wished to effect. He had a wondeifu! 
memoiy of every thing he saw, of places, Cicefl, and propor- 
tions. His mechanical eye must have been remarkably cor- 
rect, which, joined to Locahty, Individuality, and Weight, 
gave him ease and grace of motion, extraordinary powers aa 
a marksman, and good judgment of the qualities and condi- 
tions of things. His memory of events, sense of order and 
srrangetnent, perception oY colors, ability in figures, and love 
of music, wer*] comparatively good. His sense of Wit was 
decidedly prominent, and he had uncommon power to use his 
mirthful emotions, in appreciating the ridiculous, or wielding 
ti)6 weapons of satire appropriately and readily. 
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" The reasoning organs were rather large, but lomevrllBl 
inferior lo the perci'iilions. The strength oF the reasoning 
^cuUica was made to appear conspicHOU*, in consequence of 
hia denrness of peroeplion, sharpness of analysis, facility of 
expressTon, policy of ai'rangemont, and power lo illiiminato 
his own side of a Bubjeet, and to mognetize his liearers into 
an acceptance of his opinions and an adherence to liis cause. 
The intdlcctnal faculties, os a whole, gave him superior influ- 
ence over other men, not only in consequence of the groM 
aciiv.'ty of his miud, but the peculiar power he had to use liil 
Icn owl edge and talents to advantage. HisLangiir^e was large, 
which enabled him to commnnicato ]m ideas, and toll what Iia 
knew. He was copious and pertinent in speech, full and free 
in his powe-a to exjilain, and decidedly easy and off-haud aa 
an orator. T'-is quality, connected with his ready memory, 
power of analysi", rnd fervor of mind, gave him groat inflo- 
erioe over others m nopveraation. He had an eye of peunliar 
brilliancy and lisr-inixtion, and when, from under his finelj 
arched, perceptive brow, he bent his burning gaze upon & 
person, his words spetoed like potential oracles, and gav« 
him peeuliar power over 'hone whom lie wished to sway, 

"His executive fiienltios were all strong. His head being 
decidedly broad about the e»^ (tavc him an unusual degree 
of fori;e, resolution, energy, B]>irit. and courage, amounting at 
times to audacity, and a feelinn; of int^nsri severity when ex* 
flited. His Aiimentivcness appears to have been only iiveragt 
in development, which, iF not perverted, wnuld have allowed 
him to live a sober and tempci'ato life. Ai^qnisitivenesa not 
being specially large, he was doubtless generous, llbei-al, at«S 
free in the use of money, caring for it more to expend than ta 
lay up. Secretiveness was large, which imparted tact, powey 
of concealment, and abihty to manage, and led to adroitnesn, 
and even cunning and duplicity ; but Cautiousness not being 
large, he was liable to be indiscreet and impulsive, and when 
acting on the spur of the moment, and in a state of excite- 
ment, ho would be rash and impetuous. He could plot weU. 
but could not execute safely. His acts may have been donn 
li; secret, but so done that they would ultimately be esposeti 
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" His moral brain, was, in Bomc respects, etrong, and in 
:>tbprs weak. Ills heaH, iis n whole, was liigli, but contracted 
on ibe top. He had a full development of Benevolence, nliiuh 
gave liim sympatliy and jjencrosily of feeling; and tliis benev- 
olence, in the absence of influential Acq nisi liven ess, would lead 
hira to be decidedly gencioiis lieailed in the use of money. 
lie was urbane, kind, and ready to render serviue. His Ven- 
eration was large, which must have bad |»ower to check liii 
passionfi, and lead him to be mindful of snpcrioi-s, and also 
servo to give him a respcctfid and deferential address. His 
sense ofnobility and aiislocrocy, and consciousness ofsuperioi 
power, was a prominent feature of his mind. Through the in- 
fluence of Veneration, be conld appear devotional, and Uium in- 
spire confidence in otherx, and lead them to trust to his hon- 
esty. He had rery large Firmness, which gave him unusual 
determination of mind and dispoMtion to carry out his dt^sirea 
and purposes, and which, connected \f'illi his DestructivenesB, 
rendered liim nnusnally efficient and vigorous in resisting op- 
position from othei-8, and in overcoming obstacles. He had a 
good degree of Imitation, which, with his Benevolence, ennbled 
him to adapt himself to others, and thus tender himself easy 
and agreeable. 

"Spirituality appears to have been very weak, which left 
his mind without much regni'd for such tentitres of religion ai 
depend on faith ; hence ho was skeptical, and a doubter. His 
Hope appears to have been Ini'ge, giving enterprise, sanguine, 
Bpeculalive, and venturesome feelings, and a desire to engage 
in business of a hypothetical, prospective, and promising nnr 
ture. He was not easily discouraged, but always conddent 
of success. His Conscientiousness was moderate, and not 
etrong enough to have a regulating influence on his mind. 
This faculty and Cautiousness, both being inferior, left his 
feelings without balancing-power ; hence, while he laaked 
honesty, be had neither prudence nor circumspection — had 
not tile restraining influence iif the ocnse of danger nor of 
punishment. His impulses were developed at pleasure, and 
the various fiiculties gratified as they clamored for action. 
Whatever faculty was most excited for the time being, swayed 
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bis mind as a whole ; thus, the acta of his life were contrad1i> 
loiy, and liis character did not harmonize witii itaelf. Had 
these two rucnltics of pnidence and lioneaty been more prom- 
inent, he would liave been able ho to regulate hin conduct ae 
to have made almost an enliro change in his whole lUii and 
character. 

" Tlie crown of his head was very high, showing Urge Self- 
esteem and Approbativeness, indicnling pride, dignity, cOD- 
•cioii»^)ess of self-importance, ambition, de^ra to please, and 
to gain distinction and fame. Such a mind, connected witb 
tuuh ambition, conid not be contented in private life, iior bear 
to bo rcpiilpcd, put down, or snpei-seded by others ; for anch 
pride, joined with eucW sensitiveness, produces a character 
which is easily woimded. He had a great discernment of 
oharacter, and power to read the sjnrit and tone of another 
person's mind. He was exceedingly winning in his manners, 
throngh his politeness, ambition, scltcomplncency, blandncat 
of manner, respectfulness of demeanor, and ready, available 
intellect, connected with that personal address and tu^tcr of 
eye which few men possessed. 

" He had large Continuity, which gave power to apply the 
mind to one subject, and to tlnnk closely and cormeclcdiy; 
and lie was much indebted to this persistency of mind for his 
success in scholarship, in his profession, and in politics. 

" His social bi'ftin was unevenly developed, and shonld have 
been a peculiar poiiit in his character, and given eccentricity 
to the affections. He lacked local attachment ; was natorally 
inclined to travel, and loved the variety and excitement which 
new places and scenes presented. Ho had not consistent and 
permanent love, nor was he nnifurmly interested in children, 
■s such ; and thougli sons would excite his ambition, a beau- 
tiful daughter would awaken far more affection. He had bat 
little Adhesiveness; was not a permanent friend, and nonid 
not be relied upon in this respect. He may have been ardent 
and siDcerc for the time being, but change of scene and so- 
ciety would equally afiect his attachments, unless they wer« 
fortified by other considerations. Hia attachments were mor# 
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extended and inflitcnccd by ambilion, than confiding and do- 
mestic itt their character. 

"His Amativeness was very large, and very sharply deveV 
oped in llie head, indicating gieat intensity, powei-, and wv 
tivity. This must have been one of the leading features of his 
oharocter. The relationship between hia mind and woman) 
the power ho exerted over her, and the intent) passion he 
manifeated for her, are in strict harmony with hia organic^- 
tion. The love-passion was inordinate, which, connected with 
his other peanliar qualities, must have given him a winning 
power and captivating influenco over woman seldom equaled. 
Willi his very high tone of organization, he was not so likely 
to become vulgar and gross in this feeling so as to yield to the 
lower forms of its gralifi cation, as would one of a coarser or- 
ganization with the same development of Amativeness. He 
would always be the gentleman, and seek associates among 
the cultivated and refined. With the exception of the exceia 
of thiri faculty, and that of Dcstructivoness, and the weaknen 
of Conscicntiousncsa and Cantiotisncss, hia organization wu 
comparatively unexceptionable ; and, but for these defects, he 
might have been one uf the most brilliant charaotei's that ever 
figuied in the pages of American history. Seldom do we find 
BO much eiecutivenoss, ambition, manliness, strength of pur- 
pose, intuition of mind, natural eloquence, polite address, and 
ability completely to magnetize and captivate others, as hi» 
organization indicates." 

Thus, the phrenologist. 

Add, mentally, to his statement, that Aaron Burr was left 
an orphan in his infancy ; that he was biought up by a wotl- 
intentioned, severe, ungenial Puritanic relative ; that he 
was reared in & religion which did not engage his aflectiona, 
nor satisfy his intellect, and which, therefore, did less than 
nothing for his moral nature; that he was edunated in the 
Voltairian, Chesterfieldian period, so quickening to the Intel 
lect, BO lulling to the conscience ; and that his early military 
career kept in the most vigorous exercise, for four or five yeara, 
all the strong executive points of his character, and lofl in 
comparative inaction those pnidential and higher mo>-al qm^ 
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ities nliich laost needed strengthening. Consider, too, how 
the ci re urn stances of Iiis life seemed to compel him to be 
dvnya ffii>l"ff, so that, at last, he appeared to have quite lost 
the power of diifcnminatlng between the hisury of generosity 
sod the duly of honesty. And then, think, how bitterly and 
long he e)£|iiated liis eirors, and liow loftily he bore his mi* 
fortunes, nnd how stipcrior he ever was to the wenkncsa of 
■elf-vindication, and how many worac men than he have been 
borne triumphantly along to the close of their lives, and Ibl- 
lowed to the grave by the acclamations of a nation. 

To judge this raun, to decide how far he was unfortunate, 
and how far guilty ; how much we ought to pity, and how 
much to blame him — is a task beyond my powers. And what 
Docasifin is there for judging him, or for judging any one? 
We all know that liiii life was an nnhappy failure. Ue failed 
to gain the small honorit at which he aimed ; ho failed to live 
a life worthy of his opportunities ; he failed to achieve a char- 
acter worthy of his powers. It was a gi'eat, great pity. And 
any one is to be jniied who, in thinking of it, has any other 
feelings than those of compassion — compassion for the man 
whose life was so much less a blessing to him than it might 
have been, and compassion for the country, which after pro- 
ducing M) rare and excellent a kind of man, lost a great part 
of the good he might have done her. 

The great eri'or of his career, as before remarked, was hia 
tarning politician. He was too good for a politiuinn, and not 
great enough for a statesman. If he had been brought up 
wisely, and then subjected to a hard early experience of pov- 
erty and toil, he might have acquired that moral quality 
which, in connection with his keen, ready intellect, and hii 
tremendous pro]»elUng power, would have made him the great- 
est teacher of the young, that, perhaps, ever existed. Nature 
meant him for that. In tho present condition of the school- 
master's craft, degraded and paralyzed as it is by its connex- 
ion with the State, drawing its support from the people in the 
odious Ibrm of a tax, reducing a teacher to the level of a com- 
mon office-holder, and making him tho hireling of ignorant, or 
narrow or dissolute trnaCees — it seems ridiculous to say of 
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tny man tlint lie mi<;ht have been a groat and brilliant in> 
■tnictor of yoiitii ! Yet tliat was preciiwiy tho vocation of all 
oihcra ihat Anron Eiirr would have excelled in, and would 
have chosun, il* ho liad been as good, as lie n-ns auute, tind, 
and onergelio. He would li.ivo founded a school that would ■ 
have done as much for the enliglitenmenl of Man aa Prince- 
ton has done for the advancement of a Si'ct. 

As it wns, lie did ilie Slate some service, though they know 
it not. By buing llio first to tiii-n to practical account the in. 
hcrenl weakness of our Constitution, by teaching the Demo- 
cratic Party how to carry elections, by tho invention of Fili- 
bustering, by giving tlie counli'y and Gencrnl Jnokson a taste 
ibr Bonth-weatern ncqniidtion, thus marshaling events the way 
that they would go, he, at least, accelerated the history of his 
country. In the wrong direction, you will say; true, bat it 
was the direction in which the country was destined to go, 
and go as far as ihc road led. 

His dnel with Hamilton had the effect, finally, of rendering 
the practice of dueling entirely odious in the northei-n States. 
That w.as a benefit. In snflTering the consequences of that af- 
fair, he simply expiated the Bins of his generation, and the ex- 
piatiou fell, not unjustly, npon him. I/e ought to havo knoirii 
better, and, knowing better, he had the fortitude to bear the 
aaoSn of cowards. He was, upon the whole, I atn inclined to 
think, a better man than Hamilton ; ami it was well ordered, 
that by being the survivor, he should have had the toorst of 
the cncotintcr. 

It is to he said in praise of Bnrr, that in tho various offices 
held by him, he acquitted himself well. He was an indefati* 
gable and useful Senator ; a Vice-President of ideal excellence. 
If he had been elevated a step hiirhcr, his Washingtonian 
habit of taking the best adrice before finally deciding upon an 
important measure, would have prevented his making aerions 
mistakes. He would have been a good Pn.-sidenl, Instead 
of plundering the treasury of his country ta Hamilton pre- 
dicted, he would havo been more likely to spend twice his in- 
come in Bupporting the " dignity" of the office, and to have 
passed from the White House to the court of bankruptcy. 



If hia expedition had Koccecded, it w&a in him, I think, M 
□ avc run .1 career in Spanish Americn similar to tliat of Napo> 
leoii in Europe. Like Napoleon, he would have been one of 
the most amiable of despots, and one of the most destruotive. 
Liko Kapoleon, he wonld have been sure, at last, to Imve been 
overwhelmed in a prodigious ruin. Like Napoleon, he would 
have been idolized and execrated. Like Napoleon, ho would 
have had his half dozen fnenda to go with him to bis St. Helena. 
Like Napoleon, he would have jiistilied to the lost, with th« 
utmoat siDceilty, nearly every action of his life. 

We live in a better day than he did. Nearly every thing n 
better now in the United States than it was li(ly years ago, 
and a much larger proportion of the people possess the meani 
of enjoying and improving life. If some evils are more obvi- 
uus and rampant than they were, they are also better known, 
and the remedy is neaier. Every one begins to ace, with 
more or less clearness, that the publio buainesa can never be 
well done until it is done npon the principlea which make prf. 
/ate business aafe and profitable. The spectacle of an intelli- 
gent community throwing ilaelf, every few months, into a vio- 
lent, expensive, and dcmoralinng agitation of the qacstion 
Wlio sliall keep the public books ? is felt to be irrational and 
ridicidous. By degrees, the truth becomes apparent that the 
thing to be done is to take all the offices out of politics, and to 
Introduce into all branches of the public service the principle* 
pf pei'manence and promotion for merit alone, upon which the 
people conduct thetr own aSairs, and without which no pri> 
vate establishment could exist. 

Polilica, apart from the pursuit of office, have again become 
real and interesting, 'Oie isaue is distinct and important 
enough to justify the intense concern of a nation. To a yomig 
man coming upon the stage of life with the opportimitiea of 
Aaron Burr, a glorious and genuine political career ia possible. 
The dainty keeping aloof from the discussion of public a&ira, 
which has been the fashion until lately, will not again find 
favor with any but the very stupid, for a long lime to come. 
The intellect of the United States, once roused to the considec 
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iition of political questions, will doabtless be foand competeDt 
to the work demanded of it. 

Tlie career of Aaron Burr can never bo repeated in the 
United States. That of itself is a proof of progress. The 
game of politics which he played is left, in these better days, 
to far infenor men, and the moral license which ho and Ham- 
ilton permitted themselves is not known in the circles they 
frequented. But the graver errors, the radical vices, of both 
men belong to human nature, and will always eiust to be 
ihunncd and battled 
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, CURIOUS POLITICAL BETELATIOK. 



The fidelity of Burr to his iratncdistG comtados and sdhcrcnte 
was returned by an equal fidelity on their pavt to his Jhlleo 
fortunes. As late as 1800, two years after tho fatal duel, the 
"Eurrites" ivcrc Still so considerable a party in tho State of 
New Yort, that tho Cliiitonians thought it vroitb their while 
to open a negotiation with them for n restoration of harmony 
in the republican paity. That Do Witt Clinton himself Civ- 
orcd this negotiation is certain ; though, whether ho nano 
tioucd tho proposal for tho rctiira of Col. Burr to New York, 
and his restoration to his fonncr position in the republican 
party, ivill always bo doubted by the admirers of Clinton. 
TIio cvidenec relating to the negotiation is, of course, flatly 
contradictory. I shall, therefore, give a brief account of It in 
tho language of tho loading persons couccnied, as pi'intcd in 
tho Icttei-s of " Marcus " and " Philo-Cato," collected and pub- 
lished in a pamphlet in 1810. 

March 31st, ISOO, Col. John Swaitwout, Bun^'s strenuous 
;md unwavering friend to the last, published a statement re- 
specting tho negotiation, of which tho following is tho matciiol 
portion : 

" In tho latter part of December (1805), a gentleman of re- 
spectability informed me, that tho leaders of the Clmton party 
evbccd .T solicitude for a reconciliation with the Bnn'ites. 
About the same time, Mr. McKccn gave similar information 
to myself and other gentlemen, observing that General Bailey 
uid other persona 4 equal stoadiog in the party, had conversed 
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with Mm on tbc subject, aod that the General ^tished an in- 
t«rcourso iviih mc. I replied that I was In the habit of fam- 
iliar intercoui-sc with that gentleman, and if he desired to sco 
me I could always be found. On the fifth of January (lEjOO), 
I received a note from Gen. Bailey, requesting to ece me in 
the evening. I accordingly waited on him, wlien he soon in- 
troduced the subject of a union of parties. I remarked that 
two points must be clearly nndcrstood before I could enter 
u]>on sucli convei-saiious. Firs!, that the friends of C'ol. BiUT 
would never consent to abandon him ; that, on poillical snb- 
jectB, /tin fiicnda wcro their friends, and Aw enemies Ikctr en- 
emies. He answered that nothing of the kind was expected. 
Secondlij, Do yon act from authority, or simply as an indi^'i- 
dual? To be i>lain. Gen. Bailey, do these propositions come 
from Mr. Do Witt Clmton, who b esteemed the chief of yoor 
party, or from yourself merely ? Ho answered, they come 
from Mr. Clinton, who is desu-ous to meet 30U and yonr 
fiicnds ; to bnry past animosities, and to re-unite on fail- and 
honorable tcnns. Subsequent to this convei-sation, I met the 
General witii other gentlemen of respectable etanding in his 
party ; and by his proposition in behalf of Mr. Do Witt Clin- 
ton, /lad an intervieio teilh thai gentleman at General Saileifi 
house. 

*' The particulars of those meetings I do not think necessary 
to repeat; I must, however, declare, that the exclusion of Mr. 
SitTTXDoanetxr in the remolesl idea nuggesled by any ffcntleman 
of the Clinton parti/ with wliom Iconversed. On the contrary, 
whenever his name was mentioned, it was in tci-ms of the 
highest respect. Great solicitudo was manifested, tbat the &nit 
of Mr. Burr against the editor of tbo American Citizen should 
be discontinued. I observed, that none of Col. Burr's friends 
had such authority ; and expressed a confidence, that the re- 
sult of the suit would fully establish to the world hia inno- 
cenco of the charges exhibited against h'un. 

" I will merely add, that in this negotiation, I explidtly 
understood the Burrilcs to bo recognized as a distinct party, 
or rather, a distinct section of the republican party, and the 
remnion to talis place on terms of entire equality. No «y 
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mngcments were made or contemplated but such as, in my 
opinion, wave honorable to iho Buit party, and not disbonor- 
iiblc to tbo Clintouians." 

To this statement I add ono of tbo letters of "Marcus," giv- 
in-^ the tenns of the proposed union, all of which were after- 
wards swom to by Matthew L, Davis, and testified to by CoL 
Swartwout and Mr. Peter Irvin-:. Tbo letters of ilarcus were 
nddi-cased to Do Witt Clioton. Tho foUowmg is tho thii'd <rf 
the series : 



"To De Wnr Cliston, Esq.— Sir: On tho lltb of 
Jiumary (1800), aa you well Itnoiv, the tenns of union between 
Borrism and Clintonianism were concladed, nnd they were 
09 follows : 

"Firnt — That Col. Burr should be rceognizcd by the union 
party as a i-epublicau. 

" Secondly — That the editor of the American VitUen should 
desist £i-om all attacks upon him or bis friends ; that be should 
advocate tho uniou, if it became necessary, in lii^ paper; and 
that be should not dclcnd the Burritcs as returning to ropub- 
lioon piinciplcs, they persisting that they had uevci' aboodoned 
tbom. 

" Thirdly — That tho frienda of Col. Burr, as it i-cspected 
appointments to offices of honour or profit throughout the 
State, should bo phced on tbo same footing as tho most fav- 
oured Clintonians; and that their Burrism should norer be 
urged as an objection to their filling those offices. 

" Fonrthhj — That at the approaching election in April, the 
Burrites shouid have a portion of at least ono third of tho re- 
presentatives of the city and county of Now York iu the State 
legislature. 

" Fifthly— ThsX De Witt Clinton should see that they {the 
Burrites) wero accommodated to any reasonable amount they 
might require in tho Manhattan Bank, and that ho should ac- 
tually procure ibr an individual in the course of the next week 
oil occonunodation in said bank of at least 16,000 dollars. 

**Suob were tlwconditionsofthe anion a» concluded on the 



350 



4A80N BCRE 



morning of tho llth of January. Mr. Swarfwont having r& 
ported the result of hia negotiations, it was their opinion that 
Geu. Bailey ought to rej>cat them to boiuc other fiiond of Col. 
Burr, Tho General wns noticed of this circumstance, and 
cheerfully assented. Accordingly, on Iho same day, about 
one o'cloclt, Mr. Mat. L. Davis accompanied Mr. Swartwout, ■ 
by appointment, to tlie house of Gen. Bailey, where, in the 
presence of these two gentlemen lie repeated tlic above terms 
na tlic basis of a reconciliation. 

"On Monday, the 13th of January, tho Manhattan Bank, in 
pursuance of ibc ahoic arrangement, discounted, for tho ao- 
oommodation of a distinguished Buivilo (Col. John Swart- 
wout) a note of nine thousand dollai-s ; and on Tiinrsday, the 
ICth, another note of nine thousand doUai-s, for the accommo- 
dation of the same person, maldng the eighteen thousand dol- 
lant Etipnlatcd for in the fifth article. 

"Other friends of Col. Bnrr wore accommodated with 
firaaller, btit very considerable sums, who could not jircvionsly 
obtain one cent from the coScrs of that institution. 

"Having stated the facts to the 10th of January, with yonr 
permission, oir, I will make the application. If Gen. Bailey 
was not your authorized agent, acting with your knowledge 
and approbation, how did it happen, eir, that he should under- 
take to pledge tho funds of tho M3nh.attan Bank, of which he 
was not a director, for the accommodation of Mr. Burr's 
friends, to the amount of thousands of dollare ; anil that thcso 
pramisos should bo faithfully poHbrraed ? How did it happen, 
eir, that the General should, on tho lltli of January, agree 
that a loan should be affecVed by tliat bank on the I3th for 
0,000 dollars, and another loan on tho 18th for an equal sum, 
and yet not bo acting under your authority ? But it does not 
Stop here. The General pledged himself that you should pi-o- 
cure discounts for other fiicnds of Col. Burr, and they also 
were fui-nished in various instances, and it is believed, in evoiy 
instance, applied for previous to the ruptni-e. I repeat it; let 
it be recollected. Gen. iJailcy wm not a director of that bonk. 
He had no control over its funds. You were a director; and 
you IwQ your puppets there that you move w you pleavo 
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ITic conetnsion is irresistible. Gen. Bailey must have acted 
by j'oar autliovily ; and the man who asserts n contrary posi- 
tion, must iitaiKt co.'ivicted as a tnavc or a fool. 

"Ono observation more find I close thia number. If the facts 
which I have detailed respecting your directorship arc un- 
founded, tliey are susceptible of refutation. The boolcs of that 
institution arc at yotir command. The Vice President of the 
company, Jnmcs Ardcn, ia of all tools the most contemptible. 
ProcHi-o his cortiflc.ito to the contrary. I have stated the pr&- 
CISC days of the iveek and of the mouth, and it ivould require 
but vciy little labonr to make the reference; but lliis I Imow 
■will no\'ei- be done ; for they avo unaoaivorable tmths which 
I have rcbtod. 

" Having established that Gen. Bailey was yonr authorized 
sgent, I proceed to show yom- duplicity towards your own 
party, and yonr jicrlidy towards the fiiends of Colonel Burr. 
Lot those nieu designated Clintonians, particularly in the city 
of New Yorl;, catcfiilly pcmso my next publication, and if 
they retain ono atom of landiblo piidc, ono ray of eelf-impor- 
taneo, if itiey are not sunk and debased beneath the native 
dignity of raan, they will spuni your future confidence, and 
no longer remain tho miserable automatons of a treacherous 
chiefs Mahcus." 



In a subsequent epistle, Marcus relates that the nuion of the 
JJurrites and Clintonians was cemented by a supper in the 
botisc of Gen. Bailey: "At the appointed hour," says Marcus, 
Col. Swartwoul, Mr. M. L. Davis, and Peter Irving attended. 
Shortly after they wore seated, Mr. Clinton's name was an- 
nounced, lie entered tho room, to tho astonishment of the 
congregated Burrites, accompaniod by Eseldel Bobbins. This 
gentleman was conspicuous as an advocate of Col, Buit ; but 
be had not been apprized by his friends of the reconciliation ; 
they were, therefore, emban'assed. After a few minutes pause, 
Mr. Cliuton explained. He stated that ho had considered it 
his duty to call on Mr. Bobbins, and to inform him of the 
bappj ten^atioQ of the contest between ' two aecliont tfOti 
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repuUtca7i parly ;' that, at his request, Mr. Robins had ie> 
companicd him home, from whence he had conrcyecl liira in 
hia (Mr, Clioton's) carriago to the house of Gen. Bailoy. Such, 
«ir, was your zeal at the commencement of the celebrated 
union to convene the filends of Coloool Burr, and to meet 
them." 

The writer fiutber stated that the American Citizen, edited 
by Cheotham, which had for five years previons been in the 
almost daily practice of denouncing or ridiculing Col. Boir, 
and his adhcrcDtfl now suddenly ceased to do so, and began 
to commend the Biurites. " No sooner," aays Marcus, " wu 
the alliance formed, than these men were complimented and 
panegyrized for their eminent services as republicans, aod 
their inSexible attachment to their friend." 

Marcus adds that Do Witt Clinton, in a very short period, 
denied and denounced the alliance which he had seemed to 
fayor or promote. 

AAer tho publication of the letters of Marcus in a Pon^- 
kecpsic newspaper, in January, 1807, De Witt Clinton pub- 
lished tho following denial in tho "Albany, Register Extraor- 
dinary;" 

"A nefarioug libel, xmAcr the signature of Alareus, haTin^ 
been recently printed at Poughkeepaie, and industriously cir- 
culated in the Boiithom parts of the State, with a riew of 
wounding my feelings, and exciting unjust prejudices against 
me, I have directed prosocutions to be immediately insti- 
tuted against the authors and publishers, and I pledge myself 
to ray friends, that a judicial investigation will demonstrate 
tho folly, tho falsehood, and tho malice of the charges exhib- 
ited against me. 

"De Wnr Clintos. 

" Alrant, Jan. 26, 1807." 



Tliis pledge was not redeemed. Suits w. 
against Matthew L. Davis, the author of tho Alarcus letters, 
and over/ offort was made by the Bonites to bring the nu^ 
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ler to an issne immediatGly. Ciinton excused bimeelffrom 
goiiig into court on the eve of the electioD, and, in fact, never 
showed any earnestness in prosecuting the afiUir, and it waa 
finally given up, Jlr. Davis' circumstantial statement in reply 
to the charge, remains on the records of the Snpreme Court, 
supported in all material points by the solemn declarations of 
John Swartwout and Peter Irving. 

The whole truth respecting (he proposed alliance between 
the Burrites and Clintonians, it is now too late probably to 
obtain. It is not credible, as before observed, that De Witt 
Clinton ever vieanC to iavor the restoration of Aaron Burr to 
power and influence in the State of New Tork. How far he 
seemed to do so is shown in the extracts I have given. The 
real wish of the Clintonians, doubtless, was to gain over the 
Barrites, without assuming any share of the unpopularity of 
their exiled leader, AH the Burrites, except Burr, would have 
been welcomed heartily enough by De Witt Clinton, Besides 
the odium that rested on Uie name of Burr, Clinton would 
have had to encounter in Burr a colleague aa nnmanageaUa 
as be was skilled in managing. 



I 



NATUEE AND TERMS OF THE CONNEOTIOIT BETWEEN BPEE, 
BLENHERnASSETT. AND ALSTON.— BnKB'S BEAL OBJECT. 



Toe recent publication of the Blonncrhassett Papers, by 
Mr. William II- Safibrd, throws light upon the Mexican scheme 
of Burr, and affords all the additional information on that anb- 
jeot we are likely to receive. The volume consists chiefly ot 
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the corruspondenPe and diary of Blonnerhassett, inclDdiB|f 
■OAny letters and documents never before given to the world. 
Thef-e Pipers appear to establish or confirm tho following 
Stcts: 

Burr's oltimato object waa the throne of Mexico. 

His preliminary object was tho seizure and organtaation of 
Texas, from which he was to Advance npon iSIexico. 

The purchase of the Bastrop lands on the Washita river waa 
effected thnt be might have the means of immediately reward* 
ing his followers, and of affording them a permanent i-oodea- 
vouB in case tho main sohemc were delayed. If the Echeme 
proved abortive, those lands might be a sufficient comiiensA- 
tion for tho disappointed adventurers. In any case, the pui^ 
obase served to veil the real object. 

There is no evidonoe at all in these Papers that Burr meant 
to sever the Wesieni Stales from the Union, or desired to do 
BO, nor that he intended to seize Now Orleans or any proper^ 
In it. 

Tho means relied upon by Burr for effecting his objeot. 
were, 1. the concurrence and aid of the British goveminent; 
2. Money raisod in the Eastern States among relations and 
friends ; 3. the credit of Joseph Alston, his son-in-law, worth 
a million dollars, but temporarily embarrassed by the failure 
of crops ; 4. Gen. Wilkinson and his troops, who were to in- 
vade Texas and bring on hostilities ; 5. A host of young ad- 
venturers from Kew York, South Carolina, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, Tennessee, Kentucky, and New Orleans, of whom, 
perhaps, five hundred were prepared to start at tho signal, 
and a thousand more were willing to follow if they were pro- 
vided with the mean?; 6, the priests of Texas and Mexico 
who were dissatisfied with the political situation in tboae 
countries, and were disposed, as Burr thought, to give him 
their countenance and aid — as they have since done to Louis 
Napoleon. 

The distribution of honors and places in the conqnered 
state appears to have been agreed upon : Aaron I., emperor. 
Joseph Alston, chief of the grandees, and, perhaps, sooretary 
rf state. Tbeodoeia, chief lady uf the court and prinoew 
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inolhoi of the hdr-prcsumptive. Aaron Burr Alston, li^N 
preeumptive. Wilkinson, general -io -chief of the armj, and 
"second to none but Burr." Blonnerhassetl, minister to the 
court of St. James. Truxton (perhaps) lord high admiral of 
the fleet. 

In snoh eiterprises the grand difficulty ia to raise the 
money indispunBable to the starting of them: for the men 
who nm wlUing to stake their all upon the issue have, usually, 
not much to stake. Burr was a bauki'tipt, Blennerhassett had 
expended sixty thousLtad dollars upon his island, and had not 
capital enough leil either to work his land or live in his house. 
Before he over saw Aaron Burr, ho had been trying to sell 
and to lenl his island, and meant to attempt to practice at th« 
bar, or go into business. When the Mexican project waa 
proposed to him, ho jumj>ed at it with the greatest avidity, 
but he had no available funds to invest. The few thousand 
dollars (not more than eight thousand in all) which he coo- 
trived to i-aiso, he had to borrow. Alston gave him a verbal 
assurance, that, whatever might be the result of the entei^ 
prise, he should not he a loser by it. Alston told hiin that 
hift estates in South Carolina were worth two hundred thoa- 
sand guineas, and that he was wiiiing to pledge the whole of 
it to the fulfilment of his engagement. The Papers show 
that Col. Alston did all in his power to make his promise 
good, tic was prevented from immediately doing so by the 
Btilure of bis crops, and by the embargo, which destroyed 
the market for rice. There was a period of five or six yean 
during which rice plantations could neither ho worked to a^ 
vaiitage, nor sold, nor mortgaged. There is every reason to 
suppose, that Alston was a man of honor, and that he faced 
the consequences of his adventure boldly and handsomely. 
His entire loss in the affair appears to have been not less then 
fifty thousand dollars, lie finally paid Blennerhassett a sum, 
which, it could bo demonstrated, covered the loss he had sna- 
tained by his connection with tho enterprise. 

Tho defcciiou of Wilkinson caused the explosion of the 
bfhonie. After the explosion, Alston wrote a public letter to 
tlw Governor of Sondt Carolina, declaring hU ignoraooe of 
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any design on tho part of Lis father-in-law to attempt any- 
thing hostile to the United States. That letter was as follows: 

JosEPa Alstos to Chables Pinckney, Gotehnob o» 
South Caroldja. 

Oaks, Fobrant; 6, 1607. 
Deak Sik : — I have received and read tho President's Mes- 
eagc wUli deep mortification and concern ; but the letter an- 
nexed to it, stated to be a comtnumcalion in cyphers from CoL 
Burr to Gen. Wilkinson, excites my unfeigned aatonisbment. 
I solemnly avow tliat, when that letter was written, I had 
never heard, dii-ectly or indirectly, from Col. Burr, or any 
other person, of the meditated attack on New Orleans; nor 
had I any more reason to siwpect an attack on that place, or 
any other part of the United States, than I have at this moat- 
ent to suspect that our militia will be fortwith ordered on an 
expedition against QibraUar. On the other hand, I bad long, 
had strong grounds for believing that Col. Bnrr was engaged 
by other objects, of a very different nature from those attri- 
bnted to him, and which I confess the best sentiments of my 
heart approved. I need not add that those objects involved 
not the interests of my country. Without adverting to that 
integrity of principle, which even my enemies, I trust, have 
allowed mc, can it be supposed that a man situated as I am — 
descended from a family which has never known dishonor, 
happy in the affection and esteem of a large number of rela- 
tions and friends, possessed of ample foitime, and standing 
high in the confidence of bis fellow-citizens — could harbor, for 
an instant, a thought injurious to the country which was the 
Bceno of those blessings ? Tho supposition would bo mon- 
strous. No, sir ; it was but a short period before the impre»- 
sion became general, that apprehended the poanibUUy of Mr. 
Burr's intentions being hostile to tho Union ; and the moment 
which gave birih to that apprehension, gave birth to the reso- 
lution which became a citizen. I confess, however, there are 
times even now, when, in spite of the strong fiicts which have 
been exhibited, I am almost inclined to believe my suspicions 
bjnrioos. Whatever may be thought of the heart of Ifr- 
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Burr, his talenta aro great beyond question, and to reconcile 
with such talents, the chimerical project of dismembering the 
TTnion, or wresting from it any part of its Territory, is diffi 
cult indeed. I traveled through a part of the western coiin 
try, during the last summer, and have no hesitation in saying, 
thit cither of those projects would have been as rouch reprob- 
ated there as in the Atlantic States. With respect, however, 
to tlis communication aoncxcd to the President's Message, 
which occasions you the trouble of this letter : after my Eolemii 
assurances to you that I had never given Col, Burr, or any 
other person, the smaliest reason to imagine that I could be 
induced to engage in any project against my country, it would 
be infinitely satisfactory to me, could I explain to you, with 
the same certainly, the motiix which led Inni to introduce my 
name as he did. But here, imfortunatcly, all is conjecture. 
Two motives only surest themselves. Ho imagined, perhaps 
— which, by the way, he baa no right to do — that his infinenoe 
would be sufficiently great to induce my assent, nn<i thought, 
therefore, he might as well consider it already obtained; or, 
which is more probable, he might have imagined, that by the 
apoarent concert of a number qfjiersons from different Slatet 
a stronger impression would b<i made on hig correspondent. 
CouMderable efect, too, was, no doubt, anticipated by Mr. 
Bnrr's discernment from the perfect self-confidence whidi 
wc'ild have been manifested by his taking with liim his 
da'iifdcr, receiving my cooperation, and thus embarking in 
tho rchemo the fortunes of his inthnt ifrandson, the only i-ola- 
tivc, except his daughter, that lie has. But whatever the 
vwtivt which drew from Col, Burr tlio expressions contained 
in tbi 1 letter to Gen. Wilkinson, /acte, inconlrovertiUe /acts, 
prove that he had no authority for making them. His daugh- 
ter did vol go mfJi him ; the navy of the United States is bIHI 
faithful 'o its dvly ; Commodore Truxton, I am told, at the 
very mon<eut he was said to have gone to the West Indies, 
VMM in P/ii'adelphia, which I know not whether he has over 
left; and I, i-wtcid of following with a corps of worthies, am 
fkoio at iny usval j •■stdence, where I have been ever since the ad- 
journment of tha f/C.^'^slf'vrf ,Teat ibly directing the plowing 
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of my rice-fiolda, and preparing my lands for the ensoing orofk 
lUs is conclusive. A conspirntor against tfae happinesa and 
UbenicH of his country would have been, at this moment, very 
differently employed. Conspirator I tho blood bums my 
cheek as I write the word. But I meant to confine myself 
rimply to the disavowal I have made yon, of a single action 
or vord hostile to my country. To feel even that disavowal 
necessary is sufficiently painful ; I have yielded, however, to 
urcumstances, and made it. My unequivocal manner of mak- 
ing it, I trust, will not leave a doubt upon one candid or hon- 
est mind. Still I am aware that the common interchange of 
good offices with a man with whom I have been long nearly 
connected, may have given rise to circumstances which, how- 
ever innocent in themselves, malignity will delight in distort- 
ing, and the illiberal among my political adversaries exalt in 
disseminating. I am aware that there will be men bam 
anongh, for you and I have, ttol long since, seen proofi of it, 
to whisper even the circumstance of my connection, by mar- 
riage, with Col. Burr, as a circumstance warranting sugpicion. 
About the opinions of su<:h men I am IndifFerent, To the 
more ingenious and better part of my fellow -citizens, of what- 
ilver sect or party, I can solemnly repeat, as I have done to 
you, sooner would I have perished than harbored a thought 
subversive of the liberties, the happiness, or the integrality of 
my country. Let me always be judged by my own acts, sod 
1 shall be satisfied. If Mr, Jeficrson or Gen. Wilkinson ey«r 
find anything to urge agaiuHt me, let it be adduced. My r«. 
•idence is Weil known, and I shall never shrink from investi- 
gation. Nay more, presumption, whore I con not refute it by 
posiVtue proof, shall be received as good evidence, and the 
■lightest auirpicvm which I can not salisfactorily explain, shiU 
be admitted as guilt. 

I remain, my dear sir, with much respect and regard, 
Yours always, Joseph Ausrov. 

Cot. Alston states in this letter that ITicodosia did not go 
with her fiithor. Alston and his wife joined Burr at Bleaner- 
hauetbi lolaad, in October, 1806, and went ta &r with Urn 
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AS Lexington, Kentucky, where, I belieye, they rem&ined 
until the defection of Wiikmson was known. It b not prob- 
able that they intended to aocompuny him in bis first dcscont 
npon TcSiia. It is not even certain that their return to South 
Carolina was hnslened by the failure of the acheme. Burr, 
it appears, was ofiendcd by Alston's letter. So was Blenner- 
faoBsett. But before the implicated parties met at Richmond 
lor the triitl, good fueling was rcstoi-cd between them. Burr 
eeems to have convinced Alston that the cipher letter upoii 
which Wilkinson based his charge of ti-cason, was falsely 
infi-preted by Wilkinson ; for we find Alston writing thua 
to Glennerhaesett, January 22, 1807 : " Col. Burr feels that he 
ban not the Binallest grounds of resentment against mo ; he is 
perfectly satisfied; nor does there exist a shadow of that 
animosity between ns that you deprecate. The fact is, from 
not liaving a view of the whole ground, yon have judged 
precipitately and erroneously of my error, in giving faith to 
tfao lottor attributed to Col. Burr by Gen. Wilkinson, I have 
long been satisfied from several quarters. Nothing but thft 
shape, apparently so unquestionable, in which it oame, could 
have gained it credit with me for a moment. These things, 
however, will shortly be put to rights. As soon as the trial, 
DOW pending at Richmond, is over, the event of which, I am 
persuaded, can not but be fhvorablc, Col. Burr will be willi 
as." 

At Kichniond, Blennerhassctt became eBlrnnged both from 
Burr and Alston. He wanted money immediately for the 
snpport of his family. He had advanced to Col. Burr, ac- 
cording to his own statement, $2864, and bad lost by endora- 
mg for him $4000 more, " Alston," he wrote, " is ondeavort 
iog to raise money here to meet all tlie demands, the success 
of which I shall lenrn to-day or to-morrow, but little depend 
upon. On failure of this, he, Alston, will assume the whole, 
payable one-half a year fiom next January, the remainder 
the January following, with interest. The impossibility, he 
declares, to raise money in Carolina, by sale or mortgage, 
\nd his having fewer nt-groea than his entaien requtrsy make 
llua the beat arrangement be can make ; b^t tvluoh, I £au. 
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\rill not, be accepted." And again, a few dayaaftar, "H« 
offered to assume all the demands upon me, if the creditors 
will accept one-half, payable witJi interest, nest January 
twelvemonth; the other half, etc., the January following. 
But my children's property is, and will be, irrevocably Bacii- 
Mced in the mean time," 

Ready money to satisfy Blennerhassett's claim Alston could 
not then r;usc. Blennerbassett next applied to Burr, whose 
inability to pay was complete. " I have imagined," wrote 
Blennerbassett in his diary, "a method of forcing Burr's 
exertions to raise money for me, which is the most likely to 
succeed. It is founded on the principle of effecting through 
his vanity and interest what it is now evident I should in 
vain seek throagh his justice or generosity. I will hint to 
him my ability to introduce him into the first circles in Eng- 
land, by introductory letters ; at the same time, showing liirn 
my expectations of bGcoming soon possessed of a large for- 
tune in Europe, from which, I doubt not, I shall be enabled 
to engage his best endeavors, if not his warmest interest. 
This plan I ahall put in execution to-morrow, of which I will 
not« the effect upon him. Leaving it to ripen in his medita- 
tions for a week, I Bhall then open my present distresses to 
him in detail, and present him with his account. It is a little 
painful, I own, to feel oneself obliged to bring even a bad 
man into the path of his duty by artifice. But the details of 
the manorurre, when examined, will, I trust, do me no dis- 
credit with my friends." 

Blennerbassett soon tried his sagacious mancBUTre. Burr 
having mentioned his purpose of going to Europe to renew 
hia designs upon Mexico, Blennerbassett embraced his oppor- 
tunity. " I now told him," he says, "that I had been reflect- 
ing on the application he had lately made to me for letters to 
England, to assist the better means he no doubt possessed of 
establishing hia intercouree with the best society iu that 
country. I regretted that through the fluctuations of parties 
there, I had no acquaintance with any member of the ad- 
ministration. But I had thought of three noblemen, with 
vhom I had beea at school at Westminster, and there inti- 
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mate with them all, though I had ncrer eince met ivith anj 
of them, except Lord Sackvillo, who bad risited me in Ire- 
land. To Lord S., therefore, I could write, and also to Lords 
Elgin and Com'tenay. The latter I waa very intimate with 
at school ; and the former, I presumed, from the circumstance 
of his having been not long since ambassador at the courts 
of Pctci'sburgh and Coastantinoplc, must be much respected 
by the present ministers, if not in office with them. To all 
these personages, I said, I thought I could properly address 
a mere letter of introduction, whioh if it would not of itself 
produce the end proposed, would not fwl to do so when sup- 
ported by the iippearauco he would make in London, the 
addixiss with which ho would be .is impressive there as here, 
and the distinguished I'auk he lately occupied in the American 
Government. The effect of this communication was rapture. 
The whole man was changed. With all his studied reser\-e, 
he could not restrain his transuorts, which agitated his coun- 
tenance and his movements far more than the news of a 
capital prize in the lottery conld have done. I now, after 
pausing a little, to give his reflectiana time to recover his 
usual composure, asked if he remembered a hint I had somfr 
time since g^ven him, that I entertained some expectations of 
hereoAer becoming easy in my circumstances, and perhaps 
wealthy. "Yes," he hastily replied, "very well." I then 
alluded to a communication by letter from a fiiend in Ireland, 
which I would now acquaint him with, and from which I 
might expect, if my prospects should be realized, possibly to 
meet him in those circles in Europe, into which I proposed to 
introduce him; now drawing from my pocket A. Martin's 
letter of 16th of last May, which luckily contained no other 
matter than that I wished him to see, and some political news. 
I presented it to him. He read it deliberately, over and over, 
and now beheld myself established in an influence upon bis 
fedin(f$, and a consideration from his notice, to which I am 
persuaded I bad never before possessed the least title. Hey- 
day ! behold the wrctclicd and beggared Blcnnerbassett about 
to rise out of the misery in which I have pluu^ed him, and 
bii nohappy £unily, into wealth and oonsequenoe. The hur* 
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too, of a nobleman! His nevr wealth and his dignified oDfr 
neotionn must supply me with better materials for my pp<v 
jectod spefiulations thnn all others I have hilherlo collected 
His oonnexions and his purse shall l.iy the foundation mider 
which I will again bury his credulity and rear upon it my 
aggraudiEomctit. I am persuaded all this, aud probably 
much more to the same purpose, eutered and pervaded th« 
mind of lliis arcli-financier, with the velocity of light, in an 
instant. Bo it so. Lot him outwit himself. He shall Iiave 
my letteri! to the British nohleroen, and m.iy maka hia own 
luo of them, if he will fii'st GxoDerate mo from Miller's dd' 
mand, and pay or sccui-e the balance be owes me before «« 
part. Otherwise, wo bre.ik upon a writ, and for cvrry thing 
I fear not his address in future." 

The mansuvrc did not succeed. Burr could not raise iho 
money, and, probably, did not tiy. When the trials were 
over, Burr and Blonncrhassett went to Philadelphia, where 
they both lived in considerable state, at the Alansion House, 
the moat expensive and fushiouablo hotel in the city. There, 
Blennerhassct proceeded in a manner more direct, and form- 
ally handed in his account. "Ho treated mo," reports Blea- 
norhaesett, "not as a faithful associate, rxtincd by my past 
connection with him, but rather aa an importunate creditor 
invading his leisure or bis purso with a, questionable accoont. 
The time, therefore, has fiilly arrived, at which I should de- 
termine whether I should attempt to secure upward of t~000 
for my family, or aaorifice it to an absui-d and amphihions 
character of nn associate and confidant in his views to future 
projects, without principle or object, and dostittite of ftU 
means to promote them. Under these reflections, patience 
now became exhausted, and to procrastinate any longer iiov 
appeared treason to my family. I therefore set seriously 
about the task I had allotted myself for this niommg. I 
found him alone, and had not been ten minutes with him, 
after he had discharged a shop-boy, with whom he had beeo 
trifling, I know not liow long, about some article of drum, 
before he asked mo if I had heard of Mr, Luckett's treatment 
cf himT On my UHWering in the negative, he informed me 
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Aat Ltickett hod sent a marshal to him yesterday, and oMig«d 
him to give bail to the amount of about $16,000, Luckett's 
claim, I suppose, being about halt thiit. sura. ThiB intelligence 
mortified me, as it convinced me, I had lost time. I expressed 
my concern for this new embarrassment he had experienced, 
&B it might narrow his mcann to Batiefy other claims whiob 
be did not consider questionable, like Luckett'e. He asked 
me upon this, ivhat claims I a'luded to? I said it was with 
great regret I should mention my own; namely, the amoont 
of the account I had furnishetl him with in Richmond, and 
my claim for his protested draft held by Miller, with ray in- 
dorsement for t4000, on account of which my property OD 
the Ohio had been sucrificed to four limes ihe amount. Now, 
bad you seen how ' that oy(> of his did from its lustre fly, ' 
you would have beheld a little man indeed. He was dumh 
and motionless; but he soon recovered his accustomed a1Tec> 
tation, and asked, what wns the amount of my account, do- 
clai'ing he had never looked into it since I had handed bim it 
\ said it was a small one, obviously meaning by comparison 
vitb most others ho bad settled or secured. 'A pretty gmcdl 
)ne,' he replied, 'of only about 13000;' and said, he had 
not yet examined it. This sneer, at the amount of my acconot, 
lod the questioning of its fairness, by referring it to examina- 
rton, which be ialscly said he had not given it; for ho looked 
It over thT evening I presented it at Richmond, asked & ques- 
tion or two on some of the items, which I answered, inform- 
rag him I had vouchers for most of thrm, which ho said ho 
did not want to see, and was satisfied i* was correct ; snch & 
diminution of that snavity of addresp, with which he h&d 
Mready too often diverted me from my parpose, now exhibited 
tiim a heartless swindler in the lis*- swoon of his disorder, 
And determined me to hasten niy d'jparture. 1 suppose I 
testified my feelings sufficiently by my looks and manner, 
without removing his dor.bt^ of the impression this treatment 
made upon me, by now teUing him, as I did, that my time 
and expectations were p^ihausted, and I should stay in Phila- 
delphia no longer; that I perceived he conld give DM no 
b«pM of money, whioh I did not axpeot, bat that, tbongb I 



was contented to starve mytiell', I must secure eotnethin^ fin 
my family, since I kneic he had found means in that way to 
Bccommodateeveryothercreditorwhich was all that detained 
me in town. He now pretended he had nobody he could call 
npon. I observed, I thought it very possible lie might never 
return from Europe, in which case my family must have a 
Becurity to resort to iQ this country. To this remark ho had 
the kindness to rejily, ' that when I said mj' family, I meant 
myself, and that I knew all bis friends.' ' You do,' said he, 
' Mr. Biennahassett ' — so he baa frequently pronounced m^y 
name before, when he has got beyond self-management. 
' Sii',' said I, ' I must insist upon it, I do not know all your 
friends." Upon this contradiction, he begged my pardon, 
and said he really thought, he had informed me of all who 
were his fiiends in that city." 

Finding that nothing could he got from Burr by artifice or 
remonstrance, Blennerhassett " broke with him," by brining 
a suit against bim for the amount of his claim, which &uit,aa 
well as many others, Burr eluded by bis secret flight to 
Europe. 

Col. Alston, soon after, paid Blennerhassett the sum of 
$12,500, which, it could be shown from Blennerhassctt's own 
words, was a full compensation for his losses. He was not 
satisfied, however. During Col. Burr's absence in Europe, 
he made an attempt to procure a large sum of money froni 
Col. Alston by threatening, in case he refused, to publish b 
book Id winch the full history of the Mexican Hchemc shoold 
be given. Alston was then Governor of Soutli Carolina, and 
Blennerhassett supposed that an exposure of the nature of 
his connection with Burr would bar his farther progress u a 
politician. 



BixmsEMOASBSTr TO Got. Alston. 

Li Cacdb, Port Gibson. Mis. TGOb, > 
Moreli 2d, 1811. 

Sie: — As a letter ii'om me, after so long a suspension of oar 
Qorrespondeace, will probably be as little welccnne as expected, 
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1 anticipate, on inditing it, only such attention on your part 
to its object aa your reflections may deem consonant to your 
interest. I proceed accordingly, without further preamble, to 
appi'iso yoii, tliat having long since despaired of all indemnity 
from Mr. Burr for my losses, by the confederacy in which I 
was associated with you and him, I ttount upon a partial re- 
imbursement from yoii upon grounds and motives which it is 
the object of this letter to dcvelope and to recall to your re- 
collection. Having mentioned Mr. Burr, I wish you, sir, to 
observe, tTtat I shall never more consider a reference to his 
honor, good faith, or resources in any other tight than aa a 
scandal to any man offering it who is not already sunk as low 
as himself. Yon will therefore feel, I hope, as little disposed 
to speak, at this day, of his intentions as of bis means to in- 
demnify Ilia friends. It is on yon, sir, that as regards myselii 
devolves this duty. The heroic ofler you made to co-operate 
with your person and fortune in onr common enterprise, gave 
you, in my estimation, a color of claim to that succession in 
empire you boasted you would win by bettor titles — your 
deeds of merit in oounei! or the field. For examples of these 
exploits, I anxiously invoked the season of their acbierement; 
but I confess, sir, I attached a more interesting valoe to the 
tender yon so nobly pledged of your whole property to for- 
ward and support our expedition, together with your special 
assurances to me of reimbursement for all contingent losses ot 
a pecuniary nature I might individually suffer. These con- 
siderations, sir, as they involved me on yonr responsibility, 
naturally refer me to you for the acquittal of it, and possess- 
ing such ample powers to discbarge it, I flatter myself I shall 
bo able to induce you to the full exorcise of them. To this 
end I now apprise you, that the period has arrived in which 1 
feci myself warranted to tell you, that in virtue of your oral 
and written assurances to guarantee me against all injuries to 
ray property by reason of my participation in the confederacy 
of 1800, 1 finally determined to embark with you, and have 
thereby sustained damage to the amount of $50,000, of which 
mm I now demand $15,000, payable at New Orleans or Phil- 
adelphia, in Anguat next. "Die respective euius yoo have ptud 
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slready in part discharge of your written obligation, I belM>«i 
$18,500, together with ihe $15,000 now required, will leave a 
balance of $22,500, which you may, if jou please, a^iurt 
by your ohligatton, on recoipt of which, if required, I will 
dismiss my demand against Mr. Burr by suit in Philadelphia 
Here, Elr, you perceive, is a demand institated on the guar- 
antee of the good faith of a gentleman, who cau never plead 
specially thereto but out of a court of honor. Within that 
jnrisdjotion, be must acquiesce or rely on the general issoe. 
Tour adjusting tlus affair in ibc manner proposed, I would, at 
a certain poriud of our acquaintance, have suffered no man to 
question; but the cruel, cold-blooded indifference with which 
you have so many years beheld a distressed family, in vain 
endearoring to collect some fragment of the property em- 
barked and \Frecked in the voyage you had insured, without 
acquitting the debt of your guarantee — such a demeanor, sir, 
naturally obliges me, as a further and final result of all mj 
labors and deliberations that relate to you to submit to your 
reflections, other motives of action besides those already ot 
fered. These are certainly of a character and complexion I 
regret it should be my lot to exhibit to the public. To yoo, 
however, it belongs to say whether they shall I'emaia shrouded 
within the sanctuary of your own breast, or stalk forth the 
heralds of the private treason and public perjury they will 
proclaim infillibly to the honest Democratic elcctore of South 
Carolina, who would thence remove you from the chair ol 
ttieir assembly with a. different kind of zeal ft'om that through 
which they placed you in it. Yes, sir, I submit it to your 
discretion, to keep concealed from your friends and from year 
country that led you to take part in our confederacy, whioh 
you pledged yourself to me to back with all your property, 
worth, as you stated, 200,000 guineas, to join and support us 
at Now Orleans, at the bead of 2,000 to 3,000 men, to leave 
with me, besides your oral and written guarantee of indemn- 
ity for all my losses, a private cipher, the inscrutable vehicle 
of our correspondence; afterward, to commit the shawt/ trea- 
son of deserting from your parent by affinity, and your sover- 
tign in expectattc}/ ; and then, fitially, in your leU«ra to jw 
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ernor, to vilify your father-io-law, and perpetrate an open 
peijmy by publicly denybg all privity or connection, with 
bis views or projects. Assuredly, git, a picture of this kind, 
on whicb I have oooasioually worked diu'ing the last fonr 
yoara, can nol, you must imagine, be viewed by your Deauy 
oatic friends with less horror than a death's head in a phan- 
tasmSgoria ; and yet, after all mj Inbora, I feel no wiah to ex- 
hibit it to vindicate my character in associating with Mr. Burr 
and yourself in thejudgmentof the mobility of the low people, 
or to appease tiie impotent vindictiveness of Mr. JoScrson and 
his niiserablo partisans. The fact is, I have survived all the 
labors of body and mind im{}osed upon me by the evil genius 
of JdTerson and of Burr, except the remaining one of exposing 
both. 

But I must bequeath to my children and friends a memorial 
of that honor, loyalty, and courage, to which you and I made 
our first oll'erings on jjntering into the association, but whii^ 
you did not follow with mo in the expedition ; such a remem- 
brance, containing sketches of Mr. Burr's cabinet and oorres- 
pondence with myself and other associates ; tlie history of ray 
interviews and consultations with Mr. Alston, relative to Mr- 
Burr's deagns upon New Orleans and Mexico, with ample 
references to Irfleis and other rare and original docuraontBi 
that will be lodged in Charleston or Philadelphia, for the in- 
spection of the curious, — the whole, sir, is now rea^y for the 
press, but shall not be sent away for publication until you 
shall have failed to announce your compliance with the en- 
gagements of honor hereiu required of you, by forwarding a 
credit for $15,000, payable as before metitioned, and aooom- 
paoied witli your obligation, or some other equivalent prop(V 
sal, for adjusting the balance. Now, sir, to conclude, you may 
gather from what you have read, that I hold myself bound by 
no obligations of secrecy to any one who has broken faith with 
Die, proiided the disclosure work no injury tu an innocent 
third person, Tliat you may have full notice, I have ua ob- 
jection, in apprising you of the nature and design of the pro- 
posed publication; but to give you an opportunity of keeping 
it oul of view, by discharging the debt ti honor you have oca 
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fracted, whereby, in doing an act of jaBtice, you will pre 
the necessity of my selling to tlie public that detml of in&my 
and falecbood which you should exclusively purchase; that 
your past experience of my principles and temper will guar- 
antee the fiincerity of these sentiments, and to exemplify this 
assurance, I promise you, that whether the demand I have 
made upon you be complied with or not, I will, at any*lime 
after publishing my book, which shall be suppressed or expe- 
dited by your determination, promptly attend to auy call you 
may think proper to make upon me. 

I have to add,tliat I have no doubt of my book's prododng 
tlOjOOO, if yon do not think ])ropcr to prevent its appearance. 
Should you decide in the uegntive, you may rest assured I 
shall not, to kivc the trouble of smellinff, abandon the ore I 
have ertracted, with such expense of time and labor fi-ora the 
mines, both dark and deep, not, indeed, of Ucxico, but of 
Alston, Jefierson, and Burr. I send, besides the original, a 
duplicate and triplicate of this letter ; namely, ono directed to 
Columbia, one to Charleston, and the ihird to Georgetown. 
This is done with a view, by lessening the chances of my let- 
ters miscarrying, to expedite your answer, for which I shall 
wait double Che time necessary to bring it to me in the regular 
course o^ the mdle. 

I am, sir, your roost obedient servant, 

Harmam Blennekhassett. 



This letter excited the disgust and the contempt of tha 
Governor and his wife. No answer was returned to it, but 
Blennerhassett did not execute his threat. Still nusatisfied, 
the imfortunate man, after the return of Col. Burr from £uropo, 
made another attempt upon the fears of the Burrites. He 
wrote to Bun-, offering to relinquish his suit against him, and 
withhold his threatened book, if the remainder of his claim 
should be paid. 

" My losses," he wrote, " Gov. Alston may have stated to 
you, I estimate at $50,000, of which his Excellency has al- 
ready reimbursed, I believe $12,600, and it is very probable 
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Dotbiog short of Ibe pjibliccition of my book, Iiitherto postponed 
only by sickness, will bring mo any part of the balance so 
long sought in vain from his honor and engagementB. Hia 
weli-earncd election to the chief execnlive office of hia State, 
and your return fi'om Enrope, will, however, now render the 
publication more effective than it would have been prior to 
these events, and it will be expedited within three months fi'om 
this date, if all other means of indemnity iail within that period. 
I would fitill agree to accept from any other source (15,000, 
in lieu of the balance I claim of t37,500, and, of course, 
withhold the book, which is entitled, ' A Review of the Pro- 
jects and Intrigues of Aaron Burr, during the years 1805-6-7, 
including tbereio, as parties or privies, Thos. Jeflerson, Albert 
Gfillatin, Dr. Euslis, Gov, Alston, Dan. Clark, Generals Wil- 
kinson, Dearborn, Harrison, Jackson, and Smith, and the lute 

Spanish Ambassador, , exhibiting original documents 

and correspondence hitherto unpublished, compiled from the 
notes and private journal, kept during the above period by 
H. Bleunerhas&ett, LL. B.;' with this motto, which will find 
applicability in every page in the book: ' It is only the Fbil- 
oeuplier who knows how to mark the boundary between cel^ 
brify and greatness.' 

•' You will now, sir, I hope, perceive distinctly upon what 
terms I would execute a general acquittance to Gov. Alston 
ud yourself. I have long since abandoned every chance (rf 
reimbursement from either of you, unless I should succeed in 
forcing the object through the alarms of his Excellency, or 
the fears and interest of other characters." 

Whether Burr took any notice of this letter, docs not ap- 
pear. Blennerhassctt, soon after, went to Ireland, where he 
passed the residue of his days in tolerable comfort on the 
bounty of his relations. His book never appeared. Mr, Saf- 
fbrd, however, by the publication of the " Papers," on which 
it waa to be based, has now given the world all the infomut 
don which Blenncihassett himself possessed. I^either Bun 
DOr Alston could have been hai^ned by any disclosures whic^ 
is was in the power of Blennerhassett to make. 
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As ad^tioDal it«in of some interest we hear from the Bleu- 
oerhassctt Papers. At Richmond, Samuel Swartwout, Burr's 
coDfidcnttu] messenger and factotum, chailengcd Gen. Wil- 
kineon to mortal combat, Wilkinson replied, that " ho held 
no correspondence with traitors or conspirators." Where- 
npon, Mr. Stvartwont published the following letter in the 
Virginia OaieUe: 

"To His ExcELtEScr Brigadieb-Genebal Jakes Wit 
KIN80N. Sir : — When once the chain of infamy j^rapples to a 
knave, every new link creates a fl'csh sensation of detestation 
and horror. As it gradually or precipitately unfolds itael^ 
we behold in each succeeding connection, and arisingfrom Uie 
same corrupt and contaminated source, the same base and de. 
generate conduct. I could not have supposed that you would 
have completed the catalogue of your cnmea by adding to 
the gniJt of Irearherij, forgery, and perjury^ the accomplish- 
ment of cowardice. But every succeeding day presents yon 
in a new light to the public, and plunges you still deeper in 
crime aud ignominy. Having tailed in two different attempts 
to procure an interview with you, such as no gentleman of 
honor could refuse, I have only to pronounce and publish yon 
to the world as a coward and poltroon. One word more be- 
fore I take my leave. This is a critical moment in the life of 
your Excellency. Tour reputation is gone for ever, and your 
life totters on the vei^ of dissolutiuu. As yon can not pre- 
tend to the esteem of any man living, you should have sought 
s momentswT reputation in the applause of even your enemies. 
You should have been brave, and died liks a man. Your en- 
emies would then have forgotu,* the wrongs yonhaddrao 
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them. Yonr country wonld have been appeased, nnd ovet 
•Tuffos forgiven. You should have considered that there ii 
3 smflll merit in even a villain's bravery j it was all you 
were supposed to posBcxs this side of the grave. You Ehonld 
have made much of it; it might have served to wipe away 
Bomo portion of the stata which your treachery and turpituds 
have fixed npon your character. 

"8. SWAKTIVOOT. 

'•RicmcoiiD, October 21, 1807." 



IfASHIVQTON IRTINO AT BtJBE'S TBIAL. 

It is mentioned (p. 308 of vol, I), that the first writuigs td 
Washington Irving appeared in the New York C/irvnide, a 
newspaper, edited by his brother, Dr. Peter Irving, in the 
interest of Col. Burr, who commended the essays of tho young 
contributor. Wc now learn, from the Life and Letters of Mr. 
Irving, that he was retained as counsel for Col. Burr in hia 
trial. It was not supposed, the biographer tclla us, that the 
legal eeivicea of the young barrister would be of much value; 
Dor, indeed, did Mr. Irving take any part in tho proceedings 
of the court room. It was thought, however, that his writ- 
ings in tho journals might be of service in correcting piblio 
opinion ; though it docs not appear that his pen was employed. 
W'ashingtou Irving was a federalist, and an admirer of AIe» 
■nder Hamilton, but, deeming Col. Burr a perpeonted man. 
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he entered into his caiue with the ardor of youth. The tai' 
lowing aro extracts from LU btters written at litchmond: 



To Mrs. Hoffuam, June 4th, 1807. "Tou can UttU 
oonceivo the talents for procrastination that havo been exhib- 
ited in tiiU a&air. Day ai\er day have we been disappointed 
by the pon-arriral of the m.igDanimoiis Wilkinson ; day after 
day have fi'esh raurmurs and ooraplaints been uttered; and 
day alter day arc wo told that the next mail will probably 
bring hia noble self, or at least Bome accounts when he may be 
expected. We are now enjoying a kind suspension of hostil* 
ities ; the grand jury having been dismissed the day before 
yesterday for five or six days, that they might go home, sea 
to their wiveS; get their clothes washed, and fiog thdr ne- 
groes. As yet we are not even on the threshold of a trial; 
and, if the great hero of the South does not arrive, it is a 
chance if we have any iiial this term. I am tcld the Attorney- 
General talks of moving the Court next Tuesday for a con- 
tinuance and a special eonrfe, by which means the present 
grand jury (the most enlightened, perhaps, that was over w»- 
sembled in this country) will be discharged; the witnesaea 
will be dismissed; m.inyof whom Eve such adistaooaoflTthat 
it is a chance if half of them will ever be again collected. The 
Qovemment wilt again be subjected to immense expeose. 
Col. Burr, besides being harassed and detained for an addi- 
tional space of time, will have to repeat the enormous expetL 
ditures which the trbl has already oauscd him. I am very 
much mistaken, if the most underhand and ungenerous mQ%- 
Bm'es have not been observed towards him. He, howevet^ 
jfetains his serenity and self-possession unshaken, and wears 
the same asiiect in all times and situations. I am impatient 
for the arrival of this Wilkuison, that the whole matter may 
be put to rest ; and I never was more mistaken in my calcnl^ 
tions, if the whole will not have a most farcical termination as 
it respects the charges against Col. Burr." — Di/e and Leltera 
^ Washingtou Irving, I., 191. 
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To James K. Pact dixg. — Bkkmond, June 22, 1807. "1 
ean appoint no certain timo for my retam, as it depends 6a- 
Urely upon the trial. Wilkinson, yon will obsen-o, bas av- 
rired ; the bets were against Burr list ho would abscond, 
tslioDid W. eomo to Richmond ; but he Btill maintains hit 
ground, and alill enters the court every morning with thS 
Sane serene and placid air that he would show were hfl 
Woaght there to plead another man's cause, and not hii 
own. 

"The lawyers are continually entangling each other in law 
{Joints, motions, and authentics, and have been so crusty Ut 
IftDch other, that there ia a constant sparring going on. Wi^ 
Idnson ia now before the grand jury, and has such a mightj^ 
mass of words to deliver himself of, that he claiina at least twrt 
flftya more to discharge the wondrous cargo. The jury art 
tiKd enough of his verbosity- The first interview between 
6iln and Burr was highly interesting, and I secured a good 
^C8 to witness it. Burr was seated with his back to the e* 
fMnce, facing the judge, and conversing with one of hiS 
ttoimsel. Wilkinson strutted into court, and took his stanA 
In a parallel line with Burr on his right hand. Here he stood 
9>r a moment swelling like a turkey-cock, and bracing himself 
Mp for the enconnter of Burr's eye. The latter did not take 
dny notice of him until the judge directed the clerk to sweat 
fclen. Wilkinson ; at the mention of the name Burr turned hift 
head, looked him full in the face with one of his piorcmg r* 
^rds, swept his eye over his whole person from head to fodt, 
U if to scan Its dimensions, and then coolly resumed his form* 
position, and went on conversing with his counsel as tniil- 
qnilly as over. The whole look was over in an instant; bal 
it was an admirable one. There was no appearance of study 
or constraint in it ; no affectation of disdain or deliance; a 
Blight expression of contempt played over his countenance, 
Stich as you woiild show on regarding any person to whotx 
you were indifferent, but whom yoii considered mean and co* 
temptible. Wilkinson did not remain in court many minutefl.* 
—Life and Lettere of Waehi7igton Irving, L, 19*. 
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To MiBs Mabt Faiblie. — Washinffton City, July 7, 1807, 
"I have seen traits of female goodneas while at Richmond, 
that ba^'o stiok deeply in my heart — not displayed in one or 
two tniUvidual instances, but frequently and generally mani- 
fest«d ; I allude to the case of Col. Burr. Whatever may be 
hia innooencd or guilt, in respect to the charges alleged agftinat 
him, {and God knows I do not pretend to decide thereon,) his 
aituatiou is such as should appeal eloquently to the feelings of 
every generous hosom. Sorry am I to say, the reverse has 
been the fact — fallen, proscribed, prejudged, the cup of bitter- 
ness haa been administered to him with an unsparing band. 
It has almost been considered as culpable to evince towards 
him the least sympathy or support ; and many a hoUov- 
bearted cailiff have I seen, who basked in tho sunshine of his 
bounty, when in power, who now skulked from his side, and 
even mingled among the most clamorous of his enemies. The 
ladies atone have felt, or at least had candor and independence 
enfficient to express, those feetiuKs wliich do honor to human* 
ity. They have been uniform in their expressions of compa»- 
eiou for his misfortunes, and a hope for bis acquittal; not a 
lady, I believe, in Richmond,. whatever may ho her husband'a 
aentiments on the subject, who would not rejoice at seeing 
Col. Bnrr at liberty. It may be said that CoL Burr has 
ever been a fitvorite with the ses; but I am not inclined to 
account for it in so illiberal a manner; it results from tbst 
merdful, that heavenly disposition, implanted in the female 
bosom, which ever inclines in favor of the accnsed and the nn- 
fortunate. You wUI smile at the high strain in which I bare 
indulged ; believe me, it is because I feel it ; and I lovo your 
sex ten times better than ever. The lost time I saw Bnrr was 
the day before I left Richmond. He was then in the Peniten- 
tiary, a kind of State prison. The only reason given for int 
muring him in this abode of thieves, cut-throats, and incei^ 
diaiies, was that it would save the United States a couple of 
hundred dollars, (the charge of guarding him at his lodgings,) 
and it would insure the security of his person. This building 
stands about a mile and a half from town, situated in a soU- 
lary pUoe among the hills. It will prevent bis ooansel from 
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buing aa much witli liim as they deemed ncccssaiy. I fotind 
^eat difficulty in gaining admission Uy him for a few mom- 
eats. Tlie keeper had orders to admit none but his coimael 
sod liis witnesses — strange meaamea these ! That it is not 
Bufficienl thai a man against whom no ceitainty of crime is 
proved, should bo confined by bolts, and bars, and massy 
vails, in a criminal jitison ; but he is likewise to be cut off 
from all intercourse with society, deprived of all the kind of- 
fices of friendship, and made to suffer all the penalties and 
deprivations of a condemned criminal. I was permitted to 
enter for a few moments as a special favor, contrary to orders. 
Burr seemed in lower spirits than formerly; he was com- 
posed aud collected as usual; but there was not the same 
flheerftilncss that I have hitherto remarked. He stud it waa 
with difficulty his very servant was allowed occasionally to 
see him ; ho had a bad cold, which I suppose was occasioned 
by the dampness of his chamber, which had lately been white- 
washed. I bid him farewell with a heavy heart, and he ex- 
pressed will) peculiar warmth and feeling his sense of the in- 
terest I bad taken iu his fato. I never felt in a more melan- 
choly mood than when I rode from his solitary prison. Sach 
is the last intenicw I had with poor Burr, and I shall never 
forget it. I have written myself into a sorrowful kind of a 
mood, so I will at once desist, bcg^^ing you to receive this 
letter with indulgence, and regard, with an eye of Christian 
ohority, its many imperfections." — fjt/e and Letters of Waii^ 
itiffton Iruittg, I., ^01. 
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BURR'S GENEROSITY TO VANDERLTN. 

Tbe Btory of Barr's meeting with Vaoderlyn, which WM 
given me as one derived fi'om Burr himself, is thought to be, 
in some of its romantic incidents, incorrect But the storj 
does less than justice to Burr's generosity toward the artist. 
Having heard that n gcntlenuui of Rondont, N. Y., had in 
his possession certain letters from Burr to Vanderiyn, I wrote 
to Iilm respecting theni. The annexed reply to my letter of 
inquiry contains new and vahiable information: 



"RoirooDT. N. Y., Fcbnuiry 11, 1958. 

* " * "Vanderlyn honored Die with his confidence dur- 
ing the last five years of his life. I minuted, at his request, 
from his own lips, the principal events of hia career. Aa is 
ever the case with the a^d, the incidents of his earlier lift 
were most vividly recalled. The circumstances of hia first 
Boqiiaintnnce with Colonel Burr, and the friendship and &Tor 
with which that eminent man honored him, were favorite sulv 
)ecta of discourse ; and I recorded many anecdotes illnstradTe 
of the character of ' his best friend.' This hut added to the 
strength of a conviction I had had for many years, that the 
popular idea of Burr's character was erroneous, and would 
be corrected in time. But to my purpose, which was to coi>. 
rect the anecdote aa to Vanderlyn in your recent biography 
of Col. Burr. That is related by you, in the main, aa it has 
been in cii-culation for many years. But it is an invention 
purely. 

"Vanderlyn was bora at Kingston, in 1775. His grand- 
father, a Hollander, was a portrait painter of decided talent, 
though he did not make painting a profession ; hia father had 
the same taste and bias; and from his earliest years John 
Vanderlyn showed tlie direction of hia powors. llie V&ndf 
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87'> 



lyii &inily were in comfortable circumstances and highly 
eetcemcd. John was educitod at Kingston Academy, thon 
on institution of high gtanding, and was quite a proficient in 
tliG claGsi(;8. At the age of seventeen he passed a year in 
N«w York, and had, in a paint and color shop, and .it an 
evening drawing-school, eoiuo very seasonable advantages. 
He turned his attention to oil painting the summer afterwards, 
copying at home two of Stnavt's portraits lent by a friend, 
one being that of Co!. Burr. Tliis copy was purehascd by 
the then rcpresentalive in Congi-ess from this district, who 
wafl a warm friend of Col. Burr, and who mentioned the fact 
to the Colonel at the session of 1TD9, the latter being then in 
tbe Federal Senate. 'Col, Burr never forgot anjthing,' as 
Vanderirn frequently said, and he did not forget that his 
friend had spoken very warmly of the decided talent of the 
youthful painter. In the summer following, Vanderlyn, when 
at Kew York, received a note without signature, asking him 
to coll at a certain place. He did so ; it was the office of Col. 
Bnrr; and at the instance of J. B. Provost, who was there, 
and who said the note was in the Colonel's handwTiting, Van- 
derlyn proceeded to the residence of Bun-, at Richmond Hill. 
The young artist was warmly met by Colonel Buit, become 
an inmate of his house for several weeks, fulfilling orders 
which came through his fiiend, and in the autumn of 1795 he 
was placed under the instruction of Gilbert Stnai-t, at Phila- 
delphia. 

" Vanderlyn ramuned with Stuart abont a year, when the 
latter told Col. Burr he had taught him all he could, and sud 
he was then ready for Paris. Col. Burr prorided his young 
friend with the means; Vanderlyn went to Paris in 1796, 
remuniog there between four and live years, and enjoying all 
the advantages of its admirable schools in art. 

*'The letters I have spoken of, some twenty in nmnber, 
were written by B. to V. from Holland, whilst B. (1811) was 
■sndeavoring to get a passage to Ameiica. Vanderlyn was io 
Paris, whither he had gone a second time in 1804, and where 
be remained, save two years spent at Rome, till 161C. 

**^ie8e letters do not seem to me to poseesa Any valoe to m 
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biograpber of CoL B., being simply on matters of businen, 
showing a most scrupulous memory as to small debts ho fi>r^ 
wards money to V. to discharge, and a most cheerful and 
brave spirit under many adversa cirourastances daring the 
eix weeks' detention and doubt in Holland. Thcra arc mes- 
sages to some of his Parisian female friends in some ot 
them, but all couched in the most delicate and respectful 
language. Without knowing aught of the writer, save that 
to be gleaned from these letters — chirographlcally as well as 
from their tone — one would set him down aa a gentleman of 
education, elegant tastes and pursuits, somewhat a precisian 
in detail, of keen discei-nment and marked decision. There 
is certainly nothing to sustain the 'vvilgar error' of Burr's 
•liter libertinism in the slightest degree in any one of the 
series, and had this been his charaeteristic, I am certain from 
the relations between B. and V., it would have been abowo 
in these confidential communicationi<. 

" I will add to this unduly long letter, that on the occasion 
of Burr's Parisian sojoura, (1810-11.) he assisted Vanderlyn 
pecuniarily, instead of the latter assisting him. Vanderlyn 
was always in sb'aitened circumstances, and never more 80 
than at that lime. He was generous to a fault, but rarely 
had a louis which was not mortgaged ten deep. The ' Maroos 
at Carthage ' was the only picture he ever exhibited at the 
Louvre, or indeed anywhere else in Europe ; though ho painted 
his 'Ariadne,' and made some remarkable copies from Cor- 
reggio and other masters during his abode there. 

"I have the honor to be, very respectfully yom«, 

"HOBT. GOBIUV." 



CIPQEB C0BB£6F0NDKH0a 



The late Mr. Charles Bmdett, who was educated by Aaron 
Burr, published this cipher in an appendix to obe of his 
works : 

"Let ibo moatbs be desi^Bto bjths NomeiHla in their order, begin- 
ning iriib March according to the old oalenilcr thai— 1-March, S-April 
8-Mny, and so on- X-bI tlio two finit ciphers in every letter denote the 
ante thus— 22-1- would be 32d March; 13-8- would be Jillh October. 
The cominoD clpheni may be ua«1 tu denote numbers, but w> used, scora 
ondemealh. thus. 2-GG-59 would aignify two hundred dollars. 

These additions frum 31 to 58 inclusive may or ma; not be used at 
pleasnre ; bnt fmm 27 to 30 must be u^ed in tbe cases there psTticnlarl^ 



To be tucd chiefly when these letters constitute a word 
by IhemselTca, but may bo used at ploasnro instead 
01 the cipher dcooting these Towels — a, i. 



81— and. 

8! — am, is, be, been, 



83— at, to, 

54— do. 

35— for 

S6— by, with, 

87- but, 

88-if, 

S9 — in. into, 

«— it. it'o, (40'- 

41~I, Die, my. mine, myiolf. 



43— shall, will, 



he sense will show which of these It lii- 
tended by the cipher 32, and so of tba 
others which follow. 
4G-the, 

47 — ns, we, onrselTes, 
48— this, these, 
4!>— that, those, 
SO — they, thein, themselTCi, 
SI — what, whatever, whatsoeWTi 
B2 — which, whichsoever, 
03— who, whom, whose, 
64— nor, neither, 
nought, naught. S5 — or, either, 

66 — would, could, should, 

67— you, yoM, yoor's (67'— yoort), 

6B — of, from. 



Cl-J.Bl. 



M« 
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64— A. B. A. 
65— Cn, 
66 — ^knndreds, 
67— thousands, 

69— Gen. Pirer. 
70— Br. Go. 
71— E. A. 

fa— Max Qbd, 

74— Sw. Go. 
76— Fr. Go. 
76— LM fioL 
768-^Lad. Hd. 
77 — Mr. Canning, 
T9-^Melvil, 
70— He, she, 
80— Have, 
81— Had, 
ae— Ixnd, 
to— Lady, 
84 — Mons.^ 
IM) * MacUi 
86— Miss, 
87-Madlaoii, 



88— Lord MnlgniTO^ 

89 — Castlereagli, 

iO— Percival, 

91— Portland, 

92— Hawesbniy, 

9a-<5luHieiiW!rtiiftim^ 

04— Ackai^ 

95— Mallet, 

96— Prevoat, 

07— TouBgr BeAOa^ 

08 — Tem^ AwJedi 

01— him, 

02— her, 

OB mayv 



05— witK 

OO-'IiOndob, 

07— Edinbnigl^ 

08— BaA, 

00— ^Dublin, 

010— Paria^ 

101— Lord Jnstioe Ckdl; 

102— Bartlett, 

100— tpan, 

104r^)8Tiam% 

105— Hope. 
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An article in a leading magazine, severely condemiiatoiy 
of Burr and his biographer, called forth a communication to 
the Boston Transcript^ Hrhsdi, I think, will be road willi 
interest: — 
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*' Mb. EorroB : I desire to call your attention to two poiBta 
ooly in tho article on Aaron Burr in the last number of th« 
AtUmtic. The wriler eays: 

— " Burr, on his arrival in Paris, in 1810, sent to Tal- 
toyriiDd aod requested nn intGryiew. The Frenoli Blat«9> 
man could not well refueie to receive an Amciiuan of sih^ 
distiuotion, with whom bo was personally acquaioted, 
by whom be had formerly been hospitably entertainedi 
and told tho gentleman who bronght the message, ' Say 
to Cob Burr, that I will receive liim to-morrow; but tell 
him also, that General Hamilton's likeness always han^ 
over my mantel.' Burr did not call upon him. — 
" The writer, 1 presume, is too sagacious to attach rouoh 
importance to thia anecdote. When Finckney first arrived in 
Faris as Minister to France, Talleyrand doaii'cd bis seoratary 
to ascertaiu if ho bad ever written a book, .and, if be ha<1, to 
proouro a copy of it, if possible. Uis secretary ascertained 
that Pinckney u-a-i the author of a work, which he succeeded 
tu procuring. Talleyraod hastily nm over a few pages, made 
a few remarks, and turned down a leaf or two in it, and then 
|Jaced it in his book-case. When Pinckney called upon the 
gi-oat intriguer, he was shown into the library, where he was 
left alone long enough to discover what the book-case cen- 
tred of particular interest to him. When Talleyrand ap- 
peared, be wehjomed tho American Minister in his most lh» 
cinatiug manner, and, after some general conrereatioD, %otA 
occasion to speak of the great pleasure he had derived from 
the book of Pinckney's, which he was fortunate cnoagh to 
poesc!'s. This flattering reception was not dictated by any 
particular respect Talleyrand felt for the American Govern- 
ment, for be had told the Directory that ' the United States 
were of no more consequence than Genoa ; ' but it was proba- 
bly done to smooth the way towards tho obtaining from the 
fVmerican Jlinister, for his own private pocket, that snug little 
Bum of one or two hundred thousand dollars ns a bribe fot 
his services, — which sum he afterwards so strenuously, but 
unsaccessfully, insisted upon. 
" It is easy to imagine bow sincere and profound im admirik 
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tion for Hamilton a man of Talleyrand's character miist havQ 
felt! His disinterested admiration for anybody was very 
slight. If Hamilton's likeness was over his mantel, it is saib 
to infer that it was only put there to assist in cajoling some 
friend or admirer of that great statesman whom Talleyrand 
was desirons of using. The same low cunning that prompted 
the mean book Ilaltery to Pinckoey, must have suggested tha 
sham of ' tho likeness on the mantel.' Such a conclusion is 
bovitable from the well known character of the arch intriguer. 
Talleyrand does not want to see Burr because the latter could 
not Eervo him in any way, and ho may have been a little 
afraid of him because they were very much alike in many 
respects. But I very much doubt if it was the likeness over 
the mantel which kept Burr from calling — the word tntt waa 
sufficient. If Talleyrand had told the gentleman, ' Say to 
Col. Barr, that I will receive him to-morrow, but tell him also 
that Gibbs the pirate's, or Ciesar's likeness hangs over my 
mantel,' it wonld have been all the same. Burr would not " 
have called. It was tho most convenient way the crafty 
statesman could devise for Baying, ' I know your capacity and 
boldness. Col. Bnrr, but see no way in which they could bo 
made serviceable to me, and you might barm me, therefore I 
will keep yon out of the way.' 

" I am no defender of Aaron Burr ; ho was in many respects 
a bad man; but very great harm is done in representing mea 
to bo worse than they are." 



I 



ubb's bxpclsion fbom bitoland. 



BOHB'S EXPULSION FROM EKGLASD. 



A coHVEHSiTioN upon the compulsory removal of CoL 
Burr fi-om England in 1809, occurred in the House of Lords, 
to the following effect: — 

" Eart Grey rose to ask the noble Viscount opposite a ques- 
tion on the subject of the bill (alien bill), on the discussion 
of TvUich they were about to enter. In reply to some obser- 
vations mndc on a former night, the noble Viscount had stated 
that no American had ever been sent out of the country under 
the alien bill ; and also that no difficulty had occurred as to 
the question whether the American antenati TFero aliens or 
not. Ho (Earl Grey) had then stated not from his own knowl- 
edge, but from very respectablo aulhoritien, that an Amerioao 
had been eent out of tho country under the alien bill, and that 
that American was Col. Burr. The noble Viscount was not 
at that time able lo say positively, whether that was tho ease 
01 not, but had said he ivoidd inquii-e. Ho wished to know 
whether that inquiry had boon made, and how tho matter 
stood? 

Lord SMmouth said, that the noblo Earl's statement had 
not been correct ; for on looking at the records of the offios 
he found that Col. Burr had not been sent out of the country 
ondcr the alien act. 

Earl Grey. — Then ho must have been misinformed on that 
point; but he wished to know whether any proceedings had 
taken place with respect to Mr. Burr, and whether any diffi- 
culties had in the course of proceedings arisen on the ques- 
tion lo which ho had adverted ? 

Lord Sidmouth stated that Mr. Burr had come to this ootmtry, 
and passed under a feigned name ; that he changed his name, 
and passed under another feigned name; that govcmmeut 
ouQcei%'ing that be might have had some improper object io 
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view, apprehended him under the alien act, bat diat no d 
oulty had arisen in the case. Goverament were convinced 
that he hnd no improper object in view. He demanded pass- 
ports lor Sweden, received them, and went out of the counfry. 
He aftervcarda returned and desired passports for Anle^ic±^ 
which were granted. He was not sent out of the country 
nnder the alien act, and no difficulty had occurred. 

I/ord Bdtand. — Was there no question whether he was an 
alien or not ? 

Lord Sidmouth. — 1 did not say that there was no such qufiB- 
tion, hut there was no difficulty. 

Earl Qrey could not conceive how it was possible that, 
when Burr was apprehended under the alien act, no difficulty 
should have occurred. Even on the noble Yisoount's OWO 
Statement difficulties luuat have occurred, at least so it ap- 
peai'cd to him, and tbo best mode of settling the question 
wouJd be to produce the proceedings as to Burr from the re- 
cords of the office. It was a strange doctrine for English 
la,wyers to nmntain that tlicre was no necessity for th^ 
luiowing the subject upon which they were to legislate. 

Lord Sidmouth repeated his statenienta as to Burr, and sud 
that on his return to this country he had applied for a Uo«4isa 
for residence, and voluntarily submitted to tlie alien laws. 
There was, therefore, no difficulty in his case. 

Eari Grey asked whether Burr had not, on the ground of 
his being bora in English allegiance, objected to his deporta- 
tion, as It was called, for this was no English measure and no 
Engliauuame? 

Lord Holland asked whether Burr had not applied to bo 
naturalized, aud had not been informed that he could not, as 
he could not say that he was born out of British allegiance? 

Lord Sidmoitlh said, he knew nothing about any such OTi 
cumstancc. 

Lord Holland observed that they ought to bo cautions 
about passing an act to put power into the hands of those, 
who, when questioned as to the manner of execution, had no 
answer to g^ve, but that they knew nothing about tbt 
inatt£r. 
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Lard Sidvioulh would say nothing as to the candor of the 
obsoiratioD ; but the proceeding aa to Burr took place in 
1809, when he was not in the office of the home dcpoitmcnt; 
bat'oTen if he bad, he might not bo ablo at onco to reooUeot 
«Tery separate proceeding. 



BUEE AND JEBEMT BENTHAM. 



PcBLiCATiosa have been made tending to ahow that Jeremy 
Bentbam had tho worst possible opinion of Col. Burr. On* 
writer represents Bentham as raying, in 1825, that "by 
Burr'.s own account of the duel with Hamilton I thought he 
mast be a cold-blooded and atrocious rufiiau." The same 
writer obsencs, that Bentham admired Burr's talents, but 
"shuddered when he spoke of bis pr'mciples." Evidence 
exists which shows that Jeremy Bentham, besides givbg bim 
in England every possible proof of friendly regard that one 
man can give nnotbcr, remained his fiiend aflcr bis retiira to 
America, correspiODdiug with him in the most familiar and 
confidential manner. I append one of Bentbam's letters to 
Burr, written four years after they had parted for ever. Tho 
letters, " Q. S. P.," which occur several times in this epistle, 
stand for Queen's Square Place, the ancestial residence of tlia 
philosopher : 

Bentham to Buer. 

London, Q. S. P , Febrau; 23, 1B16. 
" I am Still alive ; I hope you are. I am in good health 
aod spirits ; I hope, by this time, so are yoo. 



write to you from hence. Not two days logcther has mj 
promise been ever out of my miad. But ivben or Low to fb) 
fil it? Once I was setting about it, tben caiuc a report that 
you wore dead. True or dA tnic, but t'other day I heard 
that the report was at any rate groundless, so now I tnko my 
ehance. 

" Some time ago, throe or four American books eame to me 
from you with a letter. I took it kindly of you, this rcmcm. 
brancc ; but grievous was my disappointment at not fmdiDg* 
Blodget among them. Ever since your departui-c I have been 
trying in vain to get it. Don't you trouble yourself, however, 
about it now ; for I have doubtless the means, i-iz., by a neph- 
ew of Cobbett, who, with a friend, is going to sot up a 
printing-office at Philadelphia. Is it not principally for re- 
printing his weeitly periodical work (Political Register) as it 
comes out ? 

" Grievous was my vexation at not being able to do, but ia 
so imperfect a manner, what you seemed so desirous of in re- 
lation to the return of some of your letters. Just at that 
time there was, in the room of your friend Ann, a vory stupid 
female. At the same time that I missed those letters of yours 
I missed some papers of mine, the loss of which was very dis- 
tressing to me. I do believe the creature took them to light 
fires with. She was soon after packed off, and Ann reinstated 
in her place, where she still continues. 

" The time is extremely short. I know not what I shall be 
able to send you of things of mine printed. You saw every- 
thing, small or imperfect, stopped by some incident or other, 
some coincidence or another, for I have always, unless it be 
for my own amusement, too many irons in the lire. I have at 
least got one epaic copy of that thing which yon were so eagei 
to have another copy of, in addition to the one you s^d you 
bad lost. I do not know whether I will send it to you. I 
would if I was sure of your giving it publicity there. Bnt 
bow can I when I am not sure of your being alive ? and per- 
haps, by this time, if alive, you may be not only grieving or 
wincing for the one thing needful, but indifferent to everything 
else. I looked to see yoor name at the head of some of the 
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heroes assisting the Spanish Americans, and, not finding it, I 
concliii^ed that had pnt empire out of your head. 

" >Vhen yon left mo I was, as I apprehended, at the eve dl 
I comparative ruin; Bingingnos dulcia linquimus ara.nos pa- 
triam fugliniis, moaning Q. S. P., though after disappointments 
many and grievous, hero I am, in a state of comparative pros- 
perity, in loved Q. S. P., as whilom. 

" In Dcvotishire, Ford Abbey, not as boarder, but as hona^ 
keepor, and h:)Tc furnished a house uniting antique with mo^ 
em ma|;nificenco ; garden picturoRqne and luxurious ; servants, 
viz., for the gardens, for so small a person, numerous ; nci^i- 
bours cordial, though unvif^itod ; Barrow Gi-oon a dogholo to 
it. Tormentors at the Abbey half the year, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mill with their five children ; at Q. S. P., PI. Koe and hii 
wife, a very amiable person (reading everything I write 04 
read), with a child upon tbo stocks. 

" Gallatin, when here, expressed a desire to see me. They 
told him he could not, as I saw nobody. Hearing of this, I 
ealled on him. lie told me ho considered me as his master in 
the art of legislation, I told him of my wish to codify for the 
United States or any of them. He told mo how the land lay 
in that respect in the diSerer.t States, and of a echeme ho had 
had for that purpose, and taken steps toward the execution of 
il, Pennsylvania (where his own property is) ho mentioned 
as being one of the likeliest. I asked him whether ho had any 
objection to say in black or white, to persons capable of for- 
warding the matter, every part of what ho liad boen saying 
viva voce. None whatever ; thereupon he sent me a letter, 
highly recommendatory, for me to send to Snyder (or some 
Bnch name, no time for turning to papers), then govenjor. 
Asking him about books giving an account of United States 
finances. Ho know of none published, but he happened to 
have a spare copy of some official one, never publislicd. He 
had taken it to Russia, and would have left it there could he 
have foand any men there capable of profiting by it, and he 
has found one. It was with hii papers at Ghent, and from 
thcnco ho would sent it to mc. Along with his letter I sent 
*o 8:iyder a copy of every work of mine I ooold procure &om 
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fny of my fiieuds, most being cither out of print or nnpnl^ 
liahed, togelltcr with a letter stating conversations bcttrecQ 
'myeelf and Gallatin. Tlie books went from some port in this 
island. Not being able to find anj eonrcyaDcc for the cpi»- 
Oes, viz., J. Bentham to Snyder and Gallatin to J. Benthani, 
H. KoG, when I was at (he Abbey, addressed it to GallatlD, 
with a letter, eaying he ooiild find no other more prombing 
mode of conveyance. Of this letter, when he was afterward 
tn London (I in London likewise), he acknowledged the re- 
ceipt to Romilly (whose letter I now have on the subject) and 
Others, but never did. 

" As to the not sending the finance papers, he said that, 
after llie burning of Washington, there might perhaps bo a 
demand for the spare copy for the service of tho State, under 
which circumstances it was not proper he should part with 
them. This seemed reasonable. But how he came to shy 
tne, and leave me thus in tho dark, I cannot imagiuts. The 
jacket for Gov. Snyder; did he open it, take out his own let- 
ter, read mine, in which I had said nothing of his conversa- 
tions with me that was not strictly true, nor had he enjoined 
aecreoy about anyone thing? Ilad the state of af&irs ia 
Philadelphia nndoigono any change? Would he ask minis- 
terial people about me, and accept vague vituperation as true 
t^aracter, and true for the purpose of extinguishing such a 
Bchcrae ? By-lhe-by, I think (yes, I certainly did) I ineo- 
tioncd to him my scheme of codiiying for Russia, and obtamed 
permission from him to make some letters of his to mo snb- 
eervient to it. 

" Never did I meet with any m.in in appearance more re- 
gpectablo and trustworthy. I brought him to Mill, and Mill 
was quite charmed with him. From Romilly, Dumont, Ac, 
he could not have heard of anything but what woidd have 
justified any confidence he could have had occasion to repose 
fa) me. 

" Some eight or ten months ago. Prince Adam Czarloriski 
Applied to me to assist Poland in codificatiou. It was then, 
knd till very lately, universally understood that he was to bi 
vfoeioy ; and in hia eonvfiraatioti, though be did not eaj bo^ ti 
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loeoTipd to be implied. Before tbia I bad written to the Em- 
peror Alexander, offeriag my senioes in this line on conditiob 
of their being altogetber gratuitous. 

" j\iter I h.id seen the prince camo a graoloas answer, lo 
the emperor's own hand, accepting my offer, saying he had sent 
urdei-s to his people to consult me, and desiring my aoceptanM 
of a ' souvenir.' lu a letter to a friend of mine, which I saw, 
Count Capo d'Istria, who was then in attendance about UiOj 
eaid the souvenir was a 'baque do piix.' In a long answer, I 
eent him back the ring in the packet as it came, with the iift- 
perial seal unbroken, telling him that, after what I bad said, 
I oDuId not accept of anything in any shape, and that, in oon- 
pari»:on of such a letter from him, all such tbmga as rings wen 
witiiout value in my eyes. 

"As to his people consulting with me, I was sure they 
would do no such thing; that the man he meant (Rosen- 
kampt), I did not name him, was jealous, and would tura 
pale at my name. -That he might be fit for collecting ma- 
terials, but was but too well known to be useful for anything 
better. That what he ought to do was to invito competition, 
and I showed him line attcr line of a scheme which had coM 
ftbout 200,000 roubles a year in aalaries without ))roducing 
any benefit. He might establish at Petereburgh or Warsaw, 
or in both places, a permanent school of legislation with scarce 
wy expense. Of this letter I sent a copy to the prince, tett- 
Ing him I knew very well he was in earnest, and glad I should 
be lo find other people so too. From Czartoriski I did not 
expect an answer till his viceroyalty was settled. About ft 
month ago, being at my hobby-place, camo newspapers, with 
R list of sub-potentates appointed at Warsaw, and, instead ot 
Csartoriski, a man that nobody had ever heard of. A man 
with whom I am intimate, and whom I will not name for fear 
of DQcidents, knowing the person most perfectly, and knowing 
the whole matter, said he was not at all surprised. Every 
van who had ever placed any confidence in him was dccoived 
by him. That his head and heart were upon par; not bdt 
that the fault lay most in the head. That the man who hap- 
peaai at th» time to be irt hit tibow (fat might have added. 
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or ihe woman, especially if an impostor, pi-otondiDg to b« ft 
bigot), was at all times mover of his reaolutiona. And, to tdl 
the truth, I had been Bciiously blamed beforehand for taluDg 
any sort of trouble on the supposition that any poseiblo good 
could come out of him. But Czartoriski, I understood, wm 
always at his elbow, and it was hi him I put my trust- 

"If Christomorthen comes to you (it will be fragmentical, 
it being now still on its way through the press), know that 
the princii al persons of came engaged are Brougham, Sir 
Mackintosh, and, I hope, Romilly, your fiiend A., Ac I 
will not be of the number of the managei-s, but Mill will, 
and othurs on whom ho and I think wo can depend lor not 
epoiliug it. 

" I fui-nish ground for it which they could not get else- 
where, viz., a part of Q. S. P. garden, gratia, and some money 
besides. I have some thoughts of sending to Cobbelt's own 
house a copy of Park, with a request to ask yon whether yoo 
will procure from New York an engagement fwrn any person 
to reprint it without profit or loss to me ; and if yon do by a 
certain time, then to send it you ; otherwise to be at liberty 
to print it himself. 

"Do what you will about Christomorthen, only do not 
mention any of the above names, the matter not being as yet 
settled. Great would be my satisfaction that you are stiU 
good for anything. I had littlo expectation for continuiug 80 
thus long, at my time of life; G8 the fifteenth of this month. 
My abbey has a court, in wliieh I play every morning at five* 
(beating a boy of eighteen) instead of taking physio, 

"I have in print some copies of my lettei- to President 
Madison ; not yet distributed any of them, ho much oa to in- 
timates. I know not whether it is exactly so as you saw iL 
f think I showed it (whelher in print or manuscript, I forget) 
to Gallatin. I should have sent you a copy, but that I think 
of adding some account of my transactions with Gallatin, in- 
cluding his letter in my behalf to Governor Snyder, which he 
gave mc open that I might see it, mentioning his name always 
with respect, but with expressions mingled with surprise and 
regret Befwo I printed this letter to President Madison, I 
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MDt it la mantisci-ipt, all but a page or two, to Lord Sidmoath, 
aecrcWiy for home dcpaitman" -^ho had been so openly de- 
dared a iViend of Dumonl'a book. He aclcnowledged in black 
and white. Being a man of whom it is said tliat he does 
notliing of his own opinion, I think it not improbable that he 
Tnay have hoped, with the rest of the humbtige, to whom I am 
in the highest dogieo obnoxious, for tlic injuries they and thdr 
predecessors havo done me ; and it is nothing but natural that 
they should have given it in charge to open everything of 
mine to the diplomatic men in all places. 

" Gallatin could not but be awaro of this. It is possible 
that ho should have been efficiently influenced by vague vitu- 
peration, aud not apply to any one of my friends to leam 
whether, if any vituperation was uttered, tliero was any 
ground for it ? To my account of my transactions with Gal- 
latin I shall probably add ditto witb emperor and Czaitoiiski. 
Kosciusko, I am informed, is without hopes. 

" If you arc good for anything, try to set up Christomor- 
then at New York. Depend, in that case, ou every assistance 
in my power. 

Jebeiiy Bektham." * 



THEODOSIA. PLEADS FOE DEB FATHEB. 



In addition to the letter to Albert Gallatin, Thcodosia irrote 
to Mrs. Madisoir, asking the aid of her influence in behalf of 
Jui beloved exile. In other days, when Col. Burr was a tear 

* FrintA Jooiul of Anron fimr, Q., 447. 
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«tor and one of the leaders of the Jeffereonian party, he I 
been particnJariy intimate with the young lady who ailerwards 
became Mra. Madison. Traditioa reports that he was instm- 
moQtal in bringing about tfac mamagc, which made bee thfl 
inmate of the prcfddeotial mansion. The following are the 
letters to Mr. Gallatin and Mrs. Madison : 



TaEODosiA TO Albert Gallathi. 

Oaks, [S. C), Munsh 9, 1811. 

"Though convinced of your firmness, still with tic utmost 
difGden«i I venture to address you on a subject which it ifl 
almost dangci'ous to mention, and which, in itscli^ affords me 
no claim on your attention. Yet, trusting that you will not 
withhold an opinion deeply interesting to mo, and which yotir 
present Btation enables you to form with jieculiar correctseas, 
I venture to inquire whether you suppose that my fiither's re- 
turn to this country would bo productive of ill consequences 
to him, or draw on him farther prosecution from any branch 
of the government. 

" Toci will the more readily forgive me for taking the lib- 
erty to make such a request, when you reflect that, retired aa 
I am from the world, it is impossible for me to gather the 
general opinion from my own observation. I am, indeed, per- 
fectly aware how unexpected will be this demand; that it 
places you in a situation of some delicacy ; and that to return 
a satisfactory answer will be to exert liberality and candor; 
I am aware of all this, and yet do not desist. 

"Recollect what are ray incitements. Recollect that I 
have seen my father dashed from the high rank he held in the 
minds of his countrymen, imprisooed, and forced into exile. 
Must he ever remain thus excommunicated fi-om the participa- 
tion of domestic enjoyments and the privileges of a citizen ; 
idoof from his accustomed sphere, and singled out as a mark 
for the shafts of calumny ? Why should he be thus proscribed 
and lield up in execration ? What benefit to the country cu 
possibly accrue from the continuation of this system? Surely 
.t must bo evident to the worst enemies of my £:ther, that da 
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■aaiii dtnated aa be will be, could obtiuD U17 undue influence, 
«»eD supposing him to be desirous of it, 

" But pardon mo if my feeling has led rac astray from my 
object, which was not to enter upon a discussion with yon. I 
soek only to solicit on eullghtenod opinioo relative to fiieta 
which involve my best hopes of happiness. 

" Pi-esent, if you please, my respects to Mrs. Gallatin, and 
accept the assurances of ray high consideration. 

"TuEO, BcBB Alstos." 



TuEODOsiA TO Mrs. Madison. 



RocKT EiTEB SnuKQs, (N, C-). Jqm 24, 1B09. 

"Madam: You may perhaps be surprised at receiring a 
letter from one with whom you have had so little intercourse 
for the last few years. But your surprise will cease when you 
recollect that my father, once your friend, is now in exile ; and 
that tho President only can restore hiia to mo and to his 
country. 

" Ever since tho choice of the people was first declared in 
fiivor of Mr. Madison, my heart, amid the universal joy, has 
beat with the hopo that I too should soon have reason to re- 
joice. Convinced that Mr. Madison would neither feel nor 
jndg« from the feelings or judgment of others, I had no doubt 
of bis hastening to relieve a man whoso character he had been 
enabled to appreciate during a confidential intercourse of lon^ 
continuance, and whom he must know incapable of the designs 
attributed to him. J^Iy ouKiety on this subject has, however, 
become too painful to be alleviated by anticipations which no 
events have yet tended to justify, and in this state of intolci'able 
suspense, I have determined to address myself to you, and re- 
quest that you will in j«i/ name apply to the President for a re- 
moval of the prosecution now existing against Aaron Burr, I 
still expect it I'rom him as a man of feeling and candor, as one 
acting for tho world and for posterity, 

" Statesmen, I am aware, deem it necessary that scntimeoU 
If liberality, and even justice, should yield to consideratioDk 
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of polic}', but what policy can require the absence of inj & 
ther at present? Even had he contemplated the project for 
which ho stands arraigned, evidently to pursue it any furtbet 
would now bo impossible. There is not left one pret*'!! of 
alarm even to calumny; for bereft of fortune, of popular fSivur, 
and almost of friends, what could he accomplish ? And what- 
ever may be the apprehensions or the clamors of Iho ignorant 
and the interested, sm-ely the timid, illiberal system which 
would sacrilice a man to a remote and unreasonable possibility 
that he might infringe some law founded on an unjust, unwar- 
rantabic suspicion that he would desire it, can not be approved 
by Mr. Madison, and must be unnecessary to a President 80 
loved, so honored. Why, ihcn, is my father banished from a 
country for which he has encountered wounds and dangers 
and fatigue for years? Why is he driven from his friends, 
from an only child to pass an unlimited time in exile, and that 
too at an age when others are reaping tho harvest of poat 
toils, or ought at least to bo providing seriously fr.r tho com- 
fort of ensuing years ? I do not seek to soflcn you by this 
recapitulation. I wish only to remind you of all tho iDJuriea 
which are inflicted on one of the tirat characters tho United 
States ever produced. 

" Perhaps it may be well to assure you there is no truth in 
a report lately circulated, that ray father intends returning 
immediately. He never will return to conceal himself in a 
country on which he has conferi-ed distinction. 

*' To whatever fate Mr. Madison m;iy doom this application, 
I trust it will bo treated with delicacy. Of this I am the 
moi-c desirous, as Mr. Alston is ignorant of the step I havB 
taken in writing to you, which, perhaps, nothing could cx'cnse 
but the warmth of filial affection. If it bo an error, attribute 
it to the indiscreet zeal of a daughter whoso soul sinks at the 
gloomy prospect of a long and indefinite separation from a 
fitthcr almost adored, and who can leave unattcmptcd nothing 
which offers the slightest hope of procuring him redress. 
What indeed would I not risk once more to see him, to hang 
npOD him, to place my child on his knee, and again spend mj 
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days in the happy occnpatioD of endeavoring to ontidpate all 
his wishes. 

"Let me entreat, my dear IMadam, that you will have the 
oonsidoratioD and goodness to answer me as speedily as poe- 
wble ; my heart is sore with doubt and patient waiting for 
■omctliing definite. No apologies are made for giving yon 
this trouble, which I am sure you will not deem it irksome to 
take for a daughter, im affectionate daughter, thus situated. 
Inclose your letter for me to A. J. Frederic Provost, Esq., 
near New Roohelle, New York. 

"That every happiness may attend you, is the stuoere 
wish of 

"Tdeo. Bubb Alston. 

"To Mes. Jamjis Madison, Waahinfflon, D. C"* 



f BEODOStA IH EZPEOTATIOK OF SPEBDT DEATH. 



Two or three years after the death of Theodosia, a tnmk 
was sent from South Carolina to her father, containing articles 
which had belonged to her. Uer husband never had tho 
oourago to open it, and, upon his death, it was forwai'dcd to 
CoL Burr. In it was found a letter, writton several years 
before, directed thus : " To my husband. To ho delivered 
sfter my death, and before my burial." Tho following is a 
•(^y tf the letter: — 

* Kmek«rboek«r Megaciiu fat April, U00> 
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AnrMt C, 19H. 

" Whetber it is tho effect of extreme debility and disordered 
nerves, or whether it is really presentiment, the oxisteooc of 
which I hnip-D been often told of, and always doubted, I caa 
not tell ; but Bomething whispers me that my end approaches. 
In vain I reason with myself; in vain I occupy my mind, and 
Beck to fix my atteution on other snbjccts ; there is about me 
that dreadfal hcailaess and sinking of the heart, (hat awftil 
foreboding, of which it is impossible to divest myself. Per- 
hap-i I am now standing on the brink of eternity; and, em I 
plunge in the fearful abyss, I have some few requests to 
make. 

" I wish your sisters (one of them, it is immaterial which) 
vould select from my clothes ocrtiin things which, they will 
easily perceive, belonged to my mother. These, with what;- 
ever laco they find in a largo tmnk in a garret-room of the 
Oaks house, added to a little satinwood box (the largest, and 
having a lock and key), and a black satin embroidered box, 
with a pincushion; all these things I wish they would put to- 
gether in one trunk, and send them to Frederic, with the en. 
closed letter. I prefer him, because Bartow's wife would have 
little respect for what, however trifling it may appear, I 
nevertheless deem sacred. 

" I beg Sister Maria will accept of my watch-ring. She wiH 
find a locket which she gave me, containing the hair of her 
mother } she had better take it. If tlic lace in my wardrobe 
at the Oaks will be of any use to Charlotte, I beg she will 
take it, or anything else she wishes. My heart is with those 
dear amiable sisters, to ^vo them something worth preserving 
in recollection of me; but they know that a warm frieudship 
is all I have to give, 

" Retni-n to mamma the eaglo she gave me. Should an op- 
jKirtnnity to Catherine Brown ever occur, send her a pearl 
neoklaoe, a small diamond ring, a little pair of coral tablets, 
which are among my trinkets at the Oaks. I pray you, my 
dear husband, sent Bartow's daughter some present for tat, 
and to I'imsclf and Frederic a lock of my hair. Return Jfa. 
talio the little detk nha gnve me, ftoeempanied by assnruiMf 
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of my afieotitMiato recollection, and a ring of my hair. Re- 
member me to Sally, who is truly amiable, and whom I ein- 
corely cslccm. 

"1 beg, also, you will ivrite immei^lely to New York, for- 
warding some money for the comfortable support of Peggy 
nntil ray father can priivide for her. Do not permit grief at 
tlwloss of me to render you forgetful of this, for the poor cr«i- 
tare may cspii-c of want in the mean time. I beg this may bt 
attended to without delay. 

" To you, my beloved, I leave our child ; the rhild of my 
bosom, who was once a part of myself, and from whom I shall 
Bhortly bo separated by llie cold grave. You love him now; 
henceforth love him for mo also. And oh, my husband, at- 
tend to this last prayer of a doting mother. Never, never 
listen to what any other person tells yon of him. Be yourself 
bia judge on all occasions. Ho has faults; see tbcni, and cor- 
rect them yourself. Desist not an instant from your ondcaron 
to secure his conSdcnce. It is a work which requires as miioh 
uniformity of conduct as warmth of affection towards him. 
I know, my beloved, that you can perceive vhat is right on 
this subject as on every other. But recollect, these are the 
last words I can ever uttei'. It will tranquillize my last mom- 
ents to have disburdened myself of them. 

" I fear you will scarcely be able to read this scrawl, but I 
feel hurried and agitated. Death is not welcome to me. I 
confess it is ever dreaded. You have made me too fond of 
lifb. Adieu, then, thou kind, thou tender husband. Adieu, 
fiiend of my heart. May heaven prosper you, and may we 
meet hereafter. Adieu ; perhaps we may never see each other 
ag!un in this world. You are away, I wished to hold you 
&st, and prevent you from going this morning. But He who 
is wisdom itself ordains events ; we must enbmit to them. 
Least of all should I murmur. I, on whom ho many blessings 
have been showered — whosp days have been numbered by 
bounties — who Iiave had such a husband, such a child, luid 
auch a father. Oh pai'don mc, my God, if I regret leaving 
(heso. I resign myself. Adieu, once more, and for the last 
ifl, my beloved. Speak of mo often to our aon. Let tuA 
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loTo tlio memory of his mother, and let bim 'know hov be WW 
loved by hpr. Your ivifc, yonr fond wife, 

" Theo. 

" Let my fsther sec my son eometimcs. Do not be unkind 
towards Lim whom I have loved so much, I beseech yon. 
Burn all my papers except ray fathci's letters, iThicli I beg 
you to return him. Adieu, my sweet boy. Love your father ; 
be grateful and affectionate to him while he lives ; be the pride 
of his meridian, the support of his departing days. Be all 
that he wishes; for he made your mother happy. Oh! my 
heavenly Father, bless them both. If it is permitted, I wUl 
hover round you, and guard you, and intercede for you. I 
hope for happiness in the next world, for 1 have not been bad 
in this. 

*' I liad nearly forgotten to say that I charge you not to al- 
low mc to bo stripped and washed, as is usual. I am pure 
enough tims to return to dust. Why, then, expose my por- 
eon? Pray see to this. If it docs not appear contradictory 
or silly, I beg to be kept as long as possible before I am oon- 
BJgned to the earth." 



xn. 

BECOLIiECnOHS OF A LAWTEB— 8TRIKIBG ANECDOTES. 



The following is a communication to the Eoening Post tA 
this city, which appeared in the early part of J 858 : 

"I am a member of the New York bar; and, about twenty 
years ago, my praxis was priocipatly in Chancery. Colonel 
Aaron Burr sought me ont — employed me to draw pleadiugi 
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and to move matters before the then Chancellor; my lery 
Dioety and p:irticiilavUy appeared to please him, for he waa 
choice in expressions and particular in the posUioti of sen- 
tences. He wanted mc to become his partner ; but judiciona 
(ticnds strongly ui-ged mo against it. He was always Bciwi- 
tivc and prompt. 

" On my first being closeted with him, I was stmck with lus 
eerpent-lilie fascination. His head, eyea, and mouth, were «> 
veiy enakc-like. His habit in talking to you while he sat at 
a distance, was to have one of his long finger:) extended, with 
which ho really seemed to be feeling you all over, while his 
remarkably pien-ing small dark cyo appeared to have a nail 
in it that fcsteucd yon. Ho always had queer people about 
him, whose free manners were a strange contrast to his mea- 
sured correctness of deportment. 

" I doubt his hanng packages of old letters about bim at the 
timo of de.ith. I remember once being with him in what was 
known as the Aldermen's Room, at the City Hall, while the 
Chancellor was holding court. I pomted to the picture there 
of Washington by the side of a white horse, and observed that 
Washington must have been a handsome and remarkably well- 
fonncd man. 'Ho was no such thing, sir,' said Burr; 
' Washington never stood for that portrait ; he, sir, was very 
111 mado about the legs and feet ; a Captain Smith, who was 
considered the handsomest man in the army, stood to the 
painter for that figure.' Burr, as we know, never loved 
Washington, I then suggested to the Colonel that there must 
bo many impublished interesting fiicts connected with the early 
history of our country, and it was a pity that he did not print 
bis remembrances, ' Sii-,' said he, ' it would not be safe to 
do so at this day ; many truths would be too humbling to be 
nredited. I did once iniend to write fully all my experience, 
and had collected together a large correspondence and docn- 
ments, labelled them i-ery carefully, and, with all my private 
oorrespondeoco and papci-a, had them very particularly put up 
in tin boxes. Perhaps, sir, you know I had a daughter?* I 
bowed an afBrmative. 'Well, sir, when my daughter was 
■Ixut to take vessel for the South, I entrusted all these ^ 
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boxes and all mj other Tnluablcs to her. Tba ship, fiir, 1 
lost, my danghter, and al! I had entrusted to her.' 

" An anecdote has fotind its way into a newspaper, that Mr. 
Emmet, in a cause connected wJtli the Manumission Society, 
mentioned the name of Alexander Hamilton in a pointed man- 
ner, and that Burr quailed. I neither believe that Emmet 
would have done such a thing in the way it is mentioned, DOr 
;hat the name would have daunted the man who fihol Hamil- 
ton. Take an anecdote in point. lUr. John Ant — n, a. broth- 
er lawyer, had a bust of Hamilton in his ofGce, and, fiom a 
Rick or habit, A., when in earnest thought or talk, would fix 
bis eye u|}on the bust. Burr had a consultation with him; 
and A., unconsciously, fixed his eye uixin the pale Hamilton ; 
but, instintly remembering, withdrew Ills sjglit from it. still 
not before Buit divined liis thoughts. The Colonel quietly, 
slowly poked out his long fingers, pointed to the bust very 
deliberately and said : ' Ho may thank me — I made him » 
great man.' 

" I remember being in his room ; thmgs lumbered about ; a 
decanter of wine, and another of water, were on a table witii 
some glasses. A fcnuile child of three or lour years old, hav- 
ing long &ir hair, oame, with a quick step, into the room. 
Burr, with shaky hand, filled a glass with water and another 
with wine, and held them out invitingly towards the child, 
who promptly rushed to the wine. ' Only see,' said Burr, 
with a sort of elated air, ' how the little imp of h-ll prefera 
wino to water.' 

" He once was anxious to procure an injunction from the Hon. 
Ogden Edwards, then equity judge, and I accompanied him 
to the rooms of the latter. I was left to move andtoai^ue; 
bat no ingenuity could stir the judge, he would not grant us 
an injunction. When wo left, I said : ' Well, Colonel, w* 
couldn't succeed !' 

" ' No, sir ; he's so d — d obstinate,' 

"The fiiot is, we really bad do right to au injunction. 

" O. E." 
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BURB'S OPINION OF WASHINOTOir. 



Bt way of ehowiog that Aaron Burr was not the only of- 
ficer in the anniea of the revolution who thought ill of Gen. 
Washington's abilities, I copy tbo following curiouB passage 
fromlngeraoIl'aWarof 1812, Vol. T, p. 86:— 

"Gen. Thomas Craig was of the Gates or Anti-Washington 
party of the army of the revolution ; as such, and as a man of 
high, uncompromising temper, bad enemies, but fought his 
way through all grades from captaincy, with ■nbich he en- 
tered the army, to the command of a regiment, which, there- 
fore, according to the established regulation, entitled him to 
the nominal rank of general, when he left it at the peace of 
1783. To the last of his protracted life, which lasted till he 
was nearly one hundred years old, he persevered in two 
sentimenis, which in this country of i-cHgious and political 
freedom, however uncongenial with those of most persona, no 
one can deny bis right to. One was disrespect to Washing- 
ton, whose talents and military capacity he always and utterly 
denied with unappeasable aversion ; the other was, denial of 
the divinity of the author of the Christian religion. Since 
Washington's fortunate death and canonization, Gen, Craig's 
Infidelity to him has found fewer sj-mpathizers, probably, in 
Europe or America, than the deism which great numbers 
Bhare with him — in whose list many place Pcnn, FnmkUn,' 
Jeffiarson, John Adams, and Madison." 
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BURR ON THE ANTI-8LATERT AGITATIOIT. 



Mr. WrLUAU Llovd Guieison, in tho Boston Liberalar 
x)t' January SLh, 1858, published the following rcmioiacence : 

" It ib ccitaiuly to Burr's credit that, while he was a men- 
ber of ibc New York Lc^slaturc in 1TS4, a bill hnving been 
introduced foi- ilio gradual abolition of slavery in that Sute, 
*ho was iu favor of a speedier extinction of tho anomaly, and 
moved to amend the bill so as to totally abolish slavery after 
ft certain d^ty.' His aiiiendment having been rejected, he voted 
for the original bill, which was lost. Probably it was his last 
effort in that direction; for in 1831-2 — I cannot now detar- 
mine the precise date, but not long after t'lO publication of 
r/w Liberator waa coinmeDced — Aaron Burr visited Boston, 
and 6Cnt me a special request to have an interview with Iiim 
at the Marlboro' Hotel. Curious to see so noted a man, and 
especially to know what could be his object in soliciting an 
acquaintance, I at once complied with his request, and had a 
free conversation with hiro on tho subjeot of slavery. Ho xe- 
ceived me with tho suavity and politeness for wliich ho was 
do remarkable, and with great adroitness undertook to di&- 
.Buadc me from prosecuting tho anti-slavery crtusc, and OOQ- 
tiu'ting to publish T/ie Liberalor — skilfully setting forth the 
hopelessness of my object, the perils to which I should be sub- 
jected, the dnugers of a general emancipation of the slaves, 
tho power and spirit of the Slave Oligarchy, &e., &c., Ac 
His manner was patronizing, and, with his strong and plau- 
sible representations of the dangers and difficulties in the case, 
well calculated to make a deep impression on ray then youth- 
ful mind. He had a remarkable eye, more penetrating, more 
fascinating than any I had ever seen, while Ills appeariUiGO was 
traly venerable. But he was baffled ia his purpose, and boc 
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fonnd tUat be was dealing with one who occupied a very d'jfi 
rereut pl.ioo from his ovm ; K'hoso tmst was not in man, ib4 
in the living God ; who was not to be intimidated or discou^ 
Aged by any portrayal of consequcnoes, whether real or ima- 
ginary ; who was animated by a love of impartial liberty, oat 
could not stoop to any considerations of worldly policy, iiif 
bo revealed Iiimself to my moral sense, I saw that ho was ct9- 
Atitutc of any fixed principles, and that unyielding obedienop 
to the higher law was regarded by him as credulity or ianat^ 
oism. let I do not remember that be undertook to argue the 
lightfulness of slavery — Ida aim being, rather, to convince me 
both of the folly and danger of attempting to slrugglc witb 
the Slave Power for its overthrow. 

" Wo parted — he courteous and plausible to the last, and | 
oncom promising — and we never met again. What other o^H 
ject brought him to Boston I ooold not learn ; the next d«y 
he retui'ncd to New York." 
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Tim following ia part of a paper read before the Long Island 
Historical Society, September 24tb, 18G3, by Judge John 
Greenwood : — 

"As to Col. Burr, I enjoyed peculiar advantages of know^ 
edge, having been l'.ira period of aboutsix years, namely, froQ 
^ut 1814 to 1820, a clerk and sludeot i« hi& office ftad ia o«» 
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etant inlercourse with Mm, and this at a period of nij 1% 
nrhcn the strongest impressions were likely to be maile 
upon mc. 

"The dark side of Col. Burr's characterhas been very often 
presented, and it ia unnecessary that I should make another 
eshibitioR of it. It gives me pleasure to be able to brin^into- 
tho light features upon which it is moi-O agreeable to dwell,, 
and some of which, indeed, maj be contemplated withi 
advantage. 

" Let mo first speak of his temperance iu eating and drluk- 
ing. It would be natural to Kuppose that a man Bomcwbat 
onrcstricted, as it must bo admitted he was, In one respect 
which may be regarded as in some degree correlative, would 
not bo very much restniincd in the indulgences of the table. 
Bat the fict is otherwise. Hia diet was vei7 light. A cup 
of coJTeo and a roll, with but seldom the addition of an c^, 
and never of meat or lish, constituted his breakfast. His din- 
ner, in a majority of cases, consisted of roasted potatoes seas- 
oned with a little salt and butter, or pcrfcaps of some thick- 
aned milk (called sometimes "bonmj clabber") sweetened with 
flugar. A cup of black tea with a slice of bread and butter 
was the last meal ; and these constituted, as the general nile, 
his whole sustenance for twenty-four hours. The exception 
was when some friend was invited by him to dinner. Ho was 
very fond, when seated at tabic, of having hia favorite cat 
near him, and it was a pleasant thing to see puss sit on the 
srm of his chair and keep him company. As to spiritnons 
liquors I have no hesitation in saying, from personal knowl* 
edge, that he never used them. His usiial beverage was claret 
and water, sweetened with loaf sugar. His wine ho bought 
by the cask, and bad bottled at his residence. The result of 
his abstemious eourac of living was that ho enjoyed uniform 
good health, which was seldom, if ever, interrupted. 

" His induatrif was of the most remariiable character, bh 
deed it may with truth be said tiiat he never was idle. Ho 
was always employed in some way, and what is more, re- 
quired every one under him to be so. Sometimes, in coming 
Aroagh the office, and observing that I was not at work, us X 
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miglit not have boen for the momeiit, he would say, ' Master 
John, can't you liod something to do ?' although it is gale to 
Boy that no clerk in an office was ever more constantly worked 
than I was. He would rise at an early hour in the morning, 
devote himBclf to busmess all day — for ho had a large genomi 
practice — and usually retired to i-est not sooner than twelve or 
half paet twelve at night. In this way he would accomplish 
a vist amount of work. His pei-severance and indefatigabil- 
ity, ^10, were strikingly characteristic. No plan or purpose 
once tbrmed was abandoned, and no amoimt of labor to dis- 
oonrage him, or cause him to desist. To begin a work was, 
with liim, to finish it. How widely, in this lepeot, ho differed 
from some professional men of liis own and the present day 1 
need hardly say. I could recur to some greatly his juniors in 
yeai's, who wei-e, and arc hia very opposites in this respect. 
He was for having a thing done, too, as soon a^ it could be, 
and not, as some have erroneously supposed, for seeing how 
long il could be put off before it was begun. 

" But I must say a word of hia manner in courl. He seemed, 
in the street and everywhere in public, to be strongly con- 
scious that be was a mark of observation — not indeed in the 
sense in which Hamlet is spoken of as ' the obsei-ved of all ott 
servers,' but as an object, to somo of curiosity, to others of 
hostile or suspicious regard. Carrying this feeling into a 
court-room his manner was somewhat reserved, though never 
Bubmissive, and ho used no unnecessary words. Ho would 
present at once the main point of his case, and as his prepara- 
tion was thorough, would usually be successful. But ho wm 
not eloquent. If he thought his dignity assailed in any matt- 
DoriCven inferentially, his rebuke was withering in the cutting 
Bkrcosm of its few words, and the lightning glance of his tei^ 
rible eyes which few could withstand. I may say in this con- 
Dexion that his self-possession, under the most trying clronm- 
■tances, was wonderful, and that he probably never knew what 
it was to fear a human being. 

" If there was anything whinh Burr's proud spirit supremdy 
itspised, it was a mean, pri, ing curiosity. He early inculcated 
■ matho lesBOD, never to read even an opened letter tddr oan aj 
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to another wlich might bo lying in my way, and never t6 
look over another who was wiking a letter. It was one of 
toy duties to copy bis letters, and I shall never forget the in- 
£gnant and withering look which, on ono occasion, he gave 
to a person in the office who endeavored to see what I was 
copying. Neither would he tolerate any impertinent staring 
Or gazing nt hira as if to spy oat his secret thoughts and 
Mflections. 

" You will bo glad lo hear mo say something of his very 
ftecinating pouxrs in conversation. It may seem strange, if 
Aot incredible, that a man who had passed through such vi^»- 
iitudcs as be had, and who mnst have had snch a crowd c€ 
early and pressing memorii?9 on his mind, should bo able to 
^scrvo a uniform serenity and even cheerfulness ; but sneh 
h the fjct. His manners were courtly and his carriage grAOe- 
All, and ho had n winning smile in moments of pleasant ii)t«r- 
muree which seemed almost to charm you. He would Inugfa, 
too, sometimes, as if his heart was bubbling with joy, and he 
e&eci was irresistible. Nobody could tell a story or an aneo 
dote better than he ootild, and nobody enjoyed it better tbftB 
indid himself. His maxim was /niaviCer in modo, /ortHa' M 
M. Yet, where spirits and n determined manner were nt- 
quirod, probably no man over showed them more effectively. 
Although comparatively small in person and light in frame^ I 
feve seen him rebuke and put to silence men of position in 
fooiety greatly his superiors in physical strength, who w«r4 
wanting in respect in their language towards him. 

" Col. Burr was a gocial ■man ; that is, h© Hked the ocut^ 
psny of a friend, and would spend a half hour with hira in 
oonvorsaiion most agreeably. Occasionally one with wh<Hn 
ft« had been on intimate terms, and who had shared his ad- 
»«jtnres, like Samuel Swartwout or Willisira Hossack, woidfl 
anil, and have a pleasant time. Dr. W. J. McNevin was alstt 
fDtimate with him. He was very fond of youmj company. 
Children were delighted with him. He not only took an in- 
ierest in their eporis, but conciliated them, and attached tbem 
l» him by presents. The latter, I may observe, was also oa* 
•I hia modeft of pleariag titemoreuatunAf tfcfgeetlftr aeb 
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"H© was very fond of alluding to cvonts in bia military 
Kfe. Indei^d I think that he chiefly prided hiniBcIf upon his 
niilitmy cbaiacler. His counsel was much souglit by foreign- 
ers engaged in revolutionary euter()ri9es, who happened to be 
it) New York; and during the period of the rcvoiution in 
Caraccas, Generals Carrera and Kibas, who took part iii it, 
and during its existence visited Kew York, woro on vcvy in- 
timate terms with bim. The former wTia n gcnllcmaii of grcaC 
talent, but of modest and i-etired bearing. 

" There are some who suppose that Col. Burr had no virtues. 
This is a mistake. lie was trno in his friendships, and would 
go any length to serve a friend ; and he had also the strongest 
sfiCeotions. I sbill never forg«t the incidents concerning the 
tOBB of his daughter Tboodoeia, then wife of Gov. Alston of 
South Carolina. Soon after Col. Burr's rctnra from Europa 
to New York, ho arranged for her to eome on and visit him, 
wd 8ho set out, as is known, from Georgetown in a small 
aobooner, callofl the Patriot. Timothy Grccii, a retired lair- 
yer in Now York, a ma*!! woi-thy man and an old friend of 
GoL Bnn-, went on by land to accompany her. The &ct of 
the depai-turo of the vessel, with his daughter and Mr. Greuo 
•D board, was communicated by letter from Gov. AlstiHi to 
Col. Burr, and he looked forward with anticipations of joy to 
the meeting which, after bo many years of separation, waa to 
Coke place between himself and his dear child. A full timo 
for the arrival of the vessel at \ew York elapsed, but she did 
Bot come. As d;iy after day passed, and still nothing was 
■eOB OT heard of the vessel or of his daughter, that face, which 
had before shown no gloom or sadoess, began to exhibit tho 
UgD of deep and deeper concern. Every means was resorted 
to to obtain information, but no lldinga were ever heard of 
the vessel or of her upon whom all tho affections of bis nature 
bad been bestowed. 'Ilope deferred' did iu this case, in- 
tfe«d, make sick, and nearly crush the heart. His symbol, 
which he loved occasionally to stamp upon the seal of a letter, 
was a rock in the tempest-tossed ocean which neither wind 
Bor wave could move. But his tirm nnd manly uaturc, wMoh 
•M daqd^T CI reversa noi uiy of tbe pravioos mrguMtanooa at 
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life hail been able to shake, was near gi^Tug way. It waa bi- 
lerostiDg though painful to witness his struggle; but ho did 
rise superior to his grief^ and the light once more shone upon 
bis countenance. But it was ever afterwards a subdued light. 
There was a story afterwards that the vessel had been seiied 
by tho crew, and the passengers killed, with a view of eon- 
verting her into a pirate ; but this story has never been traced 
to any reliable source, allliough a publication was made at one 
timo that a confession to this effect had been made by some 
dying sailor. 

" Somethiug will bo expected to be said by me with regard 
to his due! with Gen. Hamilton. So much Lis been written 
on this subject ab'cady that I can add nothing to the history 
of tho transaction. Every one will form an opinion for him- 
self as to who was to blnmc in that unfortunate affair. I will 
say, however, that it was a matter to which Col. Burr, from 
delicacy, never referred. Ho was no boaster and no calum- 
niator, and certainly he would have had no word of censure for 
his dead antagonist. I will relate, however, an anecdote told me 
by him, indicating the degree of hostility felt towards him by 
some after that transaction, and at tho some time his own in- 
trepidity, although to the latter he seemed not to attach the 
slightest impoi-tance. He was traveling in the interior of the 
State, and had reached a country tavern wheie he was to stay 
for the night. He was seated at a table iu his room engaged 
in writing, when tho landlord came up, and announced that 
two young roen were below and wished to see him, and added 
that thiiir manner seemed rather singular. He had heard that 
two very enthusiastic young gentlemen were on his track, and 
ho was not therefore surprised at the announcement. Taking 
out his pistols, and laying them before him, he told the land, 
lord to show them up. They came up, and as one was about 
to advance into his room. Bun- told him not to approach a 
foot nearer. Then addressing them, he said : ' What is yonr 
business V Tlio foremost said, ' Are you Col. Burr ?' ' Yes,* 
said the Colonel. ' Well,' says the young man, ' we have 
come to take your life, and mean to havo it before we go 
ftway.' Cpou this, Burr, laying his hand upon one of his tns* 
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tols, replied, ' Ton arc brave fellows, are you not, to come 
hero two of you ngaiDBt one man? Now if cither of you has 
any coiirnge, eomc out ivith nie and choose your own dUtance, 
and ril give you a chance to make fame. But if yoii don't 
accept this proposal,' bringing the severest glance of his ter- 
rible eyes to bear upon them, ' I'll take the life of the first one 
of you that raises bis aim.' They were both cowed, and 
walked off like puppies. 

"It may not, perhaps, be out of place to relate hero another 
incident, illustrating Col. Burros remarkable presence of mind, 
vhicb occurred while ho was in Paris, Ho had received a 
remittance of a considerable sum of money, and his valet 
formed a plan to rob him ol it by coming upon him unawares 
witli a loaded pistol. Burr was engaged in reading or writ- 
ing ia bis room at a late hour at night, when the fellow en- 
tered with pietol in hand. Burr recognized him in a moment, 
and turning suddenly round, said to him sternly, ' How dare 
you come into the room with your hat on ?' The valet, struck 
ly a sudden awe, and the consciousness of having violated that 
decomm which had trom habit become virtually part of Im 
nature, raised bis arm to take off bis hat, when Duit rushed 
npon him, tripped him down, wrested his pistol from him, and 
calling for aid, had him secured and carried of. 

" Col. Burr, as is well known, was what is termed a good 
ahoC with a pistoL To illustrate his skill in this respect, I will 
relate a circum.ttance told mo by an old colored man, named 
•Harry,' who was in the habit, while I was with Col. Burr, 
of coming to his house to clean his boots, and do little jobs. 
* Harry ' had lived many years with the Colonel while the lat- 
ter's residence was at Bicbmond Hill, in the upper part of 
New York. The Colonel of\cn had dinner parties, and aftor 
dinner the gentlemen would go out upon the back piazza to 
enjoy tho air, and would amuse themselves by fir'uig with a 
pistol at apples which 'Harry' would throw up for them. 
Said 'Harry,' laughing in the way peculiar to an old African, 
'De Colonel would hit 'era almos ev'ry time while d'oder gen- 
tlemen couldn't bit 'em at ail.' 

"The charge against Coh Borr cf Ovaaon baa fonoed ft 
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pronuncmt part of Ms history. All tbo facta dcvclopctl on ific 
trial have bcea long since published, and it will not, of courso, 
be oxpccicd that I should refer to them. I ivill say, however, 
that this was a subject npon which he was always disposed, 
whenever proper, to converse with those n-ho wore intimate 
with him, I myaclf have conversed wilb liim iipoa it. He 
said ho had been entirely misunderstood and misrepresented 
as to the object nhich ho had in view. Ho had never, lie 
Stated, any design hostile to the United States or any part of 
it. His object was, as ho said, to make himself master of 
Mexico, and place himself at the head of it, and if they had 
let him alone, he would have done it. He scorned to cntoftain 
a groat contempt for Gon. Wilkinson, who was In command 
at the South at tbo time, considering huii a very wcnk man. 

" Colonel Burr, like other great men, had some rcmark- 
^e eccenlricili^ of character. Ho was very load of all 
sorts of inventions, and always trying experiments. He 
Duzzled his brains for a lonjr time to get some motive poww 
?rhich would avoid the necessity of wsinjr fire or stcnm, of 
which Livingston and Fulton then held the njonopoly. Ho 
had models made, and I also got my ambition cKcitcd aboot 
k. But his efforts end my own philosophical ]iowora and 
chemical knowledge ftll short, af^er a hard trial, of oceom- 
plishing the object. One gi-eat end which ho desired to at- 
tain in housekeeping was to mvefncl — not money ; and I have 
known him to go to an expense, I should judge, of forty or 
fifty dollars in contrivances to save five dollars in the value ot 
wood consimied. When Quincy's soap-stone stoves wera in- 
troduced, his e\porimont8 were almost interminable. 

"Ho was very liberal, and even reckless in qwndinj money 
fop certain purposes, while in othera, such as bill:, of mechan 
ioB, he was very particular and scrutinizing. Ho liked to 
have a bill looked over very carefidly, and reduced to as low 
on amount as the case wonid admit of, but, so far as I know, 
never practiced any dishonesty or refused to pay any just debt 
which he had incurred. A Scotch carpenter, by the iiatno of 
Andrew Wright, who did a great deal of jobbing carpcntOT'B 
^<ak ii>r hia, and whooe bilk it vraa nmongst my duties to 
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Miamltic, finding the conrsG pursued in rolatioQ to tbom, took 
it very good-natui-edlj-, but adopted an ingcnioua expedient to 
•scnro a fair amount at leas*. He would make a gross charge 
tor iho job, and then add the items in detail, carrying out also 
charges for them. I will not saj the amount waB intended to 
be duplicated, but after the ordeal through which the bill 
psascd, ho got, probably, what was fiiirly due. 

" I stated in a former part of this paper that Col. Burr wa» 
very temperate in eating and drinking. Whilst, that is true, 
It is not true that be was bo in i-espcot to sniokin;;. Ho was 
■D inveterate and constant smoker. He oven had cigars of aa 
flxtra length manuihctured to onabto him the better to enjoy 
die tobacco, and at the sarne time to avoid tbc necessity of 
fighting Ji-csh tMgars after others had been consumed. It was, 
and is now to me incomprehensible, how a man of his slender 
make could stand such a constant esoitemont of bis nervous 
■jnteio, and draw upon his secretory organs (for ho was not a 
iry smoker) without being senously injorod by it. But I 
■ever noticed that they produced any dclctcrions eScct. His 
otHistitutioD had, no doubt, bcoQ bardonod by the cicposures 
asd discipline of his early military life, and this may bo the 
explanation. What n^ll you say when I tell you that in addi- 
tion to this ho took smiff? 

"He knew a good deal about horses, and could get more 
■ervicc out of one without injuring him than any man I ever 
know. He took journeys ollcn in a horse and gig, and I 
nsnally accompanied him. He would hire at a livery stable, 
and with a common horse would titivel seven miles an hoar 
ill the day through, and would carry this rato sometimes 
tbrough the second, and sometimes tbo third day. His mode 
was to keep the horse up to that gnit, but never to exceed it. 
Bo never attempted to pass a countryman in a wagon, with- 
out asking his permission, and m this way ho avoided all ao- 
myances from dust in little races which might otherwise have 
taken place. 

" I have forborne thus fiir to refer to a matter connected 
with the character of Col. Burr and ideotiBcd almost with his 
if and oltiwagb not wttliin the jAaa witb trhiob 1 itHMd 
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lu this nutico, I ought not perhaps to omit it. I iiUnde, <rf 
coarse, to his gaUanlries. This is a topic upon which it would 
be impossible to speak with any particularity without trans- 
cending that limit of propriety withia which all public discus* 
sions should be coDliiied. I shall, therefore, Bpc^k of it in the 
most general terms. I do not believe tliat Col. Burr was any 
woi-sc in this respect than many men of his own and of the 
present day who pass for better men. The difference between 
them is that be was much less disguised, and tiiat he did not 
pretend to be what he was not. I think he was quite as mndi 
Hou^t aftei' by the other sex as he was a seeker. There 
seemed indeed to be a charm and fascination about him which 
continued even to a late period of his life, and wliieh was too 
powerful for the flail, and Bomelimes even for the strong to 
resist. I know that he has been accused of much nTong in 
that respect, and it may be with truth. I feel no disposition 
to justify him in bis course, or even to palliate what must be 
regarded in the best aspect as a vice. But I have heard him 
say, and if it be true it is certainly much in his favor, that he 
never deceived or made a false promise to a woman in his life. 
This is much more than many can say who have a much better 
name than he has. His married life (vith Mrs. Prevost (who 
had died before I went into his office) was of the most aSeo> 
tionate character, and bis fidelity never questioned. There is 
another thing, too, which I will add to his credit. He was 
always a gentleman in bis language and deportment. Noth- 
ing of a low, ribald, indecent, or even indelicate character 
ever cscngied his lips. Ho had no disposition to corrupt 
others. One other thing I will add in this coimection. Col. 
Burr, in every thing relating to business, and, indeed, in all 
his epistolary correspondence with men, had a spedal regard 
for the maxim that, ' things written remain,' and was very 
careful as to what he wrote. But with regard Ia the other 
lex, such was his confidence in them that be wrote to them 
with very little i-estraint, 

" Some will perhaps like to know what were his religiovs 
ecnlimenCs. I do not think he was a believer in the Bible as 
Dontainiog u Divinely revealed religion, nor in the Bnperhoniaa 
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nature of CbriBt and what are deemed tlio miun points of the 
■chcDic of salvation through Christ, Ho was, however, very 
reticent in these respects, and may have been, as many ore, 
more of a skeptic than a disbeliever. He went to cbnrdi 
occasionally to hear some romarbablo preacher, and always 
behaved reverently. 

" I mnst point you to one admirablo and strong character- 
iatic in him. He sought with young men, in whom he felt an 
interest, to graft them as it were with his indomitable will, 
energy, and pei-scvomnce I can truly say, that although 1 
was often overtasked beyond my powers, and even to the in. 
jury, no doubt, of my health, go that his conrsc seemed to me 
to be over-^jxacling and oppressive, yet that ho constantly in- 
dted me to progress in all the varioun modes and department* 
of mental culture, o\'en in music, the influence of which he 
deemed of great importance, although he had but little taste 
for, and no knowledge of it himself; and that my success in 
life, so far as I have succeeded, has heen owing to the habits 
e( industry and perseverance which were formed under hb 
training. 

*'Col. Burr was rather under the medium height, but well 
proportioned, of light but sinewy frame, and of great powers 
of endurance both of body and mind. His gait was measured, 
and rather that of the soldier than the civilian. But ho moved 
along BO quietly that his pace, to some, might soem alma^t 
stealthy. 

"As to the character of kin mind it would be probably pre- 
Bnmptuons in me to attempt to analyse it. If I should express 
an opinion it would he that it was not large, comprehensive, 
and philosophical, but rather quick, penetrating, and dlscem- 
iDg. He was a shrewd planner, and indefatigable and per- 
severing in carrying out his i)lans, although ho did not always 
§accccd in accomplishing them. He was a good scholar, 
aoquuntcd with polite literatui'c, and spoke the French and 
Spaubh — the former fluently, I think his heart was not in 
the profession of the law, but that ho followed it piincipally 
for its gains. Ho was, however, a good lawyer, was versed 
ui the oommoo. civil, and international law; acquainted geih 
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orally ivith Ihe reports of adjudicated cases, and in prepuiag 
imporumt Gases usually trnucd up the luw to its anciem 
sources. Gut political and military life seemed to interest liim 
moi'c than any thin^ else, altbougli he never ucgloctod his 
business. He prided Uimself probably more upon his military 
qualities than upon any other. If ho could buve gratified Ma 
ambition by becoming King or Emperor of Mexico, he would 
no doubt have been in his glory. But this was not to be. 
For years after I was in Uis otiicc, he coniinned the prafltice 
«f the law, but with his advancing years his business gi'adli- 
ally di-o])])cd oS*, although the fruits of the weU-known Edeo 
Buits leli him still a small fund. His alliance or rather meaal' 
liance tvith Madame Juniel, and their divorce on her coB' 
plaint, were among the later and more unfortunate events oi 
bis life, lie was rednced gradually to obscurity and poverty, 
and died, as is known, on Staten Island with scarcely a fiiand 
at his side. 

" Thus terminated the career of one who played so promi- 
■leat a part on the gi-cat stago of public lifo in the days of 
Washington, Jefferson, and Hamilton. 

" The lesson which may be learned from his life and its ter- 
mination is, that bowcvev distinguished a man may otherwise 
be, if ho lacks those virtues which are recognized as being 
essential to the well-being of society, and sets at defiance the 
opinions and sentiments of the community concerning them, 
he can never permanently succeed. Such a com'sc 1*0006) 
Upon its author, and there is an ovcn-Iianded justice that com- 
mends the ingredients of the poisonod chalice lo liis own lips. 
He could have outlived the effect of the duel with Hamilton, 
and eveu the influence of his an^ist and trial for ti'cason, if hlA 
[inrate character liad been such as to secure the public I'espeet 
wd «Btssm. But unfortunately it vaa ooU" 
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BDHR'S LAST PItlElTD. 



The benevolent and gifted lady wUo solaced the last yean 
ad days of Bun'e life U now no more. Her name was Mrt 
Joshua Webb. She was one of tbosc women, bo numerous Id 
•the world that almost every iwrson in it ean eall one to mind, 
who eeem foi'mcd by natui'c for the sole pni-pose of being ea- 
orificed to the welliire nnd happiness of otbci-e, and who, in 
that Baciilicc, tind their own happiness. She inherited a vevy 
liberal annuity (£iiOO), one half of which bIic sold, aftar the 
death of her Grst husband, to pay his debts. When Ghe 
reoeivcd Burr, paralytic and helpless, she was keeping a lai^ 
boarding bouse in Broadway, near the Bowling Green, theo 
the most fashionable quarter in the eity. She gsive up her 
own apartments tliat tbc dybig politician might be more con- 
veniently lodged ; and ehe attended Mm with the most afleo- 
tionato and imtinng assidnity. 

Mrs. Webb was a complete realization of the cxprcsnon, 
*' thorougb-bred." In her youth she must have been ados- 
zling bcanty, and she retained, to the last, a wondoi-fnl viva- 
Mty of mind, and chnnn of manner. Tliore was notliing she 
would not do to obligo and seric a fdend. Never was llicre 
a more " game " woman. By the side of a man t>bc esteemed 
Btid trusted, she would have calmly braved poverty the 
most pinching and hopeless, and obloquy tbc most uuivcrsal 
imd intense ; and this, too, without losing her temper or htf 
oheerfulness. There is no court in which ahc would not have 
shoac, and maintained a lasting sway ; bnt the place where 
the exhibited best her character and her talents was the dck- 
room of some neglected or fallen man, whose chief title to her 
«BTe was, that be bad no one eUe to care for him. She had 
tfao true nnrse'a toaoh — dehoate, dexterous, and fiim. Sbe 
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was never weary of her work. She could amuse by hor o 
versadon ; she was an excellent reader ; sho could sing the 
Bongs of her native Scotland ; she had a hundred pleasant 
ways of raising the drooping spirits of the sick and miserable. 
Her mere presence was medicine given in wino. As a mother, 
in a world full of good mothers, it would be hard to find her 
equal for fondness and devotion. AAcr a long life spent in 
self-denying and unrequited toils, continued to the last of her 
etrength, she has gone to a sphci-o where, I trust, those who 
have nobly ministered to others, ivill themselves be nobly 
ministered unto. 

Tho controversy excited by the publication of this work m 
1857, called forth from Mrs, Webb a statement respecting the 
papers left by Col. Biij'r. The most valuable of his papers 
went down in the vessel in which his daughter, Theodosia, 
was lost. Touching certain other papers, Mrs, Webb wrote: 

" Some two years previous to the death of Col. Burr, who 
was then residing at the corner of Gold and Fulton streets, 
sick and bedridden, I went, accompanied by his relative and 
staunch friend, tho lato Mr. Ogden E. Edwaids, to see him, 
and found him helpless, and needing gi-catly the attention that 
women only can bestow. He had a female servant, who at- 
tended to him, as all hirelings do, with apathy. Mr. Edwards, 
for some time previous, had attended to tlic Colonel's finaiidal 
eonccms, received his pensions, supplied his wants, &c., ivith 
a zeal and fidelity lltat commanded the Colonel's gratitude, 
and the good feeling of the few fi-iends tliat lime had left the 
prosecuted old man. Tlierc lay, in helpless loneliness, the man 
whom I had been taught from eliildhood to regard as a great, but 
a doomed man. My impressions had been received from my 
father, who knew him well, and loved as well as he knew 
him ; and who could not have loved a bad man. For many 
years Col. Burr had been tho friend of myself and family. 
Providence had placed me in a situation to afibvd him those 
comforts which his condition requii'ed- I prepared rooms for 
him in my house, and he accepted my invitation to come, as 
my guest, and remain as long as he pleased. He came, and 
with him oame fire or six large packing oases, containing hit 
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law papero, letters, &c, I was then first informed that Mr. 
Davia waa about writing the Colonel's lifo, 

" He desired me to lot Mr. Davis and Mr. Townaend, who 
wore friends of long etanding, have access to the papers irhen 
they wished. They generally came and went together, and 
took with them such of the papers as were required for the 
biography, under the inspection always of Mr. Edwards and 
myself, by the request of Col. Burr. When it was known that 
the house was to be demolished to give place to the present 
structure, the Hon. Ogden Edwards and myself had a conver- 
satioD with the Colonel in regard to his papers, when it was 
determined that the large bulk of them should be consigned 
to the care and custody of Jlr. Ogden Edwards, the ever 
laithful and untiring friend of the Colonel, leaving the other 
portion in my possession, where some of them now remain j 
the rest having been delivered by mo to Mr. Davis, and taken 
away by him on a cart in sacks. Com my residence in 
Brooklyn. 

"Thus then, were the papers in my possession for npwards 
of two years, and often, at the Colonel's request, looked over 
by Mr. Edwards and myself. L«t mo here say that Irmxr 
saw a letter or document among the papers of Coi.Burrtfud 
vx>uld brinff a blush to the cheek, or a tear to the eye of any one. 
If there were letters of such a kind, they must have escaped 
the rigid acnitiny of two sincere friends of the Colonel, to 
whom bis reputation was, and to one of whom it b, still dear 
— the other having gone to join him in that far off, better land, 
where en^-y and malice are nnknown. 

" All who knew Col. Bnrr, knew him to be a silent, secre- 
tive man. Is it likely, then, that one who had suffered perse- 
cution deeply as he had done, wonld, even if he had the power, 
expose others to the tortures he had suffered ? As early as 
the year 1829, the husband of the writer of this loado prepar- 
ation, by the examination of documents and frequent consol- 
ations with Col. Burr, for writing his biography. This was 
long before JUr, Davis was thought of for performing such ser- 
vice. If circumstances had not prevented the fulfilment of 
;^that intention, CoL Burr would have bad, at least, jostios 
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done 10 him. The whole life of Col. Burr cnntradiobi ttm 
§tatenient made by Mr. Davis, respecting lettera, &c, UoL 
Burr snfiered, but be suffered silently. I do not believe that 
the man exists, or ever did exist, of whom he would have 
Bpoken evil, or to whom lie would have done an Injury. I do 
not cpeak unadvisedly, but from the iiifoniiatioo of a dear do- 
parted parent, who esteemed Col. Burr enough to consigs his 
grandson to his care, and his small iiiherilance to his gnar- 
dianship — & trust that lie faithfully fulfilled. The writer of 
the article in the Albany Journal above alluded to, labors 
iinder more than one mistake. He says Col. Burr hoarded in 
Broadway, Col. Burr did not board ; he was received a« an 
old and valued friend, without fee or rewai'd. lie was at do 
expense, save Iho wages of his nurse, who came with him. 
Aod if that writer means that Col. Burr planted 'sharp 
thorns 'in my pillow, he again labors under a mistake; for 
all the reeollections I have now, or ever had, of Col. Bnrr, 
hrtve been kindly and thornless ; and there is not an act of 
my life for which I am so grate&l as that I was 

"CoL. Bubq's Last Fbihnd." 
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PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF COL. BtJRB. 



An intelligent writer has described it in the New York 

Leader for January 2, 1864 : 

" I knew him personally, from my boyhood, and saw him 
often in the qniet scenes of domestic life, in the honse of a 
gentleman who was always his fiiend. 
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" Ilts personal njipearance was peculiar ; under the laedjuin 
heiglit, his figure was iv ell-proportioned, Rinewy, and clastio, 
appearing in every movement to be governed more by the 
mental than it« mere pbysical attributes. His head was not 
tarj;e, but, as phrenologists Eay, well-proportioned. Hln fore- 
head was high, protruding, but narrow directly over the 
eyes, and widening immediately back. The head was wcU^ 
even daesioally poised on the ehoulders ; his feet and hands 
were peculiarly small ; the nose was rather large, with open, 
expanding nostrils ; and the ears so small as almost to be a 
deformity. But the feature tliat gave character and tone to 
all, and which made his presence felt, was the eye. Perfectly 
round, not large, deep hazel in color, it had an expression 
which no one who had seen it could ever forget. No nuii 
oould stand in presence of Col. Buit, with his eyes fixed on 
him, and not feel that they pierced his innermost thooghtd. 
There was a power in his look — a magnetism, If I may be al- 
lowed the expression — which few persona could resist. 

"I remember an anecdote told me yeai-s ago. Col. Burr 
was traveling from Albany to New York, in the winter by 
stage. The second njgfat the coaches stopped at Foughkeepsie, 
and on this occasion an itinerant juggler hod an exhibition at 
the stage tavern. The passengers, for want of some other 
amusement, attended, and Col. Burr became one of the audi- 
ence. Soon after the performer came out, he walked up to 
Col. B., aud, handing him a silver dollar, requested him to pul 
It in his kerchief, and hold it tightly, as he Intended to per- 
form his best trick with it. Col. B. compiled ; the jierformei 
every few minutes asked lilm If he was sure he still held it, 
the performance ended and the man came to get the dollar 
'Why,' said Col. B., 'I see no trick in this.' 'Don't )-out 
Well, I think it the best trick of the evening; for the moment 
I flaw you I knew yon would see through every trick I 
did, and I gave you the money to distract your attentlou 
from me.' 

"The expression of his fiice, when I knew him — It was first 
Id 1823 — bore in repose a sad and melancholy ^r, yet the 
Jbaturee were mobile, and when addresaing ladies, uttering 



Bome pleasantry or witticism, the smile aronnd his moutfa WM 
literally beautiful, aud hia eyes would lose their piercing look, 
aDd become tender and gentle. His voice was not powerfiil, 
but ronu'l, iull, and crisp, and though never loud, was tender 
or impressive as the occasion required. His elocution in con- 
versation was perfect, always precisely suited to the occasion, 
and the style of thought to which he was giving expression. 
His language was terse, almost epi grammatical, and be rarely 
indulged in illustrations or metaphor ; his words were always 
the most apt that could be used, and he had command of a 
vocabulary which would make Roguet of the Tesauris envions. 
HLs manners were polished, hia motions graceful and easy, 
yet he never for a momenb lost his dignified and noble 
bearing, 

" In mere physical beauty, in elegance of face and figure, 
in brilliancy of the eye, I have seen many men supeiiorto 
Col. Burr ; hut in a bearing and presence which you felt to 
be something beyond other men, with character in every mo- 
tion and expression, in a life of over forty years, and after 
RGGtng all the great men of the country during that period, 1 
have never seen his peer. He wore his hair — which, till quite 
late in life, was long and thick, excepting on the front of the 
bead — massed up on the lop held by a sranll shell comb, the 
whole head profusely powdered. Apropos of this high mass 
of powdered hair. After his duet with Hamilton, there was 
a vulgar idea that Ool. Bnrr always went armed, and was 
ready to shoot any one. He was boarding at a house in Al- 
bany, in Washington street, ray informants being fellow- 
boardera. On one occasion, a black waiter, in remo>-ing a 
dish with meat from the table, accidentally stnick Col. Bnrr'a 
liMr, Bending a shower of powder over the table. Burr, 
quickly turning, said : ' Yon careless scoundrel.' The waiter 
dropped the dish and contents on the floor, and fled as rapidly 
as possible towards the kitchen, esclaiming : ' Don't shoot me. 
Col. Burr, I didn't mean to do it I' Theie was profound si- 
lence at the table for several minutes. 

" His usual dress was a blue siugle-breasted coat with stand 
ing oollar, a buff vest, and dark pants ; in winter, a far cap, 
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iind backskin mittens. I have been thus elaborate in mj de- 
scription of his appearance, because no one of his biographers 
iiave described Mm, and because much of his influence in life, 
and at the bar, iras measurably owing to his looks, mannersi 
voice, and eye. 



xvm. 

LAST WILL OF AABON BUBB. 

I, Aabon Bubr, of the City of New York, now residing at 
number 23 Nassau street, do make and publish this my Last 
Will and Testament as follows : I appointMalthewL. Davis, 
Peter Townsend, and Henry P. Edwards, Attorney and Coun- 
sellor at Law, my Executors. I give the charge and custody 
of my private papers to the said M. L. Davis, to be disposed 
of at his discretion. I propose in a Codicil to be hereunto an- 
nexed to give a Ibt of my debts, and to point out the resources 
from which they are to be paid, and I authorize my said Exe- 
cutors to settle all suits and claims which I may have against 
any person whatsoever, and to give receipts and acquitences 
thereupon, and to sell any land or real estate to which I may 
be entitled at the time of my death, and to give deeds therefor. 
And I do hereby revoke and annul all former and other Wills 
■md Testaments by me made. In Testimony whereof I have 
hereunto subscribed my name, this twenty-first day of April, 
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty-four. A. Burr. Signed, published, and declared by the 
said Aaron Burr, and in his presence, or in the presence of 
each other, the word ^^ resources'' being interlined before sign- 
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rrig. Charles F. Hill, No. 15 Barclay street, apprentice to 
John Tallman, Third Ward. Henry Oscar Taylor, appi-entice 
U> A. Burr, Second Ward, City of New York. 

Whereas, on the twenty-first day of April, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-fonr, I made 
and published my Last WUJ and Testament, and ther^ de- 
ulai-ed my intention of making a Codicil thereto : Now, in 
pursuance of eucli intention, I do hereby make, and dedare, 
and publish this as a Codicil to my said Will, First, I give 
to Bridget Williams the sum of nine hundred dollars, being 
the balance of money left in my bands for this puqjose, with 
which I direct my Executors to purchase an annuity payable 
to her during ber natural life, payable quarterly. Second, I 
give to my two daughtere, known by the names of Frances 

Ann, aged about six years, now residing with Mrs, , 

and under the immediate care of her daughter, Mrs. ; 

the other daughter, named Elizabeth, being about the age of 

two years, now residing with Mrs, , both well knowD 

to Henry 0. Taylor — ail llui rest, and residue of my Es- 
tate, both real and personal, and to the survivor of them 
their heirs and assigns forever. Nevertheless, I give to Sam- 
uel Corp two hundi-ed dollars, being in consideration of an act 
of great liberality, shown towards me more than twenty years 
ago. I regret that it has not been In my power at an earlier 
date to give any evidence of my gratitude towards him. In 
Testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my unme, this 
eleventh day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-five. A. Burr. Signed, published, 
and declared by the said Aaron Burr, in the presence of ua, 
who have hereunto subscribed our names at the request of the 
flaid AaroD Burr, and in his presence, or in the presence of 
each other. The words " being the balance of money left in 
my hands for this purpose," on first page, being interiined 
before signing. Hy. Oscar Taylor, No. 55 Gold street, in the 
Bnd Ward, Student at Law of the City of New York. Charles 
F. Hill, Gentleman, No. 55 Gold street, in the Second Ward 
i)f the City of New York. 
I, Aaron Burr, of the First Ward of the City of New Yoik 
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Do luftke and publish this as a further Codicil to my Will, 
dated the twenty-first day of April, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirly-four. Item, I give to the Duke de 

BasBfliio Francs, for which he haa my note, payable 

vithoat interest, which sum he advanced me in the most lib- 
eral and dohcate manner, having leumt, as I was afterwards 
informed by the celebrated Monsieur Denon, Directeur Gen- 
eral Sexnuenscs a Paris, whit^h I very much regret, that 
it has not been sooner iu my power to repay, and which 
I now beg him to receive with my thanks. I direct that all 
my private papers, except law papers appertaining to suits 
now depending, bo delivered to my friend, Matthew L. Davis, 
Esq., to be disposed of at his discretion, directing him never- 
theless to destroy or to deliver to the parties interested all 
such as may in his estimation be calculated to affect injuriously 
the feelings of individuals against whom I have no complaint. 
hx Witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name, 
this twenty-sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty.five. A. Burr. Signed, 
published, and declared by the said Aaron Burr, in the pres- 
ence of us who liave hereunto subscribed our names at the 
request of the said Aaron Burr, and in his presence, and in 
the presence of each other. Witness, A. E. Hosaok, M. D., 
No. 40 Wan-en street. Third Ward, City of New York. H. 
Oscar Taylor, Student at Law, 127 Clinton street, Thirteenth 
Ward, City of New York. 

The further Codicil to the Will of Aaron Burr, dated the 
twenty-first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-four. Further I direct and order my pictures to bo 
given to my two daughters upon the day of their marriage, in 
the meantime to be in the custody of my friend and kbsman, 
Theodosia Prevost, by whom the division is to be made. 
Item, I give to Henry Oscar Taylor such Books, and Maps, 
and wearing apparel, belonging to me, as niay be found in 
my house at my death. Item, I give to my friend and kins- 
man, Theodosia Prevost, the picture of my daughter, 
which is enamelled on a china cup, which is believed to 
be ia the upper drawer of my yellow desk. Iu Testimony 
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whereof I have herennto subscribed my name this twenty* 
seventh day of December, in the year of our Lord one thon^ 
sand eight hundred and thirty-five. A. Burr. Signed, pab- 
lished, and declared by the said Aaron Burr, in the presence 
of us who have hereunto subscribed our names at the request 
of the said Aaron Burr, and in his presence, and in the pres> 
enco of each other. The worvis " fifteenth day of October " on 
5th and 6th lines of this page struck out, and the words 
"twenty-seventh day of December" interlined on 6th line. 
Ogden E. Edwards,- 28 Varick street. New York. Hy. Oscar 
Taylor, Student at Law, No. 127 Clinton street, Thirteenth 
Ward, New York. 
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